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. To the Eminently Vertnons and mot 
worthily hanoured Las ve the Lady 
Margaret, Wife unto the Right Ho- 
nourable William _ and Earl 
of New:aſtle, Baron of, &c. 


T hath been a( cuſtom praiſe WOr- 
thy enough as [ luppole)in a'l ages, 
by the repreſentation of former vie 
ces ro Ceterr the preſent times, cipe- 
cially where the fact hath been. notor!. 
ous, andthe judgment exemplary ; the 
A 'mighty wiſdom evermore delighting 
ro ſhewto the woild, char by un;keliclt 
means . greateſt marters may come tO 
core! afon , thac humane reaſo2 may 
be the more hamble;and more allingly 
give place to Divine providei Ce, 

You may wor der, [ conjets; Madam, 
from whence I ſhould ger {6 
effrovtery to make th13 bo'd 20225111; 
but all the YYorid knows that v: 

WE 


tue 15 attractive, wherewith your 
noble breſt being ſo replete, hathen. 


forced me to be a willing and devout 


admirer. 

But when ] conſider the meanneſ; 
of my capacity, that 15 not able to ſhew 
the candor of its zeal by the worth of a 
preſent, 1 muſt invoke your Ladyſhip 
ro accept of the will tor the deed, 
while I imitate thoſe pious birds, wi 
having nothing elſe, brought their 
feathers as a willing obletion to that 
magnificent Temple of Apollo at 
Delphos. 

True honour 1s never envyous, 
whereof had many of the Subjects of 
our enſuing diſcourſes been pole 
ſeſled. they had not this day been fo 


infamouſly noted in the regiſter of 


tame, but where there 1s no heed ta... 


ken to lawes, there is much to be 
doubted a pertinacy to fin ; 'tor they 
that cannot be wrouoht to obedi- 
ence by authority , will | never be 
won by favour, for being withour 
tear, 


fear , they are commonly void of 


grace , and deviate as far from ho- 


nour as awe, neither valuing good 
Counlel , nor ſubmirting to good 
lawes , but making all the wrongs 


they do, ro be a caule ſtill ro do further 


1nurtes. 


[ ſhall not trouble your honour 
with the reaſons moving me to this 
work . but (ball only Dedicate it to 
your Honourable {.rvice, being afſu- 
red your name will prove an Aſylum 
able ro prote& ic t-om rhe greateſt - 
ſtormes , malicious carpers can raiſe 
againſt it, To you therefore moſt 
Vertuous Lady it deſervedly makes 
addreſs, both as its Patron and Judge , 
by whoſe candid ac cceprance ic will 
receive ſuch vigour, that it dares en- 

er the liſts, while I for ſuch your 
"tha (hall alway be enforced to ac- 
nowledge my felt Madam 


OR. Your Laryſhips moſt humZle S2ruant, 
1660, ani an admirer of your eminent vertues. 


T. M, 


To the Reader. 


and att little, and among the 1 I muſt weeds of 
appear, as infetied with the ſame Scribendi 
Cacoerhes : *77s the daily work on all hands 
to write 3 but if Readers were as juliCions as Cu1 1+ 
onus, good Lo ks wo 111 be more eſſeemed, aud trifles fat 
tſs valued, and fexer in number ; whſe multi-N) 
tules haue and do ſo daily ſwarm, that they even 
nauſeate , and breed a loathing to the Muſes choy- 
ceſt and mogt ſ-lefed dainties, But to the pur- 
piſe. In this erſuinz volume, yeu have the two 
great buſineſſes of Maxkind handled, which are 
rewards and puniſhments , rewards proper to, and 
for well-doing, and purthments to evill doing: 
Wn:c) two mit Le confounded no more than good 
an1 evill are to be mingled, Therefore it bati 
been determized in all wiſdomes, that no May be- 
cauſe be hath done well before, ſhovld have his pre- 
ſent evills ſpared ;, Eut rather ſo much the moz 
puniſhed, as having ſhewed he knew how to be good 
get w3ul4 azainſt bis kaowledge be nat. 
Now as that is the ſubjeR, ſu the Method ouglt 
alſo to be conſidered, wherein that ſubjeft 1s treated 
Tragical Hiftorres are to have Trazical words t 


J'- the great fault of this Are to write much 


Ta the Reader. 


ſet them cut. This * made Lucan that Heroick 
Hiſtorian bring forth Cornelia ſitting upen the 
ſhore, where her Husl and toth bis lat farewell 
of her, where ( like arether Niobe ) ſhe makes 8 
LimLeck of her eyes , and deſcants her ann cala- 
4 | nity, oft wiſhing bis returt, and when deprived 
of bis fight, yet the eye of 1magina:ion repreſents 8 
Gi; fe objett of ſorrow : Here 12 ſuch royal compeſitt- 
oc 015 and funeral cancluſtons; be aeſcrites the druer- 
ſity of nature 1 two contrary Subjetls, a Servant 
des fatbfull, ſitting ore the headleſs trurk of bis unhaps 
rc We) after : And there a ſlaue as inaratefull haling 
his once well efleemed Lord and General to the fa- 
tal ſhore, where ( without taſt of remorſe or remem- 
Lrance of former merits, or regard of Countries 
love ) he deprives him of Life. Such traz1ck Oc- 
ar rrents ( 1 ſay ) require thery Emprafts, for pittifull 
_ [LL have often ſtrange effefs, if amply deſcribed. 
| And ſuch, Reader, hath Leew my care, from an 
amazed bulk of prolixity, wherein thou migbte## 
with eaſe locſe both thy detight and j1udyment to 7e- 
duce them to this narrow ſcantlizs, able to le 
terced by any ingenious fancy. And that it 1s no 
new quirk, you may pleaſe to ut ſerie, that ſome 
Famous Romane Anthours , were but 13 truth the 
pltomizers of ſyme more antient writers, But 


— V+ 


jet to render ſome ſatisfafiron tn peixt of novelty: 1 
0409's | - > Y 
"ated "aue added five new Hift ores, wheſe particulars 
4s of 9e never Leen ſs ſuceinRly and truly gathered to- 

ſ gether Ly any one pen : ſome of them are dialcl- 


ally monſtros, and f'riking even attlerot of #a-, 
Lire 


To the Reader, 

ture, others too Lad, but ot of ſo deep adye 3 be not 
haſty in judgment, but read and conſider with 
tears, and then truly though 1 might fear the juſt 
reproofe of the learned, yet 1 have for my excuſe 
what our Saviour ſpeke in another caſe, It theſe 
ſhould hold their peace, the very ſtones woul 
Cry our. 

Arcept then heresf and ſet an eſteem upon it, as 
it deſerves, ſo ſhall the 1mperfeRrons be winked at, 
which will be afurther encouragement to move me to 
ſomething elſe, wherem and in all other things 
ſhall endeavour to approve my ſelf. 


Odob. Thy Friend 


I 660. y © 


Ak, i co 


AASASAGASGAALA AL SARAGLRCARGS 


<* 


 30t 

with | 

4 GODS REVENGE 

heſe | AGAINST 

oul | | | 

4 Murder: 

ve toff ___ _ 7 Rl SG 

y 4: H18T, FE: 9 
| | GRANDFRE and HAUTEFELIA, 


—_— 


0 


\ 5 Cones & | | 
Hautefelia cauſeth La Freſnay an Apothecary to poyſorn 
Mermanda axd her Huchand Grendpre, ans 
Brother, and is likewiſe the cexſe that her ſaid Bro= 
ther kjlls De Malleray,ber own Husband, in a Duell. 
La Freſney condemned to be hauged for a Rapt, own - 
the Ladder confeſſeth the two former murthers ;, and 
—  fayes that Hautefelia ſeduced and bired bim to per= 
form them: Hautefelid is likewiſe apprebended, and 
ſos for the ſaid cruel Murthers, they are both put to 
ſevere gnd cruel dearth. " | 


o 


S there is no crime Fc carrieth its guiſe 

with it, ſo there are particulay enormities 

IC 3 which merit and draw on them their pecu- 
har puniſhments; as that great and crying tin of 
: w A Mur- 


” 
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Murther;z whoſe beloved mother is Revenge : 
which ewo having once taken poſlefſion, Grace, be- 
ing wholly excluded, leaves the place, which, by 
Hypocriſy, being (wept and garniſhed, the Devil 
enters de novo, and makes it ten times more defiled 
than at firſt. The horrid greatneſs of this cryin 
fin cannot be betrer ſet out than in the grievonſneſs 
of the puniſhment, for it never eſcapes: Sequitur 
impios Ultor 4 tergo Dew. Which the following Ni- 
Rories will ſo clearly demonſtrate, that he thar runs 
may read the ſame, as in the following Relation 
will appear. 

Neer Auxone a frontier Town of the Dutchy of 
Burganiy, dwelt one Monſieur de Grand-mont, an an- 
tient Gentteman, of a noble extrat, which was 
. waited on by an opulent eſtate both in Land and 
Goods, and bleſs't with the enjoymeut of a vertih- 
ous wife, Madamoyſelle de Carnye, the only Daughs 
ter of Monſieur de Byſerat, who lived in the Citic of 
Dole : This happy pair, as a farther addition to 
their felicity,had three hopeful ſons,Grend PreVile- i 2 
neufe and Maſſeron, and two daughters, known by iſ 2 
the titles of Hautefelia and De Creſſy. n 

Grand Prethe eldeſt ſon, for the better completing If 1 
of his Gentiliry,defires his Fathers leave to ſee the ff fi 
wars, and rhercin to gain both honour and know- iſ Þ 
ledge: in which vertuous reſolution he was conh- WW V 
dent to ſpeed; in regard he defigned himſelt co WF 2! 
ſerve Mars under the command of that famous I k 
Prince of Orenge, Grave Maurice of Naſſaw. tc 

The ſecond fon, — according to his natite I ft 
ral delight in Books, was {ent ro Poat-au-Morſſon re il Þ 
ſtudy : and the third for his beauty and ſweerneſſe I & 
was begged for a Page by the Marſhal of France, Ill "i 
who untortunately loſt his head in the Baſt/e of 


Paris. 
The 


han} . a 
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TY The two Daughters were thus diſpoſed, Hante- 
x- || feliato live at home with her Parents: and de Creſſy 
by | was preſented to the fervice of a great Burgundian 
vil | Lady. 

ed Thus we ſee them, by the induftrions care of © 


nx | their tender Parente,all hopefully diſpoſed, though 
FA Providence in a ſhort tinie caſt a cloud on this calm 
ur ſerenity by the deaths, of Villenenfe at Pont-au- Mouſe 
li- | ſor, who was there drowned as he bathed himſclf in 
ns the River; of Maſſeron at Fountainbleay, who was ' 
on & there killed in a Duel by a Gaſcon3 and of Hautefe- 
lia, who dyed at home of a burning Fever with 
of | her Parents. With which ſeveral griefs being almoſt 
n- | overwhelmed, they reſolve” to call home the re- 
as | maining two, viz. Grend Pre and deCreſy (who by 
ad I her fifters death comes tg take her title of Hantefe- 
» I lia,by which name ſhe is generally hereafrer known) 
h- I that their preſence might be a ſtay and comfort 
of © both avain their griefs and age. 
to According to this Reſojution they are ſent for, 
e- WU and with ſpeed come : firſt Hautefe/ia, 3nd ſhortly 
y BF after Grand Pre : to congratulate whoſe returae, 
moſt of the Nobility and Gentry of thoſe parts re- 
ig © fort to viſit and cormplemenc him, whom they now 
ic | finde to be every way a moſt accompliſht Gentle- 
y- W man, with a total inclination to the Martial bumor, 
i- W which makes his aged Father fear his future lofle 
ro If in ſeeking wars : for-the preventing whereof, and 
us W keeping him at home for the time to come, be ſeeks 
to Joyn him 11] marriage with ſome rich and beauti- 
t- WOW full Lady, whereof he affords hinrchoice; but Grand 
@ Ml Pre defires to be excuſed : yer the good oid man, 
ſe © knowing by experience, that there is a time for all 
cs Wl things, and therefore among many inventions, he 
approves of this as the likelieſt, namely, at Winter 
t0 leave the Countrey, where he then dwelt, and 
A 2 LO 
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u | « | 2 a ""M 00 I", 
ro reſide m the Citie of D;jon, hoping that ſome one 
.of rhe many famous beauties wer*s therein, mighr 
fo at laſt prevail, as to alter that martial temper of 
his ſon, and reduce him to delight more in the pre- 
ſence of a Miſtreſs, than of Mars. And according 
co his hopts the event ſucceeds : For on a Siinday 


morning, going ro the Chappel Royal to hear z 


Capuchin Fryer preach, he efpics before him a. 
beautifull, young Lady, of ftature call, yer very 


flender, fair of complexion, with a quick and ſpark- 
ling eye, the delicate treſſes of a flaxen hair in va- 
rious curles curiouſly ſhadowing the ſhowy. white= 
nefle of her neck : in a word, peerleſs in her 'out- 
ward perfe&ions, which were alſo ſrt forth, and 
adorned, by the-exquifite artihce of becoming and 
moſt rich apparel, with-the amiablenefſe of which 
obje&, our Grandpre is ſuddenly overcome, fo that 

he immoveab)y for ſome time fixed his eyes u 
her, which, rhe Lady:aking norice of, and obſerv- 
ing inthe paſfage from Church, that as tie was rich 
m habit, ſo he had a great attendance, raiſed a 
bluſh in her cheeks, which ſer a greater Luſtre on 
her conquering beauty : ſo that now *cis all ous 
young Gentlemans endeavour to finde our who, 
and what this bis new Miſtreſs ryay be, To which 
end'he ſends his Page afcer bers enquire, who 
quickly returns, and-informs him that her name is 
'Mermanda, e\deft daughter to Monſteur de Creſſonvill, 
one . of the chief Preſidents of the Parliament. 
Whereart,, rejoycing that there was no great diſpa* 
' rity berweenjthen, he immediately refvulves, all.0- 
ther buſineſſe ſer apart, to ſeek her in marriage : 
whick he doch, firſt privately by himſelf, chen pub- 
lickly by his Parents and Friends, who in a thore 
time prevail with Mermanda's Father, who agrees 
to give his Daughter to Grandpre 3 deliring on _ 
4 orner 
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other ſide that his only Son, named: D& Mellerey, 
may have to wife Graad Pre's lifter Hentefelia, 
es | which, after ſome debares on both fides, ac laſt- 
ng /þ fakes effe&, and ſo the two families are muted - 
wy | 0co one by a double tye ofSaffeftion, atid che 
2 | marriages are with great pompe and-pleaſure fo- 
2 lemmized. « * y | 
ry | Never did any married couple liv&rttore happtiy 
&. | contented for the ſpace of; one whole year, than 
a. £ did Grand Pre and Mermanda; when, behold Hante« 
e. || felza, ( her Siſter in law _) envying her felicicy, be» 
t» | gins © contrive how, to alter rhe ſcene, and, to 
id | make her as miſerable in her Husband Grand Pre's 
1d || jealoulic, as formerly ſhe had been happy in his 
ch. | Love; and conlidering the means how to bring this 
ar | ber miſchiefco eife &,the remembers, that the Ba- 
n | 701 of Betanford, ſometimes vilited her brother, 
v. | C againſt whom likewiſe ſhe bore a ſpleen) and fo 
ch Þ© reſolves to make uſe of his name and viitrs, and to 
a || lay them as a ground, whereby to work her re- 
on © Yenge againſt both the Barony and Mermanda, 
ug And now being thus reſolved, the ſends for her 
o; | brother Grand Preby «ſervant anda letter : Up- 
ch © on che receipt whereof he prefencly goes to. Dijon 
ho to her , where afcer his welcome, ef- 
is Epying, as he thought, ſome diſcontenr in her face, 
il, © whereof he was delirous ro be fatisfied, and fo 
at, I ſhorcly þe is ; for ſupper being ended, after a lirtic 
a- Valk taken in the the garden, he is condufted ro 
o- bis chamber, when, his brother in Jaw De Malleray 
» : giving him the good night, his. Siſter Hentefelia 
b- Kvich tears in her eyes informes him,that ſhe knows 
we for certain the Baron of Betaxford is too familiar 
with his Wife Mermande, yea beyond the bounds 
of honeſty. 
Grand Pre amazed at this range and unlooked 
A 3. _ for 
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for News, becomes like a Madman, and having 
ſhewn divers cffc&s thereof in his extravagant paſ- 
fions, and therewith wearied, at laſt he reſolves 
with his Siſter to keep rhe matter ſecret; but vows 
ſharp revenge to his wife an(l the Baron : and thus, 
very penfive and forrowful , the next day rides 
home. Where,being arrived, and beginning to ſhew 
his diſcontent, after ſupper, be ſends for his Wife 
into the Garden, and bringing her to a ſolitary 
Grove,with unkindnels in his words,and terrour in 
his a&ions, he charges her with the crime of diſho- 
nefty with the Baron of Beraxford, whereat ſhe is 
ſo amazed that the falls into a ſwoon, and after re- 
covery endeavours to cleer her ſelf 5 vowing that 
ſhe never had the leaſt rheught of chat kinde, nei- 
ther ever did che Baron optu his mourh to her with 
ſuch a motion. Mermanda's ſorrow and tears fo 
prevail, chat he prayes her pardon, vowes to forget 
all this, and co love her better than before : bur 
{he,nor daring to re] ! on theſe his words, and think- 
ing to prevent the like for the future, and to rake 
oft all cauſe of ſuſpition, which ſhe ſuppoſed would 
grow anew, if the Baron ſhould continue his vigies 
to their bouſe, as formerly; reiolves to write 
him a Letter to refrain che houſe, and accordingly 
doth in theſe words : | 


T is not with bluſhes, but tears, that I preſume tg 

write unto you ; for indeed it grieves me to 
---,, publiſh my Husbands-folly, which by duty T know. I 
= am bound to conceal: neither had I attempted it, 
but that grief and neceſity throw we on this exi- 
gent; for ſo it is, that my unſpotted chaſtity is not 
able to defend bim fuom jealouſie, which makes me 
4 much triumph in mine own loyalty, as Ipgrieve 
at bis ingratitude: and not content to wrong mes, 
FRY | * 
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Hiſt. r, Grans Pre and Meymayaa, 
bis folly,or rather bis frenzy bath reflexion on you 
whom he takes to beybotb the otje,and cauſe there- 
of : but, as your innocency can juſtly warrant and 


= defend mine honour, and your honour my 1nnocens 
us, Cy, from the leaſt ſhadow of that crime, ſo, that we 
les may beth endeavaur rather to quench,then enflame, 
_ this bis irregular paſſion, T moit humbly beſeech you 
ife to refrain our houſe, and neither to viſit me, nor 
ry be familiar with him ; and, ſo perad venture time 
in may wear away from bis thoughts that which at 
was preſent truth and reaſon cannor, Tour relucent 
to vertuess and true generoſity aſſure me of this cur» 
a teſic, the which I will repay with thanks, and re- 
was quite with prayers,thet your days may be as infinite 
bs as your perfettions, and your fame as glorious as 
ch Jour merits. 

Go Mermanda, 

yy The Baron having received this Letter, and vex» 
1. | £9, chat bis innocency ſhould be thus accuſed, he 


La purpoſes to go our of the way co Pariz, and ſo takes 
Coach for that great Cirie. 


= $ Grand Pre underſtanding che Baron of Betanfords 
re | {udden departure to Paris, (fraight in his jealous 


| humour j imagines a plot berwixt him and his wife, 
T I which fo heighcens his ſuſpicion, that now he whol- 

ly hates his wife, and, as an cffe& thereof, refuſerh 
, her bed, whereat ſhe is infinicely troubled and per- 
* i plexed. Bur he, now boyling with deviliſh malice, 
vowes to be reyenged, firſt on the Baron, and then 


_ of his wife : co which cffe&, under prerence of 0- 
;2 I ther buſineſſe, raking a choice horſe, aPage, and 
ot Ml £2 Lackeyes with him, by a contrary way comes 
ue firſt ro Troy, then to Briecount Robert, where, being 

very private in his Inne, he writes a (ny and 
w: th,command at 


taking aſide his Page, gives it him wi 
| A 4 break 
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found the Baron of Betanford, ſecretly to deliver 
the ſame to him, to rake his Anſwer, and to.retugn 
the fame night, ; hay 
The Page, iu purſuance of his Mafters command, 
haſts ro Paris, fly findes out the Baron, and deli- 
vers him this Letter or Chalenge. * | 


Ou need nd other witneſſe than your ſelf to in- 
- form you in how high a nature you have wrong= 
ed me ; and herein your falſe glory bath made my 
Irre ſhame ſo apparent, as I had rather die than 
live to digeſt it : for not to diſſemble you my ma- 
lice, as you have done me your friendſhip, I can 
© ſooner forget all other offences, than pardon this. 
Therefore finde it not ſtrange that IT requeſt you to 
meet me on Thurſday morning next at five or ſix, 
either with your Sword or Rapier, on horſeback or 
& foot, at Carency, half a league from Bricaut 
Robert, where the bearer hereof ſhall expett yon, 
#9 condud you ſafely to a fair Meadow, whereywith- 
out Seconds, I will attend you : Its impoſſible for 
me to receive any other ſatisfaftion, for to write 
you the truth, nothing but your life or mint is ca- 
pable to decide this difference. 
Grand Pre. 


Which having read, and caufed the Page tv dine 
Yith him, after dinner he ſends him away with this 
Anſwer; Tel! thy Mafrer, that I will not fail to meet 
him on horſeback without a ſecondyat the bony and place 
appoynted. And according to his promiſe, the next 
morning Comes to Carency,where hie is met in thehteld 
by Grand Pre, having only their -Chirnrgions-with 
r/o afrer a ſharp & reſolute fight on' hoxfe- 
back,wich the guifc & retiirn of divers wonnds,Grand 

EE | Pre 


| © Book v} 
break of day to poſt to Parir, and there haying 


Hiſt, 1: _ Grand Preand Menmands, © 'Þ# 
Preis with a deſperate wound in the belly laid for, * 
dead;and Betanford is the Vitor : yer fo friendly; 
that *he rakes care for the dreſſing Grend Pres 
wounds, whereby he comes to himſelf : when like-- 

d, || wiſe being ſatisfyed by Betarford of the odiouſneſs, 

i- Þ of theſcandal laid on bimſelf, and raiſed againft; 
Mermanda's honour , he repents of his: jealouſie,: . - 
vowing to live and dye his honourable friend; and. 

4- | torenew his love to his wife, which he had fo un- 

7= || deſervedly withdrawn from her. And thus after 

1y | ſome dayes they very friendly part. When coming 

:n | home to his wife, he relates to her the whale occa-. 

a= | ficn, and event 'of the combat,  cryes P:ccavi, and 

:n | fo all things are now -ouce again, well between. 

4. | them. 

ko But now-I:muſt reminde you of Hautefe/ia, wha 

x, I} finding her ploc thus broken, and purpoſes prevent- 

or I ed, ſhe reſolves once more to try her invention, and. 

ut of all her wicced devices reſts at laſt on this, t9 

2,  poyſon Mermanda : and ſo ſtrikes a bargain with 

h- I one La Freſnay an Apothecarie; for two hundred 

or I Crowns to perfe&t it, who undertakes,: promiſcth, 

te I andin leſs: than two moneths performs it 3-40. as ſhe: 

«= © is brought to a mournful and-lamencable end, 

Hautefelia having thus brought about her-ficſt 

ce. I miſchief, inſtancly begins ro reem with a ſecond, 
for as ſhe hated Merwanda the fifter, ſo ſhe never 

ne © loved De Malleray the brother, though her own 
iis W Husband ; and therefore purpoſed. to remove- him 
et © £00 out of the way. For the more neat andcleanly 
ce I carriage whereof, ſhe thinks it the {lafeſt way by 
xt © ſetting her Husband De Malleray at, variance with 
1d BW her Brother Grand Pre. To which efteR ſhe informs 
her Husband that her brother had killed his wife 
with tus jealoufie, that he held her to be rhe-Baron 
of Betanfords Strumpet, with whom for the ſame 
| .\6auſe 
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cauſe he fought; and which was more, it was 
fhirewdly ſuſpe&ed that he had poyſoned her. 

De Malleray, infinitely grieved at this news, ſe- 
cretly acquaints his Father De Creſſonvile there- 
with : preſuming that he would by order of law 
call him in queſtion for che fat: bur the Old man, 
' Weighing the matter by ceaſon and wiſdom, thinks 
it better to acquieſce, than by diving thereinto, to 
rake up the aſhes, and call in queſtion the repute of 
his deceaſed Daughter, But, De Malleray will not 
reſt ſo; for he ſwears to be revenged for his Siſters 
death : and therefore,hearing Grand Pre to be new- 
ly come to Dijoz, he ſends lim, by a contidenc 
Friend,a Challenge in writing. 


/ 

. De Malleray ts Grand Pre. 
Should degenerate from my bonour and blood, 
.*. & if I were not ſenſible of thoſe” wrongs and diſ- 
graces you- have offered, your wife, and my Sifter: 
they are of that Nature, that I know not whither, 
her innocency deſerves more pity, or your jealouſie 
contempt and revenge : her death and your con- 


ſcience make me as juſtly challenge you, as you tef 
you have unjuſtly done the Baron of Betanford ; 1, 
therefore to morrow, at five of the clock, after din- W,,, 
wer, at the foot of Talone-Fort, in the meadow Kh; 
ratked with Wallnut-trees, bring either a ſingle eq | 
Kapier, or Rapier and Ponyard, and T will meet co, 
yon with Seconds : the equity of my cauſe, and tbe Ill,,,. 
unjuftneſs of yours make me confident in this hope, Weg. 
that as you loſt your blood at Briecount Robert, p,. 
you ſhall now leave your life in the ſight of Dijon. 
\ Fudge how earneſtly IT deſire to try the temper of 11, 
your heart and ſword, fith already I not only count Y;h, 
horrs but minuits the 


De Malleray, 


Whigh 
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Which Grand Pre accepts, making choiſe of fin- 
ole rapier, ſorthey meet without any other cere- 
mony, they throw off their doublets to their Chi- 
rargions, commanding them to ſtay without the 
nexc hedge till the death of che one proclaims the 
other Viftor : which isnort long after, for,after the 
third breathing De Malleray receives a deep wound 
under the lefr pap, wherewith he immediatly falls 
down ttark dead without ſpeaking a word, which 
Grand Pre ſeeing, mounts his horſe and with his 
Chirurgion hafts ro Dole a Parliament free City, 
where be remained untill he had his pardon procu- 
red and ſent to him, which ac length it was, not- 
withſtanding all the oppoſicion made by Prefident 
Crefſonville and his allyes. 

Recurne we now to Hautefelia, who no ſooner 
heard of her husbands death & her brothers flighs, 
but ſhe preſently ( being ſure of her dowry ) packs, 
up her ſewels and chiefeſt baggage, and goes home 
tv her Father neer Auxoxe, where, during her bro+ 
thers abſence, ſhe imperionſly ſwayes and com- 
mands all, burt'his return alcers the caſe with Hay 
tefeliz, for ſhe cannot domineer as before, nay ſhe 
finds, that he hath ſmelt aue her malice, ro Mer- 
manda, the Baron of Betanford, De Malleray her 
husband, and likewiſe to himſelf, by his averſeneſs 
to her and and hatred of her, in abandoning her 
company at all times, for which ſhe vows his death 
and torhat end again maketh application to her 
former Apothecary La Freſnay to poyſon Grand 
Pre, which,fer three hundred crowns, he engagerch 
to perform,and in two moneths finifheth. And now 
Hautefelia thinks all cockſure, and domineers more 
than before : But now the juſtice of God purſues 
them at the heels;for ſix weeks were ſcarcely finith- 
ed ſince Grand Pre's funeral was ſolemnized, bur 

S& | Ls 


La Freſnay having gotren his money ſo eaſily 
C chough it were the price - of blood ) ſpent ir as 
 Prodigally, and, fo on a time being in his cups at a 

Tavern in D4jon, in the height of his drunkenneſs 
he ſteals from his company and commits a rape, up- 
on one Margaret Pivet, a Girle of twelve years old, 
and Daughter to the Maſter of the houſe where he 
was tippling- The Father of the Child complaines 
to the Senators of the Court of Perixs,whereupon he 
is apprehended and examined, bur denyeth all ; 
then, being put tothe rack,at the ſecond torment he 
confelſeth all:and ſo is condemned tobe hanged. 

Two Capuchin Fryers are (ent to prepare him for 
bis end, whoſe good exhortations ſo work upon 
his conſcience, rhat he confelſerh thar, at che inſti- 
zation of Hautefelia,for five hundred crowns he had 

oyloned Mermande and her husband Grand Pre: 

Li_on which Confeſsion, & as a puniſhment of ma- 
ny bloody villanies, the firft ſentence is altered; and 
he is condemned to be broken alive on the wheel, 
and there to languiſh and dye without being ſtrang- 
led: which was executed accordingly, 

- A Provoſt likewiſe is. diſpatched ro apprehend 
Flautefelia, whither when he comes, he tinds her 
dancing in ker fathers garden among many Gen- 
tlemen and Ladies, where he preſently rakes her, 
and carries her away; .Two Counſellors and a 
Preſident arc appointed ro examine her. She im- 
pudently denies all; and ſaich Le Freſnay ought 
not to be believed, becauſe her enemy , buz this 
doth not (ſerve her turue, for, being adjudged to 
the rack, at the firft rorment ſhe onſefſcr all, 
whereupon the criminal judges pronounce ſentence 
on her:and being ſoon after brought tothe place of 
executibn, her paps are feared ant torne off with 
red hor pincers, then (hs is hanged , her body 
a4 , - burng 
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burnt and her aſhes thrown into 'the Air. 

See here the hand of God, 3# quo qnis peccat, in 
ro punitur, whoſoever ſheddeth - mans blood, by 
man ſhall his blood be ſhed: ler him chen who 
hopes for heaven, nor run in the wayes of Hell:hap« 
py therefore make thy ſelf by being warned by o+ 
ther mens harmes. 
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Piſani betrayeth Gaſparino of his Miſtreſſe .Chrifti- 

neta. Gaſparino challeugeth Piſani for this' diſ- 

grace, and kills him in the field. He after conti* 

nues bis ſuit to Chriftineta, ſhe diſſembleth ber ma+ 

lice for Piſani's death : ſhe appsinis, Gaſparino ts 

q meet her in a Garden, and there Bianco and 

x Brindoli to murther. him : they are all three takes 
and executed for the ſame. | 


> BY F affeftion be vertuous and conftant, is ſeldoa 
miſcarries: bur ſuch is the frailey of narure, 
that ro be croſſed therein breeds Hiſcontent, 


he which bath too often proved the ruine of ſome fa- 

"1s Fmilies, which will plainly be diſcerned, if the fol 

2 Flowing hiſtory be peruſed with a (crious- and delis \\ 

Wl Ebcrate conlideration. \ 
” In the City of Pavia, wiich belongerh ' to th 
7: Dukedom of Mi//4ijn; even within the memory of | 


many yet living, did inhab:t one Serguivr Thomafo 
V'iturs 


& 
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Vituri a noble Gentleman, having one only daugh- 
ter, grown now to the maturity of fifreen years 0 
age, whole excellencies of beauty, and perfeCtions 
of mind, maae her not only eminent , but the 
eſteemed Paragon of that place. The report 
whereof brought many young Gallants to vilit , 
court and ſeek her marriage; amongſt whom 
Seignieur Emanuel Gaſparins of Cremona, who ac- 
quainting an intimate friend of his called Seigneur 
Lndovicus Piſani with hisintended reſolutions, and 
defiring the aſliſtance of his company therein,which 
1s as ſoon granted as requeſted, they prepare, for 
their jonrney, They arrive at Pavia, are coun 
teouſly and reſpe&fuliy entertained by Vituri, el- 
pecially Gaſparino, who having motion'd his ſuite 
to marry Chriſteneta, Vituri, like a careful father, 
takes time to adviſe thereon, During this intervall 
of conſideration Gaſparino finds that Chriſtinets 
ſhews little or no affe&ion to him, though indeed 
he does, as it were, dote on her beauty, to which 
end willing to move every ſtone, he tries all waies 
to win her love, as Courtſhip, Balls, Masks an 
the like, But, ſtill finding her averſe and not ima» 
pining what farther to: do, he concludes with 

imſelf, ro make'uſe of his friend Piſani, to inter- 
ceed and mediate for him, which he tells him of, 
who faithfully promiſeth, ro behave himſelf as a 
Friend in this buſineſs and to deal effeftually with 
Chriftineta, which having found ag opportunity, he 
really and truly performeth; not leaving any 
thing untouched, which he thinks may any way 
advance his friends content and affeftion. Where-B 
at he findes her paſſionately perplexed , which 
having noted with a careleſs obſervation, he yet 
prayes her to rerurn a pleating enſwer by him, to 
his friend, and her ſervant Gaſparins, | 

Where 
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Whereupon afrer a ſerious pauſe, ſhe, confefferh 
bis ſpeeches of his friend to be honourable and 
true, but that ſhe cannot comply with his ſute be- 
cauſe ſhe hath fixed her affe&ion on another, but 
this doth not beat off Piſani from the purſuit, yeaz 
he rather ſo preſſeth on, that he endeavours to 
draw Chriſtizetz to nominate her, ſervant, the 
which at the preſent ſhe denyed, but promiſed, if 
he would meet her the next day at eight ofthe 
elock in the morning, in the Nuns Garden at St. 
Clare, ſhe would there inform him both of the per- 
ſon and his name, to which meeting he quickly con- 
ſents,and ſo for that time they part. But finding 
his friend Gaſparino, relates to him the very truth 
ofthe former paſſage (ſave only the intended meet- 
ing which he conceals } whereupon Gaſparino con- 
ceiving it labour loſt ro ſue to her any longer, ci= 
villy takes his leave of her, and ſo returnes home to 
Cremonia, Where we mult teave him to hear the 
event which the Garden conference will produce. 

The time of meering now come, Chriſtinete takes 
her prayer book and her waiting maid, and ſo goes 

0 the Nunnery, and ſo to the'Garden, Whither, 
before ſhe hath taken three turnes, ſhe ſees Piſanz? 
enter, whereat ſhe bluſhes, but, he drawing neer, 
and having given her the good morrow and ſalute, 
he tells her that he is come to wait upon her for 
the performance of her promiſe, which, after a few 

deft bluſbes ſhe dorh in theſe rermes. The perſon 
on whom I bave ſettled my affeftion doth much reſemble 
lou nay in ſhert it is your ſelf ( interpret my mean- 
ng and words with honour ) be pleaſed therefore to 
dmit of Chriſtineta for a ſolicitrix for ber ſelf to Pt- 
ani, but ever let Piſani benceforward mediate for 
aſparino. 

P:ſzxi wonders at this newes and knows not how 

© 
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to carry Himſelf in this affair: ro reje& the Ladics 

- "Hove he thinksdifcourteous, but to betray his friend 

- tie knows: diſhonoursble, whereupon... he thug re- 
plies, 4s I muſt needs acknowledg the greatneſs of my 
Obligation to Jou ſor this your ( by me ) unmerited af- 
fettion, ſo I muſt bumbly beg your excuſe herein, be- 
cauſe in being yaur ſervant I miſt prove @ traytor to 
my friend Gaſparino, which bonour forbids me,gther- 
wiſe I would eiteem my ſelf maſt happy in this bonour : 
uponwhich anſwcr they preſently part; but be- 
mg enboldned by love, and nor. able co bear her 
paſſions,wichin cen dayes ſhe: ſends Him this letter to 
Cremonia where he was at home, | 
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47730 -Chriftineta- to Pifani, eld 

—_—_ it not #range that I ſecond my la#t ſpeech 

" with this my firjt Letter, and think that, were 

* "met my affettion entire and conftant, I ſhould ' not 

* thus attempt: fo reveal it to you in lines, which 

* bluſh not as my cheeks do when TI write: them: I 

ſhould offer too palpable wjurie to' the truth, if 1 

tell You not, that it is impoſſible for Chriſtinera 

to love any. but Piſani, whom I no ſooner ſaw, but; 

" deeply admired, and dearly affetied, Now ſith 

« my zealto' you is begun in vertue and ſhall be con- 

| tiauedin bonour, 'it makes me flatter my ſelf with 

bofe that you will enforce me to diſpair:For if Tam 

* ſo bappy te be yours, I'myft -be ſo unfortunate ne- 

ver to be-mine own. -Fudge wbat Tour abſcence is 

to me, ſince your preſence is my chiefeſt felicity, 

which makes me both deſire and wiſh , that you 

were either in Paviaor L.in Cremona,l can prefix 

and give bounds to my Letter,thongh not to my af+ 

feAion : = not her who loves Tote dearl,other- 

wiſe, what ever you think, Tour unkindueſs. tome 
will be'meer cruelty. .., Chriftmeta. . 

5 ES "ſk © The 
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The receit of this letrer pats new apprehenſions 

- into Piſani's thoughts, thaking his reſolutions as un- 

cdnſtant as bis mind was unſetled, yet ar laſt honour 
overpoyling affeRion, he rerutnes her theſe lines. 


ny 
oi by Piſani to Chriſtinetta. 
"a Ou diſcover to me as much affefion,as T ſhould 
"y treachery to my friend,either to accept or re« 
* quite it. I would not flick to ſay that Piſani loves 
"_ Chriſtineta, becauſe ſhe deſerves to be loved, did 
er not my friendſhip to Gaſparito forbid zt, for, 
ro though your beauty demands the one,yet haneſty de- 
nies the other. Could time reconcile theſe diffi 
culties with my reputation, my heart would inſtant= 
| ly command my pen to let Tou know, that I defire 
< to give you hope, and withal that Pavia is more 
NG pleaſing to me then Cremona, ith Chriſtineta 
ot lives in it & Piſani iu her:T wa never heretofore 
_ cruel to any, nether do T reſolve to be unkind to 
«ll you : for how Can I, ſith T as truly vow ts' honour 
fl Tou, as Tou Profeſs to love me: live you in this 
ts aſſurance, and ] will dye in the [ame. % 
ut; | 
ith Piſani. 
me TE | , 
ib, As this letter gave her ſome hopes, ſo fear quick- 


ly brings them to nethiag, whereupon reſolving 
once more to let him know the ardency of, ber paſ- 
Hons, ſome fifteen dayes afcer,fends this following. 


Chriftineta to Piſani. 
fx J May x bounds of Diſcretion, but will not 
exceed thoſe of honour, 1 have learn'd to attain 
ers this maxime, that affetion which receives end had 
never beginning : If thenT live, I muft breath 
the air of yonr Love as 5 as this of my life, fith 
"4-— 
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it is the prime and ſole cauſe thereof, as the Sun is 
of light: Could you dive as deeply into my heart, 
4 T have into your merits, if Nature do not, Pity 
would enform you, that you ought to preferre the 
love of a Lady, before the reſpeti of a Gentleman ; 
eſperially ſith he may carry his heart from you, and 
T deſire to bring aud preſent mine to yon. Think Yo! 
what yeu pleaſe either of me, or your ſelf : only ar 
give me leave to tell you, that T finde,doubt,e fiep WW an 
aud degree to deſpair, as that i; to death. I write {Mm 
rather with tears than ink: If you will not live my wi 
Saint I muſt dye your Martyr, hi 

. Chriſtineta, (ef 


At the receipt of this Letter he is quite con- 
quered, and now, neicher thinks of Gaſpar:n2, or 
his hdelicy or friendſhip cowards him : but.caſting 
away all reſpe& cowards him, he does homage to 
the Soveraign of his thoughts : the which he doth 
n this Letter, which to that purpoſe he ſends her 
by his Page. 


PISANI to CHRISTINET A. 
Our vertue and beauty is enough powerful with 
me to prevail; but your affettion makes me 
forget my reſpetis to Gaſparino, to remember my 
love ts Chriſtineta : aad that which gives life to 
my reſolution is this, that it is impoſſible for him to 
hate me as much as yon love me + and in this bope I 
both rejoyce and triumph, that you ſhall not be my 
Martyr, but my Miſtreſi, and 1 will be bath, your 
Saint and your Servant, Fer, as you deſire to live 
in my. favour, ſo my Chiefef ambition is, to dye in 
your affeGion. That which beaven maketh me af= ite 
firm, earth ſhall not enforce me to deny.” T will er 
 ſfvertly follow, and ſecond this my Letter, till wh-1 
« you 
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30u can never ſo much lameut my alſence, as Tde> 
fire your preſence. Let this be your true conſolation, 
ſth it i my ſele delight, and chiefeſt felicitie. 
PISANI. 


At the receipt of this letter, Yuch was the exceſs 
of her joy, thac ſhe could hardly contain within 
any bounds, imagined the dayes tobe lengthned, 
and the houres increaſed, till che arrival of her fo 
much delired.and beloved Piſeni : who now like- 
wiſe having nothing bur affe&ion to Chriſttineta in 
his rhoughrs; without thinking of his old friend 
Gaſparino, he prepares all things ready .to go ſee 
bisnew Miſtreſle, Chriftinets. | ? 

Being thus afſured of the Daughters love, he 
now honourably, yet ſecretly, ſeeks to win the pa« 
rents confſenc 3 but findes it a task of grear difficul» 
ty. For after many excuſes and delayes on their: 
fide, and perperualſollicications, and importuniries 
on the other, he at laſt barh this anſwer from old 
Vituri the Father, That as yer he hath no intent ro 
marry his Daughter, by reaſan of her few years; 
and ſuch orher trivial reaſons, whereby Piſexi might 
know with eaſe, be had no intent to give him his 
Daughter. Bur he like a conſtant Lover continues 
his ſuic, by hini(elf, his parents and kinred ; bur all 
o n0 purpale. For Vitzr; difpleaſed therewith, at 
alt Chrijtinera is forbidden his company,'and Piſani 
er Fathers houſe, This vexeth our rwo Lovers to 
he heart, to be thus nipped in- the bud of their 
opes;z yer chey continue cheir affe&ions wich con- 
tancy, and (o he for the preſent recires liome,where 
ie iS continually ſtudying. to bring his defiges to 
te&: act laſt he thinks, chart if Chriftineta can ger 
zer Mothers good will, char will procure the Fa- 
bers -approbation, And ſo writes to her his 

"Eg B 2 thoughts, 
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thoughts, which ſhe approving and putting in exe-F 
curtion, in few dayes gets the one, whoin leſsthen 
a moneth obtains the other, and now their hopes 
are revived and their day of marriage appointed, 
But here we muſt come to ſpeak of Geſparino,who 
notwithſtanding alFtheſecrecy in the managing © 
their affairs between Piſani and Chriftinets , yet he 
hath newes thereof, and conſidering the nature of 
Piſant's wearkedy, he is extreamly incenſed at him 
and vows a ſudden and ſharp revenge, Having th 
his judgment overclouded with paſſion, he thinksÞoi 
not only kimſelf, bur his family,diſparadged in thigf' 
affront, and therefore, inquiring for P:ſax;,and un## 
derftanding he was in Pavia, entiamed hereat and 
taking with him a reſolyte Gentleman. and onef 
Lackey he hies thither,where being arrived and þ 
ing cold Piſani was at that inſtane with Chriftinets 


he thought once to have gone and killed him-in her 
preſence, but altering his mind, he keept him pri 


vate in his Inn all the day and the next morning 
he writes a challenge, and ſends it to him: by his 
confident Kinſman Sebaſtiane, who dilivered it a 
3a. 4h. which Piſani receiving and opening 
finds therein theſe words, 


GASPARINO to PISANT. 

Y have given the firſt breach to. our friend 
,& ſhip: for fith you bave treacheronſly bereavedi® 
me of my Mifiriſs, Ton muſt now both in hons 
end in juſtice,cither take my life,or yield me your 
in requital. If Tou conſider Tour own ingrati 
tude, Tou cannot tax, much leſs condemn this mi 
reſolution: the Place, the Weff end of the Park 
the hour, four or five after dinner ; the manner &# 
on foot, with Seconds ; the Weapon, if You pleaſe 
two ſingle Kapiers, whereof bring Tou the one, a 
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then FT the other, and I will be content to take the refu* 
opes| ſal, to give Tou the choiſe. If Your courage an* 
ted | ſwer Tour infidelity,Tou will not refuſe to meet me-+ 
who Gaſparino. 
Ig © | 
.. hel To which immediately he returnes this anſwer 
re offÞy the ſame Sebaſtiano. Sir,pray tell Gaſparino from 
himfſe, that my ſelfand ſecond, will with fingle Ra- 
thusiers meer him, and his, at the hour, and place «p- 
inkeointed. Sebaſtiano returnes with the ſame; and 
iſa; finds out a Gentleman his acquaintance, aud 
| unMefires him to be his ſecond,relating the whole bu- 
neſs to him ; Sfordrato ( for ſo was Piſan;*s friend 
Samed ) readily and willingly engageth himſelf, 
| be-$ud ſo be bearing the matrer very feeretly, that 
tete@briftineta might not hear thereof, they poaſt a» 
i herfay cothe Park at the hour, where they: find Gaf- 
i$4riu0 and Sebaftiano —_ appear, (0 allightin 
ningrom their horſes, rhey pul of their ſpurrs, cur'off- 
7 higſhe heals of cheir boots, throw of cheir doublers, 
» acid draw their ſwords. | | 
nine} And here we muſt ſee Gaſparino and Piſazi now 
ngaged in blood, as having givenand received fe- 
eral wounds from, and to, each other. When ' 
d afcer two breathings, at the third encounter, 
endF«ſparino runs Piſani through the body a little be- 
evedP the lefc pap, where meeting with the Fena cave 
fell ftark dead to the ground. Sebaftiano runsto 
rourÞ1m to congratulate with him for his vi&ory, but 
-atiFondrato Piſani's Second:calls ro Sebaſtieno to pre- 
i ire himſelf, which he doth, and fo with various / 
rk Wrcune they fighr, till providence reſolving to 
ger Wake, both parties equal loſers : after rhey had 
eaſeFÞree ſeveral times taken breath, Sfondrato ran his : 
andW<my Sebaftiano through the ſmall of the belly, 
{fo nailed him to the Ground, bearing away his 
B 3 life 
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life on the point of his rapier: which done and their 
wounds bound up, Gaſparino flies for ſafety to Par- 
14a and Sfondfrato to Florence, where fora time we 
muſt Jeave them and come to Chriftineta, whoſe 
tears and grief are Infinite for her Piſani, yea ſhe 
tears her hair and is even frantike, and was nor to 
let the death of her lover to go unrevenged. | 
And now Gaſparino having gotten his pardon, re- 
tarnes home, where he begins preſently to renew 
his loveto Chrifteneta, and to thut end firſt yifirs her 
by letters, then by friends, and at laſt in perſon. 

She difſembling ber alice and triumphing in her 
diſſnulation, thinks this botk a fir opportunicy and 
obje& to be revenged. on him for her loſs of Piſani, 
and obſerving him very earneſt in his ſuit, ſhe ap- 
points him ro meet her in the Nunns Garden at &:.: 
of the clock in the morning _: and preſently there- 
upon, agrees with two -- 2 Bianco and. Brindoli 
for one hundred duckets co murther him: 

. Gaſharino and Chriftineta are both egely up, bur 
with differenc intents, and ſo are Bienco and Brin- 
deli ; they all meet, he walkes in publick,they hide 
themiſcives in private, when immediately in comes 
Gaſparin», and approaching Chr:ftineta with his hat 
11 his hand, to ſauce gher, ſhe utteis theſe words : 
Gaſparing, this place [ firſt had conference in with, 
Piſani, and where | purpoſe to have my laſt with 
you : Ar which words the two rufftians ifſue out and 
Kill him, bur with ſome noiſe and refiftance, Chiffi- 
etg.thinking him not dead enough, runs to him, 
thruſts hee handkercher in his mouth, and with a 
Stilletro ſtabs him many times through che body, * 
with this bloody ſpeech.” This I ſacrifice ro the me- 
mory of my dear love Piſaxi , and ſo chrowing the 
body into the Well of the Garden, the Ruthans 
fly at aPoſtern, and Criftineta comes to the Nunns | 
Chnreh. _— x The | 


— 
© wv 


** 0.) TY = off 


| Book \. 


Piſani and Chriftinets, 2 
The Nunns in theic Cells hearing the clinking 
of ſwords, advertiſe their Abefſe, who with other 
company come into the Garden, fnd the Poftern 
open, and the Allies bloody, but cannor ſee any 
body, they ſuſpe&t Murther, and therefore ſearch 
all places in the Garden, bur forget the Well. The 
Mag#:ſtrates are acquainted, chey cauſe inquiry to bz 
made among all the Chicurgion;,who having new 
wounds came to them Jately robe cured, Rhanntio 
one of the chief Chirurgions, informes them of the 
ſeveral new wounds of Biaxco and Brin! : they 

are ſent for, an4 examined who wounded them : 

chey ſay they had a quarrel betwen thetnſelves, for 

which they fought, being asked where and when, 

they anſwer in the Nunns Garden at St. Clare, an: 

and ar fix in the Morning : which agreeing wich 

the Nunns relation, all was ended. 

But now Gaſparino' is miffed as not having been 
at his lodging in ewo whole nights, which his 
Lackey confirming upon his examination, gives a 
new ſuſpicion to the Judyes, whereupon and other 
circumftances, Bianco and Brindo!i are both impri- 
ſoned, examined and pur to the rack, yer confident- 
ly and ftoutly, they confeſs nothing. Yer they are 
kept in priſon and a further ſearch ordered in the 
Garden,whercin at laſt they ſearch the Well, which 
was negle&cd before: and in their hooks bring up 
ſome peices of wrought black Taffeta : which Gaſ- 
parinces Lackey did attirm his Mr.wore when laſt he 
ſaw him, and ſo ſearching more narrowly, they at 
lat bring up the dead body which had thircven fe - 
veral wounds, whereupon all conclude Bianco and 
Brindol; guilty, neither ſhall Chriftixeza eſcape, fov 
a ligcle boy ſtanding by, eſpierh a linnen cloath in 
his mouth, which being pulled out, was found to be 
2 Cambrick handkercher wh Chriffineta:s name 
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upon ir. Upon this ſhe apprehended even in the 
midR of ker pleaſures, and committed cloſe priſo- 
ner, upon examination denies, but adjudged to the 
racke confefſeth, that in revenge of Piſani's death 
{he had cauſed Bianco and Brindoli to murther Gaſ- 
parino as is afore related : for which fafts the two 
ruthans are condemned, firſt to have their right 
hands cur off, and then to be hanged, and their bo- 
dies thrown into the river Po, and Chriftizets to be 
firſt hanged, then burned, and her aſhes to be 
thrown into the air, which to the ſatisfaftion of 
Juſtice was executed accordingly. 

See here the finger of God, if therefore thou 
wouldeſt ſhun the punifhment, thoy muſt hate the 
fin, for the wages of ſuch ſin is death, 
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The Contents. 
Mortaign under promiſe of marriage, gets Joſſelina 
' withcbild, and after turning bis Love into hatred, 
cauſeth bis Lackey La Verdure, au4La Palma to 
murther both ber and her young Son; I{abellacs jea+ 
louſie to La Palma diſcovers the murther, they are 
#1] three taken and executed for the ſame. 


N France, not farr from the City of Lyons, neer 
Darency a ſmall Village, dwelt a poor Country 
Farmer, named Andrew Mo!lard, who being a 
widower, had one only Daughter,very young, 

| nan 
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named Fofſetine whom he intended for his heir. 
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In the pallng away of ſome few years,the Farhers 
wealth increafing, and the Daughter growing to 
years, ſhe was by all the ruſticks juſtly termed Foſ- 
{cling the fair. Now within a little league of Mo/- 
lards houſe dwelt a rich Gentleman, who had'ma- 
ny Children,” of which bis eldeſt was named Mor- 
taigne, a hopefull young ftripling, and bred under 
ſeverall great and noble perſons of honour, Who 
having lived ſome years in Paris,was at laſt deſirous 
to ſee his Father, whom he now underſtood to be 
aged and ſickly, as alſo to be at the Nuprialls of one 
of his Siſters, who was then to be married to a Gen- 
tleman, of Avergze, to whoſe houſe having con- 
duSed her, and finding his Father to ;grow better 
he defires to reviſit Paris. But the night before ke 
was tO _ De Coucye his Fathes fell dangerouſly 
fick of a burning feaver, which quite forbade his 
journey. 

Living thus in the Country,he ſports himſelf abroad 
with hauking and hunting, when once by chance he 
ſprung a Pheafant, which flying to the:next woods, 
he ſends for his Hawke, but could never after ſet 
eyeon the Pheaſant, though he ranged'fo fart, that 
he was thirſty, but ſaw no houſe, that he mighr 
call cofor Wine, till ar length he efpied Mollards 
houſe. 

Mortaign lecing a man walk inthe vineyard,demarne 
ded if he might have any wine there,"cwas anſwer- 
ed yea(for he gueſſed who he was by his face )ſohe 
courteouſly prayed him to come into his hoitſe, 
where being ſet down, he ſends his. Daughter Foſſe- 
Lina for wine, who brings both it and what other 
homely dainties her Fathers houſe did affoard. Mor- 
taign admiring to ſee (0 fair a maid, in ſoobſcure a 
place, isthe more deeply ſtrucken with her bzaury 
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and vowes either to obtain her favour, or loſe his 
life in the acquiring thereof; No ſooner are theſe 
thoughts in Mortaig1es head, but lo an. opportuni> 
by luicing his-defires , immediately preſents its (elf, 
for Ml/ard tells him, he holds a ſmall:Tenemeyr 
cloſe by, of his Father , who now ſues him for two 
herciars, and cherefore intreats him for his good 
word to his Father in his behalf, which he pron 
ſerb faichfully, and ſo thanking Mollard for his 
good cheer, at that time departed. Bur be intends 
ſuddenly co return, for now he is whaly taken up 
with che thoughts of Foſſe/ina, he comes frequently 
ro ſee her, and gives her many gifts and peſents,and 
all to allure her to his luſt, but he yet cannot ob+ 
rain, for lhe is chaſte and will -not hearken to his 
zaczcements, | Mortaign perceiving his labour and 
coit to be loſt, he now reſolves to ſer all at ftake, and 
pronuſe any thing, rather then miſF of. his aime, 
and ſo tells her,that if ſhe will-permic bim ro injoy 
his deſire, he will marry her, notwithſtanding 
their incquality and difference in Eſtate and for- 
tunes. And this was it that conquerred Foſſe/ina : 
And now having thus fooled her (elf and tinding 
that ſhe was with child, which likewiſe her Father 
diſcoveredto his extream ſorrow and grief, ſhe ad- 
vertiſech Mortaigu thereof, and deſires his afitance 
in this her affliftion'3- who one night ſteals her a- 


way from her Fathers,and ſends her ten leagues of , 


from Durency toa poor kinsmans houſe of his, 
where (hajs delivered of a fair young Son. 

_ Calinth:, Mortaignes Mother knowing nothing 

pf all cheſe paſſages, reſolves to (eek a Wife for 
er Son, and makes a motion there to Wonheur De 


V affey the. Sencſhiil of Lea Pa'ifſe for bis only 

Daughter Medamoyſelle La V arina: che parents capt 

elude, and upon fight the young folkes agrees b 
| : car 
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that it is already reported to. be a match, This _ 
news ftartles and cerrifies Foſſelina, whu now like 7 
was difinheciced by her Father, having left ber no- 
thing. Wherefore now or never ſhe muſt look ca 
her ſelf, and fo reſolves to write Mortagin a lecter 
to put him in mind of his premiſe, and to defire 
relief for her (elfand Son. Her Letter contained 
theſe words. 


Joſſelina to Mortsign. 
d ag bave bereayed me of mine honaur , the 
which I ſhould have efteemed farr dearer and 
more pretious then my life , your promiſe to make 
me your Wife, was only the Lure which drew me 
to canſent to that error and folly, et the remen- 
brance whereof I grieve with ſhame, au4 ſhame 
with repentance, eſpecially ſth I ſee you are ſo 
ferr from performing it, as you hate me inflead of 
loving me; Let the ſweetneſs of my youth, and 
the freſhneſs of my beauty judge, whither I hav» 
deſerved this diſcourteſie from you 3 but it is a juil 
puniſhment for my fin, and www I find tos late , 
though formerly I would not believe, that the fruits 
of pleaſure are bitter, reſembling tboſe pills that 
ſeem ſweet to the palate, but prove poyſon to the 
flamacke, and may all Mardens beware by my ex- 
ample. If you will not advance my fortunes, yet 
ſeek, pot to make ſh:pwrack of my life, as you have 
done of my Chaſhty ; you know my b ather js dead, 
and with bim all the means which mm this Word I 
can either hope or expect as well for my own as your 
Sous maintenance , except from your ſelf, thee 
which with ſighs and tears I beg you w afford 1s, 
and if not for love to me, yet for pity 10 him : 
oe f you will not grant me the honour to be 4 piece of 
Jour ſelf, yet in nature you cannot deny but your 
"4 little 
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* . litthe Son ts not only your pifture but your image, 
therefore if you will not affeft me for bis ſake, at 
leaſt ds bim for mine, and think that as it will be 
an extream ingratitude in you, not to give ber 
maintenance, who hath given you a Son, $0 it will 
be extream cruelty nat to allow that poor babe 
wherewith all to live, who received" both his life 
and being from you : But TI hope you will prove 
more naturall to him, and more Charitable to my 
ſelf, otherwiſe reſt aſſured,that ſuch diſreſpeit and 
ankindneſs will xever go long cither unpitied of 
Men, or unpuniſhed of God. 

| Jofſelina, 


Having penned this Letter; She thought fit to 
write another to his Mother Czlintha to the fame 
_ effeRt, ſothat I ſhall not tire the Readers patience 
therewith, only tell you the ſucceſs chereof, Mor- 
14:gu and his Mother Calintha receive them, but he, 
like an unworthy Gentleman triumphs in his in, 
. #nd mocks at her poverty, and will no way either 
own or reheve the child, and ſo burning his Letter, 
takes no more notice thereof, And Calintha's 
malice 1s ſo great, that ſhe not only refuſeth to re- 
lieve them, but commands him, that he ſhall not, 
and wiſherh them bork in another World, 

At the hearing of this cruel news, ſhe falls in a 
ſwoone, and had not fome accidentall affiftance 
come in, ſhe had there ended her miſery with her 
life, but ſhe is reſerved to greater miſeries, for by 
this time, Calixths knowes poor Foſſelind*s Tefi- 
dence, and is devilliſhly bent againſt her, that 
where ſhe leaſt thought thereof, ſhe is in a dark 
andcold night turned out of her lodging, and not 
fiffered to be inany place of ſhelrer, but ro make 
the ground her bed,and the Heayens her ——_ - 
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In this diftreſſed condition ſhe is with her unfortu- 
nate babe, wanting all means and helps, bur only 
that of bewailing her ſad and deplorable Eftate, 
wandring in fields, and places unknown till the 
morning light is diſcovered to her, that ſhe was 
not farr from a little Village, which ſhe knew : here' 
co relieve her ſelf and child, ſhe fold hr cloaths 
fron off her back. 

Andnow caſting in her mind that Villepout was 
but ſeven leagues from Durency ( where the was 
born ) but irreſolute whether to ſtay here or go 
thither, bur neceſſity and weakneſs to travell en- 
force her toftay, and ſo there ſhe contents her ſelf 
with a: poor hittle out-chamber, without either 
chimney or window, yet at lensth driven by meer 
neceſſity, ſhe relates G caſe and condition, yea 
and threatens to ſend Morta;zg# his Son. 

This is not carried ſo ſecretly, but Moerteignes 
Miſtreſſe La Varina hears thereof at Le Paliſſe, 
which makes her withdraw her affe&ion, and her" 
Father his reſpe& : which Morteig perceiving, and 
:magining truly what might be 'the cauſe thereof, 
namely Foſſelina, that he ſwears to deſtroy both 

ofſeline and her Son. But the better to diſſemble 

is intent, he gives order that ſhe end her child be 
lodged in a better Inn, and ſends her word, he hath 
gotten a nurſe and provided maintenance for his 
Son, and that ſhortly he will ſend his Lackey for 
him, but withall bids her be ſecrec herein. Foſſe 
linea rejoyceth hereat, and within three daycs he 
ſends his Lackey La Verdure for the babe, which 
with many tears and kifſes, ſhe delivereth him. 
LaVerdure, following his Maſters command, is'not 
four leagues from Y;/leponte, but he ftrangles it,and* 
wrapping/it in a linnen cloath, throwes ir into the 
river Lignov. But Mortaign cnds not here, for be-. 


ing 
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ing thus rid of his Son, he makes. a bargain trich 
La Palma { who is Foſſelinae's hoſt ) and- his ſaid 
Lackey Le Verdure, to ftifle the Mother inher. bed. 
Which for two hundred frankes they perform, (She 
not dreaming thereof } and bury. her in the, Gar- 
den. As ſoon as theſe Viilaines had perpetrated 
this cruc}] murther, they both poaſt away to Du- 
rency, and there tell Mertaige what they bad done, 
and for the ſame receive their wages. Leave me here 
La Palma and La Verduvre frolicking and drinking, 
and making no haſt either of them home; And 
come we to Mortaigy, who now aſſuring himſelf 
that ail Rubs were removed, he-goes: re Le Palifſe 
hoping to finiſh che. niatch berween La Varina aud 
himſelf, bur his hopes are deceived,for they (fear- 
:ng- that which was indeed fallen out) in plain 
termes give Mortaign the refuſal, fo diftontenred 
ke recurnes home. | 
La Palma hearing. of Mortaighes arrivall, :goes 
home to Villepont to his Wife Iſabella, who being 
an old Woman and he a young /Man, ſhe jealous of 
bis long ſtay, eſpecia)ly tor rhat- he departed { as 
ſhe thougbr ) in 7oſſelinae's company, and ſo for 
his firſt entercainmenc , She gives him thisſa{ure : 
Le Palma ( quoth She ) you were. very unkind ſo 
ſoonto forlake your whore Foſſelina, wherear be- 
ing very much muved, he gave her the lie, and cal- 
Iced her whore, for ſpeaking ir. .She continues in 
her railing vein,which-ſo provokes. him to impati- 
ence,that he gives her a box on the ear,which tell'd 
her as dead to tlie ground, which. breeds a-rumulr 
inthe houſe, whereat neighbours coming in, they 
lay bold of La Palma, deeming his Wife dead, and 
carry him before the Procurer Fiſcall of Le-Pelifſe: 
who commits him to priſon, and goes to.'[ſabella 
whom he finds recovered, fhe- cells him all _ 
pa 
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< aft, as alſoof his ftay at Durency; and averrs con- 
1d Katy ro the. Magiſtrate, that if. Foſſtlina be not 
d. ber busbands trumpet, ſhe doth conftantly believe, 


he is her muctherer, and faith her maid can ſay 
r= {| more; 7aqueta the maid ſayes he, and Le Verdure 
-d || Mortaignes Lackey, were at midnight in Foſſelinae's 
;» | Chamber, and that fince that ſhe was never heard 


of. | 
e The Procurer Fiſc all chargeth him with theſe 
y | points, bur he denies that either be or Le Vergure 
d || were in 7ofſelinee's Chamber, neither ſaw her de- 
If || parture nor knew what was become of her, and 
- | prayes tobe releaſed, but the Fiſcal! thinks it fit 
{ | chefame night to ſend Ly Paime to: Le Paliſſe, as 
- | allo Iſabe/la and Faqueta his maid' for wiineſs,and 
+ | 1ides thither hiniſelf ro fit wpon his proceſs : here 
4 Þ ke is again examined, bur perſeveres in his denyal, 

then he judged ro the racke, and at the ſecond ror- 
| _ confeſſeth rhe whole'murther, as is'before'ſct 
» | forth, | 
f Sergeants are forthwith ſent to apprebend Mor- 
; taign and Le Verdure, they meet che Lackey, and 
e | ſeize the Maſter in his bed ; The Lackey upon tor- 

ment confeſles likewiſe Foſſe{ina's, and alſo ber Sons 
> | murthes, Mortaign is exaruineg,and very prnitents 
' | 1y confeffech all likewiſe :' whereupon Le: Palm 15 
, | condemned to be\banged and burne: La Verdure 
; Þf tobe broken on the wheel, and his þody thrown 
. I intothe river Lignon;and Mortaign to be broken 
| | on the whee], his body burnr, s his afhes ro be 
che&wn into the air, which on a marker day was 
accordingly executed on the ſaid malefattors in 
La Palifſe. May all maidens learnto preferve their 
Chaſtities by 'y qe examples. And men by 
Le Verdure and Le Palma, not to be drawn to fhed 
innocent bloud tor lucre of money. And by More. 
La1gh 


reign to be Teſs inhumane, .laſſeivious and bloody 
and to pray for the grace of God to dire@ chem. 
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"The Contents | 
- Beatrice-Joanna to merry Alſemero cexſeth de Flores 
. to murther Alonſo Piracquo, who was @ Suter to 
; her. Alemero marries ber, and, finding de Flores 
.,. and her in Adultery, kjlts them bath, Thomaſo Pi- 
_* xacquo chal/engeth Allemero for bis brothers death. 
. . Alſemero. killeth bjm in the field treacherovſly, 
. "and is beheaded, and bis body thrown into the ſea 
for the ſame. At bis execution he confeſſeth, that his 
wife ad de Flores murthered Alonſo Piracquo: 
|. #þeir bodies .are taken out of their graves , then 
_ , burnt, ang. their aſhes thrown iuto the air. 


Here of late dayes dwelt inthe Gity of Va- 
 /entia in Spain one Don Pedro De Alſemero, 

. a noble young Cavalier and wholly bending 

his mind.to Navel, and ſea affairs, wherein, 

and whereby he gained not only repure and hon- 
onr,but wealth alſo and riches in abundance.So that 
he thinks of nothing but what he hath. already 
thriven by, Viz the warrs , and therefore, the then 
general peace of his own Country made him 
curn his thoughts towards Malta, ( ſo famous for 
the many valiant Knights that defend it |) but how 


ſuddenly are his thoughts diverted from theſs _ 
ria 
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tiall reſolutions, for,b2mg one Morning ac his devo- 
tions in the Church; he ſees a young Genrle- 
woman neer him, likewiſe on hier knees, by the ob- 
ſervance of whole beaiuy he 1s, raviſhed, and (ſur- 
priſed wich her love. 

Alſemerg, afcer the Maſs ended, enquires of a 
gootl fellow-prieft, who walxed by, what ſhe was, 
and whicher the frequented: rhac Church, and ac 
what hour. The Prieſt intormes him that the 1s 
Don Dergo De Vermanderos Daughter, who way 
Captain of the Cattle of chat place, that her name 
was Donna Beatrice Joanna, and that the is every 
morning at that Church, abour che {ame hour. 

The next morning A!ſemero.is ſtirring very time- 
ly, and hoping to find his Miltrels, he goes again 
ro the ſame Church, where he tirlt and laſt ſaw 
her, where he, the ſecond time, tinils her on her 
knees ar her prayers, glad of which opportunity, 
he kneels near her, and, not having patience. to 
hear Maſs ended, he interrupted hee Devotions 
with complements,and,in fair aud amouroustermes, 
zotified his atteftion co her, vowing to liveand dy 
her moſt patlionately atic&ionate Servant. Beatrice- 
Joanna blultmg ac chis unaccuſtomed alfaule, gave 
him a check and repilſe, buc in ſuch termes as be- 
hcred both her modeſty aud che place : Bur A!ſe- 
mero, reſolves not to leave the purſuice, and (0, ag 
the end of ſervice, he deiires that ſhe. will ailm c 
lim to waic on her home, which afrer fom= moartt 
refuſa}ls, ſhe yer acceprs, and ſo he takes her. by 
the arme, and leads her from the Church to hee 
Coach,and condufts her home to the Caltle, where 
hrſt her ſelf,chen the Captain her facher,thanks kim 
for his Honour and Curtelic , and, in requitall 
thereof he {yewed h:m, the rar ties, and itiengrh of 
tac Calle, and thus atter foine difcuurle and com- 

? CL PiTients 
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piements berween them, he for that time departs 
and rides. home to Lis lodging. Where we muſt 
leave him to his thoughts, and come to ſpeak of 
Don A.onſs Firacque, a rich Gentleman of that 
City, who was Alſemers's unknown Corrivall. 
This Piracquo being noble in his extraft, and 
having a great and plentifull Eſtare, and a near 
Courtier,paſſionately likewiſe ſeeks Beatrice- Foan- 
#4 for his Wife, which Vermandero the Father ap- 
roves of with much content, bur che Daughter is 
of another mind, and gives him his anſwer in ge- 
neral cerms z nor politively, leaſt ſhe ſhould ſeem 
tofleight or diſobey her parents;which rather gives 
an edge to his affe&ions then a check to bis defires : 
bur ſhe is as reſolute in her denyal as he in his ſuit, 
ſo that now, his hopes beginning to flagge, he ap- 
plies himſelf co her Father, who by this time had 
norice of Alſemero's affe&ion, and withall that his 
Daughter liked him better then Pyracquo, whereat 
he was diſpleaſed, becauſe he had in a manner en- 
gaged his promiſe to Pyracquo : and therefore to 
prevent A!ſemers's hopes and attempts, he ſuddenly 
leaving his Caſtle co the command of his Son , 
goes away tO Briamata, a fair houſe of his, ten 
leagues off from Alicant , where he concluded to 
flay till he had finiſhed the match berween his 


Daughter and Pyracquo. 


Ar the news of Beatrice- Feanna's departure, Al- 


ſemero is extreamly perplexed and forrowtfull, bur 
he ſees there is no remedy, and therefore he mult 
bear as paticntly as he may, ſo now, fince he cannot 
ſee her, nor may not go to her, he reſolves to 
wrixe, and ſo providing himſelf of a contident mel- 


ſenger, he writes to this purpoſe. 


Alſemers 


—_— > 3. 
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Aiſemero to Bcatrice- Joanna. 
"A & long as you were in Alicant, T deemed it 
a Heaven upon Earth, and-beins bound for 
Malta, « thouſand times bleſſed that contrary 
wind which kept me from ſailing from you & yea ſo 
ſweetly did I affe'; and ſo dearly bonour your 
beauty, as T entered into a reſolution with my ſelf 
to end my voyage ere I began, and to begin ano- 
ther which I fear will end me. If you demand or 
deſire to know what this ſecond voyage is,know,jair 
Miſtreſs, that my thoughts areſo honourable, and 
affettions ſo religious, that it is the ſeeking of your 
favour and the obtaining of your ſelf to my wifey 
whereon, not ouly my fortunes,but my life depends : 
But bow ſhall I hope for this honour, or flatter my 
ſelf with the obtaining of ſo great a felicity, when 
I ſee you bave not only left me, but which is worſe, 
as I underitand, the City for my ſake ? Fair Bea- 
trice- Joanna, zf your cruelty will make me thus 
miſerable, I have no other conſolation left me to 
ſweeten the litterneſs of my grief and misfortunes, 
but @ confident hope, that death will as ſpeedily 
deprive me of my dayes, as you have of my Joyevs 
Alſemero. 


Beatrice- Foanna having received this Letter,and 
kinding therein Alſemers's rrue affe&ion ( which {he 
ſ{o much hoped } conciudes with her ſelf that it is 
neceſſary to anſwer him, but in whar rermes ſhe is 
yet unreſolved:when, conſulring with atfeftion, and 
calling modeſty to the Councill; the taking pen and 
ink, writes him this return, 


NY 


Beatrice» 
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Featrice- Joanna to Alſemero. 

ST have many reaſons to be incredulons to be« 
live, that ſo poor a Leauty as mine, ſhould 

have power to (tay ſo nobie @ Cavalier ( as your 
ſelf ) from ending ſo boncurable a voyage as the 
fi: , or to perſwade to one [6 ſimple as your Second: 
fo I cannot but admire, that you, is your Letter, 
ſeek, me for your wife, when, I preſume, in your 
heart, you leait deſire it, aud whereas you alledy, 
your life and fortunes depead on 'my favour, I 
twink you write it purpoſely, either to make trial, 
of your own wit,or my indiſcretion, by endeavour- 
ing to ſee whither T belicve that which exceeds all 
Leliefe, Now, as it is true that I bave left Ali- 


cant,ſs it 25 as true that I left it not any way to af- wh 
fli& you, Lnt rath:-r to obey my Father, for this, fl 11, 
I pray, telievey that although I cannot be kind, fl þe 
yet I will never be cruell to you, live thereforefl 
Jour own friend, and I will never be your Enemy. w 

Beatrice- Joanna, _ 


This Letter upon ſerious peruſal, giving nothing 
of deſpair, maketh A/ſemero gather new courage, 
and, knowing in himſelf that the giving the Onlſer 
1s not the Vifory, he calls for paper, and ſeconds 
his 6rft diſcovered love in theſe ſecond lines, 


* Alfemero to Beatrice- Joanna, 
On have as much reaſon ts aſſure your ſelf of 

my affefion, as I to doubt of yours, and if 
words aud Letters, paſſions and vowes, are pot ca- 
table to make you believe tbe ſincerity of my zeal, 
and the hanour of my affe&ion;what reſteth,but that 
I could wiſh you could dive as deep into my heert, 


as that hath into your beauty, to the end you might 
be 
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be both witneſs and judge, if, under Heaven, I 4e- 
fire any thing ſo much, as,0n Earth, to be crowned 
with the felicity to ſee Bearrice- Joanna my Wife 3 
but why ſhould I firive to perſwade that, which you 
reſolve not to heliev?, or flatter my ſelf with any 
hope, ſmb I ſee, I mnii be ſo unfortunate to de- 
ſpair * I will therefore henceforth ceaſe to write, 
but never ts love : and ſince it is impoſſible for me 
to live, I will prefair my ſelf to dy, that the World 
may know, I have loſt a mt fair Miffreſs in youg 
and you a moſt faithful! & conjtant Servant in me. 
| Alſemero. 


With the peruſal bereof ſhe is now conquered, 
and therefore conlidering, her fathers averſ{snets ro 
this,and Piracquo's importunacy,with his conſent on 
tne other fide, ſhe thinks fit to ſignify to A/ſemero, , 
her agreement in affe&ion, and withall, that fie 
m:{ endeavour ro put a ſtop to! Piracq»o's cariet, 


which ſhe ſecretly ſends him word of, in theſe 
words, j 


BEATRICE-JOANNA to ALSMERO. 

S it is #ot for Earth to refit Heaven, nor 

for our wills to contrad itt Gods providence, 

ſoI am euforced ts achnowlede, that if T ever af- 
fecied any man, it is your ſelf, fer your letters, 
proteifations and vows, but chiefly yorr merits and 
the hop-,0t rather eſſuranc, of your fidelity, ha h 
wew my heart from my ſelf to give it you ;, but there 
are ſume important confitlerations that urge me, to 
crave your ſecreſis herein, and to requeſt 1ou, as 
ſeon as you may with conveniency, ts come private= 
ly hither to me, for T ſhall never give content to 
my th1ughts, nor ſatisfaſtion to my mind, till I 
am made jyfull with your ſight, in the mean time 
C 3 mana? 
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manage this affettian of mine with care. and diſ- 
Cretion, and whiles you reſolve to make Alicant 
gour Malta I will expe and attend your coming 
with much longing and impatiencie to Briam ata, 
| Beatrice- Joanna. 


How dearly welcom this happy Letter was to 
him, judge you that are, or have been lovers: 
wherefore the wind now ſerving for Mz/tz ( whi- 
ther he was bound )) for the more plauliible excuſe 
of his ſtay he feignes himſelf fick, fercheth back his 
trunks and ſo remaineth in Alicant , but withall 
diſpateheth a meſſenger to his Miſtreſs, to advertiſe 
her, that he will not fail cobe with her that night 
at eleven of the clock, ' 

According to which promiſe Beatrice- Joauna pro- 
vides for his coming ; he arrives, and D:aphanta his 
Miſtgeſſes waiting Gentlewoman, condutts him to 


her Ladies chamber, where ſhe curteonſly . 


and reſpe&fully receives him : and after many 
emorons dalliances and complements , relates Pi- 
racqo's importunate ſuit and her Fathers compli- 
. ance to his deftres ro compleat the match: and then 
ſhews him the intireneſs of her affe&ion, caſting our 
ſome doubrfull ſpeeches, that before Piracquo be in 
anorher World, there is no hope for him to injoy 
her for bis wife in this, 

A'ſemero underſtands by this balf word, what 
the whple means, and therefore freely proffers 
himſelf co his Miſtreſs, proceiting, thar he will 
ſhortly ſend him a challenge and fight witch him : 
But ſhe will not hear thereof, ar admic him on any 
rermyes to endanger his perſon, bur prayes him co 
leave Aicant only for a while, and ro return coV a- 
lextia; and for the reft to repoſe and build upon her 
affetion aud conſtancy: thus parting from wh he 
: | | returnes 
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returnes to Alicant, packs up his bags, and goes 
home to Valentia, within four dayes : ſuch preva- 
Jence hath his Ladies command, 

This meering though private, cou!d nor be car» 
ried ſo cloſely, but that Vermanders, Beatrice Foan- 
na's Father, is told chereof ; wherat he is very an- 
gry, bur ſerring on a good face to. conceal his bad 
thoughts, he affures Piracquo, that he ſhall finiſh his 
delire in a ſhort time ; for if his parernall admoni-+ 
tions cannot, his authority ſhall prevail againſt his 
Daughters gerverſenets : which fo farr clouds his 
judgment, that norwichſtanding he had word ſent 
him chat Beatrice- Foanne had contraftcd her (clf to 
his Rivall Alſemero, whereby his ſuit was become 
yain and impoſſible, yer he will not deſiſt, but ra- 
ther advances with more violence and zeal, Bea- 
trice- Foanna now more then ever troubled with 
him, reſolves now on what ſhe before thought on, 
namely to make away Piracquo, in what manner, 
and at whit rate foever, and at Jaſt fixech upon chis 
execrable invention: There isa gallanc young gen- 
tleman of the Guarriſoa of the Caſtle, who followes 
her Father, that co her knowledg doth dearly af- 
fe& her, yea, ſhe knuwes, that he will not ſtick 
at hee requeſt ro murthex Piracquo: his name is 
Don Antonio de Flores, and him ſhe intends to 
make her inſtrument; for which end, an opportu- 
nity is ſuddenly preſented ; For Vermandera 
learning of Alſemero's departure to Valentia, re- 
turnes with his Daughter and Pzracque to Alicaat, 
when pr ſencly after their arrivall, the ſendsfor 4e 
Flores and acquaints him with her purpoſe and de- 
fire, making him many promiſes of kindneſs, if he 
will perform ic, which he, beſo:ted with her 
beauty , freely promiſes wich all ſpeed to dil- 
patch, to which cnd De Flores infinuates bim- 

C 4 ſelf 


40 Alſemeroand Peatrice-Joanna, Hiſt, 4; 
ſelf into Piracq9's company , and waiting for his 
opportunity , he (heard Piricquo commend che 
ſtrength of the Caltle, De Flores catches hereat,and 
fetls h'm chat he ſaw no: the ſtrength, for thar con- 
ſifted in the Caſemater, that were fiored with good 
ordinance ro ſcour the ditches, Piracquo deiires 
he nay be adontre:l ro fee them, De Flores tells him, 
chat afcer dinner, (it being then noon he will 
wait upon him himſelf, and ſhewr them to him, 
whereof he accepts, and after dinner they meet ac- 
cording to appointment ; and ſo go to the walls, 
thence to the Ravelins, Scunces and Bulwarkes, 
thence by a Poſtern to the Dirches,and io tothe Ca- 
femates, three whereof they have viewed; and now 
coming to che laft, and entring the ſame, Ds Flores 
Jayes off his rapier, telling Piracqro that the de- 
ſcent is narrow and craggy , whereuponPiracquo 
alſo puts off bis, not dreaming of any treachery. 
They enter the vault of the Caſemate, De Flores 0- 
pens the dyor and chyowes it back (to hide a {word 
and ponyard which he before hai hidden there 
on purpoſe ) he ſtoops and looks through a Port- 
hole 3 Piracq:o oops likewiſc,s when, De Flores 
reaching his hidden firord and ponyard, ftabs h;m 
therewith chrougi tie back, and fwifcly redoub- 
Ying his bloves, kills him dead, and buries him 
thereunder. the ruines of an old wall. 

De Flores having perpetrared this naurther, in- 
formes Beatrice- Foanun thereof, who joynrly with 
him r:joyce thereat, and, the berrer ro blind the 
eyes of the World, they cauſe to be reportec, 
that Prracguo was ſeen go forth of the Gaftle gare, 


and that he was ſeen take boatinthe Ciry, and: 


went totake the atr of the Sea, as was thougit. 
By this time Piracgno 1s mifſel, and no news 15 
to be heard of him, though they ſend (cours born 
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by Sea and Land,ro hearken afcer the ſame : where- 
upon his friends, exceedingly bewailing his loſs, 
think he is drowned in the Sea. In the midit of this 
kurly burly and ſorrow, Beetrice- Foanna privately 
ſends for Alſemero , who, after ſome time, very dil- 
creetly,firſt ſends the cniefeſt of his kindred, and af- 
ter comes himſelfin perſon, ro ſeek her in marri- 
agez whereof he makes ſhew in publics. Ana at 
length, though with much difrculty, he obtains Ver= 
mandero”s conſent : and thus are Alſemero and Bega- 
trice- Foaxna, ſolemnly married at Alicant .with 
much Stare and bravery. 

Scarce have three months paſſed fince their 
Nupttalls, bur A/ſemero becomes jealous of hig 
wife, and ſo reſtrains her that he will hardly per- 
mit her to ſee any man;ſhe is very much netled at 
this his diſcourceous uſage of her,and complains to 
her Father, who ſpeaking thereof ro him, he ſud+ 
denly provides a Coach, and fo carries home his 
wite toValentia. 

Vermandero,willing to hear how matters ſtand be- 
tween his Daughter and her husband,ſends De Flo» 
res thither, with Letters to them both, who ex- 
ceedingly glad of this ocaſion, haſts thither, ang 
finding Alſemero abroad, he delivers her her Fa- 
thers Lertef, when {he tells him of her husbands 
unkcindneſs, whereof he taking adyantage, revives: 
his old ſuic, the yields to his unlawfull defire, and 
bids.him vilit her ofren, by. this time Alſemero 1s 
come home, receives his Fathers Letter, and the 
next day ſends away De Fl:res with returns of 
Lerters ro his Father. 

De Flores 1s ſcarce gone but one of his ſpies, a 
waiting-Gentlewoman of his wites, tel}s him, thar 
there paſt many amourous kiſſes &the like,berween 
De Fires and her Miltreſs, and relates to on 

Whats 
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whateyer the either heard or ſaw, whercat ft, 
wholly overcharged with paſſion, and rage, flies to 
her chamber, and chargeth hey with her too meh. 
familiarity wich him, the which ſhe denies : bur his 
choier rather increaſing then abating hereat, 
the ie reduced to this extream,to palliate her whore- 
doms ſhe muſt diſcover Piracquo's murther , the 
which ſhe doth in thefe words. Know, A!ſemers, 
that fith chou wilt enforce me to ſhew thee the true 
caufe of my cliaſt familiarity wich De Flores, that [ 
am much bound to him, and chy ſelf mare ; for he 
ir was, that at my requeſt diſpatched Piraegno , 
withour which I could never have enjoyed thee to 
be my hitsband , nor thou mt for thy wife, and (o 
revealsto him the whole circumftance of that cru- 
el murther, and conjures him to conceal the ſame, 
vowing tody a thouſands deaths ere the will defile 
his bed. 

Alſemero, wondring at this news,ſaith little,only 
he ftriQly cliarges his wife , no more to ſee or ad- 
mit De Flores into her company, but ſhe for all 
rhis continues, her intelligence with him, and by 
cuftome grows impudent , fer now they in a man- 
ner do that publickly, which heretofore they were 
very private 1. 

Diaphanta informes her maſter of this ſcandall, 
who ſwears to be revenged, and injoyneth her to 
lay wait for the very hour that De Flores arrives 
from Alicayt, which ſhe doth , when, inſtantly pre. 
rending a j>urney into the Councry ( he very ſe- 
eretly having his rapier, and, ponyard, anda caſe 
of Piſtols charged in his pocket, reſalving to punith 
them at once, both for their murder and adultery, 
ſeeming to take horſe ) he getsintq his ſtudy which 
was witbin his bed-chamber. 


Alſemeroes back is po ſooner turned, but De Fle- 
yes 
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res is with his wife, which he perceives, and hears 
all the paſſages, and now they are ar their beaſtly 
pleafures, when on a ſudden, he throws. off the 


is door, ruſhech in, and finding them on his bed, he 
t Mfirſt diſchargerh his Piftolls on them, and afrer ſtabs 
e- them with his ſword and ponyard, with many 
ie Yorievous wounds, whereof they inſtantly dy : This 
0; done, he takes his Coach, and goes direQly ro 
ie the crimina}l Judge,and reveales whac he had done, . 
[ Wbut conceals Pjracquo's murcher, The Judge is a- 


mazed at it, and tinding it to be true, commics A/- 
5 Bſemero priſoner in one of his own chambers, and 
© icxamines Diapbanta, who upon her oath afficms, 
chat ſhe many times ſaw her dead Miftreſs and De 

lores commir adultery, and that ſhe advertiſed her 
Maſter thereof, whereupcn, and afcer a Second ex- 
amination of A4/ſemers, upon mature-deliberation, 
he is acquitted for the fat, and ſer at liberty, and - 
he dead bodies buried. 

But now we muſt think of Don Thomaſo Piracquo, + 
[1 Fwho, as you heard before; adviſed his Brother to 
y Peave off his ſuic to this Beatrice- Foanna, and now 
- Fearing of all theſe occurrences ; he remembers his 
'e F{ead Brother, and confidently ſuppoſerh, that both 
Beatrices foanna and Alſemero bad a hand in the 
» Woſs of his Brother ? and this conceit he cannot 
o rave, and therefore reſolvesto call him ro account 
s$ or the ſame, and to that end underſtanding huu 
'» Wo bein icant, he ſends him this challenge. 


'c | THOMASO PIRACQUDO to ALSEMERO. 

| | yen roo much aſſurance, that I fear Bea- 
trice-Joanna's vanity, and your rafhueſs, 

h have bereaved me of a Brother, whom I ever 

effeemed dearer then my life: I were unwortby 

to converſe pity the World, much leſs to bear the 

bo- 
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honour and degree of a Gentleman, if T fvonld 
ot ſeek, ſatisfatjion for bis death with the hazard 
of my own life, for,if a friend be bound to perform 
the like courteſie and duty ts his friend, how much 
' more a Brother to a Brother ? your ſword hath cha- 
iſed Beatrice- Joanna's error, and IT muſt ſee 
whether mine be reſerved to corre yours. As you 
are your ſelf,neet me at the foot of Glifleronhill, 


to merrow at five in the morning, without ſeconds; 1 
and it ſhall be gt your choice either t0 uſe , your and 
ſword ou horſeback, or your rapier on {oot. ACc| 
Thomas Piracquo.fff jud 
Sca 
Alſemero accepts the challenge : And they meerſſſ| cov 
at the hour and place appoigted; Piracy is firſt res 
m the field, and Alſemero ſoon afcer. They draw, ff pro 
and as they approach, Alſemero throwes away his] ing 
rapier, and,with his hat in hand, tells hint, he is} bis 
rcady to joyn with him to revenge his Fiorhers}Þ to 
murxtherers.  Piracquo, fearing nothing leſs than ſon 
treachery, throwes away hy rapier, and l1zewiſe of tric 
with his bat in bis hand, drawes near to him; when] the 
Alfemero, taking out his Piſtolls, ſhoots che one || aſh 
tlonugh his head, and the other through his breaſt, | 
of which two wounds .( ſpeaking only cheſe words, um 
Q villain, O traytor ) ke fell; down dead. tim 
The news hereof 1s ſuddenly ſpread abroad, Ser 


and the treachery and flight of Aiſemero borh 
known, the criminal Judges advertiſed hereof, 
ſpeedily ſend poft after him; when highaft 15 ftop- 
ped, for his horſe, fumbles and breaks his fore- 
leg, and Alſemero his right arme, with which d1- 
ſatters he, is amazed, and knowes not what to do: 
but {ti!] rcfolved to eſcape if poſſible, fo throw- 
ng oft his cloak, he runs as faſt as he can, but al! 
in vain, for lo at lat he ſpies four come galloping 
ater 


Book 1. _ Alſemero and Beatrice-Toanm. '&5 
after him, and they quickly ſee him, and now,con- 
fidering with himſelf that he is both a Gengle- 
man and a Souldier, he chooſes rather to looſe 
achFbis life fighting, than on a Scaffold : he prepairs 
b-Mfor his defence, bur all is not enough : for now the 
ſee Lords vengeauce will (mite him home, forthe Ser- 
you geants ſurround him, and, afrer he had fightin 
111, broken his rapier,he yields himſelf, 
ds, Thus is he brought a pitied ſpeCtacle to Alicaxt, 
or and a priſoner before the criminal Judges,where he 
accuſerh himſelf of this murcher, {they ad- 
10. judge him to Joſe his head, When being on the 
Scatfold , he finding no hopes of his Life ,. diſ- 
eerf covers Don Alonſo Piracquo's murther by De Fle- 
irf ll res, as is before related, in all itscircumftances, but 
wi proteſts his innocency therein, only im conceal- 
his ing ir, whereof the Judges having notice, cauſe 
is} his head co be raken off for Thomaſo, and his body 
ers tro be thrown into rhe Sea, for concealing 4- 
an /onſo's murcher; And take De Flores and Bea- 
ſe ff trice- Joanna's bodies our of their graves, burn 
cn] chem at the place of execution, and throw their 
ne} aſhes into the air. 
it, Thus, firſt or laft, we ſce the juſtice of God tri- 
ds. umphing againſt this horrid fin, for, though for = 
time he may forbear, yet he will nar forgive, for, 
ad, Serz venit, ſed certa venit,V indifia Divine. 
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Alibius mturthereth bis wife Merilla, be is diſcovered 
firjt by Bernardo, then by bis own Daughter FE- 
milia, ſo be is apprebended,and hanged for the fat, 


the territories of Venice, there dwelt a poor 
K Country man, named Alibins, of a comely fta- 

ture and proportion, whole Parents were of an 
honeft fame and reputation. 

This Alibirs, after he had attained the age of five 
and rwenty years, married an honeſt maiden na- 
med Mp-rilla, a farmers Daughter of the ſame 
pariſh, with {mall means, little wit afid lefs —_—_ 
yet oughe by many honeſt Country ſwains, for 
{he was known tobe wary and provident, and 1n- 
deed bad Alibirs care but anſwered her honeſt fins 
plicity, they might have proved happy. 

Buc Alibivs, in few years after his marriage, by 
prodigality and profuſencls had ſo wafted thar little 
he had,that he now began to want,& ſaw thoſe evill 
courſes he took would bring kim ro beggery: yet fo 
was his heart hardned, that he ſtill perfiſts in his vi- 
cious courſe of living , wherear his wife finding 
faulc, had no other hopes of amends, then vile 
and contempruous ſpeeches and reproachfull, a- 
\ bulive language. Growing thus from bad to _ 

is 


]: the pariſh of Sprear not far from Breſcia in 
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his poor wife thinks fic to ſpeak to ſome vertuous 
friend to deal with him to reform him, bur he was 
ſo farr from liking or taking this wholeſons coun 
ſel, that he reviled the party who gave it him, and 
underſtanding that it proceeded through his wives 
perſwaſion, to be revenged of her , he for ſome 
moneths forſakes her company and bed. 

Another motive, which as he ſaid made him nor 
love her, was her barrenneſs: bur God to take 
away this cauſe ( which lay not in her own power 
red © £0 help )) and as a puniſhment ( as it afterward pro» - 
F. | ved)ſenc him a daughter, whom they called Emilie. 
But as before he was aiſcontented for watit of a 
child, ſo now he hath one, he canuor endure che 
crying and trouble thereof ; nay, as ſhe growes up, 


in 
or © be growes unkind to her, yea, every day more and 
2a. © more, both in words and deeds : and laſtly to make 
an © vp his evills compleat, he cavills with his wives 


wrinkles and finds faulc that the is withered and 
ve || decayed. 

Alibius now caſting away all fear of God, and 
goodneſs ; leaves his wife and family, and gets in- 
y, 02 ſervice, where what he gers, he prodigally 

ſpends in whoring and drunkenneſs, having no re- 
gard at all, either to reform the vanity of his 
thoughts, or to controule his difſolute and dange- 
rous aftions, Having thus ſpent many years mn 
y ſervice, and in that time having never vilted Me- 
le £7ia or Emilia, and finding himtelf grow aged and 
11 E knowing ſervice to be no patrimony , he intends to 
o HKforfake that kind. of life, and ſo cumes for a time 
- | © Breſcia to watchif any occalion preſented ic ſelf 
g {vbercby he may raiſe his forrunes. 
a He had nor lived there long, but he ſees fo many 
- Mbcautics, as he began to loath his wife Merille, and 
wiſh her in another World. Abiding thus in Breſtie 
ic 


= 
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it fell out that he who boxye the filver rod,in token of 
honour and ijuftice, before the Podeftate or chicf 
Magiſtrate of the {ſame City, dyed, and to this Of- 
fice Alibins aſpired, and, by making many friends 
ro the Podeftate and Senators, he at la obtained 
it, being worth on hundred Zechins per ann.belidey 
his dict, And NOW, this prefer ment makes him in- 
deed ſcorn his wife Mera, fo as ſhe muſt nor come 
near kim, nay he reſolves to poy{cn her, as being 
a dilparagement to him. And to increaſe this his 
pride, nor long afrer, an honelt Citrzen of Breſcia, 
of his own name, though nothing of kin, dyes, 
leaving a rich widow named Philatez, and makes 

our Alibivs ( cozened by his bypocrifie ) overſeer 

of his will. And now all his thougkts rend to the 

getting Phi/atea's favour (o, defacing all goodies 

and vertue our of his heart, he rides over to Sprear 

to poor Merilla, and under colour of tender love, 

in milke, wine, and roſted appics he gives her ſom? 

poyſon , but ſeeing ir did not operate as he inten- 

ded , he purpoſely picks a quarrel with her, reviles 

and bears her in a mot lamentable manner-and (o 

goes his way and leaves her : And applies himſelf 

ro Phjlatca , and courts her to granc him unſa- 

full pleaſures, which the nor having honeſty c- 

nough to retuſe, yields co his Juſt, winch, in a 

thort rume,made her ({hame apparent by che (welling 

of her belly, which finding, the acquaiats A/ib;s, 

therewich,and teils him ſhe muſt marry one of her 

Servants, but he minding to make himſelf Maſter 

both of her perſon and v/calch, ſwears now Me- 

r:{/a ſhall nor live , to which end, he gers ſtronger 

poyſon than before, and in a dark night he takes 

horſe in the Eaſt ſuburbs of Breſcza, and fo rides 

toward Sprear, but as be rides by the common 

piact uf execution a mile ont cf the town, » 

horle 
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horſe ſtumbles,and falls under him, right againſt if 
and with the fall puts his ſhoulder our of joynt» 
( here. was acaveat to divert him, but he ha1 no® 
grace tO receive it ) and arrives at his houſe, wher®© 


- he finds Emilis his daughter with Meri/la his wife, 


which ſaved her life that time, bur yet he quarrels 
with her, reviles aud beats her, and ſo goes his 
way. 

Bur now Pb;latea again ſeconds her firſt matter, 
and tells him chat he now muſt provide for her ſafe- 
ty,and to hide her ſhame, with which words netled, 
he now fully, concludes Meril/a muſt dye, at what 
rate ſoever : ſo having one night waited upon the 
Podeſtate to ſupper,he rakes horke a little before the 
City gates were ſhut, and having diſguiſed himſelf 
that he might not be known, with the poyſon in his 
pocket, he rides to Sprear, ties his horſe to a tree 
in an adjacent meadow, be knocks at the door. 

Poor Merii/z was in bed with a little grandchild 
of hers named Powerea, which was Emilia's Daugh- 
ter, whom ſhe ſends down to open the door with- 
our a candle, Alib:us enters, goes up ſtairs into his 
Wives chamber, and afrer ſome words, gives her a 
potion with poyſon, and forceth it down her 
throat, and to make ſure work, takes a billet oat 
of the chimney, kills her in her bed, and fo haſtily 
ruſheth out of the doors, Pomerea, who, before had 
hidden her ſelf, now lights a candle, aſcends up 
the chamber, and there finds her Grandmother 
dead in the bed, during which time A/:bivs takes 
his horſe and gallops away : Pomeres raiſerk, the 
neighbours,who coming and finding the dead body, 
Chyrurgeonsare ſent for , who report ſhe is burh 
poyloned and beaten to death, they examine rhe 
Grandchild, who tells what ſhe knows, bur to liccle 
purpoſe for che preſent. 
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news Alibivs mourns and takes on extreamly, and 
none (o ready ro inquire for the murtherer as him- 
ſelf : and becauſe he will take off all ſuſpition, be 
cauſe Emilia was (uſpe&ed, he comforts her, and 
uſerh her more kind:y then ordinary, yea and be- 
comes ſurety for ney tuture appearance. \ 

And now time which weareth all chings, begins 
to deface the memory of this niurther, and X{ibi- 
1s thinking himſelf ſecure, marries Phi/atea for 
kis ſecond wife, which is che cauſe that ſome cu- 
rious heads begin to ſuſpe& him for Meri!la's 
death, but- none dare ſpeake it publickly ; when 
lo Ged himſe}f now brings it our, the manner thus, 

Alibins ſends for one Bernardo of Sprear to 
come to him, who had formerly been one of his 
diflolute companions, and was at that time an affo- 
c:are of Emilia's hus band, and drew to lewd .and 
vicious courſes : this man after his conference with 
Alibins , fell to his drunken humour in Breſ.:a, 
where, in the midſt of his cups, he ſaid he wasa 
Country Man of Sprear, and that he knew Mlibins 
as great as he now bore himſelf, and rhat he nwr- 
thered his poor wife in the C:mmery, to get this fme 
one in the City, which he often repeated, but was 
ſoon after ſent away, and fince chat time Fas never 
ſeen in Breſcia, Burt chis geport remamed. 

Shortly after this he begins co withdraw his 
kindneſs from his Daughter Emi/za , which greatly 
perplexed her, as knowing in her conſcience that 
her Father was her mothers nmrdecer,. ſhe might- 
tily feared, leaſt he wouid diſparch her likewiſe, 
which the the more donbced, becauſe her Father 
kad bailed her, bur nor as yer freed her tronr her 
appearance before rhe Corrigadors of Sprear. And 


here ſhe knows not what to do, as co the __ 
0 
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Py this time news is come to Breſcia, at which: 
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of the ſaid murther, byr at laſt,God prevailing with 
her conſcienc?, ſhe. goes to the nexr Corrigador 
and reveales, that her Father 4/;b;us was the mur- 
ctherer of his wife Merilta. oB 

The Corriga(or deteins Emilia in his houſe; and 
writes to the Podeftate of By:ſcia hereof, who; 
findirig the probabilicies and circumſtances ſtrong, 
conclude co impriſon bim:he is waiting at the door 
for the Podeſtate, when he is ſent far in ro them £ 
at his firſt entring his velver cap, and filver rodare 
taken from him,and with them to office. He is exam- 
ined, but with a brazened face ſeeks with ſmooth 
words co palliate and extequate his crime ; but 
in vain, for they ſtraight commit him clofe 'prifo- 
ner. 

On the Munday, Emilia is ſent for and brought, 
and the next day ſhe is examined, where ſhe ſaith 
with many tears and (ighes, theſe words, my Fa- 
ther. hath often beaten my Mother, and even laid 
her for dead, and at other times he hath given her 
poyſon, and heitis and no other, taar hath now 
murthered her, ({o binding her to give evidence ac 
the greac Court of the Province , they diſmille 
her: | 

Now the time of his tryall being come , he is 
conveyed to the Caſtle tobe arraigned, where he 
ſtands upon his innocency and juttification 3 bur 
kis inditement is made, wherein the murther is ſec . 
forth in all its circumftances : Witneſſes are prodi- 
ced, firft his own Daughter Emilia, who ſtands to 
her former evidence, then two Aporhecarics boys 
are called, who feverally affirm, chey fold him 
rats-bane at two ſeveral times. 

Whereupon the Jury, notwithſtanding all his 
fair pretences, report him guilcy of murthering his 
wite Merille, ſo he is remand. d to priſon, yer all 
this cannot work hut to confelſion, D 4 "The 
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The next day heis brought to receive judge- 
ment, which was to be hanged cill he were dead. 
And now we muſt ſee A4/;bjus, fetched from his 
priſon, and conveyed to the place of execution, 
where at kis aſcending us the Ladder, his gray- 
beard and comely Countenance moved the ſpe&a- 
tors to commileration, then confeſſing his crime 
freely, he with tears beſonght the World to pray 
for his ſoul, and wiſhing them to be ware by his ex- 
ample, he dyed penicently, - having firft cleared his 
ſecond wife Phi/atea, from being acceflary to the 
murther of his firſt wife, 
And this was the end of Alib;us, which may it 
rove a terrour fo all people to make them avoid 


uch fins, leaſt they ſuffer the like puniſhments, 
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ViRorina canſeth Sypontus to Fab and murther her 
firſt Hushand Souranza ; and ſhe her ſelf poyſonetb 
Faſligv. Theſe being both miraculoufly detecied, and 
the parties thereof convitted,be is beheaded, and ſhe 
hanged and burnt for the ſame, 

: UST is a fin which for the mo# part goes ac- 
companyed with other enormities, as hav- 
ing adultery and blood both attendant of 
her, and hereof this preſent Hiſtory is a 

x | Pregnant example, which though it be mournfull 


and tragical , yet to the adyaneement of Gods 
glory inits puniſhment, happened as followerh, 

In Yexice in the latter years of tne reign of Leg- 
nardo Donats the Duke thereof , there was a Gen- 
tleman a younger brother, yer neer fifty years of 
age, named Seignior Facoma Beraldi, who in his 
youth took to wife the daughter of Seignior Lorenzs 
Burſſo of Padua, by whom he had ſeven children, 

- wherewith they thought themſelves bleR, . bur this 
ne 


/ 


'©e 
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their happineſs laſted nor Jong, for in ſeven years 
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fx of their Children dyed, and only che eldeſt 
Daughter named Dona V ittorina ſurvived, 

This yorng Genclewoman being now marriagea- 
ble, and withall rich, noble and fair, had diverſe 
noble ſuitors; amongſt whom the moſt- by her 
eſteemed and loved, was one' Seignior Sypontns a 
Gentleman of the Ciry, þut ennobled rather by his 
birth then conditions, though otherwiſe in his per- 
ſon very compleat; between theſe two was fo en- 
tire-and perfect an affe&tion, that Sypontus reſolves 
to ſeek her publickly in marriage, which accor- 
dingly,with much zeal, conſtancy and affe&ion, he 
performes, and after a years ſuit and protraQion , 


iGorina conſents to be his wife, ſo as he obtain. 


her Father and Mothers conſent : whereupon, in 
fair and diſcreet termes, he acquaints Bera/d; and 
Lucia,her father and mother, with his long affeRi- 
on to their Daughter Victorina, whom he prayes 
them ro beſtow upon him in Marriage, Bur the old 
couple not at all pleaſed with the motion, deny him 
their conſenr, bur'they thank him for his Jove and 
honour, and tel] him they have diſpoſed of cheic 
daughter otherwiſe, for the truth is they chought 


« Sypontus to be too poor ( as having ſuffered many 


'and great loſſes by the Tarks ) and therefore ſought 
a richer husband for her. And to that end, rhey 
bring to her one-Seignior Fovan Baptiſta Souranza, 
a much richer, but likewiſe a farr Elder, Genrle- 
nan. 

V 7Forina ſees him with trouble and diſgrace, but 
he her with affeftion - and liking : which different 
patſjons produce different etfe&s; for he ſeeks to 
perfe& che match with her Parents, ſhe utterly to 


. break ir off, nor ſparing cicher increaties, prayers 


or tears for the ſame cud; bur they are Sreepung 
C112 
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Ciuel, for within few dayes they [violently enforee 
her to marry Souranz4. 

But Vj&erin« though married to, yer loves nor, 
Seuranza,lhe thinks him too old for her luty youch, 
and ſo laying ahde her honour & hone fty,the bends 
her affections from her husband, co young Sypentas; 
who though he have ber not for his wife, concents 
binifelf with this,thar,{ to uſe the Venerian phraſe) 
ie 1s his Courtizana, and' he her enamorata ; for 
they now grow familiar, even beyond #1] moeys 
Sourarza being no ſooner abroad, but Sypontns is 
at home, both detiling his bed, an4 contaminating 
his-wives body,with the foul fin of adulcery, And 
now indeed the is grown {o vicious, that the per- 
f.aly hates her busband, and withes him «very 
day in another world;which ſhe ofren hints co Sypoir 
tus, but he ſeems co take no notice thereof, Bur on 
a ludden, hearing news vf ewo greac loſſes befaln 
him in the Levant Seas, which amounied mn clic 
whole to at leaſt ſeventy thouſand Zecchines (a+ 
bove two thirds of iis eftate ) and knowing Seurdu- 


24 to be rich, and himfclf the matter of lits wife, 


reſolves alſo to make himſelf maſter of his cftace, by 
murdering him,and auarrying his wife, 

Ar che next meeting, the marter is broken be- 
tween them and concluded on, (o (ome tea dayes 
afrer Viforina ſends Sypontys word, that her huts 
band is co goto his houſe of pl:aſure neer Pad, 
on the bank-of the river Brexuta, where he is only 
to ſtay three dayes, he embraces the occation. And 
hires twa wicked Gordoleirs or Watermen, who 
fear ſecrecy; the day now of his returne being 
come, Sypoxtus takes his Gondulz,and hovers inthe 
patſage betwixt Lucifizina and Verice'for Soxrans 
24 his arrival,when lo about tive of ehe clock in tlie 
evening, {ic being Summer in che anwdivay 'Sopomtus 
. | eſpich 
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Eſpies him, when with all poflible celerity making 
towards him, diſguiſed and masked ke enters Sou- 
Tanz.'s Gondola, and with his Ponyard, ſtabs him 
three ſeveral rimes to the heart, and ſo being dead 
Cuts of his noie and beard ( that he might not be 
known ) and throws him into the ſea, and his wa- 
terman afcer him, that he might tell no tales, and 
ſpeedily poſting home, ſends ViGoriana this let- 
ter, 


SYPONTUS to VICTORINA 
Air and dear Vi@orina, I have begun and 
ended a bi(ineſs which infinitely imports thy 
good, and my content; the party hath drunk bis 
fill of white aud claret, and i now gone to refi: ſo 
a little time T hepe, will;wipe off thy old tears, and 
confirme thy new joyes 3 be as but afſettionate as [ 
ſecret, and as ſecret 4 T till death will be affefio« 
nate, and thou needefi neither fear my fortunes nor 
doubt thine” own : judge what I would do to 
enjoy thee, and for thy ſake, ſith I have underta- 
hen and already ated a buſineſs of this nature: 
We muſt refrain each others company, that we may 
the ſooner meet,and imbrace with more content and 


l:ſs danger. 
SYPONTUS. 


Vifforing receives this letter gladly,and rejoyceth 


at the news, but the better to hide her malice, he. 


now begins to find fault with her husbands long ſtay, 
which now alſo his kinred begin to fear: they ſend 
anephew of his own,one Sergnior Andrew Souranza, 
to inquire afcer him, and brings word that he was 
come from Lucifizina for Venice four dayes fince. 
His wife in ſhew , his friendgin reality, grieve,for 
they cannot by any means get any news of ow call 

about 
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about ſome eight dayes after, providence guided 
ſome Fiſhermen to che place, where cafting qut 
theirnets, they bring up the dead body of awur- 
thered Souranza, well clad, which for their own 
diſcharge, they bring to YVerice, and land it at Sr, 
Marks ſtairs, where it is ſhown to all paſſengers, 
among whom A4#drea Souranze the dead mans Ne= 
phew before mencioned was one, who viewing it 
very earneſtly, at laſt he eſpies a red ſpot in his 
neck, thar he brought into the World with him, 
and a wart over his left eyelid,he paſſionately cryes 
out, that it is the body of his Uncle Seignior Foven 
Baptifte Souranza, which being thus known, 1s ta» 
ken home by his friends,wherein ehey find chree 
ſeveral wounds: but not knowing whence they 
might come, be is buryed according to his rank. j0- 
rina grieves hereat in eſpecial, purs on blacks to- 
gether with her family, but her ſelf in rwo moneths 
never goes abroad but to the Church : whereof 
Seignior Hieronimo Souraaza, a younger brother 
to the deceaſed, having curiouſly taken notice, and 
knowing his Sifter in law never truly loved her 
husband,he began vehemently to {uſpe& her of this 
murther,&for the more ctieQual diſcovery thereof, 
he deals with Vi&ormaes Gentlewoman named Fe- 
licia, who was likewiſe kis niece, to know what 
Genclemgn chiefly frequented her Lady. Felicie 
tells him, that $zpontus is many nights with her, 


|- that there is much love and familiarity between 


them, and that he ſends her many letters. Her 
Uncle conjures her to intercept ſome of his letrers, 
which ſhe promiſed,and effe&ediin a ſhort time, for 
going to ferch her Lady anew pair of Romiſh 
Gloves, ſhe opens an 1voty box, wherein the finds 


the 'very Letter ſwe have formerly ſeen and 
read, : 


Satisfhed 
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Satisfied therewich,and vowing revenge, he goes 
tothe criminal Judges, and accuferh *Sypontur and 
V i#orina of the murther, they are both commitced 
ro priſon bur ſeparately. They are examined but 
deny the nurther, the next day Sypontus his own 
etter is produced, he ſtill confidently denyes the 
fa& and diſowns the letrer. Bur fearing the worſt, 
-ho writes to Vitorina theſe lines, 


SYPONTUS to VICTGRINA. 
FF it poſſible that thy affeftion to me hath been all 
k this while feigned ? and that thou whom 1 
truſted with all my ſecrets, are now Leconie the 
only perſon to betray me? I have hazurded my 
life for thy ſake, and muſt I be ſo unfortunate to 
looſe it through thy treachery ! When I bore mat- 
ters with ſuch care and ſeerecy, that no witneſs 
whatſoever could be produced againſt me, mui 
mine own letter, ſafely delrvered to thee, be 
brought forth to.convitt me of my crime? Is this 
toe reward of my love,aud the recompence of my 
affeion : O Viftorina, Victorina, ſuch is my 
tender eſteem of thy Touth and beanty, that bad T 
enjoyed a thouſand lives, T would have reputed 
w1y ſelf happy te have loft them all for thy ſake and 
fervice : and having but one wilt thou be ſo cruel 
fo deprive me thereof ? But that my loyalty aud 


comfort,that,as I have ever lived ſo I will nyw die 


thy tre Servant and faithful Lover. 
Sypontus. 


V iftorina receives this letter, and at the reading 
thereof ſhe diffolves into tearszto think that Sypontus 
thould ſuſpe&her tideliry,and therefore to clear that 


fdoubt to himyſhe ſends him this anſwer to his letter. 
x Vito 


affeion may ſhine in thy maker , take this for thy - 
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before his Judges, he chitiks (it co fignifie his mind 
to her, which, he doth in theſe words. 
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VICTORINA to SYPONTUS, 

Were the moſt wretched and ingratefulleſt La- 

dy of the world, yea not deſerving ws live or 
breath, if Vitorina ſhould prove treacherous to 
Sypontus , who bath fill been ſo true and kind to 
her. But believe me dear Sypontus, ax4 I 
ſpeak in the preſence of God, upon peril of my ſoul, 
that I am as innocent,as that witch, that Devil my 
maid Þelicia is guilty of the producing of thy let- 
ter , Which I fear will prove thy death, and re- 
Joyce , that in it, it ſhall likewiſe prove mine,for 
T0 clear my ſelf of ingratitude and treachery, as F 
have lived, ſo 1 will die with thee, that as we mu= 
tually participated the yoyes of life, ſo we may the 
torments of death, for, although thy letter accuſe 
me uot of my busband Sauranza's murther , yet 
that my affetiion may ſeine in my loyalty, 1 will 
not ſurvive but dye with thee, for I will accuſe 
my ſelf to the Fudges, not-only as an acceſſary, but 
as anthor sf that murth:r, and this reſolutmn of 
mine I yrite thee with tears, and will ſhortly ſeas 
ir with my blood. Viftorina. 


Sypontus receiving this, is much ſatisfied, that 
bis Lady is innocent, but when he reads her reſo- 
lution co dy with him, he condemnes himſelf for 
taxing her, and vowes no torment thall make him 
accuſe her, but that his death ſhall proclaim her 
innocency. And now expe&ing hourly robe called 


. 


SYPONTUS to VICTORINA. 
IVeer ViCtorina, thy Letter hath given me ſe 
IJ ful ' ſatisfaGim, as I repent me of my raſh, 
.- | crew 
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eredulity conceived againſt thy affettion and con 
fancy, and now lay the fault of the diſcovery of 
thy Letter, where it is and ought to be, on Felicia, 
not ou thy ſelf : It is with a ſorrowfull but true 
preſage, that I foreſee my life haitens to her perj- 
od, for the racke is already prepared for me, the 
rorments whereof I wil! willingly ſuffer for thy ſake, 
with much conſtancy and patience. I will deny 
mine own guilt the firit time, but not the ſecond, 
but in my torments and death, IT will acquit the: 
of thine,with as true a reſolution, avI hope to find 
Heaven. Thirefore by all the bands of love and 
affefiion, that ever hath been between us, 
1 pray and conjure thee to change thy reſolution, 
and ſtand on thine innocence, for if thou defireſ 
to gratifie me with thy laſt affetion at my death, 
tet it be, that Vitorina will live for Sypontus his 
fate, though Syponrus die for hers. 

Sypontus, 


Fhe Letter is ſcarce ſent, but he is called before 
the Judges, and put to the racke, whoſe torments 
he endures with admirable conſtancy denying all, 
bur the next day, the double torments makes him 
confeſs the letrer his, and himfelf guilty, but to- 
rally cicers Viforing. The Judges are glad of this 
confeſſion, and for his fault condemne him ro loſe 
his head the mexr day,berween the two columnes at 
St Markes place. And accordingly the morn be- 
ing come, he is brought to the Scatfold, where be- 
fore a multitude of Speftarors, he confeſſerh thi 
bloody murther, but cakes ic to his death, that 
Viciorina is abſolutely innocent, after which th 
executioner preſently ſevered his head from bi 
body. Three dayes after the Judges conſult oþ 


V iciorina, and ſo ſend for her, and threaten het 
WIE 


Hiſt, 6,Þ] 


fuſe 
tho 
mt 
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cor-[with the racke, but ſhe very boldly denies all : 
y of fyhereupon they in open Court acquit and difſ- 
cla, charge her. | 
true} Six months are ſcarce paſt fince theſe tragical 
eri=Srevolucions did happen , bur ſhe having forgotten 
theall, throwes of her mourning, adornes her (elf with 
the, ther richeſt jewels and habiliments, and reſolves, 
lenthat ſhe will have a ſecond husband : whom the 
1d, needs nor long to ſeek ; for her great wealth qad 
thebeanty brings her many ſuters, out of all whony 
find ſhe picks one Seignior Ludovicus F afſino, a neat and 
2nd handſome young Gentleman, and withall rich and 
25, nobly born, to be the man. He obſerving her af- 
101, Yfe&i on, ſeeks, courts, and wins her, which her pa- 
ref rents underftanding and knowing him to be vicious 
1th, and debauche, they ſeek to divert their Danghter, 
bis bur in vain, for before full ten dayes acquaintance, 
ſhe marries him, 
But a moneth is hardly paſt fince the Nuptialls, 
but he begins to leave his wife, and follow his old 
"ref courſe of whoring, fo that now the is become 2 
nts} married widow, whereat inwardly fretting to be 
11, thus abuſed, her jealoutie making inquiry finds the 
inf Lady Calenare to be the loadſtone that attrafts 
£0-f him from her, at which ſhe ftormes, and when her 
his husband comes home, for the ſame with injurious 
ole} words ſhe reviles him, bur finding this do no good, 
at ſhe vowes to be revenged, and char his life ſhall pay 
De dearly for his abufing her, and ſo concludes with 
ve her ſelf ſecretly to poyſon him : and for that pur- 
ai poſe ſends for an Apothecary named Augnſftino, to 
1 whom ſhe offerech three hundred Zecchines to un- 
he dertake and perform it ; Buc he very honeſtly re- 
hi fuſerh her, and cordially pertwades to better 
ol thoughts of heart, but ſhe perliſting in her bloody 
mrent, ſeeing he will not be wzoughe upon to do 
it, 
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Ir, purpoſes co doit her ſelf, and ſo proeures poy- 
ſon from a ſtrange Emperick, and waires opportuni+ 
ry to adminiſter it; which Faſſinoe"'s diſſolure life 
ſhortly preſeriterh, for coming home ſick; and com- 
Plaining thereof ro his wife V:&orine, he takes his 
bed, and prayes her to make hm ſome comfortable 
broarh for his ſtomach, ac which news ſhe exules, 
and for the betger concealing her wickedneſs, ſhe 
commands her maid Felicia tu make the ſame 
broath, ( nitending thereby ro be revenged of her 
alſo, for diſcovery of Sypontrs , Letter ) and 
while ſhe is bufie in boyling the ſame, V#orine 
goes to hex cloſer and fercheth the poyſon, where- 
of ſhe ( having ſent Felicia from the tire }) throwes 
eo parts into the broch, and keeps a third by her 
ſtill, Innocent Fe/jicia knowing nothing hereof, 
gives the broth co Faſſino, which he ſups up, this 
was in the morhings In the interiw hereof, ViGori- 
ne goes to her maids chamber, takes the remain- 
ing poyſon, layes it into Felicja's trunck, and ſo 
ſpeeds her away. By this time the poyſon ope- 
rates with Faſſizo, he calls for his wife and tells 
her, he feareth Fe/;c:a hath poyſoned him with the 
broth, and defires her ro ſend for his friends, who 
quickly coming, and finding him ready to expire, 
askes the cauſe, Vj&orina cries out, that her maid 
Felicia had that morning poyſonied him with 
ſome broath, which dying Faſfins likewiſe aveers ; 
herenpon Felicia is oprebcngncy ſhe 1s amazed, 
weeps, and cries out, Knowing 'her ſelf innocent, 
bur, doubring this proceeded from her Miſtrefſe. 
But no Fafino dyes, and the criminal Jndges ad- 
vertiſed thereof, come co his houſe next day, and 
upon examination find all probabilities of Felicia's 
giilr, who is upon this burryed away to priſon, _ 
" The Judges go away to their Tribunal, fend for 
| Felicis 
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Felicia and examine her, ſhe confeſſeth the broth, 
bur denies the poyſon, and withall tells them the is 
afraid,this is a device of her Miſtreſs, they aske hee 
if Vidorina touched the broth, ſhe ſaith, not to 
her knowledg, they remand Felicia to priſon, go 
again to Faſſtno's houſe, ſecure Vitierina, ſearch 
all her cloſets, boxes, trunkes and caskets, but 
6nd nothing, they go to Felicia's chamber, ſearch 
her trunke and therein find the poyſon : Now it is 
on all hands taken for granted, that Felicia was 
guilty, yer ſhe denies it, notwithſtanding which ſhe 
is by the Judges condemned to be hanged, che next 
morning at St. Markes place. Ar which time ſhe is 
brought to the place of exccution,and aſcendivg the 
Ladder, ſhe proteſts her innocency in this mattcr, 
and.chat ſhe knowes nothing of rhe poyſon, bur 
imagines her Lady Y:#orina 1s not innocent, and 
{o forgiving all the World, ſhe begins to prepare 
her ſelf ro dye; when, lo, «by the providence 
and mercy of God, the Apothecary Auguitino 
( formerly mentioned ) lands at St. Markes ftairs, 
who ſeeing a young Gentlewoman ready to be ex- 
ecuted, he demanded who ſhe was, and her crime, _ 
he is told the whole circumftance, then remembring 
Viferina's former tempting him to the (ame mur« 
ther,he confidently belicres the Miſtreſs guilty, and 
the condemned maid innocent : wherefore haſting 
away to the Officers, he requeſteth them to ſtay che 
BExccution for a little time, becauſe he hath ſome- 
thing toſay concerning Faſſinoes murther. 

The Executioner is commanded co forbear, and 
Auguſtino immediately in diſcreet manner, informs 
the Judges of the manner, time, and place, where 
Viforina (educed him co poyſon Faſſins, which him- 
lelf refiſed and diſſwaded her from. 

The Judges admiring at this diſcovery, remand 
Felicia 
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Felicia to priſon, and ſend to apprehend Vi&orina, 
who being ſuddenly taken, is aſtoniſhed, and con- 
fronted with Auguino ( who now makes good his 
former allegation ) after denyall, being adjudged 
co the racke , ſhe acquits Felicia, and acknowledg- 
eth her ſelf guilty, both of her firft and ſecond hus- 
bands death ; npon which confeſſion innocent Fe- 
licia is preſently freed, and Vi&orina condenined the 
next morning tobe hanged and burnt at St. Markes 
place : which was performed accordingly ; (ke 
thewing her ſelf very penicent for her ſaid crimes, 
and ſaying, that her example may bea Caveat to 
forewarn others from the like errours,and ſo confe- 
quently from the like puniſhmencs, 
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Catalina cauſing her waiting maid Anfilva, two ſe- 
werall times to attempt to poyſon her own ſiſter Be- 
rinthia, wherein failings ſhe afterward makes an 
Emperick,, termed Sarmiata poyſon ber maid Anli- 
Iva. Catalina, is killed with a thuniderbolt, and 
Sarmiata hanged for pozſoning Anhilva 3 Antonio 
feals away Berinthia with her own conſent, where- 
upon her Brother Sebaſtiano fights with him, and 
kills him in a Duell. Berinthia in revenge, mar- 
thereth her Brother Scbaſtiano, ſhe is adjudged to 
be immured between two walles and there languiſh* 


ing dies. 
In 
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a, 
Ns N Averoa City of Portugal there dwelt a Noble 
his man,named Doz# Jaſper de Vil :rezs, great both 


af by blood and revenues, who intermartief 
lg- | with Dos A'/phanta,the Marquefle of Denie's Niece, 
us J a Lady extraordinarily fair, and perfe&tly vertn- 
Fe= || ous, who had ifſue one Son, Don Sebaſtiano, an 
he | two daughters named, Dona Catalina and Dow 

kes | Berinthia, neither of them wanting their Parents 

ke | care, for their noble, and good education. So that 

es, | now growing to be capable of marriage, many Ca» 

tO | valiers of vero, become lwicorsra them, yea the 

ſes | chicfeſt Gities af Portugal fend their fons, but his 

age deeming them too young, p'rs them all off 

wich honourable excuſes, as not fer intending to 

S | marry his daughters. 

Sebaſtiano being ab road, becomes intimately ac- 
quainced with Don Autonis de Kiv-re of the City 
of Elvs, and chief Gentleman to che Ditke of Bra- 
ganſa. And that he might perpetuare this their 
familiarity, he offers him his eldett Sitter in marrt- 
age, and prayes him to ride over te fee her. 

Por Aatonio thankfuily lifinech to hum, accepterh 
his proffer, and prepares for his journey to Avero, 
where now we may {uppoſe him, together with Se- 
be baftiano, arrived, honourably atrended ; he pre- 
a# } ſently vitits Vilarezr, by whom he is reſpe&fully” 
entertained, where he fees both the Sifters : Buc 
likes the younger named Bzriathia, to whom 1n a- 
morous termes he reveals his love, which fhe cour- 
teoully giveth ear to, and to be ſhorr acceprs.” And 
now ſo powerful is his affe&ion, that not brooking 
Mr” delays, he finds out her Father and mother, and 
demandsof chem their danghrer Berinthia im marri- 
age, Vilarezo thanketh him, and offers him his 


eldeſt, Autonicvanſwers, he requetls the younge 
cue 
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the Father replyes, Catalina ſhall be firſt ſerved , 
whereupon they part : : i 
#tonis continues his (uite,and ſo doth Sebaf7;a- 
#9 for him, bur rono purpoſe, the father is reſo. 
hite to match Catalina firſt, which forceth Antonio 
rothis ſhifr, namely, to comply ſeemingly with 
Catalina, though Berinthia were the miarke he aim'd 
' But at length having no prerence of ſtay any 
longer,he rakes his leave which makes Berinthja 
ſad.But before his departure, after thanks given for 
his entertainment, and again praies them not to 
reJe& his ſuite for Berinthia, which they recurn to 
him for Catalina, And thus after ſome comple- 
ments ended they part. And in this Re” he 
makes it his only comfort to converſe with his Be- 
rinthia by Letter, which he doth in this man- 
ner. 
ANTONIO to BERINTHIA 
\Weet Berinthia, wert thou as courteous as fair, 
thou wouldeſt ref as confident of my affedtions, 
as I do of thy beauty, and then as much rejoyce in 
that, as 1 triumph in this : but as my tongue lately 
wanted power, ſo now doth my art to inform thee, 
how dearly T love thy beauty, and honour thy ver- 
tues, ſo as conld thy thoughts pry mto mine, or my 
heart be ſo happy to difiate to thine, thoſe ſhould 
ku9w,and this ſee, that Antonio i ambitious of xo 
other earthly felicity, then.cither tg live thy hus- 
band or dye thy martyr. Think with thy (elf, how 
farr thou under valueit my zeat, when I will deſ- 
pair of loviag Catalina, n__ cannot hope that 
Berinthia will affe me: only therefore in thee 
( ſweet Lady ) either to crown my joyes by thy c04- 
ſent, or to immortalize my torments by thy refuſal. 
Be pleaſed therefore, (fair Berinthia)to ſignify me 
thy reſolution, that I may know my doom and pre+ 
pare 


pare my ſelf "either to wed, thee, or my grave. 
Antonio. 


This Letter was ſent by Diego his Page, { who for 
his Maſters ſake is willing to counterfeit love ro 
Anfilva, the Lady Catalina's Gentlewoman, and 
for the more cleanly conveying his letters ) who 
delivers it to Berinthia, who receivech it with 
infinite content & joy,In the mean rime he delivers 
his Maſters letters to Vilarezo in his behalf, and in 
favour of his ſuit co Axſilve, thus having ſtayed 
ſome time he is deſirous to depart, and Berinthiz 
willing to give Antozio ſome ſatisfaltiom, returnes 
theſe lines to himin anſwer. 


_ BERINTHIA to ANTONIO. 
Ad I mot been more courteous to thee, then I 
am fair to my ſelf, thn hadit not taffed ſo 
much, of my affefi10n, nor I ſo many of my fathers 
frowns ; and althyugy thy tongue and pen have 
acquainted me with thy rich Zeal to my poor me= 
rits; yet judge pith thy ſelf, whither it be fit for 
me to requite thee with obſervance, or bim that 
gave me my being with diſobedience: As I deſire 
not to have thee die my martyr, ſo my Father will 
not permit thee to live my Husband, and yet as it 
is out of my own power to remedie the fit, ſo it is 

wot impoſſille for time to compaſs the laſt, not that * 
T reſolve to give thee too much bope, rather that I 
aim to take away ſome of thy deſpair ; to the end I 
may finde thee as conſtant in thy affefiion, as thou 
we ſincere in my Conftancy. My Siſters jeasloufie of 
me, and my Fathers diftaſt of thee, invite thee to 
manage this favour of mine with as much ſecreecy as 
cireumſpe ion. | 
| ' Berinchia. 
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-  Fhis Letrer, ſhe giv es with a preſent to Diego re- 
Its Maſter, who having his diſparch,takes his leave 
of 4: ſilva with promiſes to ſee her in three weeks ; 
and {6 ſpreds away,and delivers both to his Maſter, 
wao received chem with infinite affe&ion, the con- 
tents wherot breeds fuch a confufion in his thoughgs, 
that he cannot reſolve whac to do : therefore, for 
the nzore privacy of his thoughts, he ſuddenly re- 
tires, from his emploiment and the Court,to his own 
houſe at Elva, purpoſely to be neer Avers, that he 
might looſe no opportunity to proſecute his af- 
feion. 

Scarce hath he been at home two dayes, ere he 
ſends Dzego with another letrer to Berinthia : An- 
filza welcomes Diego, whom he hath no ſooner ſa- 
luted, bur he ſeeks Berinthia, finds her and: delivers 
his letter, whercin ſhe findeth theſe words, 


| ANTONIO to BERINTHA. 
T i impoſſible for my pen to expreſs the joyes my 
heart recerved at the reading of thy letter, and 
as I diſpraiſe not thy obedience to thy Father, ſo 1 
1r:finitely prize thy aff Gion to me, a thouſand times 
T kiſſed thy lines, and as often blejt the hand that 
wrote them, and although they gave me hope yet 
theſe hapes have brovght me doubt, and that daubt 
fear : nat that thou loveſt me, for that were to 
diſparage my judgment, in ſeeking to prophane thy 
affe tion, but that thou wilt vot pleaſe” to accept of 
»1y pronife, and to return me thine: wherein, if 
thou weigh the fervency of my love, T hope thou wilt 
the incredulitie of my fear ; for till I am ſo happie 
ot only ta, hope, but to aſſure my ſelf that Berin- 
thia wil/te Antonio's, # Antonio zs elreadie 
Berinthia's, I mujt needs fear, and therefore can- 


x9t truely rejoyce. 1 bave Lisbone to reſide at 
Elvas 
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Eluas; therefore ( fair aud dear Lady )T be- 
ſeech thee deſtinate me, d:ſpoſe my ſervice au 
command beth. I !nng to enjoy the felicity of thy 
preſence, for [take heaven to WITueſts thy al ſence 
is my hell oz earth. 

Antonio. 


Berinthia having read this; 1s exceedingly plea- 
ted, and will no longer hold hiny in ſufpence,. and 
therefore reſolves to (end him her heave and con- 
{entin her next. But chis calme mit have a ſtorm; 
Catalina is ſuſpicious of Djegy, that he {ms what 
ke is not; and managerh "Antonio's Tov&to her Si- 
ſter, and 'works Anfila rotry him, bnthe' is faith 
ful and will tel} porhing. When beheld an acci- 
dent diſcovers the whole truth : for on a Sunday 
morning, Brrinthiahavmg If her effantber and 
gvune Into the Garden'; Catalina *g0ts - mito her 
chamber''t6 ſee for a little book lately ilenr'her to 
read, but nor finding it where the expect: d, ſhe 
ſeeks i ic tn the pocket "of her gown which "the wore 
the day before, and' there inſtead thercot + unex- 
pedtedly finds Antonio"s init letter 5 whereat being 
troubled, the rakes it away, and lhews r to her fa- 
ther, who'angry atthe ſame, checks Berinthie,and 
reſtraints her offer hiberrty : which her ſiſter C.rta- 
ling, beighrens, nay rather then loſe Art9ri9, who 

ſhe allo "nf ves, he concludes to poyion Berinthiaz to 
abich end (he hires Anſi/va with a hundred duckets, 
and promiſe of as much more, ho afſures co per- 
form 1t, wherefore by” aft unknown meſſeyger (he 
ſends for peyſon, which is inſtantly brought” her in 

a (mall gally por, and ſhe refolves the ſame night 
to make uſe of it ; but before night Diego ſeeks our 
Anſilve,and tinds her in a cloſe bower in rhe garden, 
whom he ſalutes and-courts, when 6n a ſiidden his 
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noſe fell on bleeding, and having bloodyed bis own 
handkerchief , Anſilve haſtily taking hers our 
of her pocket, therewith drew out the gallypor, 
which falling on the ſtone floor , broke in pieces , 
whith Diego's ſpaniel licking up, immediately ſwel- 
led and dyed before them: they are both amazed, 
bur eſpecially X+fi/va,who knowes not what excuſe 
ro make, for Diego prefſech her ro know for whom 
this poyſox was prepared;her uncertain anſwers make 
him more inqulitive z (othat he prevails, and ſhe 
tells him, that her miſtreſſe Catal:usa had hired her 
therewith to poy fon” Berinthia. 

Diego no ſooner knows this, but, under colour 
of ſtoping his blood, he gets away and informes Be- 
rinthbia-thereof, praying her to be careful of her 
ſelf and life, and. defires her to write, for next 
morning he will to his maſter to tell him thereof. 
And fo at his appointed time, pretending his Fa- 
ther had ſent for him, he hies away with his news 
and Berintbias letter co Eluas. v8 

Here muft me at preſent leave hip, and come 
to Catalina, who urges Auſilva to the performance 
of her promiſc,which ſhe again aſſures her the per- 
formance of in three dayes; and for the effeting 
thereof (he provides a fecond poyſoned. potion. In 
the interim Diego comes to E/nas, and haſtily deli- 
vers his maſter Berinthia's lecter,which he found to 


ſpeak theſe words, 


BERINTHIA to ANTONIO, 

MI: Siſters Cataltna's malice is ſo extreme; 

& far my affection ro thee, as fhe degenera- 
teth not ouly from grace but nature, and. ſeeks ts 
bereave me of my life: This bearer, thy Page,whom, 
I pray, love for my ſake, ſith he under God, hath- 
aw preſerved me for thine, will more fully and 
#4 4 2 * ; by par- 
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particuarly acquaint thee with the manner thereof. 
So ſith there is no ſafety for me in my fathers houſe, 
into whoſe proteftion ſhall I throw my ſelf bgt in- 
to thine,of whoſe ſincere affetion I am ſo confident, 
#5 I re# aſſured thouwilt ſhow thy ſelf in preſervius 
» life with Mine honour. It is no point of diſobedi-> 
ence in me to my Father, but of dear reſpet} ts my 
own life, and th:refere to th:e, for, and by, wh3m 
T live, thar makes m: ſo earneſtly deſire thy help 
and fight, fith the firit will lead me from deſpair, 
and the ſecond to hope au1 j3y,both to content, till 
Fear and Love makes the Hours Tears, ant 
Minutes Moneths. Bermchta, 


Antoniq underſtanding this, poaſts away his Page, 
to Berinthia wich this lercer, 


ANTONIO co BERINTHIA. 
S the Sun breaking forth of an olſcure cloud, 
ſpines the clearer,ſo dsth thy true affettion to 
me, in that damnable malice of thy fiter Catalina 
to thee for my ſake : having therefore firſt thanke1 
God for thy miraculous preſervation,ſs my Pages fi- 
delitie in the diſcoverie of it ſhall neither be forgot« 
ten nor- unrequited: T will never reſt till T aſſiſt 
thee,which I will not faile to do on monday night at 
twelve of the clock,when I will wait at the poſtern of 
thy Fathers arbour ,wh:re let the light of thy can- 
dle be my ſignet, ana the report of my Piſtol, 
thine. I] am throw:ng away my pen, w-re it 
wot to tell thee, that my ſword ſhall proted thy life, 
& mine honour preſerve thine,Diego who brought 
me the news of thy danger, ſhall atten1 thze , 
in thy flight, he being the bearer hereof. So fare 
well till we meet. 
| Antonio. 
Diegs 
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Diego flies with this Letrer, and delivers it to 
Beriathia , who packing vp the chiefeſt of hex ap- 
parel| and jewels, prepares againſt the time ap- 
pointed, when in the interim, Catalina perfifting 
in her malice, the very ſame night of her flight, 
ſends Anfilva under pretence of kindneſs to Berin- 
thia ( pretending to go to bed ) with a ſweer poſler, 
telling her, her Lady had drunk one half and 
ſent her the other, Bug ſhe being forewarned, is 
forea1 med, ſo accepting thereof, and ſetting: ir 
down, ſhe prayes Auſi/va to fetch her prayer book 
.and gloves ourof her Siſters: chamber, and during 
her abſence ſhe poures it out inco a baſon in her 
cloſet, and inſtead thereof ( having waſhed the 
cup _ puts Almond'milke therein, which at Anſi/- 
va's return, the takes and drinks up before her, and 
withal) gives her the good night, and ſends her a- 
way. Catalina demands ifthe bulinels be diſparch- 
_ ed,* ſhe anſwers, yes. Abour' an hour afcdy this, 
Diego comes ſecretly to Berinthias Chamber , 10 
adviſe of her flighr, the tells him of the porion, he 
ſtarcles, but at laft joyntly agree to ery it on Ca- 
talina's Parot, which was then in her chamber : 
rhey doſo ; the bird immediately ſwells and aies : 
they wonder at Catalina's malice, praiſe God for 
his mercy, throw the reſt of the poyſon away, and 
lay-the dead paror” on the table , waiting (now 
wich impatience for. Antonio's arrival, when lo ſhe 
acars'his Piſtoil , Diego takes up the trunk abs! (e- 
cretly goes away, and Berinthia followes him 
through che tft court to the garden, thence to 
the Poſtern, where Autonio meers her and conveyes 
her cohis Coach, which haſts away to E/vas with 
all poſſible ſpeed, where we muſt leave them for rac 
preſent, and come back to Avere. | 
Catalina the next morning hopes to hear ſome 


pit full 
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picifull outcries for Berinthja”s death, bt ſheis de- 
ceived, whereat ſh= admires, and according-to 
cuſtom, her niaid Axſi/va and her (elf,* about "ten a 
clock went-up to Berinthia's Chamber, 'whom they 
find not, on)y Catalina, inſtead of her Siſter, finds 
her parort d-ad on the table : They look fearfully 
on one another, bur hearing that Diego way allo 
gone, they agree that Eerinthia 15 fled.  Catalind 
vives the Alarum and tells her Father, Mother and 
Brother hereof, who making inquiry, finde thar 
ſhe was conveyed away by Antonio, Vilarezo and See 
baffiano ſtormes hereat, and conſult what co do, 
They ſend a meſſenger to (ſee, who returnes ; and 
aTures chem that Berixthia is with Antonio. Vilare- 
2 being lick of che gout, ſends Seba/tiano with i% 
reſolure Gentlemen, to draw reaſon of Antonio 
for the affro!:t, and to bring back Berinthia by one 
means or other. Sebajtiano arrives, layes before 
him rhe atfronc and rells him, that his-Father and 
himfelf ate” reſolved to have Berinthia again ar 
what price ſoever,and ſo fairly demands her. Anto= 
iv atiſwers and denies to deliver - Beriathia, and 
for reaſon tell him cthe-rwo atcemprs of Catalinz 
to poy.on her and therefore he reſolves ro pro- 
rect her from the.1t-e dangers for the furure mn his 
Cattle : where we myſt leave her.to {peak of Cate- 
lina, who finding her.creachery to Berixthia reveal- 
ed, ( by her-Fathers examination of her to that 
point ) and knowing Aaſi/va might arake good the 
tyſpition againſt her, (he chinks 1c now high time 
to make her away, for the effe&ing, whereof Catz- 
liza Tends for an' Etaperick, one Pedro Sarmiata, - 
and bargains wich him for a hundred duckers to ' 
poyſon Anfilva, which he undertakes, and in few 
dayesby infuting poyſons in:o ſome potions admi- * 
nittred to hep ſhe dies, while this is ating ar Avero, 


by 
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by Catelina, her Brother ls prepairing for the like, 
though ſomewhat more honourably at Elyas, who 


having received. order from his Father ; eirher by 
Jaw or the (word to bring home Berinthbia, ſends 
Villandras his Couſen to Anronio for his laft refolu. 
tion, which was as before ; wherehpon Sebafiano 
minding his honour and reputation ſolely, reſolves 
to regain his Siſter by armes, and ſo making choice 
of Vilaudras for his &econd, the next morning he 
{ends liim to Antonis's Caftle with this enſuing chal- 
lenge. 


SEBASTIANO:ro ANTONIO. 

muſt either return my Siſter Berinthia, ro. A+ 
Vero, or loſe my life here at Elvas, for T bad 
rather dye, then ſee her diſhonour, fith hers is 
mine: neither do I firft infringe or violate the 
bonds of our familiarity, in. regard thou art 
both the Author and cauſe thereof , wherefore, of 
two things,reſolve on one, ei. her before to, morrow 
morning at ſix of the clock, render me my Sifter 
- Berinthia, or elſe «t that bour, meet me on foot 
with thy Second in the ſquare green medow, under 
thin- own Caſtle, where the. choice of two ſingle 
repiers ſhall attend thee, if thou art honourable, 
thou will grant my firit, if generous not deny my 


econd reque Y 
4 : 6 Sebaſtiano. 


Antonio receives and accepts hereof, and chuſing 
neer Kinſman cf his, named Don Belaſco for his 
econd, they privately meet at the appointed 

time and place, whither they are no ſooner come, 
it they throw of their doublets and draw, and at 
the third cloſe Sehaffiano runs him through the 
yody were the hegrts mhereys feſt: Kuggering, He 
p . : 000 


= oY GIO , 1.9» mw, ws 


| »& 


| 


Book 2. Antonio and Berinthia. 75 
ſoon afrer fell down dead, and as it were. in the 
turning of a hand, the like fate attends Bellaſco. 
This combat is quickly divulged, and notice of 
the ſame given to the criminall Judges, who in fa- 
your of money and friends,remit Sebafiano and Vi{- 
laudras, and give them their pardons, which they 
have no ſooner gotten, but Sebaſtiano comes to &n- 
tonis's Caſtle-gare and demands Berinthia 3 which 
is utterly denyed : heſeeks aid of the Judges, who. 
grant him an armed force, wherewith he' forces 
the Caſtle, and cakes his Siſter away ( in the midſt 
of her tears and mourning for her dear Antonio } 
who refuſerh all comfore, and cannot look upon 
her Brother, but with an eye of indignation and 
revenge, which ſhe vowes one time or other to take 
of him. Thus Berjnthia is by force againſt her will 
brought home, where her fifter Catalina, confefſerhy 
privately her former malice to hex, in ſceking re» 
concihation we muſt leave them. 

Anfilva had a Siſter named Tſabella, which was 
tobe married, who invites the Ladies, Catalina 
and Berinthia to her wedding, Berinthia's ſorrowes, 
makes her ftay at home, bur Catalina takes Coach 
to go thither, when behold as ſhe was in the way, a 
ſudden tempeſt ariſes, and a terrible thunderbolc 
pierceth her through the breaſt, and almoſt kills 
her in her Coach, at the fright hereof her waiting 
maids ana. Coachmary returues home with her, 
who is put to bed, where finding fhe cannot live, ſhe. 
confeſſeth, that ſhe twice atrempted to poyſon her 
Siſter Berinthia by her waijcing maid Avfilva, and. 
fince. that, that ſhe had hired one Sarmiate to, 
poyſon- the ſaid Z4nſilva, which he performed, 
whereof ſhe ſaid ſhe heartily repented and ſo dyed. 
The criminall - Judges are acquainted hereof, who. 
decree order and power to apprehend —_— 

& who 
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who:was at Tſabella's. weedding, whither by thiy 
time the news of Catalina's ſudden deach 1s arrived, 
which amazes. Sarmiata, who endeavours to eſcape, 
bur the houſe, being-beleagured with officers, he is 
taken going forth, and commicted cloſe priſoner : 
In the afternoon .bezng examined and pur to the 
rack, .he ,confeſſeth all the circtunſtances of the 
murther, for which the next morning he was hang- 
edright againſt /;/arezs his houſe, un a gibber purs 

polely creed. 0 m0 
Recrurne.we now to Berintbia, who hating her 
brother Sebaif:axo for killing her Antonio, ſwears 
bis death ; for the doing whereof ſhe provides 
her ſelf of a ſharp long knif, -and about ten dayes 
afcer her ſiſters death, early in'a morning, with 
the knif hidden in her fleeve,and «lute in her hand 
the comes to Sebaftians's chamber, 'and fades him 
Aleeping, which as ſon as ſhe perceives, the laies 
down ker lute, takes her knif, and wich it cutrs 
His throate, ſo as he.could neither:cry nor ſpear; 
-and giving him ſeven ſeveral wounds rhrough the 
body, leaves him there and retires-to her chamber : 
Bur not ſo ſecretly but ſheisſeenby Ph:/;ppo her 
dead Brothers Page entring her chamber. Philippo 
goes up ro his Malter, finds him musthered in his 
bed, and thereupon cryes our. The noiſe calls all 
the honſe together, who ſearch-for the murtherer 
but finding none, the Page ſairh he-fears ic is Be- 
rinthia, they inquire of her, fhe denyes her know- 
tedge in any thing ofic : her' chamber is ſearched 
and trunks, .and nothing harmeful or often{ive 
weapon found, yet rke Judges muſt 'be 'certifyed 
hereof, who preſencly come to the houſe, andhear- 
ing Pb1lippo's words, & weighing ocher circumſtan- 
"ces they tuppoſe her guilty, and commir her to pit 
Lon, The next morning the is examined-and py 
| (iſt 
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ſits in her denyal;thereupon before ſhe is put to the 
rack *ris tho ught fit once more to ſearch her cham- 
ber where they pryinto all places and things there, 
yea into her very cloſe ſtool, where at laſt they 
find Berinthia's bloody gown and 1a tt wrapt up the 
murthering knif : which brought before the judg- 
es and ſhewn :' at the {1ght of th: ſame, ſhe confe(- 
feth the whole murther and begs mercy of her 
Judges, who notwithſtanding condemn her to be 
hang'd in the publick marker place. 

But by the mediation of her friends with much 
difficulty, her ſentence is altered, and ſhe is con- 
demned to be 1mmured up betwixt two walls, and 
there with a {lender dyer to end che remainder of 
her dayes, and this ſentence was ſpeedily pur in 
execution, where in a ſhort time the yellow jaun- 
dies and a burning fever ſhorten her dayes, 

This was miſery and ſhame the attendants of thar 
family, and all indeed by the fathers perverſneſſe : 
May all parents be warned hereby not to think to 
bind up afteQion by force: and may all children 
pray for grace to withſtand che Devill , though 
urged by the rigour of their reſtraint ca the cone 
trary. 
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7 8 The Contents. | 
Beluile treacheronſly, murthereth Poligny in the Freet 
'* Lauricia Poligny's miftreſſe betr gyeth Belvile to ber 
Chamber,aud therein revenge ſhoots bim ; when af- P 
. filed by ber tparting made .Lucilla they give bim 
many wounds with 4 ponyard and murther him. Lu c 
cilla flying for this fait, is drowned in a Lake and | * 
Laurieta rakes, banged and burnt for the ſame. ( 


WN Avignion a City of France there dwelt a | 
young Genthewoman of abour twenty years 1 
of age, called Madawoſc{le Laurieta , by the 2 


death ofher parents left co her ſelf, betng more 
fair then rich; and endued with maiiy excellent c 
qualicies and peifeRions, but all were (ullied with c 


one Vice namely unchaſticy, Whereto ſhe gave } al 
her ſelf over, bur eſpecially with, one Mounſicar de wr 


Belvile; who had more wealch and money then et- 
ther wit or grace, and was ſo ſotred in Laurieta's 
Jove that he ſpecnds bis rime wholly in courting 7 
and entertaining her ; however ſhe is a(lvertiſed; . 
that he is not content to injoy her, but that he 


brags of her favours, yea and hath ler fall ſcme _ 
ſpeeches tending to her diſhonour. Whereof the ff ©? 
exe time of meering ſhe tells him, and after a ſharp || ": 
check, forbides and baxiſherh him ber company, || ®! 
but he perſevers in his. love, which Lavriets mind- tin 


ing,and judging his innoceucy by his conſtancy,ſhe 
| 4 ts 
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readmits into her favour, with proteftation of ſe- 
vere revenge ifever he offended againin the like 
nature, 

About this time cores to Avignion one Moun- 
fieur De Poligny, a brave young Gentleman, who 
no ſooner ſees Leuriets, but he is enamouret with, 
her, ſalutes and courts her, but not in the way of 
bonour or marriage, but to make her his turtezan, 
but ſhe is averſe and deafto his requeſts, whereat he 
growes penfive, and beats his wits, how he may at- 
tain to enjoy her :. when lo an unexpeRed occaſion 
preſents it ſelf to him in this manner. 

Madawoyſelle La Palaiſeire, a rich young Gentle- 
woman living in Avigtion, ſeeing Poligni dance , 
falls in love with him, whereof he receives ſo ma- 
ny ſeeret fignes, as he cannot be ignorant of- the 
ſame, bur he flights her for Laurieta, yer the is ſo 
blinded with Love, that knowing Laurzeta was the - 
cauſe of Polign;”s diſdain to her, fhe reſolves with 
the firſt opportunity to acquaint him that Belvile 
was Laurieta's Servant, and ſhe his Miſtreſs, which 
not long afcer having a fic time, ſhe doth, which 
ſo nettles him to the heart, that he cannor reft cl} 
aſcertained of the truth thereof, which he finds 
no means or perfons fo able to do, as Lucilla, Lay- 
rieta's waiting maid ; her he wins with gold and 
ſhe reveales all, confirming Pa/aiſeires words, that 
Belvile was her ſole favorite; yer for ſome words 
dropt lately from him againſt ker honour, he was 
like to have been diſcarded. Po/igny underſtanding, 
and withall being rold rhis thac B-{v;le was bur 4 
eoward, he concludes co work on him, and fo inli- 
nuartes into Be/y;/es company,and becomes familiar 
with him,ſo as there are not greater conſorrs and 
companions then chey, Polignie now wa ting his 

time makes a party at Tennis with Belvile ſor a col- 
| lation 
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Jation and bears him, and ſo taking two Gentle- 
n La Foxtain and Borells with them, they goto 
the Tavern, where they are very merry and Polig- 
nie telling Be/vi/e he was forry for his lots, invites 
him to ſee the City of Orange, where he will repay 
him ina dinner, The invitation is accepted, aid 
the iiext morn they all four take horſe for Orange. 
Where baving viewed that ancient City, With all 
the remarkable ©bje&s & monuments therein,rhey . 
goto ther Inn, fall rotheir Via!ds, and after din- 
ner waſh them dow wich ſtore of Wine, . And 
now Pclignie laics his bait, O ! quoth he how hap- 
py are the Gentlemen of Ttalie to us of Fraace, for 
afcer dinner they go every one to his Conrtizan 
without controui, | know not, faid La Foatain, 
but I believe Avignion has good-fellow-wenches 
as well as Iralie. Yea quoth Be/vz/e I am ſure 
that for Jewes and Curtezaxns, 1t may com- 
pare with any City of TJralze: For, from the 
Lady to the kichinmaid all are tratable. Nay ſaid 
Borells, except itill our holy Siſters the Nunns, 
Nor I, quoth Lelv:le, nor my Miſtreſs neither, and 
{0 na'nes Lazrieta. Poltgnie hath now what he 
{ought for, fo their mirthtended, they return to 
Avignion, where he cannot reſt cill he have inform- 
cd er of Belviles folly : which next moriing by hs 
Lackey he doth fi tliis manner. 
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POLIGNI to LAURIETA- 
T is out of ſincere afet'ion to thee, not of a= 
lice to Yelvile that I preſume to ſgnifie to thee, 
how lately in my preſence as Orange, his tongue 
let fall ſome wards that tended to thy. d1ſhonour : 
whereof I know it is not only the part, tut the duty 
of a true Gentleman, to be rather crurzors 1H Pre. 
| ſerving, than any way ingratef ll in the revealing 


thereof. If thon wilt not approve my zeal, yet _—_ 
| | a 
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all the reaſon of the World to pardon my pre> 
ſumption :- and to make my Letter reall, what 
my pen affirmes to Laurieta, my ſword is ready 
ts confirm to Belvile. : 


Poligny. 


Laurietz receives this Letter, with grief, Cho- 
ler, and aſtoniſhment, and having returned many 
thanks ro Poligny for his courtehe by his. Page , 
ſends for Belvile, whois no ſooner come to her, 
but ſhe chargeth him wich che ſcandall delivered 
by him at Orexge in preſence of Poligny, and others, 
againft her honour and chaſtity, wherewith ſhe 
fell into ſuch a rage, thar ſhe would there have 
ſtab'd him, had henort been diverted by her wait- 
ing maid Lucilla; he is ſtartled at her paſſionate 
carriage, forſwears and denies the words, and 
vowes his Innocency, the, to convince him, pro- 
duceth Poligny's Letrer, buc he ſtall denies ir, but 
ſhe will not be ſatisfied unleſs he vindicate her 
honour againſt Poligny in a duell, which, rather 
driven by neceſſity than courage, he undertakes, 
and ſoine three dayes after , ſends him by his 
Lackey this challenge, 


Belvile to Poligny. 
Hy malice and treacheryto me is as od ious as 


remarkable, for while I ſought to —_ thy 
friendſhip, it bath been thy ambition to betray 


wine, in ſowing diſcord betwixt the Lady thou 
waiteſt of and my ſelf,upen the point of her bononr, 
for whoſe defence I owe not only my ſervice, but 
life;therefore,ſince I bave been the undeſerved ob« 
jet of thy malice, find it ues frange, that 1 

*'F ju#l 
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juſtly repute thee the cauſe of my envy, which can 
receive no other ſatisfattion, but, that th morrow 

' at five inthe Morning, thou meet me, without * 
Seconds, on the bridg by the iron tump, with thy 
ſingle rapier , where I will attend thee with ans- 
ther, of which two take thou the choice, and give 
me the refuſall. | 

Belvile. 


Poligny receives this challenge, with admiration 
at his reſolution, and bids the Lackey rei] his 
Maſter he will not fail to-meet him ar the hour and 
place appointed. The morning is now come, and 
Belvile with very unwilling ſteps, -is cometo the 
bridge; and ſoon after comes Poligny, ſo prepa- 
ring themſelves, and having drawn their weapons, 
they joyn with reſolution and fury ; but after the 
receipt: of two wounds, Belvile throwes off his 
{word, prayes Poligny rodelift , for he holds him- 
ſelf ſarisfhed, and defires his life , which Poligny 
grants him, and ſo they part : Poligny going ro 

- his chamber, and Belvile to his Chirurgeons, The 
* . + newes of this combar is ſpread abroad by rwo ſoul- 
diers who had {een them fighting : ſh- ſends ro Be!- 
vilero know the truth, he will not be ſpoken with, 
rhen the reſojves to ſend to Ps/igny, but is preven- 
red, for he in perſon comes to her chamber , 
where, after a complementall ſalute, he tells her, 
that he had given Belvi/e two wounds for her ſake, . 
and his life for his own, whereat ſhe rejoyceth, 
and herebegin their: affe&ions. 

Wile thns Poligny triumphs in Lanrieta's at- 
 & &ion; La Pelaiſerrecis grieved for his loſs, that ſhe 
* cannot gain him, and Belyjle vowes to redeem his 

"honour with Polignies life, which La Palaiſerre 
widerſtanding by Come'words ſhe heard, our of her 
W--& Ty . Len» 
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tender love to him, ſhe reveals ic to him mm this en« 
ſuing letter. | 


La Palaiſeire to Poligny. 


O teſtifie now the conftancy of my affedtion 
with ink, as I have formerly the fervency 
thereof with tears, thou haſt ſome cauſe to fear, and 
I to dowbt, that Belvile hath ſome dangerous - pros 
jet to pat in execution againit thy life,and,axT rex 
veal it to thee ont of care, ſo look thou prevent it by 
_ diſcretion;leaft be beFeave thee of thy life, ds thou 
ha him of hu Laurieta.T 4s ot preſume to ſend 
thee this advice out of any irregular ambition 
to purchaſe thy favour, but only 14 let thee know, 
that my affection can ſhine through the clouds of 'thy 
diſdain. Regard thirefore thine own ſafety, al- 
beit thou will not reſpett my coment, and althingh 
thou wilt wot afford me the honour to be thy Mi-- 
ftireſs , yet I will take the reſolution to live' und 
&ye thine baud-maid. 31 gen? 
La Palaiſeire, + 


Poligny receives this Letter with laughter at' hee 
afte&ion, for he is ſo beſotted on Laurietz that he 
minds nothing elſe; yer upon ſecond thoughts he 
thinks to return thanks to Le Palaiſeire , which: 
he doth after a flight manner , and fo growes care-' 
leſs of himſelf, not minding her advice : | but Bl." 
vile is more watchful in his malice.” For underſtand=" 
ing that he comes ofcen very late: from Lanrjeta, 
he reſolves to run him through with his rapier, as: 
he ifſueth forth of her houſe, and the berter to 
hide his villany, he goes from Avignion and pre- 
tends tothe City of 4ix in Provence, but afcer 
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fix dayes returning. with none but his Lackey in 
diſguiſe, he paſfſeth the gates,and goes to Laurieta's 
door, and there ſtands with his rapier drawn, ( be- 
ing informed that Poligny was there ) abour one of 
the clock in the night : Po/igny comes out, and is 
nq fovaer in the Street , bur Bel/vi/le meers him, 
and runs him through , and ſaddenly doubling his 
blow, kills him dead, which done he runs to fdorſe, 
and by rhe ſame gate he entered (for money ) he 
goes out to Orenge, and thence to Aix the next 
day. By this time the neighbourboad takes a- 
lerum, and finds the murthered body, which the 
Criminal Judges, upon notice thereof, coming to 
view, know to be Monſieur Peligny ; they make a 
fri and diligent ſearch, but cannat find the 
murtherer. 

But Lauriete is ſatisfied in her thaughts, and 
deeply, (wears, that nothing ſhall ſatisfie her for 
Poligny's death, bur Belviles blood, who, conſcious 
of his own guilr, flies from Aix to Lyons, and 
thence to Paris, where he thoughr to ſecure him- 
ſ{elfin the multitude of people thicher reſorting, 
and there reſiding: And in that place he falls co his 
old fins of Adultery and Wharedom, which in a 
ſharr tire ſo drain his purſe,that be loaths Paris , 
and will return to Avigrion. And he is the. rather 
induced to it, by a freſh remembrance of Laurieta, 
whom he prefers before all the beauties of Paris, 
and ſo he'is reſolute to ſend one of his Lackeyes 
to Avignion, partly for money , but Chicfly ra 
deliver a letter to Lavrieta, which he doth, where- 
MN. were conteined theſe lines. 


Belvile. 
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Belvile to Lauriete, 


T* Poligny had as truly reſpetied meas I dearly - 
loved thee, thou hadfi not ſoſoon caſt me out of 
thy fuvour, nor God him ſo ſuddenly out of the 
orid, audgthough he dyed mine enemy,yet in deſ- 
pight of his malice and death,l will live his friend: 
And if thou lovedſt him, as I think, thou didft, [ 
wiſh I might fight with bis murtheret for his owe 
ſake, and kill him for thine, what or what not | 
bave perfotmed for thy ſake, is beſt known to my 
ſelf, fince thou diſdaineft to know its but if thou 
wilt pleaſe to abandon thy diſdain, then my af 
feftion and the truth will inform thee, that I bave 
ever conflantly reſolved to dye thy Servant, though 
thou have ſworn ever to live my Miſtreſs, ſo that 
could I but #s happily regais thy affettion and fa= 
voury as I unjuſtly loſt it, Belvile would quickly 
leave Paris ts ſee Avignion, and abandon all the 
beauties of the World to do homage to fair and 
ſweet Lauriers. 
Belvite- 


She rejoyceth at the receipt hereof to his Lackey, 
bur laughs in her ſleeve ro fee him thus beſotred 
to his ruine,(which the bach purpoſed) and ro keep 
him ill in darkneſs, ſhe ſends him a preſent, and 
this Letter in return of his by his ewn Lackey. 


Laurieta to Belvile, 


$1 acknowledge 1 loved Poligny, ſo I con- 

feſs I upver hated thee, and, if his treache- 

rous infinuation were too prevalent with my cre- 
dulity,attribute it tomy indiſcretion, nov" inicon- 
F3 | 
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| Fancy: for if hedyed thine enemy, let it ſuffice 
that I live thive handmaid. I am ſo far from 

his diſdaining, as I infinitely deſire to know what 

thou. baif' done for my ſake, that I may requite thy 
love with kiſſes, end makg 'my thanks wipe of 

the conceit of my ingratitnde, as for my affetti- 

. * 0, if was never loſt to-thee, nor ſball ever be 

- found but of thee. To conclude, I wiſh our litle 

* ' Avignion were thy great Paris : And, if thy love 
. : be as firm' &s mittee , let my Belvile haffex to ſee 
his Laurieta, who hath vowed to rejoyce more 4 

. thouſand times at bis return,than ever ſhe grieved 
«t Polignics death, | 

| Laugieta. 


The receit and perufall of this Letter ſpur him 
forward in his deſires, ſo that he ſpeeds to 4vigni- 
- 0x, and the very firſt nighrof his arrivall viſits ker, 
who embraceth him wich an extraordinary ſeem- 
ing affeftion, and praycth him to viſit her.often, (0 
they part, -The nexr-dyy-heicomes. to ber. again, 
when ſhe prayes him to tell her. what. he hath 
done for her; c » heſwearing her to ſecrecie tells 
her, that it was he who killed Pol;igny in manner 
aforementioned /: ſhe obſerves he alwayes ,carries 
4 piſtol about. him, and askes him che. reaſon, he 
tells her, *ris in his own defenge. So they part a- 
gain , he having gotten a promiſe of farther fa- 
vour the next day after dinner, In the mean 
time ſheruminates of nought but his death, and 
the means to effe&'ir, which'the concludes to be 
his own-/piſtol : and now fully reſolved, fhe deals 
with her waiting- maid Lxci/la, and with gold, 
gains her conſentto afliſt her , and chen þids her 
be ſure to have a good ponyard ready in caſe 
they need it, which Lucills gets ready, \, 


' The 
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\-The time is now come , and Belvile has no ſoon- 
er dined, bur he comes on hoxſeback with his ewo 
Lackeyes to her door, and going up ſtairs ſhe meets 
him, affuring him of her love and readineſfe to 
pleaſure him, only ſhe deſires him to ſend away 
his Lackeyes, which he ſtepping aſide to do, Lau- 
rieta ſteps ro her maid, and bids her ſtand cloſero 
her with the Ponyard ; Belvile returns, and ready 
to return ( as he thought ) into a withdrawing 
chamber, layes his piſtoll-on the rable, which Lau- 
riets takes up, and enquires if it be charged, and 
how to ſhoot ir off ; he thews her : fo ſhe is deſt- 
rous to ſhoot it off, and prayes him ro look out at 
the window for a mark ; he {tooping co look our, 
Lauriete, baving the Piſtol ready bent in her hand, 
{hoots into the reins of his back, at which ſtagger- 
ing,'Lucala ſteps up, and with che Ponyard gives 
him five or fix' wounds through the body, fo as he 
falls dead at cheir feet : which done, they drag 
his body down ſtairs into a low Cellar, where 
they bury him in his clothes, and pile billets over 
him. The Lackeys of Belvile ſtay rill night with 
his horſe 3 but not ſeeing him to come, they goto 
Lawrieta's houſe to enquire for him . ſhe anſwers 
them, that he ſtayed nor an bour with her ere he 
went away, and that ſhe had not ſeen him fince ; 
they expe& him two or three dayes, but not hear- 
ing 'of him, acquaint ſome Genclemen his Friends, 
who: go with chem, and demand hin of Laurieta, 
lhe: anſwers as before ; bur they are ſuſpicious of 
her, and acquaintthe Criminal Judges, who after 
examination of ſeveral parries', commit her _to 
priſon ; where about three weeks afrer, virtuous 
Le Palaſeire viſits her, to whom in diſcourſe a- 
mong- other things Laurjeta told her, that her ſelf 
was as innocent of Belvilcs death, as ſhe was of 
F 4 Polignie:y 
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Foligny's; which words being overheard, were in- 
ſtancly carried te the Judges, who thereupon ap- 
prehend La _ whoſe innocency makin 
her undaunted, ſhe upon examination, relates al 
that ſhe knew, as is before herein related : where- 
upon, with commendation they acquit her. And 
now newes 1s brought to Lauriete to priſon, that 
Lucilla her waiting maid is ſecretly fled , which 
caufeth more ſuſpition in the Judges, who ſet all 
the Citie and Countrey for her apprehenſion; fo 
that now Laurjeta is in deſpair, as thinking it im- 
pollible ſhe ſhould eſcape : bur ſee the judgement of 
God ! for as ſhe fled by night from Avignien to 0- 
renge ſhe was drown'd,and the next morning found 
dead, between the rwo Cities in the Fenny Lakes ; 
which news revives Laxrieta, for now ſhe knows 
ſhe cannot accuſe her. Rut this flight adding a 
probability to Laurieta's crime, the is judged to 
the rack, the torments whereof ſhe endures with 
patience and conſtancy, ftoutly denying her faQ, 
and maintaining her innocency, which makes her 
Judges to acquit her the week following, if they 

eard nothing to the contrary in the mean cime ; 
whereat ſhe grows proud, and builds caſtles in che 
Ayre. 

ot lo here an accident. Laurjete being indebt- 
ed to her Landlord a whole years rent, and three 
hundred Livers in money. which he had len her, 
and finding no hopes of getting either, lets ouc 
that-part of his houſe which ſhe held of him, to 
the Dean of Carpentras (who was come that winter 
tofojourn in Avignion for his healths ſake) and for 
his ſatisfa&ion, ſells her houſhold ſtuff, even to the 
billets in her Cellar : upon the removal of the laſt 


whereof, they finde the earth hath lately been- 


opencd co the proportion. of a grave, whereof che 
ſervants 
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ſervants telling their Maſterzhe inſtantly believes , 
that undoubtedly Leuriete had killed Belvile, and 
buried him there 3 wherewich he acquaints tlie 
Judges, who haſt thither, and cauſing the new 
opened earth to be removed, they finde the mur- 
thered body of Bel»:le in his clothes; And now 
_— _ dent that Leuriete and her _ were 

ity, they privately convey Belviles body to 
- priſon, A | there the ie og her fight, rough= 
ly charging her wich the murder of it : But ſhe 
nothing terrified,denies it ſtourly.Her Judges com- 
mand to kave her paps ſeared off with hot burni 
Pincers, to draw out the truth; wherat amazed, 
and ſeeing the tormenc ready to be infliged, with 
tears in her eyes, throwing her ſelf on her knees, 
confeſſeth, that ſhe and Lucile were the murther- 
ers of Belvile; whereupon ſhe is preſently con- 
demned, firſt tobe hanged, then burnt, in the ſame 
ſtreer right againſt her Lodging ; and that Lucille's 
dead body ſhould be caken oat of the grave, and 
burned wich hers,which the next day after dinner, 
was done according to order. 

And this was the end of Luſt, Whoredom anal 
Revenge ; for never will the divine Providence 
pardon ſuch crimes. Let every good Chrittian 
chen learn ta obſerve that Rule of the Apoſtle, to 
keep their veſſel in holineſſe, ſo may their lives be 


happy, and their deachs bleſſed. 


— 
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CASTEENOYO and PERINA- 


on bgs The Contents,” | Ne Hl 
Jacompode Caſtlenavo lyitfully falls in love with his 
daughter in law Perina, bis ewn ſans Wife, whom 
#0 exjey, i be cauſeth Jerantbagfirii to poyſon bis own 
Ledy Fidelia,. rhex bis ſaid Son Franciſco: in-re 
venge whereof Perina wurtbers bim in his bed; Je- 
rantha ready to dye in travel,.confeſſeth her - two 
. murthers, for which ſhe is hanged aud burnt+;;Pe; 
rinaibas#h her right band Cut off, and js condemned 
to perpetual improſeament, where ſhe dies. ' | 
F late and freſh: memory: beyond the Alps, 
there was 'a: rich and noble Gentleman 
i: nated Seignieur Antonio derArconetozwhoby 
his wife lately deceaſed had two: children, a» fon 
called'Seignicur Alexandre,and a daughter known 
by the name of the Lady Perixa,: the fon. altoge- 
ther beloved,and the daughter wholly .fleighted , 
by her father : ſhe bears her fathers frowns with 
an admirable patience; he building too much on 
his fathers love, debauched himſelf, gets a ſur-/ 
feit at a banquet, which caſt' him into a peſtilent 
fever,and that,in three dayes,into his grave. 
Perina is now the ſole ſurviving daughter and 
keir, yet this altereth not her fathers diſreſpeCt, 
for he {till looks on her with diſdain and = , 
whic 
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thich brings her co-melancholy and that to ſick- 
nefſe 4, which being reſented by | her kinred, an 
Aunt of hers termed the Lady. Dominice ſo works 
with her brother in law Arconeto,' that he. is con» 


tent his daughter Perina ſhall rehde and dwell 


with her, whereat the Aunc is glad, bur the Niece 
overjoyed, | FEES 0 

Being now thus ſetled, her Aunt hath a Daugh- 
ter named Dona Bertlea ' to be marryed to one 
Signieur Bartholomes Spelaſi of Nice, ho, the 
day of Nuptials being come, arrives at the Lady 
Domwinica's houſe nobly attended, at which ſolem- 
nity Perzna is appoigred to condutt the Bridgroom 
ro the Church ; and one Franciſco de Caftlenovez 
an eminent Cavalier, was ſele&ed for the ſame 
ceremony £0 the bride, which Gentleman wasa 
native of Nice, a Knight of Maltz, and Son and 
Heir to Seignienr Facomo Caitienovo a.very ancientg 
and rich Baron of Savoy, Atthis marriage Frexs 
Ciſco de Caſilexovo coming acquainted with Perimay 
and hearing that her deſcent and quality anſwers 
ed his, he, intends to ſeek her in_ marriage: in 
purſuance of which intent he takes an opportunis 
ty to reveal his deep afteGtion ro her, and during 
the whole time of his ſtay,which was fifceen dayes; 
he never lefc courting her,till he had ,obteined her 
affe&ion and conſent to be his Wife. 

Caſlexove: acquaints the , Lady, Dominica, and 
defires her beſt afliftance ro her Brother ' Arcoets, 
which ſhe promiſeth, 'and forthwich accempterh , 
and hinxſelf ſeconds her; rhe facher<is fo willing 
to be rid of. nis Danghrer on any termes, that he 
prefengly.gives his couſent, whereart he poſts away 
to Nice$0;hjs-own father Facomo, and ren 
likewile ſpeedily with his conſent, Perjze an 
Caſtlexovo arealmolt as ſoon marryed as Spelaſi 

| PT: 
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aud Berths, though with lefſe pompe, 
Caflenovo having brought Lows his fair and 
dear ſpouſe Perina to Nice, ſhe is honourably 
welcomed by Facome the Father , with infinite 
faſting and mirth , whereat the young peoplg 
rejoyce,  atid think theinſelves in heaven. But 
old Caftlenovo being aged ſixty and eight years, 
forgets his duty both ro God and himſelf, and 
Iſts after his young daughter iti law Perina. And 
the better to draw het to his late, he is wonder- 
ful courteous and affable to her, whereat herſelf 
and husband vety much rejoyce- But, not daring Y_ 
to acquaint her with his beaſtlp delires, while her 
' husband is at home: heincices him to go to the 
warrs, to expell the Spaniards out of Pzedmonte ; 
adding, thac his honour and the ſervice of his 
Prince and Country called hint ro the fied. His F'o7 
fon not ſuſpeQing his fathers treachery, horwith- I | 
ſandigg his wives intreaties and tears, is reſolute 
to leave her for three or four moneths, and ac- = 
cordingly, fitting his traine, horſes and Armes, he the 
goes to the Camp, where we for the prefent leave FI... 


him. \ 

Old Caftlenove ( his ſoft gone ) now fits himfelf, 
like a young wooer is ſtill with Perina, and eyer 
and anon kilfing her, which chough ſhe- think ic 
too much, yer a fathers name made ir paſſe - for 
currant, But the Lady Fidelie ſeeing her old 
husbands hrtmour, began to fear the worſt, and 
indeed thinks he hath luſfffal thoughts, at which 
ſhe both admires and grieves, admiring that his 
age ſhould be ſoſotriſh, and grieving that no re-. 
ſpc& of heaven, confcience or hell, could allay 
his beſtial heat, bur managing her griefs with di- 
fcretion,one day with tears in her eyes,ſhe very fe 
cretly checks him for theſe{aſcivious thoughts yo” 

wards 
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wards their daughter in law Perina. 

Nipped herewith, inſtead of growing better, he 
rows worſe, and ſeeing ſhe ſtood in the way to 
vinder his beſtiality, he vowes he will ſoon re- 
hoye.her out of this world into another, to which 
end, after many various ruminations, he at laſt 

oncludes to poyſon her, and he- believes no in- 
ſtrument ſo krting tobe made uſe of, as her own 
waiting Gentlewoman Ferantha, which he moves 
to her-$ ſhe in regard of former kindneſs between 
them ,, and for five hundred duckats, undertakes, 
and by infuſing poyſon into white broath, which 
one morning ſhe made for her, within eight daies 
gave her virtuous Lady a diſparch into anorher 
world ; the old Lecher her husband inwardly re- 
joyceth, but in outward ſhew he is exceedingly af- 
flited,and deje&ed,and in a very honourable man- - 
ner,cauſ{eth her tobe interred. 

While this tragedy is a&ted at Nice, peace is 
mediated and concluded between Spain and Savoy; 
the warrs thus ended, home comes our young 
Ca[tlenove;there he is enrertained with mourning 

or his mother, bur kis father grieving inwardly 
at his rerurn,and knowing *cwas impoſſible for him 

d obtain his aim, while his ſon was at home, he 
bends all his wit to find our ſome honourable pre- 
text to ſend him away. In a ſhort tine. two ſe- 

everal employmencs preſent chemſelves,the choice 
of which he offers ro his ſon, either © go to 
raxce wich the Prince Major, who was ſhortly to 
pouſe the Kingsſecand fifter : or elſe to go to 
alta to get a penſion during his life. The (fon 
and his wife like that of France, for diverſe rea- 
ons, but the father prefers that of Malta, wheres 
0in a filial endhe ſubmirs. 


So all things prepared agd ready for his voy- 
$5 Pre] = 
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age, afcer m any tears and dear embraces he tak 
- Teave of his beloved wife Perinz; and embark 
' napon a French galley bound for Malta, where 1 
are forced again' to leave him and return' to ol 
Caftletovo.” ; , 
This filthy Old Lecher now aſſures himſelf that 
either by fair or foul means he will have his ple: 
ſure of his daughter in Law Perina, and ro' win up 
on her , he gives her the ſole Government of hi 
houſe ; when fifteen dayes being ſcarce palt, find 
ing her in her chamber playing 'on her Lute, afrer 
fome pauſes, coughes and kifſes, he vomiteth fort 
his fervent affe&tion and delire, at whichithe" is fe 
vexcd and enraged, that throwing away her' Lute 
ſhe very haſtily and ' Cholerickly abandoneth ' hi 
preſence and her chamber, bur he will: not* leave 
her, bur in every walk; garden, and room, haunt 
her as her ghoſt , meaning to gain by importuni 
whathecould not by per{waſion' bur ſhe is inflex 
ible, and infinitely grieved at his wicked perſeve 
rance, but how ro quench the fire of hjs "luſt ,* ſhe 
knowes nor, ſhe hath no friend to rerire or make 
her moan to, ſhe lives only by this hope that he 
Letter may procure her husbands ſpeedy return 


for the obtaining whereof ſhe writes to him the(cM. 


- 


few lines; 
Periha to Caſtlenovo, 


| and ſigh for mine afflitions , than my pe 
depaint them , yet I ſhould infinitely wrong the 
in my. ſelf, and my ſelf in thee, if I inferme thee 
wot by this my letter , that my affection "geſerves 
'* and mine honour requires,thy ſpeedy retutyt"to'me 
I would unlock thee this miftery, and maky #t mor 
obvious to the eye 'of thine underſtanding, , = 
; thai 


my A Lthough mine eyes and heart can better wee) 


F 
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that mine own modeſty, and anthers ſhame \'com- 
mand my pen to ſilence berein. © And again, my 
tears ſo confuſedly and mournfully interrupts my 
fighes, they my tears, and both my pen, as although 
I bave the will,yet | want the power, to enlarge to | 
thee. Only my dear Caſtlenovo, if ever thy Pe<" 
rina were dear to thee, make her happy with thy 
ſight , who deems her ſelf not only miſerable, but 
accurſed-in thy abſence.For till Nice be thy Malta 
Heaven may, Earth cannot, rejoyceme. 


Pecina. 


This letter ſhe ſends by an intimate friend of her 
husbands, called Segnieur Benedetto Sabia,- who in 
aſhort time comes to Malta, where he delivers 
Caltlenovo his wives letter and token, at rhe newes 
whereof he is troubled, but conftruingic only- to 
be a ferch of his wives affe&ion to call him'home, 
and loth to abandon his hopes of preferment itrche 
Wand, which the Grand Maſter hath now "promi- 
{ed him, he returnes.Sabia ro Nice, with a' ricft 
emerald ring, and lerter in theſe words. 


( 
Cafſtlenovo to Perina, 


I Dear and. fair Perina, thy fighes and 

tears the more afflift me, in reſpe} 1 ant-. 
ignorant whence they proceed, or 'what occafroned 
them, "tis true ,- thy affetion deſerves my return, 
and the preſervation of thine bowour not only may 
renagre , but command it,but | avt afſire# of that, 
1d fo confident of this, that 1 know thor witt car- 

» 5, thy firſt to thy grave, and the ſecond to Heaven. 
Sh. any one ſince my departure bath fallen in 
{ove with thee, thou wnſt net find it ſtrange, _ 
eſs 


Caftlenwuoand Prrins,. Book 2; 
leſs grieve thereat, ith the excellency of thy beau- 
ty bath power, not 6#ly to captivate one, but many, 

yes the conſideration thereof ſhould rather rejoyce 
than grieve ther, fince whatſoever he be, the 

ſhame in the end will remain his , and the glory 
thine. But dear -and ſweet Lady, 1 think thine 
honour is only the pretext, and thy affettion the 
cauſe, ſo earneſtly to deſire my return , whereunts 

I would willingly conſent, but, that the daily ex- 
pefance of my preferment maſt a {itle longer de« 
fain me bere: only this is my reſolution, and 1 
pray let it be thy aſſurance, I will diſpatch my 
affairs bere with all poſſible expedition , and ſhall 
never think my ſelf happy, till I reimbark, from 
Malta, aud (axd at Nice. 

Caſtlenovo. 


96 


As this letrer was a conifort, ſo the reading 
thereof proved unpleaſant, becauſe ſhe was there- 
by aſcertained of her husbands. ſtay, which was 
the greateſt affli&ion ſhe ever underwent , for now 
ſhe knows not what to dogor which way to turn her 
ſelf, the fear of her Father in lawes wicked obſti- 
nacy, making her more than miſerable , and in- 
deed her fear was nor cauſcleſs; for,perliſting in his 
impious intent, and ſecing he cannot by intreaties, 
or fair nicags prevail, he now adds threats to his 
requeſts, and proteſts that force {hall compe)h, what 
or cannot intreat; with which deportmenc 
being terribly affrighced, ( as not accuſtomed 
thereto ) as well to preſerve her life as her honour, 
ſhe begins to provide for her ſafety, and ſo deter- 
mineth to leave Nice, and tofly to her own unkind 
Father Arcoxete ; and to aflift her in her eſcape, ſhe 
makes choice of Sabia, ( ber husbands friend, and 


her meſſenger $0 him ”) upon whoſe faith and ber 
” | oONn 
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own virtues ſhe dares relye ; ſhe prayes his help, 
he conſents, ſo ſhe prepairing her apparell, and 
he her train, they in a dark night take horſe, and 
with great expedition paſs the A4/pes, and recover 
her Facher Arconets*s houſe, where, upen. confide= 
ration of all the former paſſages, ſhe growes fickly, . 
which makes her once more reſolve to ſend $2h;a ro 
Malta with s ſecond lecter ro her husband, which 
fhe pennethin this form, 


Fr 


Caftlenovo and Perind' 


Perina to Caſtlenovo, 


og” thou wilt not leave Malta , to ſee Nice for 
my ſake, I bave left Nice to live, or rather 
ro dye at my Fathers iu St. John de Mauriene for 
thine. *Tis true, my affetion bath defired thy 

return, Which thou haſt not granted me. "Tis as 

trae, that one,to whom aature hath given a Prime 

and ſingular interdjt in thee, and thee in hine 

hath ſought the defloration of - mine hoxour, which 

my heart and duty have denyed him: Thou art 

confident of my affettion to thee , if thine had been 

ſo faithfull and fervent ts my ſelf , neither Sea 
mr Land bad had power to ſeparate us. If any 
preferment be dearer to thee than my life, ſtay in 
Malta, or if my life be dearer than it, than ve- 
turx to St. John de Mauriene, where thou mayſt 
find me, for iu Nice I will not be found of thee. 
HadfF thou not purpoſely miſtaken the cauſe for 
the pretext in my importunity - for thy return, I 
would have digeſted it with far more content, and 
leſs afligion , but ſith neith:r my affefion or hon- 
our bath power to effett it, at leaſt let the regard of 
my life, ſith that will not accompany me, if thou 
any longer abſent thy ſelf from me : make there- 
fore haſt to ſee thy Perina, if ever thou think, to ſee 
G ef 
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her again; and let her bear this one content 10 
ber grave , that ſhe may diſcloſe thee a ſecret, 
which but to thy ſelf, ſhe will conceal from all the 
World. 

Perina. 


While $abia is haſting to Malts, let us ſee what 
old Caflenovo doth, he ſees his daughter in law 
fled, and his own diſgrace thereby approaching, 
for he is ſure, ſhe will diſcover his villany, and 
heis as ſurethat hisfon will be enraged hereat, 
ſo that here he begins to look on his errour, but is 
ignorant how to amend it, in which perplexicy 
paſs we him, to goafter Sabia, who by this cime 1s 
gotten to Malta, where he delivers young Caſtle- 
20vo his wives letter, the reading whereof ſtings 
him to the hearr, for he cannot imagine, who in bis 
Fathers houſe ſhould be ſo impudencly laſcivious, 
ro ſeek to blemiſh his honour, in that of his Ladies : 
Wherefore, with all expedition he provides for his 
departure from Malta, but yet ſends Sabia away 
before him, to proclaim his coming, and according- 
ly, m two dayes afcer he followes, and in ſhort 
time arrives at St. Johy De Mauriene, where at 
meeting, the joys of both parties are unexpreflible ; 
bur when he knew, that ic was his own Father 
that ſought to undermine his honour, he was be- 
yond all meaſure amazed, as conſidering the hox-. 
- ' Four of the thought, much more of the deed, in a 
ſtranger : but a Father to deviate ſo far from grace, 
as by inceſt to ſeek the diſhonour of his own Son, 
was a crime hardly imaginable, and ſo he agrees to 
retide at St. Foha De Mauriene , with Arconeto 
his wives Father. But old Ca7/enopvo , now hear- 
ing of his Sons return from Malta, and knowing 
what a ſcandall the divulging of his luft, a” 

| Olls 
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Sons abſence would procure and ingender him, he 
re{olves ro confeſs his crime, and ſo by the media- | 
tion of a perſwafive Letter,to endeavour toreclaim 
them home to Nice, when calling for pen _ paper, 
he writes theſe few enſuing lines, and fends them 
to his Son by a Gentlewoman of his. 


Caſtlenovo ts his Sou Caſtlenoyo. 


| I Am as glad of thy arrivall from Malta, as ſors 
rowfull for thy abſence from Nice, and fith to 
deny, is to redouble our errours, I will not go fur= 
ther than my ſelf to find the cauſe thereof, fince I 
know that my laſcivivus and graceleſs attempt a= 
gainſt the honour of thy chaſt Lady, hath drawn 
thee to this reſolution, becauſe now T write it to 
my future comfort, as much as I conceived it tomy 
former ſhame, that grace hath vanquiſhed nature, 
and religion luſt in me : Soas I am at preſent, 
not only ſerrowfull, but repentant for that crime of 
mine, which I no more remember, but with borrour, 
nor think of but with deteftation: My ſoul hath 
made my peace with God, and my heart deſires 
ts recontrat it, both with thy ſelf and her ; and, 
as I hope he will forget it , ſo I beſeeth you both 
to forgive it me, being ready to confirm this my re= 
couciliation,as well with my tongue as pen : Where 
fore, ſith thon art the ſole prop of my age, and com- 
fort of my life, make me not ſo unfortunate, to be 
taxed with the ſcandallof my ſhame, and thy ab 
ſence 3 but bring back thy Lady with thee: for 
here I profeſs before Heaven and Earth, thaf I 
will henceforth as much hononr her for her chaſtity, 
as beretofore I laſciviouſly ſought to betray and 


violate : it, 
Caftleaovor 
G 35 This 


200 | _ Caſtlenovoand Perina. Book'2; 

This Letter works both upon the Son and 
Daughter in law, ſo as their diſcretions huſh up 
this buſineſs in ſilence, and within eight dayes they 
return to Nice, where by old Caflenovo they are 
courteouſly welcomed,and he to make good his 
promiſe , with tears in his eyes, acknowledges his 
former miſdemeanour, and ſo they axe reconciled, 
Bur alas! This Sun-ſhine will quickly be clouded, 
for the old dotard no fooner ſees,and reviewes the 
Ladie Perina's beauty, but with the dog to his 
vomit, he returnes to his luſt, and becauſe he 
knowes he cannot attain his hopes as long as his 
Son lives, he ſets down as a poſitive reſolve, 
that he will poyſon him, and ſend him after his 


Morher, And makes uſe of the ſame helliſh agent: 


Jerantha, who for five hundred duckats, and to be- 
come a Lady, undertakes it, and within leſs than 
ſx dayes performes it. 

At the light of this ſudden death of young Ca- 
Rilenovo, Perina is ready to dye for grief, ſhe tares 
her hair,and betrayes all the deplorable demon- 
ſtrations of ſorrow that can be imagined, the old 
man doth the ſame, but hypocricically, which 
cannot ſo blind the young Lady Perina, bur ſhe 
vehemently ſuſpe&ech he hath a hand in his ſons 
death, and that Ferantha is likewiſe acceſſary , 
and fo concludes,that if he were guilty of her hus- 
bands death, he would renew his ſuite to her 3 
which ( acording to her ſuſpition _) within a 
moneth or two after the ſon was laid in kis un- 
rimely grave, this .old Juſtful wreech doth again 
begin his beaſtly ſollicications ; whereto ſhe ſeems 
not to be fo averſe as before ( that ſhe mighc 
thereby. the better at ber intended revenge upon 
bim ) and at laſtzafcer many importunate and im- 


pudent temprations, ſhe at laſt very feignedly 
ſcems 


_ 
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eems to'yield to him, and ſo between them 
they agree the match, and appoint the time, 
place and hour, which being come, and Caflens- 
v0 in his bed,” waiting with impatience for Perina's 
coming, who ſoftly enters his chamber in her day 
attire, with a Piſa ponyard cloſe in herſleeve, 
when bolting the door after her, and approaching 
his bed, and ſeeing his breaſt open, ſhe draws out 
her ponyard, and _ him at the beart with 
many blows,kills him ſtark dead, withour givin 

him leave to ſpeak a word, only he gave a rock 
or two : which being overheard by the ſervants, 
they aſcendto the chamber,and find Perina com- 
ing forth with the bloody ponyard in her hand, 


for which fa&ſhe is preſently taken and impri- 


ſoned, and two dayes after arraigned, where ſhe 
freely confeſſed ir, alledging for regſon her ſuſpt- 
tion, that he and Feranthe had murthered both 
her mother in law and husband, but chis being 
nothing to her fa&,ſhe is condemned to be hanged, 
from which ſentence ſhe appeals to the Senate at 
Chambry, and thereupon ſhe is conveyed thicher, 
where the former ſentence is moderated : fo ſhe 
is to have her right hand cut off, and to ſuffer 
perpetual impriſonment m Nice, where,in a ſhort 
time ſhe ( having been very penitent ) dyerh of. a 

conſumption, | 
Come we laſtly to Jerantha, who being great 
with child by her old Maſter Caftlensvo, with the 
tear and apprehenſion of her danjer flyes, avd ſc- 
crerly getsto a friends houſe, where ſhe falls into 
the ſharp and birter pangs of travel for child, 
which are fo grievous,thar her ſelf, her Midwife, 
and all che women near her, judge ic impollivle 
for her to eſcape death; whereupon thinking on 
nothing leſs than life, ſhe begins ro repent an? ſo 
G 3 con» 
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confeſſeth both her adultery and the two murthers, 
after which ſhe is ſafely delivered. of a ſon, 

For theſe her beaſtly and bloody. crimes, ſhe is 
the ſecond day after , committed to priſon, and 
.the third, hanged and burnt at Nice,Jand her aſhes 
thrown into the air. 

Thus we ſee Gods juſtice ſill meets with Mur- 
ther. O that we may read this Hiſtory with fear, 
and prohe thereby in reformation, that dying to 
fin, and.living to righteouſnefſe, we may peace- 
ably die in this world, and gloriouſly live and 
reign in that to come. 
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STURIO and PAULINA. 


The Contents. mn 

Bertolini ſeeks Paulina in marriage » but ſhe loves} 
Sturio , Brellati ſo/licites her in Bertolini's| j, 
behalf,but cannot prevail, Whereupon Bertolini] ,, 
railes againſt both , for which Brellati challengeth] , 
bim, but is kjlled in the Duell. Sturio ſeeks her inf q, 
marriage,' but his father will not conſent, and ſo} (: 
conveyes. bim away, whereat Paulina dies for ſor-F ,, 
row. S$turiofinds Bertolini, challengerh, fights,, 
and gives bim bis lifg, for which kindueſſs be af-| ,, 
rerwpards ſhoots bim out at & window, for which] j;, 
| mure 


y 


I 


þ4Þ 


Hiſt. ro Stuyio and P dulina. 102 * 
murther he is taken, his hands cut,and he beheaded, 
OC 


tlemen, the one named Seignienr Fohn Battiſta 

Bertolini, the other Seignieur Leonardo Brel- 

lati, Brellati had a liſter fair and young, na- 
med Pazxlina, of the age of eighteen years, and 
her Bertolini hath choſen for his miſtreſs. And, as 
his wealth made him conkdenr,ſo he in amorous and 
honourable terms, by himſelf, promiſes, and pre- 
ſents,as alſo by bis parents,ſeeks her in marriage, 
bur he is not fo full of hopes as ſhe of difdain, for 
her affe&ien being otherwiſe ſetled, ſhe reſolves 
with her ſelf never to match him. 

But he not willing to give off ar the firſt repulſe, 
relates his affe&tien to Paylina to Brelati her bro- 
ther, as alſo with his attempt and her repn|ſe,and 
therefore intreats him by all their friendſhip, to 
become his Oratour, and advocate 'in his behalf, 
which Bre//ati promiſeth,and ſo like a true friend,, 
begins to deal effe&tually with her, whereto in 
down right terms, ſhe prayes her brother to in- 
form Berto/ini,that ſhe had otherwiſe engaged her 
affe&ion,and therefore delired him to ſeek another 
miltrefs; he craves the nameof her Servaftit, ſhe 
{wears him to ſecrecy,and tells him Sezgnieur Pars 
lus Sturio, wherewith ſatisfhie he leaves his fifter; 
and delivers his friend Berto/ini hee detinicive an- 
ſwer, whereat ke is ſo enraged, that he abruptly 
departs from him, and the next day walking in 
Cardinal Ferneſi his Galleries, in preſence of four 
or five Gentlemen who asked for his conſort Bre/- 
lati;he chollkerickly anſwered, that he was a baſe ' 
and beggarly Gentieman, and that his fifter Pau- 
lize wes a laſcivious and diſſembling ſtrumper. 

G4 Theſe 


]: the City of Rome were two noble youngGen- 
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Theſe words were not loſt, but are carried the 
ſame night to Brell/ati, by ſome of the company ; 
which he takes very paſſionately,but chiefly becauſe 
t:is-{iſters honour was ſo nearly concerned. And 
ſo neicher of themintend to bear or digeſt .it, in 
which reſolution the next day he goes to Bertolonis 
fathers houſe, and inquires for his ſon,the Father 
dire&s Brellati to him into the Garden, where he 
enters,and meets Berto/ini with his hat in his hand, 
and prayes him to exempt the garden of his ſer- 
vants, becauſe he hath a ſecret to impart to him. 
Bertolini commands them away, when ſtraight 
Brel:ati chargeth him with the former words, whe re- 
ut Bertolini enraged ſaith, that the words were his, 
and thar,what his tongue had affirmed, his ſword 
fhould be ready to make good and juſtify, where- 
on they cover, and ſo abruptly part. Paulina 
having heard of her brothers going, waited care- 
fully his return ro know the ifſue, which he told 
ber in general terms,ſhouſd ſhortly prove to her 
bonour and his content,and praying her not to be 
troubled, he goes to his chamber, and there writes 
this challenge, 


Brellati to Bertolinj. 

T# ſcandalous reports, like thy ſelf are ſo baſe, 
and IT and my ſiffer ſo bonourably deſcended 

and bred, as I doubt not but the diſgrace and 
diſparagement which thou baſt unjuſtly offered us, 
will #s juitly fall and retort on thy ſelt. And to 
the end thou mayft find,that my ſword i purpoſely 
reſerved to corre} and chaſtiſe thy tengue, as 
thou art a Romen and a Gentleman, meet me fin» 
gle to morrow at five in the morne, without Port 
populi, ix the next field behind Cardinal Borro- 
meg's Palace , 8nd there ] will give thee the 
choice 


L 


mm oy os feds on ef Du Pos oy Wh, 


wy —— 4 », - *, © wm, a+ wy w—, we wo 


- 


Hiſt. 10, Sturio and P aulina.” 105 
choice of two ſingle rapiers and ponyards, and 
gladly accept of the refuſal, to draw reaſon of the 


'+ for thoſe wrongs wherewith thou haſt injuriouſly 


and maliciouſly traduced us, and to write thee 
the trutb, as I defire, ſo I can receive no other, 
ſatisfa&ion but this ,wherennto thy malice invites, 
and my honour obligeth me. 

Brellati 


This being delivered,and received by Bertolint, 
he rerurns this anſwer, Te!! Seignieur Brellati 
that Twill not fail to meet bim according to bis de- 
fire and appointment. According to this refult the 
morning now come , they are both. come into 
the field only with their Chirurgions, when pre- 
ſently throwing off their doublers, they draw, and 
at the third encounter Bre!/at?”s foot ſlipping, Berte= 
lixi took the advantage thereof, & ran him through 
thebody, whereof he preſently dyed; Thus Berte- 
liai with his Chyrurgion, by a contrary way 
comes into the City, and he privately huſherh 
wer up in a Friends houſe near to his Fas 
caers, 

The news of the Duel and the event thereof 1s 
quickly ſpread abroad, whereat Pauline and her 
father borh grieve, and macerate themſelves; ro 
the mirigation whereof,and as well to right her 
honour, as to revenge Brellati's death, Paulus 
Sturio proffereth both his ſervice and life, bur all 
will not ſerveto wipe away Pauline's tears whom, 
notwichſtanding all the former diſadvantages, he 
15 become fo fooliſhly ſortiſh as to ſeek anew for 


| his Wife. Bur the noiſe of a ſudden ſearch to be 


made for hinz, makes him in a Capuckins habit , 
ſteal our of the city, get poſt horſes and ſo away 


to go to Palerme, 
| Now 


Tos . Sturzo andPaulina Book 2 
Now Styrio begins to make his private _affe&ion 
blick,and ſo ſeeks to her friends,to marry her, 

4 his father hearing thereof, privately, and of a 

ſudden,ſfends him out of Rome to Naples,and thence 

ſhippeth him to the Iſland of Caprea, to the guard 8& 

keeping;of A!phouſus Driſsa Captain of the ſame, 

-with charge_not to permit him to returne for a 

whole year without expreſle order. 

Theſe affli&ions ( to looſe her brother, and her 
Lover, and to-ſuffer in her honour }) coming to 
Pauline one in the neck of another, ſo overwhelme 
her, thatfſhe begins to be extreme ſick, weak, and 
faint, at which time ſhe receives a Letter from 
$turio,and ſending him another in anſwer, within 
twenty dayes after, as a female Love-Martyr,dies 
at Rome. F 

Old Sturio rejoyceth hereat,and with all expe- 
dition diſpatcheth a ſervant to Capres with a ler- 
ter, tO ſignifie this news to his ſon,and, withall to 
recall him, But he at the reading the news of 
her death torments himſelf beyond meaſure, yea 
is fo immoderate in his ſorrow, that he thinks of no- 
thing but Berts/in;'s killing her brother Brellatz, 
and his fathers unkind baniſhing him from Rome 
to Caprea, till at length he revives himſelf with 
' this vow, namely, to revenge both. And the 
becter to effe& the one,he will not go home, but 
+ poſt to Sicily, there ro' find out Bertolini and to 
tight with hia, And finding a Neopolitan Galley 
bound from Caprea to Sicily, be ſecretly imbarks 
him thercin, and lands at Palermo, where the 
firſt night ly ing private in his Inn, and by inquiry 
hearing that Berto/in; was in the City, the nexc 
morning by his Lackey he ſends him this chal- 


lenge, 


Sturio 
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STURIO to BERTOLINT. 


Has kjbed my dear Paulina in the ſcandal 
of her honour, and the death of her brother 
Brellati, my affliciions and ſorrows #0 $2 Si 
her, make me contemn my own life, to ſeok, thine 
to which purpoſe I have left Caprea to find Sici- 
ly, andin it thy ſelf. Wherefore, as thou art 
Bertolini,fail not to meet me this Evening betwixt 
five aud ſix a clock, in the next medow behind 
the Carthufians Menaſtery; where my ſelf aſſited 
ouly with a Chirurgion gnd the choice of two ſin- 
gle rapiers, will expe and attend thee. Thy 
Generoſity invites thee, and my affettion and bo- 
nour obligeth meto be the only gueſts of this bloody 
banquet. 
Sturio. 


Bertolini receives this challenge,but not very wil- 
lingly, yet he bad the Lackey tellhis Maſter from 
him, that he would not fail co meer him, to give 
him his welcome to Palermo, The hout is now 
come, and both our young Gentlemen are in the 
field, where giving their hoyſes to their Chiruc- 
gions, they draw. And art three ſeveral paſſes, 
Sturio gives Bertolixi three deep wounds, withour 
receiving the leaſt ſcar or touch from him, where- 
at Bertolinz's heart failing,he throws away his Ra- 
pier, confefleth the ſcandal of Paulina, and begs 
pardon and remiſſion. Stwris's gevenge is not ſa- 
tisfhed herewith, yer his noble ſpirit diſdaining a 
baſe aCt, gives Berto/in; his life, ſo they ſheath up 
their ſwords and come together tothe City. The 
news of this Duel is gotten to Rome before either 
of chem, (though Sturis makes haſt chither ). and 


bere 
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Bertolizi, ( having his pardon for killing Brel/a- 
ti ) comes not long- after, whereof the Nobili- 
ty and Gentry there ſpeak variouſly, but gene- 
rally all applaud Sturjo's affe&ion and hnrtaani- 
ty, bur taunt at Berto/ini for his cowardly beg- 
ging and receiving his life, which dishonour, as 
he cannot xelifſh or digeſt, ſo he knowes not how 
to repair it, for he dares not fight with him a- 
gain in the field, kill-in his bed he cannot, 
becauſe he can have no admittance to him, 
and to piſto] him in the ſtreet is dangerous, 
becauſe of his mariy followers, therefore he re- 
ſolves, to ſhoot him from a window, with a petro- 
nell as he paſfeth the ftreet,. and underſtanding 
that Sturio uſed to go to his morning Maſs at 
the Engliſh Colledg, he provides bork himſelf 
and his _—_— charged with a brace of bul- 
* lers, and ſoon a Munday Morning, putting him- 
ſelf into an unknown_ houſe, betwixt the ſaid 
Colleds and the Palace of Farneſi, having his 
cock bent, and ſeeing Styris coming in the ſtreet, 
upon his prancing barbary horſe and foot cloth, 
he lets fly at him, and hit ſo right, as both the 
bullets pierce the trunk of his breſt, with which 
wounds he tumbles off from his horſe dead to 
the ground, only uttering two or three lamen- 
cable groans, 

The report of the piece, and the ſmoak at the 
window diſcovers the houſe, whither going in, in a 
chamber they find the gun , but the ſhooter fled 
upon a ſwift Spaniſh gennet, by the backdoor, 
the people of the houſe affirming they neither knew 
the Gentleman, nor durſt ftop him. Thus is he eſ- 
caped with full hopes to go clear away : as he gal- 
loped through Campo del Fnogo, at the farther end 
| thereof, behold two Bricklayrs,building of a houſes 
upon 
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and brick}ayers fe]l down on him and his bore, as 
they paſſed, and beat him to the ground, ' but the 
newes of the murther was not yet come thus far ; 
ſo his fear haſtening him, he gers up, calls for his 
horſe and ſpurs away, bur he is not ridden far, ere 
his gennet fell and pur his ſhoulder out of joynt, 
ſo that he could not riſe with his Maſter, who griev- 
ed hereat, takes him to his own heels and flies to- 
ward Nero's T ower, and there in the ruines of di- 
verſe ſtupendious buildings he hides himſelf, bur 
within half an hour he is found our, known, taken, 
and inſtantly impriſoned. And the ſecond morn- 
ing after, is brought before his judges, to whom he 
freely confefſeth the fa&, and craves mercy, bat 
they for expiation of his crime, firſt adjudge his 
two hands to be cur off, befere the houſe where he 
ſhot at Sturze, and afterwards to be beheaded at the 
common place of Execution, his head to be ſer up= 
on a, pole over St. Fohn De Lateraxs gate, and his 
body tobe thrown into Tyber, which the next day 
was accordingly executed, un the preſence of many 
thouſand people. 

May this example of Berto/ini's crime, and the 
Juſtneſs of his puniſhment, make us leſs bloody and 
more compaſſtonate to our Chriſtian brethren, and 
more pious toward God, of whom we all bear the 
ling image and true and lively Charadter. - 
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The Contents. 

De Salerz kjleth Vaumartin in « Duell, La Hay 
cauſeth Michael to peyſon La Frange , De Salez 
loves La Hay, and becauſe bis Father Argentier 
will-10t conſent that he marry her, be flifles him in 
his bed, then marries her. She turnes Strumpet , 
and cuts his throat, as he dyes he accuſeth her of his 
murther,and himſelf of bis Fathers, ſo his dead body 
is hanged to the Gallowes and burnt, La Hay confeſ- 
ſeththat, & the poyſoning of La Frange by her means, 
ſhe bath her right haad cut off, and then is burnt, 


thrown into the river. 


+ Tholouſe a Parliament City of France, lived a 
Councellour, tearmed Mounfieur De Argenti- 
er, a widower, having one onely Son, called De 
Salez, two and twenty years old, and wholy ad- 
died tothe wars, which Martiall Humour being 
unpleaſling to his Fathers quier diſpolition,he en- 
deavours to divert him therefrom by the choice of 
many noble, fair, rich and virtuous Ladies, out of 
whom to ſele& one for his wife, bur recommended 
one 


Book 2, 


aud Michael brokew on the wheel, and his body 
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one to him chiefly,V ;z.La Frange,the only child of 
Mounfieur De Clugny, very young, bur by nature 
of a misſhapen body, yer moſt compleatin the per- 
fetions of her mind, De Sa/cz will not hearken 
hereto, notwithſtanding Argentier finding Oppor- 
tunicy with De Clugxy , breaks the matter to 
him, who willingly hears him, and afcer chis, 
many confultations are had berween the parents, 
and at laſt, agreeing on all conditions, they ap- 
pointed a ſolemn _— for their Children, 
which produces ſeverall effe&s, namely, Lz Frange 
falls in love with De-Salez, bur he on the contra- 
ry no way likes her. 

Now we muſt know there was a Nobleman , 
called the Baron of Vaumartin , who, to repair 
che debaucheries of his youch , ſought the ſame 
La Frange earneſtly in marriage , but more in 
regard of her weajch, then out of pure affe&ion, 
which De Clygny the Father underſtanding, with 
many Yerball complements puts him off, and ſo 
likewiſe doth La Frange her ſelf, of whoſe af- 
feftion to De Salez, he by this time hath full 
notice,yet will not he deſift, bur with all coſt, care 
and curioſity courts her. - So leaving him to his 
vain func, ler us carry our obſervation to 4e Salez; 
who hath in Tho/oyſe found one Mounſfienr de Sou- 
lange, who hath only three daughters all marri- 
ageable,known by the names of De Marſy, La Pre- 
verte and Le Hay, and famed for their beauries 
through the whole Ciry, and yet the youngeſt, Lz 
Hay the Phenix of all, 

To this De Soulanges houſe the beauties of hns 
three daughters, but eſpecially that of Le Hay,in- 
vites many young Gentlemen, and moft eminent: 
Citizens, who there in courting, and other amo- 
rous dalliances ſpend their time; infomuch ehac 
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Le Hay finding the greateſt griſt come to her mill, 
layes hold on the opportunity,and(laying afide all 
modeſty grace and goodnetſe ) to ſome few for 
love, but unto moſt for money,ſhe proſtituted her 
' body, not caring to whom, ſo that her purſe 
might be thereby filled, yet ſo cautious was ſhe 
therein,that thongh ſhe were a profeſſed Courtezan, 
yet ſhe will in publick ſeem an unſpotred Virgin; 
andto that end ſwears all to conceal her favonrs, 
who ever they were on whom ſhe beftowed them, 

Now amongſt the reſt of cheſe laſcivious Gallancs 
and enamorato's, in comes De Salez, who is (o ſur- 
feited with her delicate compleCion, that he is 
alwaies waiting on her,and with his deſt art and po- 


licy layes cloſe ſeige to her chaſtity, bur ſuch is her 


ſubtlicy, that knowing he loved her, and was the 
only ſon of one of the richeſt Concellours in the 
City, the refolvesro get him for her husband, 
and ſo bears herſelf wonderful modeſt and coy, yea 
as a Saint to him,and all his colts,pains-and orato- 
ry are vain, for ſhe will not by any means be won 
to conſent to his luſtful deſires : Thus in diſcourſes, 
entertainments and ſollicitations, ſpending a great 
dealof time, and finding her all that while to 
bear her ſe}finfinicely chaſt and modeſt, he is ſo 
extremly beſotted with her love, that on a Sun- 
day finding her in her chamber alone, rich appa- 
relled to add a luſtre to her beauty. and the more 
eaſily to entice him, having now wholly loſt his 
judgment, he tells her that he is ready to accept 
her for his wife: proteſting that he is defirons to 
be husband to none bur her ſelf, with which words 
La Hay making him a reſpe&ful courtefie, vowes 
that ſhe loves no man in the world bur himſelf, and 
thar ſhe will not only . be his faichful wife, bur his 


obſeryant handmaid. Andſo they greer each 
; other 
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other with thanks . and kiſſes. :: Rut knowing the 
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great difference berwean his parents and hers; and 
intending to make ſure work, ſhe draws him to 
give her adiamond in. token of marriage, and in 
exchange returns him a ſmal gold bracelet,and yet 
not thinking this enough, ſhe takes pen and paper, 
and writes him a fair promiſe ( in nature ofa con- 
trat) and to make it more firme ,ſets her name to 
it, and delivers it him, at which wholly blinded 
with bis paflion and love, and artriburing ito the 
fervency, of her affe&ion, not cunning policy, he 
ralhly writes another to the ſame effe&, and cut- 
ting his finger,ſets his name thereto with his own 
blood, /and giving it vp her, prays her only to be 
ſecret herein, for a while, becauſe of his father, 
which ſhe grants, and ſo for that time they part. 
But this folly of De Sa/ez, and ſubtilty of Le 
Hay,is'not managed with ſuch privacy, but that 


Argentier his father: hath notice thereof, who 


conſidering the difference between Soulanges mean 
extraQtion and povercy,and bis own nobilicy and 
wealth, he haſtily ſends for his ſon, tells him 
the ſame,. and acquaints him that La Hay was a 
ſtrumper,ſwearing thar,if he will not leave her,and 
marry La Frange, he will wholy dilanherit hiny, * 
and never repute him for his ſon. 

Bur De Selez is ſoreſolute in his folly, that he 
contemns his fathers connſel, whereof-his father 
hath perfe@ incelligence, and ſo alſo now hath 
Le Frange , who is infinitely mournful and af- 
flited thereat; and will not be .camforted, al- 
though cbe Baron of Vaxmartin by all meang en- 
deavoursit : And ſtill percciving chat bis labour 
was vain, and his debts and credicours grown cla- 
morous, and fixing his mind by ſome means or o- 
ther to gainker, which he ſaw, was: not __ 2$ 

| as De 0G - 
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- orig 48 D+ Seltz lived,to whoni the had wholly de- 
' Vored her felf, he conchides within his own beatc 
'ro Make him away, and potidering thatthey' were 
'Both noble, he therefore will kill bim nobly,and 
by his Lackey Ls Roſe he ſends bim this chal- 


lenge. 


Vaumartin. ts De Salez: 


F thou feek, the canſe of my malice, thon may 
find it in the Lady Ea Franges affetion to 
thee, and hatred to my ſelf: Wherefore bold it 
not ftrange that I now command my pen, td invite 
thee axd thy ſword to meet me to morrow on horſe- 
back, without ſeconds, betwixt five aud fix in 
the morning, bebind the Jacobins Garden; love 
and valour thou knoweſt are never capable of much 
expotulation: as defirous rather to be tryed in atti= 
on thay ſeen in words: Could that ſweet Lady bave 
affetted me more,or thee leſe,we might have proved 
as true friends, as now our reputations conjure te 


either th tive or die Honotrable enemies. 
Vaumartin. 


De Salex having received and read this challenge, 
wonders at it, and confidering that he neither re- 
garded Le Fringe, nor her affe&ion, and rhinking 
it a folly to fight withonr cauſe, he ſetids' him this 
anfwer by his own Lackey. 


De Salez to Vaumartin, 
Have ſeen many chullenges, but none of the 
nature of thine now ſent me, for the grounds 
thereof are unjuſt, falſe, or both, for bring but 
the eyes of thy judgment ad nt of thy paſſiong to 
be the Judge berwern us, and thou fhalt 7 th 
ee 
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\fee: axed find, ther T'nor only diſdein thi Lady 
>, La'Franges love,” bat her ſelf, fith I appertain 
fo x#otber,' aud (he hail ever ts mes Fn this 
truth I ſhew ihee my heart ; which if if "vw! not 
ſatisfy thy malice, then now that my weak va- 
lour is neither capable,nor d-firous,of further cx- 
poitulationsfor either fingle,or with ſecondt;rtber 
on foot or horſeback, I will #11Pbe realy to gi 
reaſon 10 thoſe whi will not receive any, but therr 
own, end an this Yſoltion of "mine, Ihnow I 
ſhall either live with reputation, or dye with 


De Sales. 


Thereceit ofthis makes him the more inſolent, 
fore be thinks it proceeds from cowardiſe, there» 
for with-all ſpeed he reſends his Lackey with this +» 


reply, 
Vaunnrtin to De SalcZ, 


Hy anſwer gives me no ſatisfattion, fince I 
kwow that 10 denie thy affetijon to the Lady 
LaFrange, i #9 deny the light of the Sun; wei- 
ther ere the grounds of my challenge, either un- 
Juft or falſe, as Tou would muke me believe : for 
being ignorant who is thy Mifiref;, I hnow thou 
reſo lveif" to make no Lady of the World thy wife 
bit La Frange; fo' s I carmot rightly define, 
whether thy proceeding with me be more ſubtle or 
 maliciow. Whereferesfinct'thyfriendſhip is falſe 
tome, I mult,nay I will ſec if thy valour will prove 
true to thy ſelf, and whether the effetts of 
ſword be us great in ſubſtance, as thy pen depajnits 
them in ſhew ent offextation, ſo my challenge is 
#HI my Yeſatation,' and the performance. thereof” 
H 2 998415 
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(maſt be mine, except thou\reſolve to live with as 


benour. 
x. Vaumartin. 


t Upon the receipt and reading hereof, he calleth 


the Lackey that brought ic, and ſaith to him, 
Tell thy Maſter that if I live, I will not fail to break- 
fait with bin timely in the morning, according to his 
expefiation. And ſo ſends bim away. 

he morning now approaching,our two reſolute 


/Champions bravety mounted, with each his Chy- 


rurgion, are at the afligned place of Rendezvouz. 
Where they no ſooner ſee each other, bnt they 
put ſpurs ro their horſes and meet furiouſly, and 
at the third or fourth cloſe, De Salez runs V au- 
martin through the body, of which wound, firſt 
dropping his ſword, then his body falls from his 
horſe to the ground ſtark dead. So away De Salez 
gallops to the next Village to drefſe his wounds, 
and thence provides by flight for his ſafety. 

\ All rejoyce at the good ſuccefſe of De Salez, 
whoſe father, and other friends all ſeek to procure 
his pardon, which ar laſt with very great difficulty 
is obtained, and he returns home, where he is no 
fooner arrived, but he wholly ſpends his time 
with Le Hay, whereat his father Argentier renews 
his choler and threats. But here he ig prevented, 
for the Lords of the Councel, having received in- 
formations agajnf} the body of the Court of Par- 
Ilamenr at Tholpyſe; commands them to ſend De- 
puties to anſwer the ſaid charge, . Whereupon 
they-ele& wo Prefident:, and four Councellours, 
for that purpoſe, among whom: Argentier is one, 
and no excuſe will or can exempt him, but he put 
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..; much infamy, as theconcluſion'of thy letter. doth © 
..* promiſe thou artread) to dit with reputation and 
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-| go toPeris. And after ſome diſcourſes beeweeh 
; | -De- Clugny and Argentier, and Argatta#r and- his 
ſon, they take leave each of other. And ſo away 
goeth: old: Argentier to'Paris : But in the midwa 
Slde-ton this Letter, and ſends ir to him. 
a + .- Argentier to De Salez.”” 
. T'is out of #"F atherly, and religious” care of 
/ thy 'good,. that T now ſend thee theſe lines |; 
- For thy youtbornnonſce that whith my age kaowet, 
"* bow. many miſenits:attend Vit, and many 
. bleſſings wait onrvirtie,” If La'Frange" be” nit 
= fair y/ yet ſhe is "not contemptibt#'; if therefare 
/ thou' wilt leave' a $t. to marry: a: trumpet, then 
ax take La Hay ,: and forſakeiLa-Frange ; but if 
k thou wilt forfake' # firumpetto©marry a Saint, 
"* then take 'Lax Frange, end leave La Hay," for, 
Ha look, what* difference there is between their births, 
V thou ſhalt: find teu times more between the chaTti- 
, ty of the: 8ne,..audl\the levity of the other, if 
N thow eſpouſe the- firſt, thou ſhalt fiad- content and 
_ bonour,'if the:ſecond, ſhamte' "and - repentance. 
= This letter ſhall ſerve as" a witneſs, betwixt God, 
_ my ſelf; and thee, that, if thon perform me - 191 
_ thy promiſe «nd vath;y I will deny thee my bleſ- 
_— ſing, and deprivether of my lands. ; 
d, '9 . Argentier. '* 
of De Salez is infinitely grieved at this Letter, 
e. | becauſe it diſgraceth. his Miſtreſs, and is ſo litle 
on | able to hide ir, that Le Hay perceives ir , and 
a is very defirous to know the rea(on thereof, bur 
Ie cannot, when, behold De Salez one day (lumbring, 
uft | 20d Le Hay —_ into his pockets, She.finds 
” his Fathers ( afor = ) Letter, which ſhe — 
| 3 Y 
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bx the dirggiornd, 4abch flies, cerites: te another 
Chamber co read; and.uaying- perafed::$he con- 
regs, with /Cholgr , ſhe comes rd De: Skis with 
the Leiter 13; beg hand, and thewing'/3t}, hint; calls 
Hegven ond Egrth c9: winefs;her. mnotency, iand 
the wrong done her by his Father, with many 
paſſionace ſpeeches, wtiich : he hearing, ſecks to 
appeaſe her wich fair words, bur the will not be 
>(ayefied,. unlels ihe cell hee. awhat his: oa and 
promiſe was.co yy. Father, mencioned in: the ſaid 
Leaer,. whighe he vainly and: fooliſhly \reveals to 
.her, adding qwithall , that. a- linle riwe (hall cancel 
the. ſame :-.and before two-:moneths be: will mar- 
.ry her, wherewich.ſbe ſcemsco. be contented. But 
.nething- lefs ,., for: being doubrfull of the wort , 
*tbar. che Father. may ſo; with: reaſon prevail with 
the Son, a5:t0. win hint leave her ſelf for Ls 
.Frapge.' She; thierefare - like; an impions: wretch, 
reſolves to remove ber :ont.. of the way, and to 
that purpoſe: fipds. our by enquiry an- Italian Em- 
mg called. Beragrdo Michael ,. for whom (he 
_ and ——_ meecs. with him, ' where 
e propoſeth him the poyſaning of -Lx Frange, 
Daughter to  Prefidenc þ" noe and. petniſcck 
him.chree hundred Crowes of the Stin vo per- 
form 4t, 6ne.3h hand, and. che other» when che 
bufineſs is done,. wherete: Mickre/ .confents, takes 
the-money, and in ten dayes promiſerh perfor- 
mance, and thus they part, 
Micbael thus, hired, gbes to.De Claugnies houſe, 
- Infinuares into bis acquaintance 8 offers bis:skill to 
; reform the body of the young Lady his Daughter, 
who was very crooked, and renders many plault- 
ble ceaſons to induce him tobeheve mr. Andafrer 
.conſuitacion had with diverſe other Phyficransand 
Chirurgeons , he reſolves to employ bim, and 
i gives 
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vives him an hundred double piſtols in hand co at- 
ly 4 = promiſe of as much more - hg of 
had performed it. ns * 

Michael thus capioyed' betakes bimſelf to his 
bufineſs, and. outwardly applies plaſters and ſrar- 
cloths, and inwardly, pil}s and potions , vhergio 
be bes redly eaten, which be 6 ſurely 
knowes will within ten.dayes ſend hex into another 
World, and therenpon he ſecretly repairs to Le 
Ha), == kids her provide the reſt of his money. 
And herein this Devill.yas not deceived, for juft 
as the tenth day was expired, the young Lady 
dyes , to the unſpeakable grief of her good old 
Father, buc Michge! fearing no coloyys, ſends for 
Le Hg, and demands his money, which (he pil- 
lingly gives him wich many chapks, when again 
ſwearing ſecrecie,they take leave and part. 

Michael. is hardly at home, ere apprehended 
upon fuſpicion for poyſgning La Frenge, wherer 
of Le Hay bearing, to prevent diſcovery or blab- - 
bing, by, afciend of his; ſhe ſends kim an hug- 
dred crqwaes more, and promilerh him 4 rich Di- 
amond, ,which (o. wrought upon him, that þdag 
pur tothe rack, he even gqut-braves his torments; 
and ſo is acquitted. , ..... 

De Salez, now reſolves to go to Peris to get 
his Fathers good will £9 -marcy Le Hay, bur che 
old Man to prevegt the ſame, buyes a Cap- 
tains place for him, ,and likewiſe deals with one 
Moungeur De Briauſon far. bis Daughter De Pleſ- 
ſes ,. to myarry. his fon. Pe Salcz, wehich the pa- 
reats agree upon , and. upon this, Argentier ſends 
for his fon to Tholowſe, who was ready to go 
thither before he had received the Letter, and he 
immediately taking his leave of La Hay, poſterh 
thicher, where he is.n0 ſooner arrived, bur hg 

H4 boords 


Wo Salbz and Ls Hay. «Book y 
boordsg his father for his' conſent, 'that he ma 
warry' Le Hay, but he is exceedingly imcenſed, 
and vowes he had rather ſee bins buried, bidding 
him withall utterly to forſake Le Hay; becauſe 
he had nor only procured \him a Captains' place, 
biic*alfo afair *Gentlewoman' for his wife, where- 
to De Salez obſfinately givesidenyall,cithef to. ac 
cept of the 'one, or ſee the 6ther, wherrat' the Fa- 
ther enraged-, threatens 'to diſ-inherit' him; and 
ſo'goes his way. De Salez,is as mad on: the” other 
ſide, and ſwears rather to diſpatch his Father, 
than leave his Le Hay, and henceforth watcheth 
an g—_—_— to' effe& his wicked 'purzoſe, 
which ſhortly after happened thus : One night af- 
ter ſupper he hears his Father complain he 1s not 
well, and commianding his ' Clerk early the next 
morning to carry his water . co Dofour $Salepin 
a farwous man; whoſe chamber was far "off, This 
De Sales, thniks a fir timeta diſpatch his Father, 
Nowthe morning come; and the Clerk gone with 
the water;De Sales ſteals in to his Fathers chamber, 
and findinghim ſleeping, drawes near to the bed, 
and ftifles - tis Father betwixt ewo pillowes, ſo 
ſhutring the:door, down he goes, and fo ſpeedily 
haſts to Saint Honorzes gate, and thence ro Saint 
Clow. | $3 '£,4419% ail & 

Now the Clerk returning from the Phyfitian, 
enters his Maſters Chamber, and finds him dead, 
aud almoſt cold in his bed; at which ſight he cryes 
out, and the. noyſe "__ "up the Maiter of che 
houſe, who- vowes, that he'ſaw none 1” the houſe 
or chamber,8 that his ſan departed as ſooti-as him- 
ſelf. They ſearch thebody, and finde''it no way 
wounded, ſo that they believe ſome ague carried 


him away. And of the ſame minde , upon ex-. 


awination of all circumſtances, is the Licutenane 
. =r Crim» 
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Crimmal,” Thus',' wittiour farther enquiry6f 


doubt, the dead body is very nidbty and decently 
incerred by his ſon' De'Selez, with exteriour ſhew 
of extreme grief and forrow. © *' DIS 
DeSalrz,having done and performed the Funeral, 
within cighitdayes feaves Pary, and returns to Thes 
louſe, whiere the old nian is very much wanted aiid 
bewailed; only Le. Hay triumphs therear, and'D# 
$«lez, himſelf is ſo ſenſelefſe,that within fix wr 
he leaves off his blacks, and in'gaudy apparel fo- 
lemnly' marries Ls Hay,, which rhe', whole Citte 
wonders at. ak DOTY _ 
Three moneths-ate hardly paſt fince their mar- 
riage,  erche finds, that his wives adultericy had 
made hint a Knight of 'the Forked Order, to pre- 
vent, orat leaft hide which, he requeſts, and per- 
ſwades her, then complains to her Father ; bur nos 
thing prevails: yea now ſhe is grown ſo impadent, 
that ſhe ſcorns her Husband, ant! ptayes che whore 
before his face, 'with open' doors. Whereupon he 
reſolves to divorce himſelf from her, and_asks 
advice how to' do the ſame; which'coming to her 
knowledge, the vows, not to loſe her ſhare in his 
eſtate, wirich was very great ; and therefore; like 
a righe whore asthe was, will prevent him that 
would preyent_her,, and (end him' to his death 
that would divorce her. To which end, watching 
a time' when moſt of her ſervants'were gone '# 
broad to the Vincage, ſhe ſteals into her husBands 
chamber, and finding him ſoundly fleepings: goes 
to his bed, and drawing forth a Razour from her 
lleeve, ſteps to him, and cuts his throat ; where 
throwing the knife, and her outward Taffata 
gown into the houſe of office, ſhe ſecretly gers to 
the Church : but ſhe had not ſo fully cut his 


throat-bolc, buc chat be could both cry and groan 
which 
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power ) utter theſe fearful ſpeeches. That Strumpet | 


my Wife hath killed me. O that ſbe-Devil, my wit, 
bath murtbered me, The (eryancs cry out At the 


window, which. brings in che neighbours, who | 


ſend ſor his Confeſſour,and the Lieutenane Crimi- 
nel, to boch whom he ſaich che ſame words, And 
' then railing himſelf up. in his, þed, confefſerh-che 
fiifing of his Father,, and inſtantly dyes. Search 
is preſently 'made for La. Hey, whom ar. laſt chey 
finde in the Dominican Fryers Church at. a Ser- 
mon, whence they drag ber to. priſon, and charge 
her with her Hugbands murther, which, being pur 
to. the rack, ſhe ſtraight. confeſſeth. Whereup: 
deran De Sa/ez his dead body to.be,hang'd 
mon Gallows by the beelgand then <4 
| [pf hang ; then burgt- So ſhe is 
he, bl 93), and Divinesſent.to her, who 
iponHer conſcience, xbat the confeſſeth ſhe 


ad bired Michae! for three hundred crowns to 
poyſan Ee Frange ; of which, the Judges. being 
advertiſed, they alter her ſentence, and judge ber 
-£0;thave her riglit hand cur off, then to be burned 
alive - : both which ſentences che next day were 
executed accordingly. 5. Xo 
Michel , alfoon as he heard of Le Hay's imprt- 


nment, fled diſguiſed in a Fryers Habic, buc by 


; 2 ure L Necy Parliament is pouag out , and 
caught back to Tho/onſe, where, for poyſoning Le 
Ns, he is oe to he al Lic wheel, 
thereco remain till he be dead, ang hen bis body 
to be rhrown into the River Garroxe ; which the 
fame day was executed un,him : who, as he Jived 
an Atheiſt, ſo be Opec impemitent]y ; ſaying onely 
Chis, Becauſc the world kad fo much tolay RBIs 

c 


heard. b f bis. Servani Fr 
 OVEr two.of bis bz ey | 


A 
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wy he wonld Cay notbing to the world, but-dad the 

hs [Exceutioner diſpgich hin, vec ff 1 

et {;:Lee his Hiftory beraldlon for all people | nec 

nf only ta: dereft theſe Fain fins in therſelves,but ab» 
© | torr ang fiare rhemin archers. KU 2-1 4303 
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be 7 The Contents. - * 
5 JF Albemare caxſcth Pedro aud Leonardo to murtber 
0 F Barecano, aud 'be after marrieth Clara. | He 
ie caufoth bis man Valecio to poyſon Pedro in profon, 
0 axd by« letfcr which Leonardo ſeut biw, Clara 
5 pereciverb that bexwias the cauſenf Barttano's murs 
TH ther;: for which both b:, Valerio, axd Leonardo 
4f-: ercult banged. 1 eb nin 


F | | h "© Dots 
FN the rich and populous City.of Mi/{«in fome» 
-£ - time was relident an antient Nobleman term- 
R cd Stiprrieur Leonardo Capello, who had inter» 

marvied with d Spaniſh Lady/named Don e1Mer 
712 deCaſtiana,whofe bappy nuptiak and'niacriage 
bed was bleſt with only one child's daugiter Cale 
ld Dove Clare, » Lady fo compleatly beautiful 
and perfealy virtuous, chattogive her her due, 
and nomore, the conld not be iparallePd by any 
youngLady.of Lowberdy-or Ttelj, nor equalized 
any bur herſelf, | TUIRIE En | 
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+7 Albemare and Clart, . Book4F 
©. The fame of theſe noble, borh 'interiour '-ay 
exteriour indowments, draw diverſe of -che-beff 
-and chiefeſt Gallants both: of "the! City and ''th 
Country, to courr; and ſeek her'in marriagez br 
neither her parents or ſelf, are ſo much importun? 

by any,as by Seignieur Giovanni Albemare a Gen 
tleman well deſcended, rich, and of twenty five 
years of age, and fo in all outward appearance 
tit'and correſponderit match, bur her affe&ion 'ilf, 
tranſported from him, becauſe ſetled on anotherſh 
Gentleman, younger than he, named Seignien 
 Alphonſw Baretano, whoſe lately deceaſed father 
had lefc him ſole heir ro many rich lands and pol: 
ſeſſions, ,burt they were ſo intangled with.debts and 
mortgages, that they prove a hindrance to hiz 

» fortunes. Thus we ſee Albemare and BaretawFF.. 
are become 71ivals in their affe&ion to Clara,whoni 
+both of them atfe&, but they differ in themeany; 
and progreſs of their reſolutions, how ro obtain... 
her, for Baretane courts the daughter before the. © 
Parents, but A/bemare ſues tothe parents befor 
the daughter, which makes them approve of 4{-l 
bemaregbut {leight Baretexo, which they fignifie to 
their daughter, by an undervaluing both bimſelfF; 
and his eſtate. Clara prepared to receive ſuch eff 
fpeceches, very modeſtly anſwers, that, as (he i 
confident of Baretano's affeftion to her, ſo 'that ſhe 
<qually tenders:;him,. that-if. her will be not 
contradied-by theirs, it will be her 'only joy tof., 
have bim for her husband-' :Tepello-and Caſtianch,. 
ſeeing their daughter eyed foto her own will, 
chink it more requiſite to reyert her reaſons by 
fair means, than refel them by force, they as then 
leave ber co her thoughts, but adviſe  Albeware 
to proceed, and make on. his ſuittoher. Towhichy 
end, armed both by their authority and _ _ 

R | of I 
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fe&ion, ke follows and ſolicites her in all places 
ith -all- care, coſt, art and. induſtry. But-ſhe 
veB-oks haggard and averſe on him, giving him .cj- 
"Ther ſuch general anſwers, -or cold eutertainment, 
Mat he hath more reaſon to deſpair, than hope to 
brain ker. Whereof he infoxms her parcnts,they 
add rhreats to their perſwafions,bur all to little or 

"Ho purpoſe. 

For,whiles 4/bemare thus in publick ſeeks Clare, 
Bareteuo doth no leſs in- private, and "though with 
"Meſſe ſkew, yer with greater hopes, for he finds, 
"Khat, as ſhe hath given him heart, ſo ſhe likewiſe 

Sncends to beſtow on him her perſon + And this is 
he ſole deſire of both ,: and this only is their 
S&hief delight. This cheir familiarity is again re- 
Tvcrted to her Father and mother, which inwardly 
prieves them, andthe more,becauſe, now our two 
Jyoung Lovers Beretano and Clare reſolve, that he 
"ſtall publickly motion her parents for her in mar» 

'Fiage, which hein a very orderly decorum per- 

Wormeth, but they give him ſo cold entertainment, 


bat _ not only deny him their. daughter, bur 
4FÞlfo forbid him "their honſe : Yet doth not this 
- prove a ſufficient cooling carde, to make them re- 
ire, but rather makes them advance in the pro- 
c\Srefſe of their chaſt affe&ions, for, in deſpighr of 
fre er parents malice and jealoufte, when they are 


leeping in their beds, Clara is many times waking 
"nd walking with Baretao in the Garden, neither 
n they long keep this ſo cloſe, but ſome ſpy- 
ig pickthanks give intelligence 'thereof , which 
nakes them ſuddenly and privately ſend away 
heir. daughter, from Milain ro Medeua by Coach, 
here to be meued up with' the Lady Emilia her 
unt,attended only by her waiting Gentlewoman 
{driena,and accompanicd by Albemere. | 


Clara 


. Clavaſccing herſelf chus baniſtied from:her Bf þ 
ferns, mournes and lamenes wonderfully, and: 
 Jefle doth he, yer knowitig there was forme cr 

Forc'tefr if he mighr but hear from her; he , thouglil(# 

the accefſe were difheulc to her, yer b ſubtle E 
ſecret meſſengers doch | convey. diverſc Letrers taff up, 
her, wherewith:I ſhall nor bere trouble che reader bar 
becauſe every lover hath his fingular paſſion 3/ yelſthe 
ler me ſay thus much, chey were certainly as full prc 
of afcfttion as words, and manifeſted the -fullan s 
dear Love berween them. : Now, while +Aevetantll Cle 
thus eiitertains Clare with letters, Atbentare ſuc the 
eo her with words, whereto her averſenefſs makel tha 
hint jealous of fome correſpontency that was: pris] and 
vately held by'ber wich him, biic ſhe endeavouryber: 
by 81! means poſſible ro conceal, which makes hin but 
tbe more diligent in his enquimes, when lo an un] yer, 
expe&ed accident diſcovers. the whole: matter,ſ] int 
For we muſt kabw that Ciera, to avoid 4/{bemare'Þ tend 
company, {he moſt an end pait away che. irifom ten 
neſs of her time'in walking in her Aunts ' Gardens whi 
and little park, whoſe walls were the limits] one 
wherein her liberty was confined; in. which'patk] / 
was a very curious walk, ranked on each fidef Toy 
with Sycemours,and at the end thereof a cloſe o're-Jther 
ſhadowed bower, hicher ſhe repaired one fair day;Jto r 
with a book in her hand, a book where ro readfſom 
and deludethe time ; but chat which {he moſt de-Jacks 
lighted her ſelf in,was to read her Bareatews's Let-ſthat 
ters, with the _ whereof ſhe is wrapt into aſther, 

jonare extaſy of joy; in the midſt whereof hear*Jhour 

my a voice,ſhe looked out and perceived A4lbemareſwhat 

coming ro the ſame place, and nor far off, where-ſitiy: 

at ſtarting up, ſhe haftily folds up her Lercers, andJ{be: 

clapping thetn( as ſhe chonght ) into the 'pocketjdine 

of her gown', calls her maid, and goes. awayſtone 
| pur-| 
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porpofely toavoyd hini: However le means to go 
to the bower,, when coming to the foot of the 
amd fairs; be finds two Letters of Beretanc's to Clark, 
ought (which ic ſeems ffipr our of her handkerchief, as 
dl ſhe was putting it im her pocker.) Theſe he takes | 
rs ta up, afid reads,which makes him like one hmacick, 
derff bur at laft recalling his" wics, he goes home and 
i ſhews them to the Lady Emilia her Aunt, who 
ul promiſes to give notice thereof the next day co her 
biher and mother at Milzin. And bythis time 
tell Clare miſſeth her letrers, ſends her maid co ſeek 
9] thets, but they are not, whereupon ſhe concludes 
akesf] that 4/beneare hath chem, at which for meer grief 
rio] and anger the feigns her ſelf fiek, ant fo preſently 
our betakes het ſelf ro her bed, the like doth 4/bemare, 
himſ but fleeps not,only furnes with revenge againit Be 
un reteve, whon he vows to fight with, to which end 
cer; in the morning he acquaints Emilie with his in- 
ered} tended journey, and the ſame he doth to Clare, 
om+l de ing .if fhe would command him any ſervice, 
dens] which ſhe denying, away he goes to horſe having 
mits} ove ofily ſervant vvich -him. 
ark} Albemare beirig now come to St, Remy, © little 
fide] Town fifteen miles from M3/lain, he means ro dine 
're«[there, and afrerwards during the hear of the day 
lay;Jto repoſe and teſt hiniſeif : which he doth, and 
eadffoie hors afrer bids his horſe be made ready, and 
de-Jucks his Hoſt, if any Gentlemen were in the houſe 
LetJthat were riding for M3//4in: Who tells hin thac 
o #ſthere was one Seignicur Barttaxo,who about two 
rar*Jhours #frer would ride thicher. A/bemare enquires 
wrewhar Kinde of tnan he is, the Hoſt deſcribes, and 
res Jews him out of a window, walking in the garden. 
mndfbemdre fees and knows him, asks whar atten- 


ketfdance he'had ; che Hoſt replyes, New he hath 
va flone, but ufually three or four : when, having 
ur- | , learned 


'- 
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rned thus much, he; baſely reſolves in a diſguiſe 
to fet upon him in the High-way : and berauſe he 
will have no witneſffe of his baſeneſs', he ſends his 
man to Millain before him, then goes into the 
'Fown, and gets a Vizor, preſently takes horſe, and 
Jurks on the rode behinde a Grove ( ſome-three 
miles from the Town ) to attend Baretano's coming, 
who nat long after,arrives to the place where A/be- 
ware lurked, who ruſhing forch with, his Rapier 
drawn,runs Baretaxo into the. right Arm, who felt 
' the wound ere he ſaw his enemy. Ar firſt he ſtartles : 
bur thinking by his Vizor that he was a; Thief, he 
| proffered. him all his money, but withall cold him, 
he did it not out of cowardife, but becauſe he was 
_ lately afhanced tos young, Lady, whoſe, affe&ion 
was ſuch to. him, as cither the loſſe or preſervati- 
on of his life would be that of hers. Albemare 
gallea tothe heart with this anſwer, is ſo enraged, 
that hecryes, No villain, it is not thy Gold, but 
thy Life which 7 (eek ; and ſtraining-bimſelf at 
theſe words to run Baretaxo thorow, the firing of 
the Vizor brake, and he appeared co be (as he was) 
Albemare : whereupon Baretano draws,and defends 
himſelf with much courage and gallantry 3 when 
, the Count of | Martingue pallng that way in his 
Coach, and ſeeing them fighting, cauſeth ro drive 
to them, and ſo parts them; but takes them into 
his' Coach, and bringing them within the gates of 
Millain, leaves them: They both conceal cthem- 
ſelves till their wounds are ſecured , at which 
time A/bemare viſits Capello and Caſtiane, and 
reports to them their daughters health, as alſo her 
averſenefſe to-him, and withal ſhews then Bare- 
tano's Letters which he had. found : which at firſt 
troubles them; but at laſt:they bid him not de- 
ſpair, for he on1ly (hall be cheir Son in Law. - ; 
; ; ne 
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Bur this is no fſatisfa&tion to him, who con» 
fidering that Clare was only Baretens* s, he re- 
ſolves to diſpatch him into another world, that he 
mighe gain her in this; whereon ſhll pondring, 
he one day ſees Pedro and Leonardo, two Braves 
of the Caſtle of Pavia, whom + he deems to 
be inſtruments fit for his purpoſe, he ſends his 
man /aleris to call them to him, they come,s he 
acquaints them with his defire ; about ten dayes 
afrer tomurther Baretayo in the ftreet by night, 
and to give it out that ir was done by ſome of 
the Spanyards of the Viceroyes guard : for. which 
ſervice, he will give an hundred Duckatoons in 
hand, and leave one hundred more in Valerio's 
hand for them, the greedineſs afrer which makes 
them ( farſt ſwearing ſecrecie ) to promiſe in all 
reſpe&s to perform hisdehfire , thus having agreed, 
within four or five dayes he returnes to Modena, 
( but nor {o ſoon as the newes of his fight with 
Baretanoy the particulars whereof ſhe bath intel» 
ligente off, ) and preſently upon his arrivall he 
ficſt ſalutes the Aunc Emilia, than her Neece Cla- 
ra, and delivers her her parents Letters, which 
having read, ſhe gives him this ſharp anſwer. My 
Father and Mother command we to love thee: 
but bow can I, fince upon the high-way, thou 
baſely and treacherouſly attempted# to kill my dear 
Baretano, whom 1 love a thouſand times dearer 
then the whole World? and fo in choler flings a» 
way from him, whereat he ſtormes and rages, thus 
they ſeverally paſs their times in dif-content,. rill 
now the fatall newes of Baretano's death arrives. 
For Pedro and Leonardo according to their pro- 
miſe, cruelly affaulc and murther innocent Bare- 
raxo in the ſtreets of M//ain by night, with no 
leſs thanſevea ſeveral wounds, and fo give out, 
I #9 
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as was formerly conchided, the fame gight going 
to Valerio , who gives them the reſt of-their 
money , Baretano's untimely end is much bewail- 
ed, only Capello and Caſtiata rejoyce, alluring 
themſelves that A{/bemare ſhall now . quickly be 
their Son in» law. And about four dayes after, 
they advertize their Daughter Clara, their fiſter 
Emilia, and: Albemare thereof by a Gentleman, 
whothey purpoſely ſend to bring Clare and- Al- 
bemare to Millzin, but this newes ſo aftonifheth 
Clara, that the throwes off her attire, tares her 
hair, and falls into a ſwooning, even to.theha- 
zard of her life , and no ſooner 15 ſhe a little come 
to her ſenſes, but ſhe would-have ſtabbed ker ſelf roo 
with a knife, had ſhe nor been prevented by her 
Aunt; when again falling into paſſion, ſhe vowes, 
that if ſhe knew his murtherers , ſhe would tare 
out their hearrs, and in this paſſion ſhe continued, 
refufing comfort, above 'ten dayes ,: when at laſt 
being overperſwaded by ſome Divines, ſhe per- 
mics her ſelf to be conveyed home. to Mzllain, 
where ſhe ſolitarily remains a mourner z but time 
begets negle&, and chat makes her begin to for- 
ger the memory of Baretzno, and to look more 
plealingly on Albemare , who ſtill had: hitherts 
continued his ſuic with great conſtancy and af- 
feftion. And the twelve moneths ( Clara's vow- 
ed time of. mourning ) are ſcarce paſt, but van- 
quilked with A!bemare*s fighes, Letters, and pre- 
ſents, and” her parents powerfull perſwafions, ſhe 
conſents, and with great joy, pomp, and brave- 
ry, is in Millain narried to Albemare. ; 
A year and, a quarter is hardly paſt fince their 
marriage, but A/temare's hot love begins to grow 
” cold, and his luſtfull eyes and thoughts carries him 
abroad to comrtezans , which makes her ſo inward- 


ly 


| 
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ly diſcontented, thar her beauty decayes, and ſhe 
wiſhech her felfdead a thouſand 'times ;in which 
condition-we muſt leave her, and come to Pedro, 
who. having ſpent A4lbemare's money prodigally 
and lewdly , and his wancs thereby increaling, 
he to his former murder adds theft, by robbing 2 
Jewellers ſhop of diverſe uncut ſaphirs and 
emraulds, and other rich commodities, but being 
taken in the fa&, he is ſent co. priſon : And 
now remembring A/bemare, early in the morn- 
ing he ſends for Valerio, and bids him tell his 
maſter; that if he will not procure his pardon, 
he on the Ladder will reveal Baretans's murther 3 
Albemare is alarum'd at this report, and to fe 
cure himſelf will heap fin upon fin, and fo re- 
folves'ro poyſon Pe4ro in priſon, but to prevent 
his blabbing in the mcan while; he ſends his man 
Valerio back to the priſon to him , to affure him 
that his pardon ſhall be procured, whereat Pe- 
dro. exulcs, notwithſtanding which fair promiſe» 
in che afcernoon he is arraigned for the ſame 
thetr, and being apparently convited, he is ad- 
jadged tobe hanged.the next morning. But yet 
his hopes are not quice dead, becauſe of Al- 
bemare's promiſe , who hearing of his ſudden 
condenmation and execution, that night ſends 
Valeris to the priſon to him with two botcles 
of wine, and he tells him che pardon is granted, 
and wants nothing but the Viceroyes lign to it, 
which his Maſter is promiſed alſo. Buc the wine 
in one of the bottles is mixed with ſtrong and 
deadly poyſon, whereof Valerio having made Pe- 
dro to drink twice or thrice, he cakes leave ot - 
him for that night; Now the next mo-ning early 
tne Jailer came to his chamber, to bid him pre- 


, Pare for his execution, he finds him dead aid 


T2 Cold 
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cold in his bed, yer for examples ſake, he is hang- 
ed by the heels in his ſhirt at the appointed 
placeof execution. 

And now Albemare thinks himſelf ſecure, when 
Immediately he 1s ſer upon by the other afſaſinate 
Leonardo, who being thrown into priſon by his 
credirours, and having no hopes of freedon: but his 

rſe, he ſends tohim either ro lend or give him 

fry Duckatoons, but Albemare not minding it, 


| burnes the lecter. 


Leonardo having waited fifreen dayes for an 
anſwer, and receiving none, he is enraged to ſee 


himſelf thus lighted, wherefore having uſed intrea-- 


ties, he now reſolves to touch him to the quick, 
which he doth in theſe lines, 


Leona rdo ts Albemare. 

F my firff Letter prevailed not with thee for 
the loan or gift of fifty Duckatoons , to free 
me from this my miſerable impriſoument, I make 
no doubt , but this my ſecond will, for, being a 
Souldier I give thee to underftand , that I hold 
it far more generons to hang than ſtarve, ſith as 
4 halter is only the beginning of my friends ſor- 
rowes, ſo likewiſe it' will be the end of my own 
miſeries, zea, if thou ſpeedily furniſh and accom- 
pliſh not my requeſt, altbough it coſt me my life ,I 
wil! no longer conceal bow thou diddeft bire Pedro 
and my ſelf for two hundred Duckatoons ,to kill 
Seignieur Baretano,which at thy requeif we per- 
formed. Think then bow near my ſecrecie concernes 
thy life fith when 1 ſuffer death, I know thou 
haft but a ſhort time to ſurvive me, therefore thank, 
thy ſelf if thy ingratitude turn my affetiion into 

contempt, and that into revenge and malice. 

Leonardo. 
þ | This 
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This letter he ſends by a ſele& meſſenger , 
who not finding A/bemare at home. after te- 
dions waiting , gives it to Valerio, and prayes 
him ſafely to deliver it to his Maſter, whoſe ill 
husbandry and bad company keeping him our 
all night , and Yalerio called forth about earneſt 
buſineſs, he placeth the Letter upon a cup-boord 
neer his maſters ſtudy, and ſo departs. Now 
 Albemare kepr a man-fool, who indeed was fo 
naturally peeviſh, as not Millain, hardly Italy 
could match him for ſimplicity, This fool ſaw 
Valerio put the Letter on the cizp-boord , and 
Valerio's back is no ſooner turned, but the foot 
climbs up and reaches the Letter , which both 
| In the hall and yard he cofſes and dandles in 
his hand, C/ar« coming from Veſpers, ſees it, 
and asks how he came by ic? He continuing to 
play witk it, anſwers: Thatit was his Letcer, 
and that God had ſent ic him , which words 
Clara weighing, and conlidering the perſon from 
whom they came, ſhe imagined there was ſomne- 
thing in it more than ordinary , when ſnatch- 
ing it from him, and ſecing- it dire&ed to her 
husband, She opened it, and finding in the con- 
clufjon thereof, that Albemare had canſed Rare- 
tauo to be murthered, ſhe could not contain her 
ſelf for ſorrow, but burſt into extremity of paſ- 
fions, affliing her ſelf in an extraordinary man- 
ner, and not knowing what courle to take, at 
length {he calls tor her Coach, and | goes di- 
re&ly to Baretans's Uncle, and with faghes and 
tears, ſhewes him the letter , he reads it, and 
then admiring at Clara's Chriſtian zeal, he 
ſends for the Preſident Criminal, to whom he 
delivers the letter and prayes him to examine 
Clars thereon, which he gravely doch, then 
$955 
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134 Albemare and Clays, \ Book 3, 
goes with her ro her heuſe, and queſtions the 
fool , where he had the Letter, who fimply ta- 
king the Judge by the hand, and bringing him 
to the cup-boord, tells him. Here God ſent the 
Letter, and here I found him, Valerio is exami- 
ned, who ſaith he took the letter from a ſtranger, 
and lefc it there for: his maſter. Preſently . 4/- 
bemare is ſought, and apprehended in bed with a 
courtezan. He is charged with Baretans's mur- 
ther, but denies it, yer when Leonardo's letter is 
read to him, he confeſſerh the whole circumſtance, 
and for the ſame is condemned to be hanged the 
next morning, at the common place of execution. 
Albemare underſtanding how the diſcovery was 
wrought, vowestocry quittance with him, and to 
ſome Divines that were ſent to him, reveals, 
how he had cauſed his man Valerio to poyſon Pe- 
dro in priſon, the night before ae was to be execu- 
red, the like he alſo affirmed upon the ladder to 
the people, and ſo he was hanged, and his body 
cut down, 1s burnt, and the aſhes thrown into the 
air. 

. Noware Leonardo and Valerio arraigned, and 
condemned tv be hanged for their ſeveral] mur- 
thers; which was executed on them accordingly. 
Afﬀrer all which varieties of fortune Clara recires 
her (elf into the Nunnery of the Amnnunciation , 
where ſhe long lived a pen{ive and ſorrowfull lifter. 


Hiſt, 
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DE MERSONard LA V ASSEL AY. 


The Contents. 

La Vaſſelay poyſoneth her wayting mai4 Gratiana, 
becauſe ſhe is jealous that her hushaud de Merſon 
[owes ber. Whereupon he lives from ber. In re- 
venge whereof, ſhe cauſeth his man La Vusllere to 
murther him in a Wood, and then marries hin 
in requital. La Villete a Tear after riding through 
the ſame Wood, his horſe falls with bim, and almoſt 
hills him, wh2# he confeſſeth the murther of de 
Merſon, an4 accuſeth hs wife La Vallelay to 
be the cauſe thereof. So for theſe murthers he is haug+ 
ed, and ſhe burnt alive. 


XIIL.K. of Frazce,there dwelt a Geatlewoman 
aged hreeſcore and three years, termed Lg 

V aſſelay, well deſcended, and a rich Widow, 
who liad buried her firſt husband ewenty five years 
before, and her ſecond within ſix monzths, and 
was now ready for a third: And her birth and 
wealth invice many old Widowers to ſeek her in 
marriage, bur ſhe will have none of them, buc 
caſting off her blacks, ſhe decks her (elf in gay ap- 
I 4 parel 
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236 De Merſonand La Vaſſeliy, Book 
parel, powders her hair, and paints her face, and 
all co get ſome young Gallant ro hex Hus- 
band, 

Now during the rime that «his old Woman ſo 
vainly behaved her ſelf, home comes a young 
Gentleman named Mounfieur de Merſon from his 
travels in Ttaly, where he ſo little profited, that 


forgetting all generous exerciſes, he delighted in. 


nothing ſo much as to paſs histime with Courte- 
zans, and ſo returned loaden only with vices 
and debts.” When immediately upon his arrival, 
to make himſelf be taken notice of, he flannrs it in 
brave appare), and frequents all ſolemn feaſts and 
meetings. His Father obſerving his vanity, and 
being ſenſible of his prodigality,checks him,& bids 
him look tothe payment of his own debts, for that 
he will not meddle with them; which taking ill 
at his fathers hands,he falhly packs up his baggage, 
leaves his houſe, rides to Mans, and there reſolves 
to paſs his tfme that Winter, hoping there to find 
ſome or other rich wife, who ſhould redeem his 
credit and repayr his deſperate fortunes, Which 
happened according to his deſires, for he wears 
rich clothes, whereby and the cornlineſle of his 
perſon, he is ſoon known and taken norice of, bur 
eſpecially by our old Widdow La V aſſe/ay,who falls 
{ſo deeply in love with him,that ſhe could willing- 
ly part with balf her wealth co get him for her 
husband, Yea ſuch is her vanity and immodeſty, 
that ſhe will ſeek him for her husband, and nei- 
ther mind his youth , prodigality, ſmalneſs of 
means and hopes, vice or debrs,nor the ſcandal ſhe 
expoſecth her ſelf to for matching wich ſo yourig 
a Gentleman,to whom for age ſhe might be grand- 
mother, bur layes all theſe and other conliderati- 
ons altde, and employes one Menyſfieur de Prunean 

£9 


-n ws 4m wow. 4 fe waa. > > > @ @ IA @ Rl 


ws a «© kk: dl ws ws woes As 


@s wa. aa ae D= a 


& wv WW Wh » & vy 


li. AMS. Li 


Hiſt, 13. De Merſon and L4Vaſſelay. 137 


tobe her Agent to de Merſon for that purpoſe, 
whoſe wiſdome ſeeing the great diſparity between 
them,and confidering the many miſeries that uſu- 
ally atrend ſuch prepoſterous marriages, he like a 
true friend and an honeſt man,uſeth many reaſons 
rodivert her ill-grounded affe&ion from de Merſon, 
to ſome elder perſon whole years might better 
agreeand ſympathize with hers, Bur when he 
ſees he ſpends his time and breath in vain, he 
gives way to her, and promiſerch his belt endea- 
vours in her behalf. To which end he finds de 
Merſon, acquaints him with La V aſſelay's afte&ion, 
layes before him the nobleneſs of her deſcenc,the 
greatneſs of her eſtare, and the excellency of her 
varrucs, & withal that ſhe is not ſo old as ſuppoſed, 
loving him above all men, and defiring the honour 
of his company to her houſe, 

De Merſon, knowing the very truth both of her 
age and eftate before ; thanks de Pruneau' for his 
pains, and La Vafſelay for her love, and prayes 
him to tell her , that he will ſup with her che 
nighe following at her houſe, and thus they 
part. 

De Pruneau returns with this pleaſing anſwer to 
LaV aſſelay, to whom he alſo extols and praiſeth 
De Merſon, and fo bids hep prepare her ſupper, and 
her ſelf to entertain him che next night, which 
was ſo pleafing to hergthat ſhe leaves no colt unſpa- 
red to make him welcome. 

De Merſon having conſulted with himſelf, ac- 
cording to his promiſe, comes the next night 
both co vilit and ſup with Le V aſſelay,who having 
purpoſely decke herſelf in youthful apparel, re- 
ceives him with all demonſtrations of joy and af- 
feRion : Ar his firſt arrival he gives her two or 
three kiſſes, where ſupper being ſexyed in, her 

| | TT 


138 . De Merſonand LaVaſſelay, Book 3 
afetion was again diſcovered in the curioſity and 
bounty thereof, Supper ended and the cloth ta- 
ken away, they fall to diſcourſe : De Merſon kind- 
ly and familiarly taking his new old Miſtreſs in 
his armes, which makes her . beyond herſelf, both 
merry and joyful, and having thus paſſed ſome 
houres, they very lovingly part, he having firſt 
delired three dayes reſpite to reſolve. Two of 
which he ſpends in ſurveying and peruſing, the 
writings of her Dowry, Leafes of her Lands and 
Houſes, bonds and bills of debts due to her, and 
finds her eſtate to be really worth 6000 Franks 
Yearly, and her moveables worth at lealt eighteen 
thouſand more, whereupon the third day he pub- 
lickly concrafts himſelf to her ; and within eight 
dayes after privately marries her. But two 
moneths are ſcarce palt, ere De Merſon begins to 
repent his match, and grows quite out of love 
with his old wife, ſo that he bears himſelf ſtrangly 
to her, and is ſeldom, or never at home with her, 
but always ranging abroad, which makes her wiſh 
the had been dead, when ſhe fo unfortunately 
married, 

Now co find out the particular obje& of La Vaſ- 
ſelay's jealouſie, we muſt know, that ſhe hath a 
proper young Geatlewoman to atten her, abour 
eightecn years of age, named Gratiana, who was 
very lovely and fair, and with this maiden the 
fears her husband is more familiar than either 
modeſty or vertue will permit, and hath no rea- 
ſon to induee her to this thought belides her own 
jealouſte, which makes her become confident that 
her husband lies ofcener with Gratiana than with 
herſelf, which ſhe vows ſhe will not tollerate ; 'to 
which end and to colour her treachery, one day 


looking ſtedfaſtly in her face, (he tells her, he 
a 


_—_—_ oa» mm may > 2a A. oo. - © a a or. . 


Hiſt. 12, . De Merſonand LaVaſſelay, 139 


had need to be let blood to prevent a fever,where- 
to Gratianu innocently conſents, {© one Rexnee an 
Apothecary is ſent for, whom ſhe bicls co draw 
from her at leaſt {ixteen ounces of blood, he ſaith 
that to take ſo nnuch may endanger her life, ſhe 
anſwers, *cvas fo ordered by a Dofour, whereup- 
on he opensa vein, and when he had near taken 
{ſo much, poor heartleſs Gratiana, faints twice in 
a chair, they being hardly able eicher torefetch or 
keep hife in her. 

Gratiana doth not once dream of this her Mi» 
ftreſſes rreacherous letting her blood , but rather 
thanks her for her care of her health. But the 
very next day De Merſou dining at home, and 
ſeeing Gratiane look to pale, he asks his wife 
what ailes her Genelewoman ro look fo ll, which 
ſhe purs off wich a feigned excuſe, bur here con- 
ftirming her jealoufhe, ſhe now concludes her hus» 
bands diſhoneſty wich her, which ſhe vowes 
ſharply co revenge, and puts in praftice in this 
manner. 

Her husband riding one day abroad with other 
Gentlemen to hunc Wolves, the under pretence of 
buline(s, calls Gratiana into her inner chamber, 
and bolting che door, charges her of diſhoneſty 
with her Maſter De Merſon: Gratianua vows and 
(wears with tears, that it 1s a falſe accuſation, and 
chat ſhe never had ſo much as an amchalt choughr 
roward her Maſter. But this fatisfies nor Lz V afſe- 
lay, for preſently calling in her chambermaid and 
cookmaid, {he makes them ttrip poor Gratiana to 
che waſt, and bind her hand and foot to the 
bedpoſt, chen (having curned them forch of che 
chamber, the with a great burchen rod fetches off 
the *kin both from her armes,back, and ſhoulders, 
and js not ſatisfyed mill (hejhave ſpent three rods 8 

quire 
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nite tired her ſelf,where calling in her two maids, 
ſhe bids them unbind her, and help on her 
clothes. 

Gratiane, the better to get a remedy for theſe 
wrongs, difſembles them, and ſo providing ber 
ſelf ſecretly of a horſe & a manythe ſtedls awayand 
comes home to her father. LaVaſſelay vexes at 
her departure, as fearing it would produce a ſtorm 
from Mounſienr de Bremay, Gratiana's father, and 
De Merſon her own husband, which prove both 
according to her thoughts, for her husband un- 

. derſtanding rhereof, is juſtly enraged, calling her 
devil, and telling her that if ſhe ſought not means 
torecal her, that he would forthwith leave her : 
when ſeeing her ſelf in this ftreight, ſhe feigns her 
ſelf repentant, andby LaVilete a Gentleman of 
her husbands, ſends her wrought black Taffara 
for a Gown, and Crimſondama>k for a pertticoar, 
and bracelet of pearl, and accompanicth all with 
a letter to De Bremay, which eontcined theſe 


words, 


La Vaſſelay to De Bremay, 


| 0 [vindicated truth from errour, and 


that I bave wronged thy Gratiana, whereat I 
grieve with contrition & ſorrow with repentance, 
fith my husbands wowes and oaths have fully 
cleared her honour and chaſtity, which my foo- 
liſh incredulity and fear raſhly attempted both to 
ecclipſe and diſparage; in which regard pray- 
ing her to forgive, and thy ſelf to forget that 
wrong,] earneſtly deſire ber ſpeedy return by this 
bearer, and ye both ſhall ſee that I never for- 
merly hated her ſo much 8s henceforth I will both 

| love 


converted jealoufie into judgment, I find 
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love and honour her. I have now ſent ber ſome 
ſmall tokens of my love, aud ere long ſhe ſhall find 
greater effefis and teſtimonies thereof, for know-= 
ing her to be 4s chaſt as fair, inthis De Bremay 
I requeſt her to reſt confident that as ſhe is now thy 
daughter by nature, ſo ſhe ſhall be benceforth mine 


. by adoption. 
LaV aſſclay. 


De Bremay having received this letter, and her 
daughter Gratien« theſe kind rokens from her Mi- 
ſtreſs; his choler and her grief is ſoon defaced and 
blown away, ſo he well ſatisfyed and ſhe content, 
he ſends her back by Le Yilete to LaV affelay,who 
in all outward ſhew, reccives and welcomes hee 
with many expreſſions of love, and demonirati- 
ons of joy, thereby to pleaſe her husband, who 
is indeed ſatisfyed therewith, ſo as now all three 
parties ſeem to be reconciled, bur alas! There is 
nothing leſs, for within three moneths after Gra- 
tiana's return, LaV aſſelay's old jealoufie breaks 
forth with more violence and impetuoſity, for 
now if De Merſon do but laok on her, the {wears 
them guilty of adultery, which paſlion ſo over- 
clouds her judgment, that ſhe vows vengeance for 
the lame, To which end providing herſelf of 
ſtrong poyſon,and catching ar the very firſt oppor= 
tunity, as ſoon as ever Gratiana found herſelf nor 
well, under colour of much care, makes her ſome 
white-broach, into which infuling we ſaid poylon, 
ſhe gives it her,which within {ix dayes cauleth her 

with much languiſhing todie. 

De Merſon hearing of Graftana's death, doubts 
that his wifes jealouſy hath occaſioned her death, 
which he ſo confidencly believes, that he fears his 
own ſafery, and therefore reſolyes to leave her, 


and 
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and the betrer ro curb and vex her, he packs up 
all her bonds, bilis, leaſes and conveyances, as 
alſo, all her money, plate, jewels, and richeſt 
houſchold{tuff,, and bidding the tenants not to 
dare to pay her any rent, he allowing her only a 
bare maintenance, -on a ſudden he takes horſe,and 
rides home tro his Fathers, from whence all 
his wives prayers and tears are not able to reclaim 
him. 

La V aſſelay ſeeing her husbands unkindneſle, is 
almoſt ready to die for meer grief and ſorrow, bur 
how to remedy it ſhe knows noche ſees her (elf left 
by all her friends, & the laughter of her enemies, 
fo that fhe hath no hope lefe co comfort her in theſe 
calamities, bur to ſeek a reconciliation with her 
husband, which the endeavours to etfe& by letters, 
and (9 about a monerh after his departure ſends 
him theſe lines, 


La Vallelay to De Merſon, 


Ga at thy requeſt T both recanted my jealouſie 

to thy ſelf,and repented my cruelty to my mai4 
Gratiana, what have I committed or done, that 

* Would deſerve this thy ingrateful departure : for 
having made @ moſt exatt ſcrutiny in my thoughts 
and ſoul, either of them aſſure me, that the free- 
neſs and fervency of my afjefion to thee deſerved 
a farr more courteous requital., Tf any have given 
thee any ſiniſter or falſe impreſſions either ofmy ſelf 
or actions, if thy affetion to me will not deface 
them, at leaſt let thy pity, Return then my 
ſweet and devr hushand, & what ervrours or faults 
ſoever, thou ſay? IT have committed,I will not only 
redeem them w,th kiſſes but tears. 

La V afſſelay. 


De 
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De Merſon having received rhis letter, rather 
rejoyceth at, than. commiſerates his wives eſtate 
and forrows, yea.it works ſuch poor effeBts in his 
affe&ion, that he ſoſleights her and her memory, 
that once he thought to have anſwered her lercer 
with filence, but then doubting he ſhould again be 
troubled with the like, ro ſave her that labour, 
he returnes her this ſharp and bitter an- 
{wer, 


De Merſon to La Vaſſelay. 


| ob thy errour,not my abſence , which hath 
changed thy joyes into ſorrows, and my ſight 
will be a poor content for thee to bear to thy grave, 
fith as a Chriſtian thou ſhouldeſt delight to ſee 
aone but thy Saviour, nor be ambitious 10 live in 
any armes but bis. That I am thy husband I 
grant, but yet T fear thy heart knows I have farr 
more reaſon for my departure, than thou to deſire 
my return. And if thou wilt yet know more, pray 
God thou didfi not bedew Gratiana's grave both 
with her tears and blood, for hadſt thou not been 
» cruel, yea inhumane to ber, I would never bave 
been unkind to thee, And ts conclude, live 
as happy, as 1 fear her death will make the die mis 
ſerable. 
De Merſon. 


This letter nips her tothe heart,for therin find- 
ing his ſuſpicion of her for Gratiane's death, ſhe 
begins ro tear him, and therefore to rake off thar 
danger, and ſecure her own life, ſhe changeth ker 
love ro him into hatred, and reſolves to cauſe him 
tobe murthered. And among all perſons ſhe picks 
out La Vellete his own ſervant, as the fictelt in- 
ſtrumenc 


144 
 firament, ſo ſending for him, ſwears him to ſeere- 
cie, and then making a long inve&ire againſt ker 
husband , proffers him a thouſand crownes if he 
will undertake to murther him, which at this 
firſt time he poſitively denies ; but upon a ſecond 
meeting ſhe renewes her propoſition to him, 
and tells him, thar if he will murther his maſter, 
ſhe within {1x moneths will marry him, which fo 
draws him tothe lure , that he ſwears to her to 
effe& it. | 

Now it happened that ſhortly after De Mer- 
ſon went to a generall hunting, from whence 
coming home, in the midſt of a great wood Las Vil- 
lete riding behind his maſter , ſhoots him through 
the reynes with a brace of piftoll bullets , which 
makes him inſtantly fall dead from his horſe to the 
ground,and minding to give it ont that he was kil- 
led by theeves, he ſhoots through his own hat, cuts 
himſelf o're the hand, breaks his rapier, takes his 
Mafters purſe and watch out of his pocket, and 
then tying his feet with one cord, and with a flight 
binding himſelf with his armes behind him to a 
tree, he cryes out upon theeves chat had killed his 
maſter, when ſoon after three Gentlemen tra- 
velling that way, find him out by his cryes, to 
whom he- relates the robbery and murther of his 
Maſter, as he had afore deligned ; which the Gen- 
tlemen ſecing cut his cord, and help to convey 
rhe dead corpy to the next Village, from whence 
Villete ſorrowfully carries him home, where his 
mournfull Father with infinite grief buries him. 

La Vaſſelay receives the newes from Vilete 
with a ſhew of great grief outwardly, but with 
inward joy, and according to;agreement, within 
ſhore time makes good her promiſe co him,by mar- 
rying with him, which by all is much wondred 
aly 
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"248. 
at, and breedsa ſuſpicion that there was ſome- 
thing morein it than was yet known, which in 
due time God will both dete& and puniſh” The 
manner thus. | 

Theſe two bloody wretches, Le Vileteand” Le 
Vaſſelay having been now married about eighs 
moneths, and he deeply in law with De Merſor 
his Father. for ſome lands and wricings , which he 
deteined from him, he cne day takes an occaſion 
tro ride over to Manfrel/es houſe to talk of the dif- 
ferences, and lighting into ſome Merchants cont-,., 
pany by the way, his hurſe on' a Sunday, firſt bes ,-- 
gins to run backward, then (ideling in defpighr of 
ſ\wirch andſpur, and ar laſt-ftands on. end on his hin- 
der legs, and falls quite back with him, and almoſt 
breaks the crunk of his body in picces, which fall - 
and bruiſe hardly affording him avdility toſpeak, 
and he tinding death approach, he- then and chere 
doth confeſs, that his wife La Vaſtly had cauſed 
him to murther his Maſter De Merſon, which he 
indeed had performed ar her dehire. 

The Merchants which were in his- company con» 
vey himco an Inn in Sc. Georges, and fearing he 
would dye under their hands, chey fend poſt to 
the Preſiaza! Court of Mars, who ſpeedily com» 
mand Le Villete to be brought thicher alive or 


dead; he is brought thither alive, where he again 


confeſſerh the murcher, in manner and form afore- 
ſaid ,and accuſeth Le /V aſſelay to be che ſole inlti- 
gatour thereof, Whereupun ſhe is apprehended 
an4 impriſuned, whereof De Bremay having no» 
tice, comes to Mans and accuſerh her for tke dearth 
of his Daughter Gratiane - Her- judges upon this 
double accuſation adjudge her tothe rack, where 
at the fick rorment ſhe confeſſerh herſelf (ole 
aRour in the ticlt, and Authour in the ——_ 
ragrs. 
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ther, for which heynous crimes they. condemn 
'La Villete to be hanged, and La V afſelsy to be burn- 
ed alive the next day, which at the common place 
of execution is executed in the preſence, and to 
the content of all the people of that City, who 
reJoyce and glorifie God for ſuch their deſerved 
puniſhments. 
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Benev. and his two bloody Daughters. 


The Contents. 

Fidelia and Czleſtina caſe Carpi and Monteleon 

. . With their two Lackeyes Lorenzo end Anſelmo 
to murther ther Father Gaptain Benevente : 

.. Monteleon and bis Lackey Anſelmo are drowned, 
Fidelia hangs her ſelf, Lorenzo is banged. for « 
robbery, and on the Gallows confeſſeth Benevente's 
nurther, Carpi hath his right hand cut off; then 
is beheaded, Czleſtina is beheaded, and her bedy 
burnt. 


dwelt an antient rich and valiant Gentleman 
termed Captain Bexevente, who by his deceaſed 
Lady bad lefchim two Daughters and a Son,he 
named. Seignieur Kicardo Aleaſers,, they, ewo, the 
. ” a. Ladies 


|E Otranto a City of Apulia in Ttaly , there 
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Ladies, Fidelia & Celeſtina,Alcaſero lives altogeth- 
er at: Naples with the ſpaniſh Viceroy, Fidelize 
and Ce/efina are at home with their Father, that 
his care might provide them good husbands. 
This Captain Beneve#te was beloved and honour- 
ed by all the Nobility of Apulia, fo that his houſe 
was held as an Academy for all Martiall exerciſes, 
ſo as the beauty of his rwo Daughters could not ini 
ſuch reſort be long either. unſeen or uncourted, 
whereby in fhort time they are both of them ſoughr 
in marriage by many Barons and Gentlemen a 

well at home as abroad. Bur the Father will not 
hear of any ſuch motion, whereat they grieve and 
repine. - And conſidering with themlelves the fe- 
verity of their Farher to them, in croſſing their 
delires of marriage, they think though themſelves 
cannot, yet their Brother perchance may preva! 

with thtir Father, to which end chey conſulc toge® 
ther,and foby e confident fitend of rheirs, fend 
co him to Naples this letter. - 


Fidelta and GCxzleflina to Alcaſero; 


[A FEſpairing of our Fathers reſolution to marry 
us; we have no other refuge but to thy ſelf 

and thy love, in requeſting thee powerfully to 
ſ»iCite him therein, that be may not prefer bis 
gold beforeiour content, neither could our thoughts 
perſwade us either to employ or acquaint any 6 
ther but thy ſelf with theſe our defires ; for his ſe= 
wverity is ſuch towards, that although we are 
ſought in marriage by divers Cavaliers our ſupe- 
riours , yet be will nat permit us to be ſeen, much 
leſs to be wedded of any. Foyn then thy power to 
our prayers, and we doubt not to be as happy in a 
Brother as we feet we ſhall ſes 6:tſclves miſeravle 
A mn 
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in a Fatber, and as thou canft not forget cur de- 

ſcent and blood, ſo we zealouſly pray thee to re* 

member, if xot our beauty,' our youth. 

Fidelia Czleſtina. 

Upon receipt of this Letter A/caſers comes to 
Oranto and deals efte&yally with his Father, who 
anſwers, that he hath provided the Baron of Carpz 
for Fidelia, and the Knight Monteleon for Ces 
lefina, and chat in fifteen dayes they are tro come 


to fee them , whereat all three rejoyce ; within. 


the time appointed theſe two Noblemen come, 
and are afſoon miſliked, Carpi being crook-becked, 


and Monteleon - lame of cne Jeg. Benevente re» 


ceives and entertains them nobly, and tells his 
Daughters plainly chat they ſhall marry theſe and 
none others. They are. preſſed by their Father, 
and importuned by the two Noblemen to fimith 
and confirm the contratts ,which they borh in par- 
ticular and general termes deny; and apply 
themſelves anew to their Brother for help, who 
endeavours and labours for them wich zeal, but 
ſo incttc&ually;. that he can getno other anſwer, 
burthat they muſt and thell marry them, and only 
them. T hey ſeeing him thus refolvedly bent, do 
begin ro hate him, and at length Fidelia breaks 
it to her Siſter, that ſhe had rather than be mare- 
ried to one {he cannor affe& , and that fince heis 
| ſoxelohne,the had rather ſec him laid in his grave, 
than her (elf in Carp:'s bed, Celeſtina agrees in 
the ſame opinion, adding withall that the ſooner 
their Father is diſpatched the beter, and chus 
tiey conclude he ſhall dye. But as to the manner, 
afcer many conſultations, they think ic moſt ſafe 
ro engage Carp: and Monteleox to effe& ic, to 


witich end. they now change the ſcene, and ſo 


. prerend io love, where before they hated; which 
{ſo 
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ſo pleaſeth the two Noblemen, that they wich 
much urgency importune them to marriage , 
bur they tell them it is impoſſible as long 
as their Father liveth; for though he ſeem to 
make a fair ſhew tomake them their husbands,yet 
that he intends nothing leſs, having given them 
expreſs command not to. love them. The No- 
blemen are taken in the trap, and never 
conlider the treachery of theſe deceitfull and 
bloody-minded Ladies, bur joyntly en- 
gage themſelves ina ſhort tune ro free chem from 
their Father. Captain Benevente 1s many times 
accuſtomed after dinner to- ride to his Vineyard, 
and now and then to a neighbouring Village: Carpi 
and Monteleon take their two Lackeys Lorenzo 
and Anſelmo with them, afſoon as they know the 
Captain to be abroad only accompanyed with 
one Fiamento. They diſguiſe themſelves and 
watch for him at the corner of a wGod, where, up- 
on his approach they all ruſh our- upon him, and- 
with their (words an piſtolls kill them borh dead 
to the ground, then take up the dead bodies, car- 
ry them to an adjacent hill, and ſothrow chem in- 
to a deep quarry full of thick buſhes and bram- 
bles. Then conſulting of cheir flight, Carpi takes 
poſt for Naples,& Monteleon with his Lackey hye to 
Brundufium, for which purpoſe having gotten twa 
Gennets and ridden about twelve miles, Monte/e- 
0s horſe falls under him dead , which aoth ſomes. 
what amaze him, bur making a vertue of neceflity, 
he rides his boyes horſe, and makes him follaw on 
foot through narrow lanes and by-wayes, whither 
his fear dire&ed him, and at lengch near the 
Village B/anquette/le he meets witha (wifc Ford pal- 
ſable only with horſes, which conſtrains him to 
take up his Lackey Anſelmo behinl him, bat be- 
ing inthe midſt of the water, the horſe ſtumbles 
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ſo ſuddenly, that not having time to help them- 
- ſelves, they are both drowned. 

By this time Bexevente and bis man Fiamento are 
wanting and not to be heard of. The daughters 
lay all the Country to purchaſe news of their fa- 
ther, and ir er: Alcaſero at Naples of his being 
miſſing. And after five daies ſearch, and no ti- 
dings, they (uſpe& he is murthered and by Fia- 
mento, becauſe he alone was with him, and alſo 
not tobe found, but they are all miſtaken; for 
as ſome near neighbour Gentlenzen are bunting a 
ſtagg near Alpieta, which being with a long pur- 

x ſutetyred, runs for ſhelter into the ( before men- 
tioned ) Quarry, where the dead bodies of Bene- 
vente and his man were thrown; the Gentlemen 
hunters follow to kill cheir prey the ſtagg,where 
caſting afide their heads, they ſee two dead bodies 
which the Crows bad pitifully mangled, when 
approaching to diſcern them, by their cloths they 
know them to be Benevente and Fiamento; they 
ſend to Orranto to Alcaſcr» the news, he comes, 
ſees and knows the dead bodies, the whole com- 

any grieve, and helping to convey the dead bo- 
dies toOtranto ma Coach, they are buried the 
ſame night with as much decency as the [hore time 
would allow, and the diſcovery lefr co God to 
dereft the murthereis. Now the morrow after 
the burial, 4leaſero and his liſters have informati- 
on that Monteli-n and his Lackey A4nſclmo are 
drowned, whereat the liſters triumph. Bur Alca- 
ſero thinks it {trange that Carpj comes not to con- 
dole with him for hjs father, and to renew his 
ſute to his fiſter, which makes him begin roþb2 
ſuſpicious, but Carps in rwomoneths having heard 
nothing of che premiſſes, lends a Lackey 
\ro Otranto t Fidelja, With a Letter ip thefe 


w9rds, Carp; 
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Carpi to Fidelia. * 


Here are ſome reaſons that ſtay me for not com- 
. ing to Otranto, which what they are none 


> 

. can better imagine than thy ſelf : When thy ſor- 
; rows are overblown, 1 will come to theey baving 
; given thee ſo true and real a proof of my affettion, 
: «4s thou ſhouldeſt offer me palpable injuftice to doubt 
, thereof : for what greater teftimony cant thou 


futurely expet?, than to believe I will ever pre- 
fer thy love before mine own life. IT pray figni- 
fie me bow tby brother and affetted, thy anſwer 
ſhall have many kiſſes, and I will ever both honour 
and bleſſe that hand that writ it. 


Carpi. 


The Lackey comes to Otranto,& finds out Fidelia, 
to whom he delivers his Maſters letter, and requeſt- 
eth an anſwer. Fidelia receives the one and pro- 
miſeth the other ; but the reading thereof breeds 
a great alteration, for now the begins to deſpair, 
and hate all company, the is afraid of her own tha- 
dow, and thinks every houſe will fall upon her, 
this makes her forſake devotion, te look fear- 
ful and gaſtly , in which condition ar che im- 
portunity of Carp:*s Lackey,ſhe writes aud returns 
this anſwer, 


Eidelia to Carpi- 


MI Fathers death hath altered my diſpoſition, 
for I am wholly additied to monrning, not 
to marryage : I pray trouble not thy ſelf to come 
to Ocranto, for the beff comfort I can receive 1s, 
that it is impoſſible for me to receive any: T never 
doubted of thy affeftion, neither will give thee ju/t 
, K *+Þ cauſe 
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cauſe to fear mine : if this will not ſuffice, reſt aſ- 
ſured that Thave reſolved either to marry thee 
or my grave, How my brother ſtauds affetied is 
a thing difficytt for me to underfiand or know, ſith 
T am only bY filter not his ſecretary, but in all 
outward appearance , I think he neither loves 
thee for my ſake , nor my ſelf for thine, Live 
theu as happie as 1 fear I ſhail die miſe- 
rable. 

Fidelig. 


Having ſent away this letter, ſhe is now again 
diſtrated. in her thoughts, which her brother 
kinsfolk and friends perceive, and endeavour to 
 conifort her by good counſel, but ſhe can neither 
- "takenor follow any : Ina word ſhe grows wear 

both of the world and her life,and now would Kiſk. 
any hand thar would kill her, having her fathers 
murther alwaies in her mind,which made her fix her 
heart co diſpatch her ſelf, in what manner and at 
what rate {oever; ſhe rakes poy(on but that works 
not, fhe ſeeks her knife and penknife', bur finds 
neither, only ſhe takes her (ilk garter, goes to her 
chamber, bolts the door afcer her, and faſtening 
It to the teſter of the bed, there hangs her- 
(elf. : 
Dinner being now to be ſerved: in and all things 
ready, Aicdſero and Czleftina calls for their tiſter 
Fidelia, but cannart hear of her ; ſhe goes to her 
chamber and brings word that the key is on the 
outfide, and the door bolted within, yet ſhe an- 
ſwersnot. The door is broken open,where 4caſero 
entring,ſees his lilter Fide/ia hanging to the bed- 
ſtead dead, 'and her body coal black and infinitely 
Rinking, at which ſight they are affrighred, but ac 
laſt cake ber down and bury her. 

But 


<Wnagonas 
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But now to ſpeak ſomething of -Carpi, he no 
ſooner receives Fidelia's letter," but though he 
wonders at the contents, yet he means once more 
to try, and ſo ſeconds his firſt with this enſuing 
lerrer, 


Carpi to Fidelia, 


Ere thy requeft not my law, T would ſes 
Fidelia to comfort her, but ſince I am 
forbidden, what other remedie have I than patt- 
ence : If thou weigh matters aright, I have more 
occaſion of ſorrow than thy ſelf, and yet I amfar 
from deſpairing.* Endeavour to love thy ſelf,and 
not to hite me: Sn ſhalt thou draw felicitte ont 
of afliftion, and I ſecuritie out of danger, I bope 
thy Brother will not follow th; Fathers fleps, bis 
affeftion to thee ſhall be mine to himſelf, Let thy 
ſecond letter give me half ſo much joy as thy firif 
did grief, then ſhallT triumph more than I now 

lament. 

Carpi. 


This is ſent by Fieſcoto Otranto, who coming 
thither, and to Bexevente's houſe, as he walks in 
the ſecond Court, Y/caſero {pies him and ſends to 
know whoſe Lackey he was, but he will not tell. 
He is brought tothe Cellar to taſt the Wine,thence 
is brought to Alcaſero, but he will not diſcover _ 
himſelf either for encreaties or threats ; he is in- 
vited co ſtay dinner, which he doth, and after 
dinner is brought again to Alcaſero, he tells him, 
he ſaw him there fifteen dayes fince. Fizſto is ft- 
lent, Alcaſero offers him rwenty Ducats ro diſca- 
ver himſelf and his buſineſs; this rakes, and the 
Lackey tells he belongs to Carpi and hath a letter 
| from 


54 Zexev. and his two bloody daughters Book 3 
gm him to Fide/ia, which he delivers to Alcaſero, 
and thereby his ſuſpicion of Carpi for his fathers 
th revives, but knowing filence is one main 
PINF to make out ſuch a diſcovery, he bids rhe 
fo ey ſtay that night, and to ſpeak with him 
in the morning ere he depart; the Fellow comes 
and hath this anſwer, Tel/ the Baron of Carpi, thy 
Maſter, that myſifter Fidelia i in another World, 
ex that I frortlyreſolve to ſee him at Naples,and in 
the interim will keep hy Letter. | 
Fieſco knowing his fault, never returns to his 
Maſter. And A4/caſero minding his promiſe,ſpeeds 
to:Naples and to the criminal Judges; there ac- 
cuſeth Carp; for Benevente's murther, for which he 
15 apprebended, whom he defires to be arraigned, 
buy Ne Judges rather think fic to pur him to the 


rack, whoſe torments he endureth, and ftill de- 
vies all, ſo th2 Court by ſentence acquit and 


clear him, But Alcaſero will not, for after ſix 
weeks time, when Carpi is now ſound in his limbs, 
by Plantinus he ſends him this Ticker of Deti- 
ance. 


Alcaſero ts- Carpi. 


Lthough the law have cleared thee for my f &+ 

thers murther, yet my conſcience cannot, I 

ſhould be a monſter of nature npt to ſeek, revenge for 
bi death;could I give peace to my thoughts,I would 

..* #at ſeek to bereave thee of thy life with the bazard 
. . of mine own:but finding it impoſſible,pardon me if 
\«1' I requeſt thee to meet me ſingle at eight of the clock, 
after ſupper, at the Weit end of the cammon 
Vineyard, where Iwill attend thee with a couple 

. of Rapiers, the choice whereof ſhall be thine, 
And if thou wilt make uſe of a ſecond he hall aot 
depart 
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depart withaut meeting one t9 exchange g thruſt 
or two with bin. 


 Alcaſera. 


Upon receipt hergof he is in a quandary what 
to do, yer at laſt, he bids Plantinus rell him, That 
though he ha4 not deſerved his malice, yet he accepted 
bis challenge, only he mu fight ſingle, b:cauſe he was 
unprovided of a Second. TS, 

Thetime of meeting now come, Carpi and Al- 
caſero both come into che held, where it was Car- 
pi's fortune ro have the day chough immediartly, 
by leaving Alcaſero ſpeechleſs, and as he 1magin- 
ed dead in the fictd ,bur God will have his wounds 
cured, and Carpi brought in his 11ghc to a ſhant:- 
ful end. 

Aſſoon as Alcaſerys wounds are cured, he leaves 
Naples and comes home toOtranto, where Celeſtina 
did now more triumph for Carpi”s freedom than 
before ſhe rrembled ac bis impriſonment, fo thac 
now being out of tear Celeftins marries a noble 
young Gentleman, bur here Lorexz2 Carpi's page 
comes in to{poil the ſport, far being upheld by 
his Maſter co keep him (ecret in Bexevent's murther, 
he grows debauched, lewd and diffolucte, and be- 
ing one day ſent by his Malter on an errand, ina 
crowd he cuts a Genclewomans purſe from her 
hde, wherein were five and twenty Ducatoons in 
guild, and is taken with the maner', and for the 
ſame next day is convict,and adjudged tobe hang- 
ed. Carpi is amazed when he hears the news, goes 
to the priſon, and promiſcth if he will nor reveal 
the bulineſs he wots off, he will enrich his mother 
and brothers. Lorenzo promiſerh ſecrecy , bur 
being brought to the gallows, he conteſſerh that 
he and che Baron of Carpi his Makter, guns 

; Wit 
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with Monteleon and Anſelmo, had murthered Beye- 
vente and his man Fiamenti & threw them into the 
Quarry: the which he takes to his death is true,and 
» ſois hanged, 

Lorenzo turned over, Carpi is apprehended , 
when put to the rack, he reveals the nuwurther 
in every point, as Larexzo had done, Adding 
moreover,thac Celeftina and her dead fiſter Fidelia 
drew them to that murther, proteſting they had 
never done it but at theic requeſts3 ſo having 
firft his right hand, then his head is ſmicten off, 
Which done Poſt is ſent to Otraxto to ſeize on Ce- 
leftina, who is apprehended at a Wedding, and 
fo impriſoned, where underſtanding the former 
confeſſions and executions, ſhe freely acknow- 
ledgeth the whole, and fois judged to have her 
head cut off, her body burnt,and her aſhes thrown 
into the air: Which according to the ſentence was 


the next day performed. 

Thus we ſee how ſeverely this murther was by 
Gods juſt revenge puniſhed, not only in - his two 
daughters, but alſo in the two Noblemen and their 
Lackeys. And indeed as ſuch crimes deſerve ſuch 
_ : So generally the AGﬀonrs infallibly find 
them 
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- Chriſtina and her Son Maurice. 
ff, | 


wa The Contents. 

nd | Maurice /ike a bloody villain throws bis Mother Chri- 
er} ftina #1 a well and drowns her. The band and:arm 
w-i| wherewith he did it rots, and: being diſcraſed of 
er hi wits in priſon, he confeſſeth his ſaid murther for 
mn the which be is hanged. 


FL 

Pon the Northeaſt fide of the Lake of Geat- 
by .va, isa little Town called Morges, wheres 
YO in there lately dwelt an honeft and rich 


Ir Burger, named. Martin Halſenolf , who 
ch by his wife Chri#izs had one only Child , a,,Son 
ad Fircarmed Maurice Halſens!f, whoſe Father though 
a Souldier, mads ic his chief care to bree 
his ſon a ſcholar, and therefore firſt bringing him 
pin their own Grammer ſchool at Morges, his 
proficiency in ſhort time was ſuch, and his vertue 
and meeknefſe fo remarkable, that he was ready 
by the one for the Univerlicy, and for the other 
as reputed \he Phenix cf all the Yourh in Mor- 
P. (gci,and his parents thought themſelves very happy 
n him,buc this tem orary contentment is ended 
y one ſad diſaſter,for as Martin the father was fic- 
ing jocund and merry with his Wife and Son ar 
| dinner 
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— he ſuddenly falls down from his ſtool dead 
to the amazement of them both. 

The forrowftl ' Widow . having thus loft h 
'husband, who had left her a competent eftate tc 
live on, yer ſees herſelf left by all his friends, who 
had quickly forgotten hini. So that her whole 
comfort and conſolation now only reſted in her 
ſon. Maurice,. whom ſhe now. intends to ſend to 
the Univerlity of Loſanna ſome three leagues off: 
where being arrived,he is committed to the care 
of one Vareſus an expert ſcholar and an excellent 
Chriſtian, whoreceives this his pupil courreouſly 
and kind|y.But, hardly hath he been three moneths 
there but his Vertues are eclipſed, and drowned 
in thar ſwimſh viceof Draunkennefſe , which he 
makes his whole delight and ſtudy # ſothar the 
Tavern is become his fttudy, and Ebriety the art 
he profefleth: And the longer our ſtudent lives 
at Loſanxa, the worſe he growerh, and ſpends in 
Ge narted wat was his allvwance for thre& 
and then to' fartiſh "and maititain his lewd and 
Vicious courſes, Tſehids ro his' mother infinuacint 
letcers for divers ſtms of money,which he gerreth, 
but the frequency. of them 'miakes her begin to 
fear that he is become 'debauched'& vicious;where- 
of being in fine advertisd by the ſtudents and v- 
thers,ſhe commands him home to Morges, where ſhe 
hides him for his prodigality and drunkennefle, 
which he diſſemblingly takes in good part, bur af- 
ſares her withall,thar he is falfely accuſed. and ſhe 
mis-informed,wherewith at prefent ſatisfied,to put 
the better giofle on his apology, he teſtrains hjs 
vice,and gives a law to his irregular deſires in ſuck 
ſorr, that he ſeems ro be even Vertue it 
felf, yea and fpends his time in hearing Ser- 
mons and Praying, which fopleaferh her,rhat ſhe 
re 
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rep 


"1: Trait. £5. -Chrifonamnd her Son Maurice, © 
repems of her unkindneſs, acquirs him of hisftats; 


lca , 


And the better to root this opinion of teripe- 
rance in his: mothers mind, he niakes many /pre- 
rences, and gets leave to goto ſeveral placts! 4 

jacent , where hefalk to his cupsz. and night and 
day doth nothing buc drink; bat at his retiirh 
co his Mother , he ſeems ſo temperare, as if he 
could not drink more than would quench-- 'kiz 
thirſt, Thus . afrer ſome tame, with his Mothers 
love and money in his purſe, he recurnes to Lbſi#- 
na, and. conſequently to his beftial vices, waſting 
bothy his eime and money in ſuch ſort, that: Wet 
compelled co re-vift his Mother with letters -t6 
draw. more moneyes from her, bur he is deceive 
for ſhe baving received certain intelligence of His 
difſolure life, negle& of his learning, following 
drunkenneſs, ſale of his clothes, Bed and bodks, 
and miſpending his time,  pere@ptorily refaſeth 
his: requeſts, exclaims againſt his druakentiefs, 
which- ſhe faich , chreatnech his ruine. Maire 
now ſeeing himſelfthus abandoned by his Mother; 
knowes not how to live, which cruelty ( as" He 
termed- 1t )) ſo madded. him, that he ſwears hee 
death -if the will not relieve his wants, and mai 
tain him as her Son, andhenceforward he is ton- 
tually medirating how to effe& his cragical -t1- 
tent, and as a ſpur to egge him on', 'for his leud 
behaviour . he is alſo expelled both out of his 
own. .Colledge and the Univerſity. Thus feeing 
he muſt either: beg or ſtarve, he leaves Loſainiu; 
and goes' home on foot to Morges to' his Mother, 
where he: hath hardly been three dayes before he 
makes te requeſts to her, one for new clothes, 
the other for money, the firſt ſhe granrs, bur de- 
nies the ſecond, which more diſcontents than the 
other pleaſeth him, fo that he isall in cholter and 
re= 
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reſumes his damnable thoughts of mnurthering hi 
Mother, and conſults with himfelf how to. cffe& 
it, when afrer many plots, che conſiders there is a 
deep well inthe outer yard near the gardens and 
thereinto he means to- throw and drown: her, 
And nding ber one day, when her people were 
.abroad togerher, inthe Vintage, walking in the 


- garden with her prayer book in her hand, .and 


ſeeing the well open, he counterfeyting:the-mad- 
man, runs to her into the garden, crying out that 
a neighbours .child was fallen into the well, 
which he ſaw from his chamber window ,, which 
his harmleſs Morher believing:,. runs tro the well, 
and as ſhe looks in ftooping, he tips her in, and 
ſhe is drowned, and without more ado claps on 
the cover. This is no ſooner done but he albends 
her chamber, breaks open her.cup-boords, trunkes 
and cheſts,takes away moſt of her money andSilver 
plate, which he privately hides: for his own uſe, 
and ſo ſcattering fome {mal} :matter of \mbney, 
and a few clothes abour the houſe, { to intimate as 
if cheeves had been there) he flips our | ac che 


' back door, and taking a. horſ6+0ur of. the! ſtable, 


rides to the Vineyard to his mothers ' people, 
where he (ayes hehath been abroad all che morn- 


ing, and was now come torpaſs the reſt of the day 


wich them in mirth, and-with them at night re- 
turnes home : There they find the doors open, and 
their miſtreſs wanting, they call her every where, 
but find her no where, at lengch the maids ruſh in- 
to her chamber, and finds her cup-boord;, |boxes, 
and trunks broken open, and ſome money and ap- 
parell (trawed on the floor, whereat amazed, they 
cry Out at the: wmdowes that theeves had been 
there, and- robbed the houſe, Maurice and the 
men-ſervants hearing this, come in and find as 

As 
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aforeſaid, which makes all of them doube Chrifti- 
xa" ablence , whereupon late at night, Maurice 
goes to the Bayliffe and other crimina)l 

cers of Morges 3 who make a ſecret ſearch in the 
town, and round about ic , but all in vain, for 
now the next day is come, and n&hing heard of 
Chriftina; they ſearch all places again, but to no 
purpoſe, when behold one of che Servant maids, 
having that morning takena nap in the chair, 
ſtarts ſuddenly out of kerfleep, and ayes th at 


ſhe dreamed her Miſtreſs was caſt into the well and 


drowned, Maurice like a cunning Villain defires the 
well may be ſearched ; adding clrat ic was not im- 
poſſible that the theeves that robbed her, might 
throw her into the well, at whoſe requeſt the 
well is ſearched , and the hooks raking hold of her 
clothes, bring up the dead body , whoſe brains 
were daſhed out with the fall : All are amazed, buc 
having no other circumſtances whereby to colle& 
any thing, they conclude the cheeves that robbed 
her threw her in there, ſo leave is given to 
Maurice to bury his mother, which he doth with 
great decency and many tears. 

Afſſoon as Maurice hath buried his Mother, he 
returnes a freſh to his old drunkennefs, and ro 
that ſwiniſh exceſs, which doth within three 
moneths make him (ell away all his Lands, Plate 
and Houſeholdituſſe, yea and after thar runs into 
debts, which in a ſhort time bring his credicours 
upon him, and they caſt him into priſon, where 
having ſpent all chat he had, heis clapr into the 
Dungeon, where his miſery is ſo extreme, rthat he 
hath hardly co ſuſtain life. Whitſunday being - 
comeghe prayeth his Jailour co have the freedom of 
the yard, which was grarftted, when at night deſ- 
ing the [tairs, bis foor {lips, and be fa —_— 
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and breaks the botte of his ' right arm in two 
"pieces, which in fifteen dayes, for want of a Chi- 
rurgeon ſo purrifes, 'that he is enforced to have 
it cut off a little below the"ſhoulder. ( And this 
was the ſame hand chat threw his Mother into 
the well.) the pain whereof drove him into s 
phrenzy” atid madneſs, ſo prodigious, that his 
ſpeeches were all fearfull outcries, and uncouth 
raving, and in'this plight he remained ten dayes 
and nighes, of which the Jailour acquaints the 
Common Council, and ſollicites them -to re- 
move his diftrated prifoner, which chey grant, 
and. in meer pity command him from a Dunge- 
"on to a Chamber, and all conveniences thereto, 
yea, and ſend Divines to him , but his outragi- 
ous cries affright and terrifie them; then they 
think to remove him from the priſon to the 
Hoſpital , hoping thereby to recover his ſenſes, 
when the under Jaijlour taking him by the hand 
to-condu# him chicher, he imagining that he was 
leading to Execution, cries our, I have drown- 
ed my Mother in the well, and God will have 
me to confeſs before he ſuffers you to hang me, l 
ſpeak it on Earth, and by my part of Heaven it is 
true, and ſo returnes again to his mad phrenzy. 

His Jailours yet lead him to tae Hoſpital , and 
having ſefr him_ there, report his words to the 
Magiſtrates, as alſo, that he was no ſooner come 
thicher, but that miraculouſly, he recovered his 
perfe& memory, judgment and ſenſes; 'whereup- 
on with wonder and horrour, they accuſe and 
arraign him upon his own words, but then he de- 
nies it with oaths and .imprecations, but the Ma- 
«Siſtrares will not be ſo anſwered, but remanding 
bim back to rhe priſon, they adjudge him to' che 
fack, art the ſight whereof he falls te the ground 
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on his knees, and acknowledgeth that he had 


" drowned his mother in the well,for which inhu- 


mane *Payicide , they in the morning, condemn 
him to be hanged in the afrernoon, where brought 
rothe place of Execution, at his aſcending the 
Ladder, he confefſeth his crime, then praying 


| God to forgive, and the World to pray fory himy 


he is by the Executioner turned over. 

Let all be warned by this fad example to 
avoid drunkenneſs, which for rhe moſt part hath 
many crimes attending it- Let us ſtrive co hate jt 
in others, ſo ſhall we the betrer know ro dereſt it 
in our ſelves, which that we may all know ro our 
comforts, pray we heattily to God, and he will *. 
dice& us, 
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DON FUAN and MARSILLIA. 


The Contents. | 

Idiaques ce,ſeth his Son Don Juan to marry Marſillia, 

and then commits Adultery and Ince} with ber. By 

ber means,and for her ſake, be poyſoneth bis own old 

wife Honoria, and makes ber Brother De Perez 

- to kill ber chambermaid Mathurina, Don Juan 

afterwards kills De Perez in a Duel. Marſillia's 

- brains are daſht ont by a horſe, and after her body 

 &s condemned to be burned, Ideaques is bebea ded, 

bis body burnt , and the aſhes thrown into the 
air. 


? 4 


T: the City of Sextarem in Portugal there dwelt 


an antienr Gentleman, named Dor Sebaffian 
Ideaques, whoſe wife and Lady now grown 
aged was called Honoria. Who in the time 
of thirty years being married, had had two ous 


«a ww  £A rww.Qoo am Wc mAS mn 


- Hiſt;x6 


Don Juan and Marfillls, © 165 
and four daughters, all which, together with one 
of their ſons,dyed in their immature youth, ſo ag 
there remained one only ſon tearmed Dov Fuzn, 
who for all regards of breeding and courtſhip, was 
held co be a compleat Gallant,and one of the prime 
Cavaiiers of Portugal. 

Some fix leagues from Santarem dwelt a young 
Gentlewoman, very fair and a Widow, named 
Done Marfilliaz to this Lady old Idieques ( having 


. now left the vertues of his youth to grow vicious 


in his age ) makes his addrefſe by vilrations and 
courtſhips ; but ſhe puts him off with peremptory 
refuſals.and checks him for his laſcivious ſuite : 
But he is a* conſtant in his ſolicitations as ſhe in 
diſdain; yer perceiving that he loved her tender- 


Iy, ſherells him plainly and privately, that if he 


everthink to enjoy her love and her ſelf, he muſt 
firſt cauſe her to be marryed to his ſon Don Fuan, 
which effe&cd ſhe ſwears rodeny him nothing, 
Idieques wondering with admiration at this her 
{trange propolition, knows not whac to do or ſay” 
therein. He goes home and conſults with himſelf, 
fain he would preſerve his ſons honour and bed 
immaculate, but Marſi/liz's beauty beats down all 
conſiderations, He returns and vifits her againg 
but ſhe will not recede 2 title from her firſt reſolve. 
The old Lecher, rather than looſe his obſcene 
luſt, promiſeth co uſe all means poſſible co procure 
his (on to marry her : And to that end one day 
rakes him afide, and motions the match to hin. 
Don Fun liketh of it, and takes a ihort time ro 
conſider; which paſt, he rides over to St. Etienne 
co viſic her, at firſt fight he approves and courts 
her,ſhe ſeems wondrous coy,which makes him come 
on with more carneſtneſs, 


Whiles thus the father underhand, and the Son 
L-3 openly 
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openly ſeeks Marſillia. Hoeuoria Don \Fuan's Mo- 
ther,by many ſtrong reaſons ſeeks to divert him 
from her, yea and pereniptorily forbids him to 
ma''ry her upon her bleſſing, adding, that if he 
marry her, there will infallibly more miſeries 
attend their Nuprials, than as yet is ble for 
him either to know or conceive. Don Juan rumi- 
nates on theſe {peeches,and forbears fora moneth 
or twoto vilit Merſ/lia, which makes her look 
askew on 1deaques, who inquires of his ſon whence 
that ſirangeneſſe proceeds, he makes a modeſt ex- 
cuſe, bur cotally conceals his mothers adviſe. 
Marfillia wonders,and is wad to ſee her hopes of 
Don Juan almott fruſtrare;ſhe asks Ideaques whence 
his ſons averſeneſs doch ariſe: He tells her he is 
confident char ir is his old Mother who hath 
turned him from her, whereat enraged, ſhe ſoorhs 
him up, ſaying, . The old Beldam h# wife muſt firſt 
be ſent to heaven, before he can hope to enjoy. her, or 
ſhe his ſon on earth. Wien ſhe profers him to vilic her, 
and to poyſon her, which he centradied,and pro- 
miferh ber ſpeedily to perform it. himſelf. So he 
provides ſtrong poyſon, and adminiſtred it to her 
in preſerved Barbaries, 'which he obſerved her to 
love and eat, whereof in three dayes after ſhe dies; 
whereat her Son Dou Fan weeps exceedingly, bur 
never ſuſpe&s,or bath the leaſt thought that ſhe is 
ſoned. 

Marſillia underſtanding of Honori«'s death,is mar- 
velouſly pleaſed, and within two mouerhs after 
her burial, Ideagues and ſhe deals fo policicly, that 
Dox -Fuan marries her, and brings her home to his 
Jewd farhers houſe, who very often commits a- 
dultery and.inceſt with her, bur ſocloſely,that for 
two years Don Juan hath no inkling thereof, 


Bus ber waiting maid Methurive takes exact Fopes 
>! ” (0 
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of this unlawful familiarity of bers, with Tdeaquer. 
Which her miſtrefſe underſtanding,. extremely 
beats her for the ſame, and twice whips.her naked 
in her Chamber, and drags her about by the hair, 
which cruel uſage Matburina taking in very ill 
part;-to berevenged on her, ſhe goesto Don Fu> 
an her young Maſter, and tells him of this foul 
bulinefle berween his young wife and old father. 
Don Juan is grieved and amazed at this report, 
and ſcorning to be an eye witneſs of this. his 
ſhame, and confidering they had by their grievous 
crimes, made themſelves for ever unworthy of his 
fight and company, very ſuddenly takes horſe; 
and rids away to Lisbexe, whence he takes polt for 
- and builds up his reſidence a4. the Court at 
Madrid. 


' Ideaequesand Merſillia ſeeing this his ſudden des 
parture, which they were confcious would. make 


apparent both cheir faulc and fhame, and  know- 
ing it could be none but Matburine who had dif- 
covered this roguery to her husband, ſhe provides 
herſelf of rods, and intends the next morne early 
to wreak her fierce anger and indignation up- 
on her. Mathurize having notice of this the night 
before, takes horſe, and rids home to her Fathers, 
and there , from point to point relates altrhe for- 
mer paſſages, and publiſhes her Miſtreſfey adul- 
teries. 

Marſill;a advertis'd hereof, fends far her brother 
De Perez, and acquaints. him of hex maids treache- 
ry againſt her honour, proteſting both hec.own 
and Tdeagyes innocency, which he beheving, bids 
her be of good cheer, and that he will ſpeedily 
take ſuch ordeathat her maids tongue ſhal not:long 
utes on reputation, Thus to-make good his 
promiſe go kis lifter, De Perez rides over wh 
il 4 a= 
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Saviours, and there by nighc _—_ at the door, 
as Methurins came forth in a dark night, runs 
her chorow the body two ſeveral times, whereof 
ſhe falis down dead withour the ſpeaking of a word; 
which done, he preſently rakes horſe, and poſts 
to Saxtarem being neither ſeen nor diſco- 
vered. 

Afﬀoon as he comes thither, he informes his {1+ 
ſter. what he hath done, who is infinitely glad 
therof, and gives him many thanks, now- wholly 
bending her malice and revenge againſt Don Fun 
her husband, and cunningly provoaking her faid 
Brother to accompliſh itz by her policy ſhe ſo ex- 
aſperates him, thac he vowes, that if he knew 
where he were, he would ride and fight with him, 
when behold ( as it were to bind him tro hfs pro- 
miſe ) news of his refidence in Madrid is acciden- 
rally brought him by a Servant purpoſely ſent to 
Bentarem with theſe two enſuing lerters,the one to 
his father,the other to his wife. 


That to his Father ſpake thus. 
Don Fuen to Ideaques 


As there no other woman in the whole 

World for you to abuſe but my Wife : If 
mature would not informe you that I am your ſon, 
yet you are my Father, and it ſhonld have raught 
Jon to bave been more natural to me , more ho«+ 
nonrable ts the Worll,. more reſpefiful to” your 
ſelf, and more religious to God, and not to have 
made your ſelf guilty of the foul crimes of adul- 
tery aud inceſt with ber, the leM} whereof is ſo 
.odious to God, and ſo deteſtable to men that I 
Wart terms to exprefſe it. The ſhame and infamy 
| Fo 
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whereof bath made me leave Portugal for Spain, 
and forſake Santarem to live end die in Madrid; 
and when God ſhall be ſo merciful to let You ſee, 
that the Winter of your age makes you fitter 
for your grave, than my bed, and for thy wind- 
ing ſheet than my wife, Ton will bold my reſoluti- 
on towards you to be a bonourable, as this your 
erime tome is unnatural, which if you henceforth 
redeem not with repentance and tears, I fear that 
the divine Majeftie of God will make you as wiſe» 
rable a you have made me unfortunate. 

Don Juan. 


His Letter co his Wife ſpake this Language: 


Don Juan to Marfillia- 


.* fg devil poſſeſſed thy heart with luff, 
and thy ſoul with impiety,to make thee 
break, thy vow given to me in marriage, by come 
mitting thoſe damnable ſins of adulterie and in- 


 Ceft with my natural father. And if the conſide- 


ration that I was thy hushand,could not in grace 
deter thee from it, yet the remembrance that 
he ws my Father, ſhould in natnre have made 
both to abhor and deteſt it. The unnaturalneſs 
of thoſe Tour crimes hath cdft ſuch a ſcandal on 
wine boxour, that I bave abandoned Portugal 
and Santarem for thy ſake, and betaken my ſelf 
fo live and die in Madrid in Spain. Think to 
what miſeries thy inordinate lufts have alreadie 
deſervedly expoſed theeyfith benceforth 1 will us 
more efteem thee my wife; and know, that God will 
#fſuredly look on thee with an eze of indignation, 


and the world of contempt. 
Don Juan. 
Idie» 
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Tdeaques and Marſillia having ſeverally received 
. and read theſe letters,are ſtung in their conſciences, 
and curſe M athurines and her memory : yet they 
reſolve to bear up their reputations in the World, 
and by the juſtzfication of their innocency to fol- 
licice his returne, andto that purpoſe writeto him 
in the moſt plauſible manner that deviliſh hipo- 
crites could invent, guilding over their impious 
adulteries with pious words ; and having fenc 
them away, Marſillia ſhews the two former lerters 
from Don Fnan to her brother de Perez, who vows 
revenge:But Doz Fuax would not be deluded with 
their fair words; and that they might know his 
reſolution,he negle&iug his Father,ſends Marſil!:4 
this letcer, 


Don Juan to Marſillia 


T2 letter hath not diminiſhed,but rather con- 
firmed,my confidence of your 'beſtial crimes 
of adultery and inceſt, ſo that I am fully reſolved 
for ever to forſake my fathers bouſe, «nd thy com- 
pany,and to live and die here in Madrid : for I 
prize the apology of thy innoceucy at ſo low a rate, 
that I diſaain it for thy ſake, and thy ſelf for 
thine own. I grieve at thy maid Mathurina's 
death, fearing that my father and thy . ſelf have 
been the cauſe thereof, whereof if Tan are guiltie, 
Tou have then all the reaſons of the World to 
believe, that God will in the. end revenge 
it ta bis glory, and puniſh it to Tour: confu- 


ſon 
Don Juan. 


* Thisletter enflames his wife with malice and 
envy; Who gow again repaus. to her Brother De 
TEL) | : Perez 
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Perez,as to her Champion: She ſhewes him this laſt 
Letter, and requeſts his advice and help to regain 
her honour , either by bringing home her hus- 
band, or clſe removing him Qut of the World, 
that her wrongs might dye wich him, and beraked 
np inthe duſt of his grave. De Perez prayes her 
to refer this buſineſs to his care, and gives her the 
good night. 
The next morning, he takes one Seiguieur Gaſ- 
por Lopez a valiant and intimate friend of his with 
im,and rides to Madrid,where arrived, he writes a 
challenge,and ſealing it up,prayes De Lopez to de- 
liver it, who finding Dox Fuaz in his chamber 
givesit bim, wherein contrary to his expeCtacion 
he finds theſe lines. 


De Perez to Don Juan. 


| fn ſeen thy inveterate malice to thy wife, 
my Siſter, iu thy falſe and ſcandalous Letters 
to ber ; wherefore conſidering what fhe is ta thee, 
end I to her, I hold my ſelf bound to make her 
wrougs mine: To which end I have left Saata- 
rem to find thee in Madrid, purpoſely to pray theg 
to meet me to morrow betwixt fix and ſeven in the 
morning , at the furtheſt Weſt-end of the Prado, 
with thy rapier, a confident Gentleman of thy 
friends, and thy Chirurgeon, without a Second, 
where thou ſhalt find me ty attend thy comings 
when and where I doubt not ta teach Don Juan, 
what it is to cait a baſe aſperſion, upon the lufire 
of bis wife, my Sifter , the Lady Marlillia's bo» 
nour, whoſe extrattion is as good as thine, and 
ber education and vertues far mare feline Of ex- 
. cellent. Thy generoſity obligeth thee to the ho» 
wourable performance hereof, aud mine havour re» 
| Ciprocaly 
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ciprocaly to perform this Obligation. R | 
erez. 


Having received this challenge and peruſed it, 
with a cheerfull countenance, by Lopez he returnes 
this anſwer, Tell De Peret, that God lending me 
life, I will to morrow break, fait with bim at bis own 
time and place eppointed , and in manner defired, 

The morning no ſooner appears, but De Perez 
with his friend De Lopez comes to the Predo on 
horſeback, the like.doth Don Fuax with a Gentle- 
man named Don Richardo De Vealdona in his Coach 
who no ſooner ſee each other, but throwing off 
their doublers, without any complement = ap- 
proach and draw , variouſly fighting, and ex- 
changing. thruſts, cill at the fifch bour, Don Juan 
runs De Perez clean through the body, where- 
with falling, he redoubles his chruſt, and nails him 
ſtark dead to the ground;ſo binding up his wounds, 
by a private way he goes home to his lodging, 
and the next day after cauſes the ſaid De Perez 
ro be decently buried. Aﬀeer which Lopez returnes 
home, and from point to point relates the ifſue 
of the combarte to Idiaques and Merfill:a, adding 
withall chat he was ſoreſerved and ftrange, that 
he refuſed co write to either of them,which chough 
they ſeemed to he grieved and troubled ar, yer 
they ſtill continue their beaſtly fins, as if there 
were no God either to ſee or puniſh them, Bur 
we ſhall ſoon ſee the contrary. | 

For as Marſillia was riding to Coimbra to vilic 
a ſick kinſwoman, as ſhe comes within a ſmall 
league of that town, there ſuddenly ftarts up a 
hare between her horſe legs, which ſo amazed 
him, as coming off wich all four, he chrowes her 
to the ground , and kicking her with his hind feer 
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at her fall,ftrikes her in the forehead, and dafherh 
our her brains, Now as her foot boy wept and 
cryed at the death of his miftreſs , there fortuned 
to paſs by tw Corrigadors ( or Officers of Juſtice.) 
of Coimbra in their Coach, who ſeeing the mourn» 
full ſpeRacle, they alight, aud enquire who-ſhe 
was, whereof being informed by the foor boy, 
chey take up the body and- convey. it to Coimbra, 
from whenec they ſend to 14iaques, deliring him 
to come thicher and take order for her buriall. In 
the mean while they ſecure her-rings, jewells 
and other apparel}, and ſearch -her pockets like- 
wiſe for gold, in one . whereof they find the laſt 
Lerter which her husband Dox Jxen bad written 
and ſent her from: Madrid, and for the reading: 
thereof withdraw themſelves to a private Cham- 
ber, whereby underſtanding the obſcene inceſt 
and adultery of Tdiaques with his Daughter in 
Law, they wonder, but when they read the clauſe 
wherein he caxeth them for Matburing's death, 
they ſay liccle, bur agree to ſeize on and impriſon 
Idiaques affoon as he came thither. In the in- 
terim they ask the foot boy if his Lady bad noe 
x maid named Mathurina, he tells yes, and that 
ſhe was lately murthered but by whom unknown, 
that her Father lived ar St. Sevioxrs, and was 
called Seignieur Pedro De Caſtello: They ſecurethe 
foot boy, and preſently ſend for Cafrelle ; this 
done, Idjaques the ſame night arrives, and is ſeized 
on when he leaſt thought thereof, and commitr- 
ted cloſe priſoner-The next morning comes Caſte(- 
lo, who hearing all che former paſſages, and Dox 
Fuans Letter, he believes chem guilty, and craves 
juſtice on 14; aques for rhe ſame, ſo, afrer dinner, 
they ſend for him to appear, where Caſtello accu- 


ſerch him, bur 1d5aques ftourly denies it , then he 
is 
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isputto the rack ,therorments. whereof-he bears 
with a fortirude beyond his age or ſtrenth ; Caſtels 
12 prayes eight dayes time to make good . his. accy- 
farion, which is freely granted, and in two dayes 
time brings ina new inditment againſt him for 
poyſoning his Lady Honors ; npon this he is ſent 
for to appear a ſecond time, but as before, ſo now 
he perſeveres in his denml : Heis brought. © the 
rack, but before his torments , -the Judges ſend 
ſome Divines'to him to work upon his conftience, 
which chey did with ſuck etfeR; that he :confefſed 
hincſelf guilty of poyſoning his 6wnLady Homoria, 
bur . altogerher innocent of 2Mathurira' ' death; 
then being asked 3f Merſilliz were puilry he ſaid; 
true jt was himſelf adnuniſttdd the poyſon-, bur 
Marſi/l:a boughrtit for him, for -which her dead 
body was thac "afternoon bane at the: common 
place of Execution, and Tdiagzes was - condemned 
ro have his Head cut' cff, fraw- which ſencerice he 
vppealed ro Stxtarem, whitherbeing brought, the 
firſt ſentence is confiraied, and an addition therers, 
his budy to be burnt, and his aſhes chrown inco the 
air. Thus the next morning a-Scaffold is. exeted 
ut Hisown- door, whereon he loſt his head ; rhe 
reft'of the ſeriterice being ewecued, ro the ſaris- 
faftion' of juſtice, and content ' of all the Spe&a- 
cours. *..4Q L341 
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Harcourt-and Maſſerina. 


The Contents. | 
Harcourt ſteals away his Brother Vimory's wife 
Maſlerina , avd keeps ber in Adultery, She hires 
«x Italian Mountebank,' to poyſan La Precovert, 
who was Hareourts wife. Harcourt kil/'s Vimo- 
ry, and.then marries bis. widow. ' Tivoly banged 
for & robbery, accuſeth Maſlerina for Precoverts 
death, for which ſpe is hanged ;\ Noel accuſeth 
Harcourt for killing his Brother Vimory, where- 
of being convitt, he i broken alive on a wheell, 
"0s . 


City of Sexs in the Dutchy of Burgundy, there 

lived an aged Gentleman , termed Mongfieur 

de Vimory, who left onely two Sons behind 
him, che eldeſt called after bis Fathers name De 
Vimory, and the youngeſt named Hercourt, Gen» 
tlemen both well bred and qualified. 

De Vimorz, within a year and a halfe after his Fa- 
thers death, being coverous of wealth, and hear- 
ing of a rich widow at Dijoz named M1damoy- 
ſele Maſſtriua , he earneſtly (eeks her- in marriage, 
from which by magy ſtrong reafons his brother 


Harcourt (eeks to d him ; but Vimory —_—_ 
es £ 


]: the Pariſh of Se. Timpliciany:a mile from the 


his advice and requeſts, marries her, though up. 
an theſe hard termes, viz. that he ſhall . receive 
all her rents, ſhe coput her ready money to uſe tc 
whom ſhe pleaſerh, he to have one half of the ins 
tereſt, buc the principal ſtill ro remain in her own 
Righc,and at her own diſpoſing. 

Not long afrer Hercowrt being at a great wed- 
ding, he there eſpies a beanliel woung gentlewo» 
man, whom he inſtantly affe&ts for his wife : Ho 
enquires what ſhe is,and finds her to be Madamoy 
ſele la Precoverte, the daughter - of Mounkſeur d: 
V aquery, He conrts the Daughter, ſues ro the 
Father, and ſees both willing, when the old man 
eetts him plainly, chat his daughters verrues are 
her portion, that he hath no money ; bur hopes 
for tome by rwo great ſuits, a good part whereof 
upon the recovery,he will impart to him if he will 
marry his daughter. Harcorrt  acquaints his 
brother Yimory herewith, and defires his advice, 
ke aſſures him that de Vaquery of Troyes is but 
poor, and that his law-ſuits have as much ofun- 
certainty as hopes, ' Harcourt extolls Le Procor 
perte's beauty, Vimory anſwers, that is fading, 
but Harcourt too deeply ingaged to go back, 
fleights his Brochers Counſell, and ſo marries 
her. 

And now wholly negle&ing his brother, he 
turns prodigal, and becomes a moſt lewd. and de- 
bauched husband, and within the compaſle of one 
year often quarrels with his fair and vertuous 
' wife, roher matchleſs grief and calamity : She 
leaves no (weet advice nor conrteous reſpeCts to 
reclaim him. But nothing will prevail, for he 
goes on in his vicious courſes, neither caring for 
his health or eftate, wherear. ſhe wondertully 
grjeves, She defires Vimory his brother, _ 

go 
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V aquery her Father to perſwade and divert him, for * 
neicher can they prevail,fdr he ſells bis lands away 
by peacemeal, which he hearing , fformes at, 
and his wife weeps and lamerics, But he'neicher 
cares for the one, nor regards the other : yea 
he threatens to fend his wife horhe ro her Farther, 
calling her beggarsbrar. She ſtill grievs, bur can 
haveno redreſs or help, yea rather'#s'an addiciofn 
to make her miſeries complete, ſeeing want ap- 
pr oaching by his ill husbandry; and coniidering 
with himtelf how to repair his decayed forcnnes , 
he layes a 'tde conſcience, honefty, and all fear of 
God, and knowing Vim-rys wife Maſſerina tobe 
rich and wantcon, he will arrempr co gaiti her at- 
{:&ion from her husband, and ro-draw herto his 
own lewd and prophane luf; and fo raking time at 
advanrage, when her husband was* abroad, and 
ſhein a veiy pleaſanr humour, he takes his faid 
filter in Law Maſſeri47 alide, and rhere makes her 
acquainted with his laſcivious ſuice co her. Neither 
dotli he fail of his hopes, for ſhe is ſo diſhoneſtly 
prepared, as at this his very firſt mocion ſhe 
ſaich, fhe' hath nor the power ro deny him a-« 
ny ting, aid proteſts her ſelf and her hearc co 
be. his 

This Harcovrt and Maſſerina tin aduicerous 
wretchzs, and delight in that their own thaine and 
famy, by which courſes his pockets are again 
full, and from thence he recruics himſelf inco new 
apparel, which {o elevates him, rhar nuw he will 
not permit his vercuous wife Le Precoverre any 
longer. to live wich him; Bur only with a poor 
lictle nag and a ragged footboy, he turns ber gur 
of her brother Viwery's houſe at St, Simplician g 
and thereby doth enforce her to ride home roche 
poor Gentleman her father, at Troyes, where for 
the preſent we will leave her. M Now 
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. Now doth Harcourt at his pleaſure frolick ic 
our at St. Simplician with his laſcivious fifter in 
law, whoare grown ſo impudently graceleſſe,that 
theſe their obſcene dalliances are taken notice of 
by Vimory's Servants, only himſelfthinks nothing 
of ſuch matters, but wonders to ſee his brothers 
fortunes ſo changed, and cannot imagine whence 
this his new mine ſhould ariſe. But —_ he ſhall 
nor be to ſeek, for Harcourt knowing that a little 
would not do his bufinefſe, he reſolves at once to 
ſer all at ſtake, and by flying away with her to 
make himſelf maſter of her whole eſtate: Where- 
fore with much ſuperficial affe&ion ; and artificial 
flattery, he no ſooner breaks this motion to her, 
bur ſhe freely gives her conſent, and tothat end 
ſhe very ſecretly draws in all her moneys and gold, 
together wich all her plate, rings,” and jewels,and 
privately packing them up, they fly away together, 
in a morning when her Husband and Servants, are 
gon forth a Hawking and Hunting for all the day, 


without making any one acquainted therewith. - 


The firſt place of refuge they betake themſelves to 
is Gezeva, where they take two chambers and jive 
rogether: Pretending as an excuſe for their ſtay, 
that heis heir to ſome Lands lately devolved to 
him near M1/ain,which he is going to ſell away , 
inregard himſelf and che Gentlewoman are both 
Proteſtants; this was a blind for ſome time, Þur 
growing ſtale, and perceiving their a&ions to be 
narrowly pryed into, he acquainrs the Miniſters, 
and Ancients of the Church, that he intends to 
marry the Gentlewoman there ere he went away; 
they delire a certificace, from the Church of 
which they ſay they are Members, that they were 
Proteſtants, and their marriage no_ way clande- 


ſtine: Which not ablero dogthey agree ſuddenly 
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to remove; and that is baſtned on by an unlook- 
ed for accident. For Noe! Harcourt's man grieved 
to ſee his maſter guilty of ſtealing his brothers 
wife, and then uſing her as his own, and knowing 
it could not be but diſplealing to God; he as a 
good Chriſtian ; gives his Miftrefſe La Precoverte 
notice of their abode an4living, who is extrem- 
ly affli&ed at the news, arid thinks fir to uſe means 
ro reclaim them both to their duties: And becauſe 
ſhe cannot for ſeveral reaſons goto Geneva her= 
ſelf, with the greateſt ſecrecy ſhe can deviſe,ſhe 
writes to them with a religious anger, in theſe 
terms. 


/ . . « 
Her Letter to her Husband intimated to this 
effeX. 
: La Precoverte to Harcourt 


Our flight,and adultery with that gracel:{ſe 
frumpet Matlerina, is ſo djſpleafing to God, 

that F wonder his divine Fuffice will permit 
Geneva to contein you without puniſhing you for 
it. I haveexamined my thoughts and attions , 
and cannot conceive that F have any way deſerved 
thy ingratitude ;. or your brother this treacherie: 
And therefore fail not to certifie me , why Tou 
have undertaken this vitious courſe of life, whick 
in the end will afſuredly produce thy miſery, as al» 
ready it hath done your infamy. And in regard 
that you are my Husband, and that T belieoe it 
tobe the firft fault of this nature that ever you 
committed: JT therefore bold you miore worthie of 
my prayers and pity, than my hatred and curſes, 
Ss if Ton will abandon Your debanched Sis 
fter and come bome and live with me, I will 
forget , and forgive whit is faſt and hente- 
M 2 fort# 
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forth no more remember that You have neg/e- 
ed and hated me. | 
La Precoverte. 


Her Letrer to Maſſerina was to the ſame ſence 
and purpoſe, though not in Jike words; which 
the delivered to a rruſty meſſenger, who coming 
to Geneva, firſt finds out Nel, and after delivers 
his Letters accoriling to direftion : they break up 
the ſeals and read them, which cutsthem to their 
hearts, and (ceing themſelves diſcovered, they 
conclude preſencly ro remove,and forſake Genevaz 


in cheſe following terms, 


Har@ourt to Precoverte. 


) nat raſhly and unjuitly torment thy ſelf 
with jealouſie for my abſence, for thiuſhalt 

find us much joy thereof at my return, as thou now 
feare$t the contrary: I have vowed to accompanie 
my fiter in luw Maſſerina to our Lady of Lorecto, 
to wbich ho/y Lady and bleſſed Saint, h*r Oraſi- 
ons for her husband, and mie for thee are an1 
hall be us replete of pure affeftion and piety,Qs thou 
imagineit they are of iniquity and prophannsſſe : 
True it 5 I committed anerrour in not acquain- 
ting thee with my departure, but when 1 ſhall 
ſh irtly returae to thy preſence and company, then 
my j'# reaſons will make thee acknowledge thy 
raſhneſſe in condemning me. And if thou be yet 
fur:her inquiſitrve, then know,that it was her de- 
vition an1 my affection which gave birth to our 
proceedings. Therefore though I ſuppoſe that I 
am not bound to ak, thee forgiveneſſe for. the 
7 am? 


but before they go,they wri e back ro La Precoverte | 
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ſame, yet I allowof thy piety and prayers, and 
rejoyce at thy affeſion ty welcome me home, 
which ſhall be afſven as reputation and goed ſpeed 
hall permit. 

Harcourt, 


Maſſ:rina's anſwer was the ſame, only dreſſed 
in a differing garb of phraſe, which they ſend by 
Precoverte's own meſſenger, and the very day at- 
ter they truſle up their baggage,and wich much ſe- 
crecie leave Geneva and go tothe City of [.yons, 
a frontier town of Fraxce. Art their ajrival 
there they take chamber near the Arſenal , where 
they have not lyen fifceen dayes, but a ſtrange ac- 
cident befell them. A Gentleman of Tho{onſe cal- 
led Mouniteur De Blayes, had five dayes b-fore 
killed his elder brother 4e Barry upon a quarrel 
for having ſtollen away his brothers wife, There 
was a privy ſearch made in -Lzoxs for rhem, and 
Harcourt and M-»ſſer;za were upon ſuſpition te» 
ken for them , hat the next day, being known 
noc co be the parties,they were clecred, but howe- 
ver hotly allarumed, waich ſo hath reriticd 
them, that they ſeldom go abroad, and when 
they do, it 1s as it were diſeuiſed,tna-ked andinuf- 
fled. And- here cher fear ftill encrealing, they 
now. begin totake evill choughts broth againſt te 
Vimory and La Precoverte : Thus Maſſerina reſolves 
ſpeedily co caufe Precoverte co be poyloned : fo 
which end, ſhe finds one cwo Apothecaties, and 
deals wich them (everally to effe& ir, bar con- 
ceals the name of both place and parry; they 
borh refuſe ro meddle in any ſach bulinefſs, wheres 
at ſhe enquires anew , and finds pne Tivo'y an I- 
talian Mountebank, who then was at the Bathes 
at Povgges, a mile from Nevers. Thuther the goes, 
M 3 pre- 
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precending an ache in her right arm, and leaves 
Harcourt at Lyons till her return, only taking 
Noel with her ; thus attended thither ſhe comes,and 
finds Tzvoly,breaks rhe macter ro him,and finds him 
for mony tra&able,ſothey bargain thus;ſhe is to give 
him a hundred crownes in hand,a hnndred and fifty 
more when the buſineſs1s done,& fifty more to bear 
his charge in the journey ; thus agreed ſhe names 
to him the place, and party deſigned to deftru&ion, 
and ſwearing ſecrecre each co other, he rides away 
to Troyes, where he proclaims his profeſſion, and 
skrews himſelf cunningly into De V aquery's ac- 
quaintancezand to ſhew his ability, all his lan- 
guage is made up of phyficall] rermes, which 
makes De F aquery think him learned, and by his 
earning fit to cure his Daughter Le Precoverte's con- 
© ſumption, ( which her daily grieving had brought 
her to) ſohe menrioneth ic to Tively, who pro- 
m ſerh his beſt $skill and are for her recovery, 
andthe next day goes home to vifit her , he 
feels her pulſe, looks at her water, and receives 
thirty crownes of her Father to cure her , the 
next day he begins, and gives her ewo pills, where- 
of within three dayes after ſhe ſuddenly dyes in 
her bed by night : Tivoly affirms it could not be 
helped , becauſe her diſeaſe had turned al} her 
blood into water and the like, with which per- 
ſwations De Vaquerys underſtanding deluded, 
he buries his Daughrer. 
Three dayes after , Tivoly leaves Troyes and, 


#oes to Nevers, tells Maſſerina what he had done, 
receives the reſt of his money,and ſwearing ſecre- | 
* Lie again, they part. 
Precoverte thus gone , fhe aims next to remove 


Fimory her husband out of the way, ſo yacny 
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for Hercourt to come to her to Nevers, ſhe minds 
coſtaythere, and within three weeks receives the 
newes of Precoverte's death , themſelves having 
been at leaft a year rogether in travel ſince their 
flight. And Vimory by order of juſtice,ſeizech up- 
on Harcourts lands that were lefe, and gathers 
the rentsto his own uſe, which ſo vexeth our two 
adulterous Devils , that they poſitively vow his 
death : Afrer ſeveral conſultations held berween 
them concerning the manner, Harcourt thinks 
none ſo fit to*'be employed as his own man Noel, 
and offzrs him two Ltd crownes in money, 
and fourty more of yearly penſion during his life, 
if he will piſtol his Brother Vimory to death, as 
he is walking in the fields ; but Noe/1s coo honeſt a 
man for ſuch works, neither will purchaſe gold ar 
ſo dear a rate,, which makes Harcourt angry, but 
ſmearing him not to ſpake of this propohrion, for 
the preſent all is huthr, Hereupon to approach 

nearer Sens, He and Maſſerina leave Nevers, and 
by (mall journeyes by nighc, come to Maſcon; and 
there he reſolves to ride over to Sexs, and with his 

own hand to piſtol his brother Vimory, and if 
his bullers fail, his ſword ſhall perform the reſt. 

To which purpoſe, wich a diſguiſed beard and a 

poor ſuit of apparel, he comes to St. Simpliciarn 31 
and waiting at the end of a wood, where he 
knew his Brother uſed to come to walk, he per. 

ſonating' a begging Souldier, ( eſpying him ) 

with his hat in his hand goes to him, and requeſterh 

an almes: Which Vimory taking out his purſe to 

beſtow on him,he drawes back,and taking his piſtol 

out of his ſleeve, he lets fly at him, and with wo 
bullets ſhoors him to the heart, that he prefencly 
ell dead ro the ground ; ſo going to his horſe, 
Fhich he had tyed hard by (aur of Iight)he gallops 
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away with all ſpeed to Maſcon, where at the 
relation Moſſerina' and himſelf both rejoyce at 
their ated villaniee, 

Abvuyc to hows after this myrther is known at 
Sr. Simplician , andin a little diſperſed all over 
Burgundy, and the muycherers narrowly ſought 
afcer, but in vain, for rbey keep private yet a 
while, but about ewo moneths afrer, Harcourt 
arrives at Sens, and goes to-St. Simplician, which 
with his Prothers whole Eſtate was devolved tq 
him by his death without ifſue, and here his hy- 
pocritical ſorrow for his Brother , makes hin 
ſcem to be innocenr, for himſelf and ſervants are 
all in blacks. - A moneth after he ſends for Maſ- 
ſerina , (who carry themſelves ſo ſtrangely each 
toother, as if they had never been together, du- 
1ing their abſence )) and ſhe likewiſe mourns for 
the death of ber hu«band . bur tinding themſelycs 
fighted by their neighbours,ta take off their ſcan- 
dai,they agree to marry,but no Prieſt will pet form 
it without a diſpenſation, which with money and 
ſtrong friends, within thre? moneths they procure 
from Rome, and fo are ſpeedily married, where 
ro their pleaſures for a while we mult leave them, 
gnd ſpeak of Tvoly. | 

This hellith  Moumtebank, repajring ta the 
great fair of Sexs, and there profeiling. bys Empery 
toa-rich Goldſmiths wite named De Boys, the third 
day he ftole a ca:ker of jewels and rings from him 
our of a cup-boord, valued at four thouſand 
crownes, and upon the robbery fled, hoping to e(- 
cape, but De Boys makes a (peedy and curjous 
ſearch for the thief, wham he could not yer d (- 
cover, when hearing of this Empericks flight, is 
preſenty ſuſpe&s, m perſon perſues, and within 
furs leagues of Maſcon apprehends hin, and finds 
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many bur not all his jewels, (o he is brought ro 
Sens and impriſoned, and upon examinacion free- 
ly confeſſeth the robbery, for which bis Judges 
condemn him to be hanged the very next day, 
And fo the next mo:nmng is ( according © che 
ſentence) brought to execution, where on the lad- 
der he doth (ſorrowful )confeſs,that he had farmer- 
ly poyſoned La Precoverte,De Vaqueries Daughter 
of Troyes, hired cherero by the Lady Muſſerina, as 
in the ſtory is bef5re ſer our;and having thus done, 
he is hanged for the robbery, and his body afcer= 
wards burne for murchering La Precoverte. 

N-w before his body was fully burnt, Muſſeri- 
na and Harcourt are apprehended and caken pri» 
ſoners in their own houte, without any fear of dane * 
ger , but Maſſerine underſtanding her accuſati- 
on to proceed from Tjvoly, who ar his excurion had 
confetſed ir, ſhe ſees her ſelf to be a deal woman, 
yer reſolves totry the uttermoſt tor her juſtiacati- 
on.. Harcourt is grievoully perplexed for his 
wite Maſſcrina , and promiſerh to give all he hath 
to ſaye her life, and ſherecurnes, that nothing 
{hall extort a word from her t5 the prejudice of his 
life or ſafety, (9 are they (ſeparated,and pur in pri- 
fn, Moſſcrina is firſt arraigned by the Judges, 
where (hc ſtands upon her mnocency , they con- 
demn her to the rack, at the ſight whereof the con» 
felferh her ſe:f to be che auchour- of poyloning 
La Precoverte'as Tivoly was the aour thereof, when 
beivg asked wherher her-busband Harcourt were 
not acceflary, ſhe wich much conſtancy cleers 
himcFf that, and conceals the murthering of his 
Brother : So for chis fa& of bers ſhe is condemned 
to be hanged the next morning, where (he is 
broyghr co che place of her execution very early, 
that few were preſent at her death, and again 
; clcering 
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cleering her Husband Harcoxrt, ſhe is turned 0- 
ver. 

Harcourt hereupon is diſcharged, and acquitted 
by his Judges, and ſo returnes home to St. Sim- 
plicran, where within ewo or three moneths he 
caſts off his mourning, and flaunts it in brave ap- 
parel, which is taken notice of, and now begins 
to ſeek athird wife, but he ſhall be decived; for 
honeſt Noe! being ſuddenly taken extreme fick of 
a peftilent fever, in his own Fathers houſe, who 
dwelt at a place caſled ft, Lazere, where his fick- 
neſs increaſing without hope of recovery,he prayes 
his Father to ride over to Sens, and pray ſome of 
the Judges to come over to him, for that he. hath 
a great ſecret to reveal co them on his death bed. 
The Father rides thither,and brings two Judges 
tohis ſons bedſide, to whome he relates, that his 


Maſter Harcourt would ( heretofore ) have hired 


him to piſtol his brocher Vimory ro death, bur: he 
refuſed it, but xnowing the ſaid Mounſfieur Vi- 
mory to be ſince murthered, he believes that 
it iseither his Maſter,or ſome for him that had done 
If, 

Hereupon the Judges preſently ſend and appre- 
hend Harcourt and bring him to Sexs, where the 
next morning he is arraigned, and charged with 
piſtoling his brother YVimory to death : he ſtrongly 
denies it; they adjudge him to the fiery torment 
of the Scorpions, which he endares, and ſtiltde- 
nies. His Judges ſtil] continuing in their belief, 
pur him to the rack, whoſe rorments extort and 
draw him to confeſle, that it was he that piftoled 
kis brother Yimory ( as is before ſaid ) for which 
unnatural fa& he is condemned, the next afternoon 
to be broken alive on the wheel,at the publickplace 
of execution: whither the next day being brought, 

an 
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and mounted on the Scaffold, he confeſſerh him- 
ſelf guilty of his brother Vimory's death, for which 
he asked God forgivenefle; and praying the (pe- 
Qatours tO pray for him, he willingly ſuffers che 
Executioner to faſten his legs and armes upon the 
Wheel, and ſo with the icon bar is quickly 
broken. 

May we read this Hiſtory to Gods glory, 
and as often meditate thereon, to our own parci- 
cular reformation and inſtruftion. 
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PLANEZE and FELISANNA. 


The Contents. ; 

Romeo ( Borlary*s Lackey ) kills Radegonda, Feli- 
ſanna's Chambermaid in the Street, and is hang- 
ed for the ſame. Borlary bireth Caſtruchio az 
Apethecarie to poyſon ber Husband Planeze, for 
which Caſtruchio js hanged,and his body thrown in- 
to the River, and Borlary is beheaded, and then 
burnt. - 


aged Gentleman a Widower named Seignieur 
FabritiuMixiata, who was rich in Lands, but 


" far more wealthy in money, having one only 
child 


I: Verona a City of Italy ſometime dwelt an 


(| 
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child a daughter called Dena Feliſanna , a moſt 
lovely and ſweet creature, about eighteen years 
of age, whoſe excellent vertnes and ſingular per- 
fe&ions added to her beauty, proves powerful lures 
ro draw the affeCtions of many noble Gentlemen, 
among whom Seignieur Thom Planeze of Mantua, 
ſtood in beſt poſſibility ro bear away her affe&i- 
on and her (elf, though Seignieny Juan de Borlary 
ſtood a ttrong compericour with him. Peliſanna 
did ſoly approve of Planeze, but her Father 
likes Borlary; and to that end bids his daugh- 
- ter ro concur in her atie&ion with him,and withall 
afſures Bor/ary that he thall have his daughter : 
who hereupon grows bold and courts her, ſhe d*- 
nies him,he attempts her chambermaid Radegonde 
tofollicite in his behalf, C bur he ſhall find chat 
labour loſt 3 ) and corhar end bribes her wich gold 
and gifrs,and alſo by her ſends to Fel;ſanna divers 
curious rich prefents, and two letters, which he 
prayes her to deliver them , which ſhe faithfully 
promiſern, but intends nothing leſs, for ſhe keeps 
them co her (elf, and gives the letters to his Ri- 
val Planez?, Which fallacy Borlary having no- 
tice of, takes ſo unkindly at Radegonda's hands, 
that one afcernoon in his choler, he ſends for her 
to a friends houſe of his, where aſcending a cham- 
ber,and bolving the door on the inſide to him, the 
chargeth her of her ingrateful rreachery, and ex- 
torting the truth from her with chreats, he in 
meer revenge to he1ſelf,and diſdain ro her Miſtreſs, 
pulls off her head attire, and curs away all ber 
hair, and throws it into the fire : Poor Kadegon- 
dz 15 all in tears at this diſgraceful accident receiv- 
ed of Borlary, Bur Feliſauna 1s enraged much 
more, for this malicious and ignoble fa& fo ex- 
aſperares her, as (he makes her lover P/aueze ac- 
quaine 


lary 
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quainted therewith. Plaxeze wonders at the in- 
dignity, and offers his perſon and ſword to re- 
venge the quarrel, which Fe/iſanna thanks him 
for, but will by no means ſuffer him co engage,buc 
prayes bim wholly co leave the defiding thereof ta 
her own diſcretion. 

Borlary hearing of this, and P/anezes forward- 
neſs ro fight with him, therefore becauſe he will 
not be oucbraved, and to prevent his inſulting: He 
the next morning by his Lackey Komeo ſends him 
this challenge. 


Boxrlary to Planeze, 


| ++ regard thou couldeif not content thy ſelf to 
bereave me of the LadyFeliſanna, whoſe ſweet 
beauty & wertnes are by far more dear to me than 
my life, but thou li ewiſe makeſt it thy trophy aud 
glory to offer her the ſacrifice of my deathyoxly for 
the trivial reſpett of her chambermaids hair. 
Therefore,becauſe thou makeft ſo ſmal ane(teem of 
my life, my reputation invites, an1 mine bonvur 
conjures me to ſce what care thou wilt have for the 
defence and preſervation of thine own. To which 
end I pray thee to meet me to morrow( betwixt 
five and fix in the afternoon ) with thy ſingle Ra= 
pier without Seconds,in the firſt meadow without 
the Vinlenza Gate of the City, where T will at- 
tend thy arrival with much zeal and impatiency, 
Thou art noble enough to be ſo generous, and I ge- 
nerouw exough to try if thou wilt appear, and ap- 
prove thy ſelf ſo noble. 
Borlary. 


The LadPFeliſanne knowing Roweo to be .Buy- 
lary*s Lackty, andſceing him to deliver a Letter 
to 
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to hep Lover Plaueze. Doubting it was a chal- 
lenge, ſhe asks what the Letter (ayes, he tells her 
*tis only a defire to meet himin the Dome, and fo 
going to write his anſwer, Feliſanna boyling with 
revenge againſt Ber/ary,flips into the Garden, and 
ſends for Borlary's Lackey, when having three of 
her grooms ready, ſhe cauſeth them there by vi- 
olence to cut off his ear, ſaing to him, Tell thy Ma- 
fier, that T have cauſed thine ear to be cut off, to ve- 
quite the affront he offered iu cutting off Radegonda 
my chambermaids hair, 

Planeze in the meanwhile having read Borlary's 
challenge,accepts ir, and in his anſwer promiſeth 
him to meet and perform it,but finding Romeo rag- 
ing and weeping, when enquiring and being in- 
formed of the accident aforeſaid, he tells the 
Lackey, and bids him informe his Maſter that he 
is 10 way acceſſarie to this his diſgrace, and vows he 
i innocent theresf, the which he would have ſignified 
in writing, but that his letter was ſealed before : SO 
giving him ſome crowns to waſh down his anger 
ſends him away, | | 

Romeo goes away, ſaies little , but he ſwears re- þ 
venge,ſo coming to his Maſter,he delivers Planeze's 
an{wer,and tells him of his diſgrace, wholly done 
by the Lady Feliſanna,and as he believes Planezs 
wholly ignorant thereof. 

The rwo Duelliſts are by this time come into 
the field, and fight both valiantly and nobly,when 
inthe heat therof, the Earl of Lucerne by chance 
riding by, chanced to eſpy and ſee them, and ve- 
ry honourably runs to them and parts them, of- 
fering to mediate their differences, but finding 
it not feaſible,he contents himſelf to ſee them ſafe 
in the City, and ſo leaves theny 2s we alſo muſt do 
to ſpeak of Romeo 

This 
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This Lackey enraged with malice for the loſſe 
ofhis car, ſwears revenge againſt Radegonde , 
when waiting many nights for her, at laſt in a 
ol gark night he found her,and flew her with his ra- 


h pier, giving her four ſeveral wounds,and thereu 
dB on fled chrough the ſtreets; where the people flock- 


ing together upon report of the murther,. he tpok 
'- | che River of Ad4ice, cither thinking to ſwim 0- 
= | ver, or hide himſelf in ſome of the Milboats, kur 
© || being diſcovered, and ſuſpe&ted by the ſentinel of 
che Caſtle, they ſend our a boat and take him, ſo 
; 8 heis for chatnight'ſenc to priſon, and the nexc 
's WY morning accuſed for Radegonda's murder, which 
he freely confeſſeth,and for che ſame is preſently 
5” i condemned to be hanged, and after dinner 1s 
diſpatched and executed, where leave we him to 
ne be Lada and come to ſpeak of his Maſter Borlary, 
who endeavoured by all means to prevent Planeze 
and Feliſanna's marriage, bur to no purpoſe; for 
es the daughter with importunity and tears, hath 


SO gained her fathers conſent, and they are fou- 

TY lemnly maried in Yerona, with great pomp and 
bra ery, 

= WH Bur Bor/ary fill continues his ſuite , and with 

* 5 Wletters temprs and follicices Feliſarns to folly, 


which having with indignation reproved, buc 
25 Winding him {till obſtinace, ſhe acquainrs her huſ- 
band therewith , who is infinicely pleaſed with 
his wives managing of this buſinefſe,and extols her 
ertue and challiry bighly,but withall is excremely 
nceuſed againſt Borlary; thus reſolving to righc 
doch himſelf and his wife on. Borlary, he will 
ight with him. Towhich end he ſends him this 
ballenge, 


Planeze 


Planeze and Pelifannt. 
Planeze to Borlary. 
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Hy crime is ſo foul and ſo apparent, in ſeeking 
to di\tain my hononr, in that of my wives chaſtis 
ty, as nothing but thy life is capable to expiate 
it. © Wherefore, if thou have as much tonrage as 
#11 wantef grace, bring thy ſelf, thy rapier, ani 
thy Chirutgeoi with thee to morrow at fix a clock 


outer gate, which looks towards Breſcia ,and there 
my ſelf and Chirurgeon ( the bearer hereof ) will 
filently and honouratly wait for the: And if thy 
obſcene heart yet retein any ſpark of generoſity; 
thu wilt perform this my r-queft, and 'excnſe my 
reſolution herein,fith it i« wholly derived" rom thy 
{aſciviouſneſs , aud receives life ayd birth from 
thy treachery. 
Planeze, 


Borlary receives this challetige, and blames Fe+ 
Iifazna- tor her folly, bur at laſt, afrer a turn or 
two in his garden, he courteouſly returnes this 
anfwer. Tell Seignieur Planeze from me, that [ 
will not fail ts. meet him to worrow moruing accor- 
_ to bis requeft and expe(ations; | 

he next morning P/anezz is early up, ( under 
pretence of orher buline(s ) and goes ro the Ciry 
dich, where ſhortly afcer Borlary likewiſe enrers, 
ſo afcer a ſhort complement they draw off from 
words co blowes, where,after ſeveral wounds given 
and raken on both fides,at laſt Plaxeze ( warding 4 
thruſt which Bzr/ary made at him ) whips up his 
heels, and with the fall Bor{ary breaks bis own ra- 
pier , which fight fo daunted him chat he begs his 
life of P/aneze, which he nobly grants hin:, firſt, 
nraking him (wear never thenceforch to atcempt 
any 


in the morning, in the City ditch, without the! 
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any thing agaiuft the honour of his wife, ſomutf- 

fling their faces in their cloaks, they houſe them- 

ſelves as ſecretly ,''and afloon 'as they can, drefs 

their wounds , and at night return to their 

houſes. | | he 

's Borlgry having loſt ſo much blood for his af-- 

1 | fc&.onco Feliſarxn, and reaped 'mothing bur dif 

k I dain, is not alittle vexed ; bur when he hears, that 

+ heismade the Jaughter of YVergnz for his coward 

+ | ly begging his life of P/aneze, he is then pierced 

11 & to the very heart, and cherefore to refetch his loſt © 

j | bononr, he ingratefully reſolves to deprive Planeze 

/; © of his life, which formerly ( as ye heard ) he had 

y | given to him, and ſo concludes either co murther 

,/ Ml. him, or cauſe him to be nuurthered, and upon con- 

4 B ſult within himſelf, chinks no agenc ſo fic as Cagry- 
chio , Planeze's own - Apothecary, to etfteR ir. Nor 
fails he in his thought, for no ſooner doth he 
proffer him chree hundred Duckatoons, to poyſon 

+ W Planeze, bur he accepts and engageth co finiſh ir. 

Yr 8 Now the (ſpring approaching, when P/axeze is ac- 

is © cuſtomed -ro take phylick, Caſtruchio is ſent for, 

I who firſt purgech , chen bleederh , and afcerward 

r- © artificially perſwades him ro rake a vomit, where- 

I co becealily conſents ; ſo he adminiſtreth it, having 

er | infuſed poyſon -thereinto, whereof within fix 

y | dayes he dyes : Caſtruchio demands his wages, 

'*, | which is paid faithfully co him. 

m Burt Feljfanna, ( not dreaming either of poyſon 

en © or Borlary) 1s ready to weep her lelf ro death, net- 

a4 | thercan hey Father, Kinsfolkes or friends poilibly 

11s £ comforc her ; yea her grief makes her (o pale and 

a- © wan, as ſhe is no longer Feliſanna, but only her 

113 | Anatomy, 

 Rerurn we now to Caſtruchisz whoſe vicions life 

this riots had conſumed his Eſtate, Borlary his 

N * 30+ 
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money , Which one would have thought might 
have redeemed him , rather makes him worſe, fo 
that now he is clapt into priſon for debt, and his 
ſhop ſeized on. Whereby he 1n ſhort time js redu- 
ced to extreme beggery, andall his friends utterly 
forſake him; only Dorilla, ( a filthy old baud of 
his ) ſometimes her ſelf comes, but oftener ſends 
her ſon Beraards to him, who goes of his errands 
20 his friends for money, but returning empty 
handed, he at laft thinks on 'Borlary, whom he 
thinks engaged to relieve him; to him he ſends 
and hal though very covetous) yet affords him 
ſome relief, but ſhort of Caftruchis's expeRation : 
Which makes him ſend ofcen, wherewich Bor/ary 
wearied, reſolves neither to ſee or ſpeak wich Ber- 
xardg ; who thereupon refuſeth any more to goto 
bim. Thus being deſticute, and ready to ſtarve, 
he ſends for Dorilla, cauſing her to be told, that if 
ſhe will-bur deliver a Letter from him to a friend, 
he ſhall have money enough ; this brings the old 
baud, by whom ( having written this angry Letter) 
he ſends it-to Borlary. 


Caſtruchioto Borlary. 


Hou knoweſt that, for three hundred Ducka* 
toons, which thou gaveii me, 7 poyſoned Se- 
ignieur Planeze in & vomit, and wilt thou be 
ſo-hard hearted to ſuffer me to dye in priſon, for 
want of twenty Duckatoons. I am made of the 
ſame fleſh and blood as thou art, aud though my 
fortunes be ſo low, yet ſuch is my heart, that I give 
thee to underſtand, I will rather chuſe to be banged 
than ffarved. Wherefore ſince my Tragedy will 
prove thine, if thou mean to prevent it, fail not 


ſpeedily to ſend me the ſeid twenty Duckatoons b 
this 
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this beerer Dorillaz in performing me this 
courtefie, thou ſhalt tye my heart and ſoul to filences 
elſe not. Amidii thy wealth remember wy poperty, 
which if thou forget, God hath reſerved me to 
make thee know, thou do# not uſe but abuſe it, and 


therein thy ſelf. 
r Caſtruchio. 


Dorilla takes this Letter and puts it in her purſe, 
wich promiſe to deliver it ſafely 3 but meeting 
with ſome of her Goflips in the ſtreer, they go to 
a Tavern, and drink away the day; bur art laſt 
parting company, as ſhe goes reeling home, ſhe 
remembers CaFruchio's Letter, and her promiſe 
to deliver it, but co whom ſhe hath quite forgot« 
ten; yet remembring the Letter was in her purſe, 
ſhe takes it into her hand, and ſeeing a young La- 
dy in mourning atrire, ſtanding at a door and no 
body near her, ſhe reacheth the Letter, and deſires 
her to tell che Gentlemans name ro whom it 1s 
dire&ted, ( which Lady was our Fel:iſarne ) ſhe 
reading the ſuperſcription to be to Borlary , as- 
ked from whom it came, Dorilla tells her , from 
one Caſtrushio an Apothecary who lay in priſon : 
Ar which name, Feliſanne's heart panted, where- 
upon praying Dori/la to come in, under pretence 
to getit read, (he leaves her in the hall, and her- 
ſelf goes into the next room, where opening the 
Letter, at firſt ſight ſhe finds her husband poyſo- 
ned and by whom, which drives her into ſuch an 
agony, as makes her ready to fall down dead with 
grief; at which inſtant Min:ata her Father coming 
in demands the cauſe of her grief : She ſhewes 
him the letter , which having peruſed, and ask- 
ing who brought it,ſhe tells him a drunken woman, 


who was in the ball; They both go ro ber and 
N 2 fig 


- 
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find her faſt aſleep, Miniata wakes her, and askes 
from whom ſhe had thar letter,ſhe anſwers as before: 
Whereupon, leaving Dorilla in guard with his 
Daughter and others, he in his Coach drives to 
the State houſe, where finding the Magiſtrates, 
he ſhzwes them the Letter; they return with 
him to his houſe, where they examine firſt Fe/;- 
ſanna , then Dorilla, who is conſtaut to her firſt 
words; whereat the Magiſtrates ſend their Ofh- 
cers to take Borlary, go to their Forum and con- 
vent Caftruchio, who at the firſt news of his ac- 
cuſation curſeth Dorz;l/a, and confefſerh all as is a- 
foreſaid. By this time Byrlary is taken and 
brought, who likewiſe acxnowledges all as before 
is related, where they are both- condemned, 
Borlary to have his head cut off, and his body 
burnt, and Caftruchio to be hanged, and his body 
to be thrown into theriver Ad4dice; the which 
the next morning was executed accordingly. 
Pray we chat we may read chis Hiſtory with fear, 
*and as religious Chriſtians remember theſe lamen- 
table murthers with horrouf and deteſtation, 
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. CHAMPIGNT & BL ANCHEVILLE, 


The Contents. 

Beaumarays a4 h:s brother Montagne kj/! Cham- 
pigny a#d Marin ( bis ſecond ) is 4 Duel. Blan- 
cheville ( the widow of Champigny ) is revenge 
thereof, hireth Le Valley ( Servant ts Beauma- 
rays, ro murther his ſaid maſter with a piſtol, 
which he duth, for the which Le Valley is broken 
ou the wheel, and Blancheville banged for the 
ſame, | 


relided two rich and brave Gentlemen, the 
one named . Mounſieur De Champigny, and the 
other Mounſieur De Beaumarays: In the fame 
place, allo dwelt at rhe ſame time, a rich Counlel- 
lour rermed Mounſieur De Roſaire, who had one 
only fzir young Daughter called Madamoyſelle 
De Blancheville, to whom at one time both thefe 
Genelemen Champigny and Beaumarazs are mipor= 
tuhate ſurers, and paiſionacte Rivals to marry 


her, which cauſed great emulation -berween them. 
N 3 Bur 


: the fair City of Chartres of late years, there 
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Bur after a whole years progrels, Reaumarays dcſti. 
ned for the willow gariand, Champigny tothe ge. 
neral content of all parties, he marries her, where- 
at Beatmarays being mad with choler, ſhortly af- 
ter being at ſupper with five or fix Gentlemen, 
where mention was made of Blaxcheville ; he for- 
got himſelf ſo farasto let fall theſe raſh words, 
that ſhe was more diſdainfull than chaſt, This 
nadeſerved ſcandal falls not to the ground ; for 
Mozanſieur Marin tells theſe words to Blanchevil- 
le, whereat ſhe is very highly exaſperated : And to 
heighten the difference, their happens a quarrel be- 
tween her husband and Bearmarays abour prece- 
dency of ſeats in the Church ; which Blancheville 
brings no water to quench, but rather oyle to in- 
flame it,though ſhe fee them already entered into a 
deep proceſs of law, wherein for two years time 
they vehemently conteſt : At the end of which time 
the Prefidial Court of Chartres, pronounce ſen- 
tence in favour of Beaumarays, adjudging him the 
precedency, and condemning Champigny in five 
handred crownes charge and damage to him, 
This ſentence vexeth Champigny and his wife to 
the heart, fo that they cannor ſee him but with 
malice and envy ; Blaucheville precipitates her 
- Husband to revenge, and the more ſtrongly to 
Incite him theretc, ſhe tells him of Bearmarays 
ſcandalous ſpeeches againſt her honour , where- 
at Champigny is ſo incenſed, that caſting all 
reaſon alide, he preſently finds out Maris, who 
confhrmes as much to him ; then praying him to 
be hzs ſecond, and Marin granting, the next morn- 
ing by ſeven, by his footman he ſends rhis icha}- 


lenge, 
Champigny. 
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Champigny to Beaunarays- 
A S thy knowledge is judge, ſo Mounfieur Ma» 


rin x5 witn-ſſe, what baſe and ignoble 
ſpeeches thou haft vomited forth againſt} the ho» 
nour and chaſtity of my Wife. And becauſe 
crimes of this nature are 0diows to men, and no 
way to be tollerated by a friend, much leſſs to be 
ſuffered by a busband: Therefore thank, thy ſelf , 
if thy follie cauſs my valour to invite thee and 
thy Second tos meet me an4 mine,with your Swords 
on horſeback, on Thurſday next betwixt ſix and 
ſeven in the morning, without the North-hedge 
of the very firſt Vineyard beyond theriver : Where 
you ſhall find -we will attend you, and comparing 
the equity of my cauſe, to the injuitice of thine , 
it makes me fully confident, that the iſſue of the 
Duel will prove glorious to me,and ſhamefut and 
ruinous to thy ſelf. J F 
Champigny. |} 


Peron delivers it to Beaumarays, when having 
read it, diſdaining to be outbraved by any man in 
point of honour, he by his foorman, returns him 
chis anſwer, 


Beaumarays to Champigny. 


$ I will not make my ſelf judge, ſo I deſire 

not t9 be witneſſe, either of thy wives cha-« 
fitie or unchaſtity. Marin ſhall have time e- 
nough to repent his treacherfto me, and thou to 
change thy folly into judgment: But becauſe I ſee 
thy choler, now exceeds the bounds of-veaſon, for 
that thou art ſo inconſider ately audacious, to 
N 4 ſeek, 
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ſeek and preſerve thy wives honour with the loſs of 


mine: know therefore that,to cheriſh and main- 
tain it equallie with my life, I cheerfullie accept 
thy challenge, &* do bereby give thee to underſtand, 
that I with my Second, will at the time and place 
appointed, meet thee aud thine on horſeback; 
where we doubt not but. to acquit env ſelves, as 
our ſelves, and to make thee and thine acknow- 
ledge, that our ſwords are compoſed of a good 
temper, and our hearts of a better, and conſe- 
quentlie, that Tou may perchance meet with 
"Your Superiours, as well in valour,us in bleod and 
Extr aCi1On. 
Beanmarays, 


Having ſent away theſe lines, he takes his youn- 
er brother Mont. for his ſecond: So tueſday morn- 
ing being come,our Champions come intorhe field, 
and caſting off their doublers. and drawing their 
ſwords,firſt encounter Beaumarays and ChamPigny, 
and at the third meeting Champigay's horſe ſtum- 
bling, Beamarray's runs him through the bolyto 
the Leart,wherewithhe falls from his korſe dead t5 
the ground only uttering theſe words, Beatmarays, 
T forgive thee my death, & God be mercitul 1 wy ſoul. 
No ſooner is this firſt fight over, but Monte and 


Marin engage ina ſecond, in which after !=»: ; al 
wounds givzn and taken, Montague run> %{ri- 
through the body. a little below the Na+ -i,, of 
which wound he fell preſently ro the grow: *2. 


dead z when for the ſafety of their lives. they 
haſt away to Caen through Normaudieganc © crois 
the Seas into England, where they reſolv- io ftay 
gill their pardons are obteined; where we mult 
leave them and come ro Chartres, where Flancie- 
Ville receives che news of her husbands untimely 
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death , with' infinite ſorrow - and rears, an41 
thinks of nothing but revenge againſt Beaumaray:, 
yea ſo implacable in her malice rowards him, thar 
converting her corn and wine zll into money, (he 
goes tO Pary and chere of theKing and Parl1amenc 
both, demands juſtice again{t him; an1 whea (he 
cannot get her will,ſhe ſpends ive hundred crowns 
to have him hanged in efigie. Thus having ſpent 
a creat deal of rime and more money, (he A 
home and vows,that if ever he returne to Chartres* 

e will be ſharply revenged on him. 

Ar length, by the conſtans (ollicications of 2 
Marquefle of Be//zry . and the Piſhop of Chartres 
( their noble friends ) who take che King one day 
in a good humour, and dealing effe&ually with 
him, with many ftrong and prevailing rea!lons.th2 
King freely gives them their pardon unlzre his 
great ſea], whick they alſo get confirmed by th2 
Court of Parijamenr : Whereupon rhe Marquetiz 
and Biſhop (peedily wrice to them, an4 (en. over 
their pardns, which are delivered tothem by the 
then French Kings ordinary Ambaila:lo!r at Lowe 
don; & they receive che (ame with honour,concenc 
and joy. So they (pecdily pack n9 their-bagg413es 
and leaving London, poſt ro Paris, where arrived, 
they give thanks roche Marqueſſe an1 Bihop, for 
their great care an[l love in their abſences, ani by 
them are preſented ro:the King, and kils his hand, 
and thortly after rerurne to Chartres, where they 
are joyfully welcomed by all che Genrry and 
Nobility of thoſe pares. Only B/ncheville re= 
mains firm in her refolntton, rhat by one mzans or 
other the will (hortly murcher him, And co help 
her forward in this devi liſh tencr,the underftan-ts 
that Le Vall-y( who is ſervant to Bea»marays ) is 
in love with her maid Martha, which ſhe takes 

to 
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to work her revenge by, ſo ſends for LeValley 
and talkes with him about the ſame, and gives 
him hopes thar he ſhall mary her maid, but tells 
him he muſt Jer his Maſter know nothing thereof, 
which he promiſeth: Thus when he tis gone, fhe 
calls Martha, and engages her never to ma- 
ry Le Valley without her conſent; wherero ſhe 
Agrees, 

Le V alley ſhortly after comes to Martha to know 
if ſhe will mary him; the tells him ſhe will, fo 
he firſt get her Miſtreſſes conſent; hereupon he ap- 
plies bimiſelf ro B/ancheville, who takes him into 
her cloſet,and there aſſures him that he fhall never 
mary her maid unleſs he firft (wear ro- perform a 
ſecret buſineſs for her: He ſwears to performe It 
be what it will; then ſhe tells him, that if he will 
either by poyſon, ponyard or piſtol , murther 
his Maſter Beaumarays, he ſhall not only mary 
her maid, but ſhe will alſo give him three hundred 
crowns, one half in hand, and the other when 
he had performed it. Le Valley is amazed here- 
at, and denies. poſitively to do ic; bur his Maſter 
having heard ( that albeit he had forbidden him 
to gonear Blancheville's houſe }) he had been there 
the day before, calls hiny and gives him five or fix 
boxes on the ear for his diſobedience ; which fo 
incenſed our amorous youth,that it bred bad blood 
in him, for from that time Le Valley never ſaw 
his Mafter but with harred and deteitation. So 
without farther delay, the ſame night he goes to 
Blanchevile*s hcuſe;and relling her what had hap- 
pened, aſſures her alſo that he will murther him 
within three or four dayes, if ſhe will make good 
her former promiſe: She ſtrikes while the Iron 1s 
hot, gives him a hundred and fifry crowns in 
hand 3 So conſulting on the manner , they 
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agree to do it by piſtol; and parc for that 
time, 

Le Valley the nexe day gets his Maſters pocket 
piſtol, and chargerh, ic with a brace of bullets, 
watching his oportunity; when the third day af 
ter Montagne going out toHawk and Hunt, takes 
moſt of the ſervants with him, and leaves 
only LeVYalley to attend on his Maſter; who 
being in his Chamber and Le Valley with hjm, Be- 
aumarays bids him tie up his points behind, which 
he fingering with his left hand, draws the pilſtol 
out of his pocket wich his right, and ſhoots him 
into the back oppolite to his heart, where he fell 
down preſently dead rothe ground. Which done, 
he puts the piſtol into his dead Maſters hand,layes. 
the chamber-door key upon the table,and ſhuts the 


door ( having a ſtrong ſpring lock 5 afcer him then 
taking a horſe co ride,a Hauk on his it, 82a Spaniel 
at his heels, he gallops to find out Montagne, to 
whom he relates that his maſter had fſenc him to 
him with one of his beſt hauks. 

They Hawk all day. togerher, where Le Valley 
is very offticious, and rowards night they all return 
home to Chartres, Montagne asks for his Brother, 
the ſervants anſwer they have not ſeen him to day; 
he for the preſent reſts ſatisfied; but ſupper being 
ready and the cloth laid, he ſends Le / alley to his 
camber, who returnes with this anſwer, his Mz+ 
fter is not there, for his chamber door # hat. Montagne 
marveils at his abſence, ſodo che ſervants; he 
ſends up and down toſcek him, but cannot hear 
of him: In the mean while Le Valley ( under pre- 
tence of ſecking him )goes to Blanchewle,and rells 
her the whole paſſage; whereat ſhe rejoycerh, (0 
giving Martha a kiſs or two, he diſpeeds himſelf 


home. No 
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No notice being gotten all this while of Bear 
marays,his brother Montague begins to doubr the 
worlt. . He again goes up to his chamber with Le 
Valley and others, who call and knok aloud at his 
- door, but having no anſwer 3; the door is bid to 
be forced open but cannor; rhereupon Montagne 
ſends one of his I ackeys with a —_ look in at 
che window by a ladder, the Lackey forceth open 
the caſement, and putting, in the torch, patſ1o- 
nare!y cryech out,that his maſter hath nmurch ered 
him ſelf wich his piſtol, and lies there dead o n the 
floor. Montageeat this news rares his hair for 
grief, and bids che boy tare down the caſemenr 
and go in and unlock the door: Which done, they 
all go up andenter the Chamber, where they ſee 
the mournful ſpe&acle, ar which fight Montagne 
fends for the Kings Atturny and the Fiſcal to {ee 
the body, and upon. veiw of the ſame, they all 
agree that Bearmarays had kilPd himſelf with his 
licele piltol, So Montagne provides for his funeral, 
and he is buryed with the great lamentation of all 
the City- Which being paſt, Le Valley (ecretly 
goes to Blancheville,and receives the refit of his mo- 
ny, together with a Diamond ring, and within a 
monech afcer maries hini co Martha her raid, ac- 
cording to her promiſe. 

Montagne deitrous to find out his brothers mur- 
therers; afcer many trialls, isas*it were dire&ed 
by the finger of God to ſuſpe& Le Valley, and 
chirfly becauſe he had ſo ſoon maried Blanche- 
ville s maid, and then by obſerving Le Valley's 
diamond Ring, which he believed Le Valley had 
ſtollen from his dead Maſter; whereupon he chal- 
lenged it by order of Law, when to clear himCelf, 
].e Valley was enforced totell that the L. Blanche 
ville had givenit him in mariage with his —_ 
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her maid. Which confeſſion made Moxtagne:more 


jealous of ſome foul dealing, and that 18 again 


ftrengchened by obſerving, that that day two 
moneths that Beaumarays was killed; Le Valley's 
right hand did Gangren, and to fave his life, was 
by advice, cut off. 

Montagne conlidering hereof,confidently believes 
it was that hand which piſtold his brother. Where- 
upon he goes to the Seneſhal, and Kings Arturney, 
and accuſech Le Valle y for murthering his brother. 
The Judgesthereupon cauſe him to be apprehen- 
ded,and impriſoned,and charge him with che faid 
murcher 3 but he denies it with many fearful im- 
precations: He is put to the rack, the torments 
whereof extort from him this confeſſion,that it was 
he that killed his Maſter Beaumarays, with a piſtol 
charged with a brace of bnllets, and hired to effedt ity 
by Blancheville for three hundred crowns in gold , 
and a diamond ring. The Judges as alſo Mor- 
tag ne prayle God for this his confeſſion , and (pee- 
dily fend cheir Officers to apprehend Bl/ancheville, 
who ſeize on her in her own houſe, in che midſt of 
her mirth and friends, and bring her into the 
Court, _— ſhe is charged ro be the Auchour of 
Beaumarays death ; ſhe conſtancly denies it, 
Le Valley is confronted, her ring and ſome of the 
gold produced, yet ſhe ftill forſwears it; art which 
the is judged cothe rack, and at the rſt touch 
cries out, that ſhe was the authour of that mur- 
ther, andin all puints agrees to Le Valley's accu- 
fation. They ask if Martha be not acceflary , 
but ſhe is cleered by both; when the Judges 
immediately condemn Le Valley, the nexr day 
to be broken alive on the wheel, and Blaxche- 
ville then likewiſe to be hanged , which wo 
lentences were thenext morning at ten a cloacs 
at 


206 
at the Common place of Execution in Chaytres, 
performed on theny,to the praiſe and glory /of Gods 
juſtice, who ſuffers not ſuch crimes to] goun- 

-, punithed. 
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LORENZO and FERMIA. 


The Contents. 

2 Lorenzo murthereth his wife Fermia; twentie Years 
after ( unknown ) robbeth bis ( and ber )_ ſon Tho« 
maſo,who likewiſe ( not knowing Lorenzo to be bis 
Father |) doth accuſe him for that robberie , for 
which be 4 hanged. p 


upon the Key,of late Years there dwelt a pro- 

per young man named Lorenzo, by trade a 

4. + Baker; and keeping both his Oven and Shop 

For himſelf, his induſtry was ſuch, that he thriv- 

ed exceedingly, and became one of the prime Ba- 
kers of the City. 

This Lorenzo going one dayto Savers , twenty 
miles diſtant from Genoua,he there ſaw and fell in 
love with arich Vineners Daughter, her Father 
named Fnan Baptiſta Moron, and 'ſhe Fermia Mo- 
ren, a lovely and beautiful maiden and withall 
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8 exceedingly vertuyous and religious, who was ſought 
ds in mariage by many, buc ſhe can fancy none 


"* but Lorexzo. Whorherefore ſeeks her in mariage, 
whereto ſhe conſents,ſo as he obtains her fathers 
good wil. 

Lorenzo having thus won the Daughter, now 
makes it his care to draw her Father to conſens 

S | chereunto; but Moron is averſe, and will not by a- 

A ny meas hear thereof,or hearken thereto: Yer ſtill 

Lorenzo perſevers in his ſuit,and joyntly with Fer- 

mia requeſt his conſent; but he proudly and dif- 

dainfully refuſeth, & ſwears he will die,before he 
will permic him to mary his daughter, Art which 
anſwer grieved,Lorenzo goes home to Genour, and 

Fermia remaineth at Savone with her Father: 

Whonow thinks to provide her another husband 

(to prevent her marying Lorenzo ) and gives her 

choice of two, but ſhe utterly refuſerh both; 

whereat old Moron is mad, and threatens to dilin- 


3» ff Þcrit her. 
is Three years are now paſt ſince our young | 
-r | couple firit faw each other, and fince Lorenzo firſt | 
asked Morons conſent, and ſill ſeeing ic vain, he 
F thinks ic now high time to lay cloſe ſeige to 


at fl Fermia, that ſhe would conſent and yield co marry 
him ( notwithſtanding her Fathers refuſall \ cel- 
a | ling her, chat chough he had nota Duckaroon in 
marriage with her, yet that God had given him 
v. | Eltate enongh to maintain her in proſperous E- 
a- © fate : By which ſweet words,ſhe is at laſt drawn te 
forſake, and fly both from her Father and her 
ty houſe. Thus agreed, Lorexzo hires a boar, where- 
in | *f having- notice, at midnight ſhe goes out at rhe 
er | gardendoor, andlo to the boat; in which they [afe- 
Ki arrive at Genoua early the next morning, where 

they are preſently in ſecret married. a 
= 
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Moroz miſſing his Daughter ragerh extremly, 
as doubring that Lorenzo had ftollen her ; where- 
of making ſecret inquiry at Genoue, and being 
afcertained thereof, he paſſionately ſwears thac 
they ſhall never enjoy one penny of his Eſtate, 
neither will ever hereafter ſee them. Ten dayes 
after their mariage, Lorenzo thinks good to rile 0- 
ver to Taverna to Moron, and with his beſt reſpe&s 
and duty ro labour. with him for a reconciliation; 
fo rhither he goes, with intent to viut Morox, but 
he will not be ſeen, nay bolrs himſelf into his 
chamber,.and chargeth his Servants to deny him 
to bz within, for that he is reſolved neicher to 
ſce nor ſpeak with him: Loreazo goes away,and a- 
non comes again, bur ſtill he js denyed by the Ser- 
vants , he returnes to his Inn and goes to bed,and 
riting early in the morning: haſts to Morons houſe, 
bur recerves the ſame anſwer as the day before; 
' Whereat very angry, he takes horſe and rides to 
Genoua, where arrived he fully and truly relates 
to his wife what entertaiment he had at her Fa- 
thers; whereat ſhe lamenits and grieves won- 
drouſly , bur he comforts her with good words, 
and indeed is very kind to her. Thus they live 
very Pprovidently, and manage their trade to 
their bcſt advantage, both of them being very 
diligent and ſaving. Thus {ix moneths art paſt,and 
they never hear one word from Moron, which 
makes Lorexzo pray his wife to go to her Father 
her ſelf, Fermia accepts of the journey , and 
comes to Savona, bur look what entertainment 
her busband found from her Father, the ſame in 
all reſpe&s doth ſhe receive and no orherwile 3 
pay he cauſeth his doors ro be ſhut againſt her. 
Fermia extremely perplexed at this unkindnel\s 
of her Father, weeps bitterly, and gets her Aunt 


and 
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and her Fathers own ghoſtly Father ,to perſwade 
him in her behalf.But finding, all fruitleſs and to no 
effe&, ſhe returnes home ta Geitoua to her husband, 
where (he pun&ually relates to him her Fathers 
unnaturall diſcourtetie towards her; which vexeth 
Lirenzo tothe heart, bur he diſſembeleth his difſ- 
content, Which is aggravated by being known to 
his neighbours,becaule they flour at himand geer 
him in all companies. This makes him now begin 
to look askew on his wife, and he begins ro turn 
31] hasband and flight her , yea, and to negle& 
bimſelf and his profefſion,and follow lewd and evil 
company, ſpending and conſuming his eſtate with 
Whores and Srrumpers,which ar length reduce him 
to great poverty & want: For the relieving where 


of the ſends ro Moron her Father, and acquaints 
him with her calamicics, praying his affiltance 
relieve her poverty, bur he 1s fo hard hearted, as 
he will neither relieve her wants, nor pity her 
affliction; whereby her condition is grown fo mif- 
erable, rhat ſhe is realy even to defpair;now in the 
midſt of all her griefs and nnferies, God fſenids 
her a fair young Son, whom Cauſing to be chriſtened 
ina very pooj manner, ke is named Thomaſo , and 
is forced co beg all neceſſary things of her neigh= 
bours to. keep him clean and (weet 3 whoſe chari- 
ty to ker proves far greater than her husbands, for 
be makes 1t his practice rorevite and bear her, yea, 
and isſo wretchedly vitious,thar he will nat th ok 
of being berter, neither is there any hopes: of a+ 
mendmenc; for if the work( as ſhe 1d at her needle 
very hard ) and thereby ger a \jrtle money to 
keep her le'f and little Son. from ſtarving, her 
wicked husband preſently tares it from hers fo 
thatnor knowtng. what to do, or which way to 
turte herfelf ro keep and maintain her Son; ſhe 
oJ 1' 6 
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reſolves to write to her Father to take him home 
tohim to Savona and maintain him, which ſhe 
doth by this her enſuing letter, 


Fermia to Mcron. 


Y Husbands vices do ſo increaſe my wants 

and miſeries , that I have not cloathes, 
nor food left to maintain my ſelf, or my poor lit- 
tle Son Thomaſo, nor ſcarce to give vs life; 
and conſidering that I am your Daughter, me- 
thinks both in nature and Chriſtianity, that my 
Father ſhould not ſee me driven to theſe bitter ex- 
tremities without relieving me, eſpecially fith my 
ſighes beg it of you with humility for charitits 
ſake, and my tears with ſorrow for Geds ſake; 
and if your heart will not yet relent into compaſſi- 
on towards me, at leaf} let it towards my poor and 
pretty young child, whont with prayers and tear 
I now beſeech you to take from me and maintain: 
God will requite ſuch your charity to him, and 
thereby T ſhall the ſooner forget your unnatural 
cruelty to my ſelf, and ſo may you live in as muct 
proſperity, as I fear I ſhall ſhortly dye in extre1 
want and miſery. 

Fermia. 


Her Father receives this Letter, but is not 
moved atty whit therewith to compaſſionate her 
only he pities her poor child Thomaſo, and to | 
her know ſo much, ſends her this anſwer. 


Moron to Fernmua 


See thou art ob{inate in diſobeying my com 


mands with thy letters , wherein IJ belie 
thy 


"me 
the 


» let 


com 
lie 


thy 
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thou takeft more glory, than I conceive grief at 
the relation of thy wants, whichT amſo far from 
relieving, 4 T only pity it that TI am thy Fath:r; 
and yet becauſe thy young Son Thomaſo # as it- 
nocent #s thou art guilty of my diſpleaſure, theres 
fore give him to this bearer, whom I have purpoſe= 
ly ſent ts receive him of thee, and I will ſee whether 
at be the pleaſure of God that I ſhall be as happy is 
him as | am unfortunate in thy ſelf , which if it 
prove ſo, then give God the only praiſe and glo> 
ry, which is the beit uſe and requital which thou 
canit makr. or I deſire, 
Moron, 


Fermia having received and read this letrer, 
though the grieve at her Fathers obdurate heart 
toher ſclf, yer ſhe is joyfull of his Kkindneſs:ro her 
Son, whom the gives ro her Fathers meſſenger, to 
whoſe affeRion an} education , next under Gods 
prote &1on, ſhe religiorfly recommends him : Bur 
his Father Loven129 will nor ſo much as kifs him 
at parting, Which unkindneſs he will hereafcer 
five to punilh, 

Fermia having chus ſent away her Son,the (ame 
tighe drcams in her bed ſhe ſhajl never fec hima- 
gain 3 whereat being awake 1, the bicrerly weeps, 
bur the Father rejoycerh, for be ſtill growes worſe 
and worſe, fo ihat ker life is a meer burthen to 
her : five years hath ſhe lived in this miſery , ha- 
ving no conſvulatien, bur in her prayers and pati- 
ence, but inſteed of mending, Lerenzo growes 
more lewd, yea, he growes weary of his poor, yet 
vireuous, wite, thinking if ſhe were deail, he 
mighr ger another which ſhould enrich him; chere- 
fore he reſolves ro murther her, the which co per-- 
forfi, he on a great holy day takes her with him to 

E RED walk 
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walk toa Vineyard out of the City, pretend- 
ing to recreate themſelves, which poor Fermia 
raking for a kindneſs, goes ; he lyes down on the 
groundand feigns to fleep,ſhe layes her ſeit by him 
and \leeps ſoundly , which be obſerving , ſofcly 
riſeth up and cuts her throar , not ſuffering her 
to cry or {peak one woid, fo leaving her, he goes 
home to Genoua by a contrary way, to take away 
all ſuſpirion. 

* The very ſame night her murthered body is 
found by ſume of the Ciry, who by chance walk- 
ed that way; they cauſe the body to be brought 
ro Genoua,wheve itis known to be Fermia, Loren- 
3s wife; he is ſent for, and ſeems to be nwuch 
rroubled art her untimely death, and requeſts the 
Criminal Ofhcers to ſearch fur the murcherers, 
which chey do, but to no purpoſe; ſo Lorenzs 
gives her a poor and obſcure burial, and ſo with 
few tears cauſed by ber Father raking little notice, 
her Son not capable of ſorrow in regard of his fegv 
years,and her husbands want of grace,ſhe is laid in- 
to ir grave, 

Lorenz now lells all his wives clothes to buy 
E1mielt ſome, and ſeeks many maids and widows 
in mariage , bur is refuſed aud ſcorned by all; fo 
that utcer)y deſpairing to raiſe himſelf ar home, 
he enrolls himſelt a Bandetrti, and for many years 
pradtiſcth that thieviſh profeſſion, | 

Old Mores trains up his Grandchild vertuouſly 
and indut.riouſly, ſo that l.e becomes excelfenc in 
liaming, graving and imagery, and then chooſes 
to be a Goldimith, and proves a hngular work- 
man m his trade. His Grandfather tenders. him 
dearly,& intends to make him his heir,but Thoma- 
ſo deiires to travel, and to (ee other Countreys 
and Citics, and particularly Reme, to which 
| pur- 
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purpoſe finding a ſhip in Savona road, bound for 
Civita Veftrin, he ſecretly packs up his baggage, 
and embarques therein , where flering he goesto 
Hoſtia, and ſo to Rowe, where he becomes a lin- 
gular ingenious Goldſmich,and expert workman, 
thriving ſo well, that he reſolves to ſet np his a- 
bode there. 

Four and twenty years are now paſt ſince Loreu- 
20 left Genona and turned Bandetti, of which pro - 
fellion weary art laſt, he goes ro Flyrence,and rhere 
again ſets up his trade of a Baxer, inrending there 
to ſettle and mary, bur ir happens otherwiſe For 
theCardinal of M-dics;, goinz to Rome to re- 
ceive his hat, and meaning to enter Rowe,and con- 
tinue there with great ſtare an{ magnitcence; he 
rakes into his houſe double Ohcers and Servants, 
ro whom he gives rica and coſtly Liveries, and a- 
mong others our Lorexzs 18 choſen for one of his 
Bakers in that ſourney; where in Rowe he flaunrs 
it out gallancly,and is more debauched and pro- 
digal than any other ofthe Cardinals ſervants. So 
that at laſt growing dare both of money and credic, 
he reſolves ( to recruic himſelf ) ro ſteal ſome 
pieces of plate out of a young Goldſmirhs ſhop in 
Rome, with whom he was acquainted, Frem 
him he ſteals rwo fair rich gemilded Chalices. and a 
curious ſmall goid Crucifx ſet with a few ſaphyrs 
and emeralds,a!l amounring to the value ot 450. 
Duckatoons. 

The young Gold(mich amazed act his lols, 
knows not whom to ſuſpe& or accuſe for this rob- 
bery, but Lorenzo rhe Cardinal of Florence his ba= 
ker, whom he ſaw ofcen co frequent his hop: 
Whereupon, well knowing that he lay not art the 
Cardinals Palace,vur if a Taylours honſe adjoin- 
ing; he with an Officer ſearched lis Chamber and 
O 3 trunk, 
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Trunck, where he found one of his Chalices, bur 
nothing elſe,but Lorenz at this time being abroad, 
he looks for and finds him, where he is ſtraight 
committed to priſon,and accuſed to the Captain 
and Judges of Kome : who upon the evidence 
of the things partly found, and his own confeſſion, 
condemn him to be Hanged the very next 


day. 
The Next morphs he is broizght to his death, 
at the common phce of exccucion at the bridge 
foct, neer the Caſtle of St. Angelo; where upon 
the ladaer he confeſſerh his robbery, and that his 
name was Ax1rea Lorenzo, and thar- about chree 
or four and ewenty years ago he had murthered 
his wife Fermia Meron in a Vineyard near Genova, 
The which the young Goldſmith, whoſe name 
was Thomaſo Lorenzi, hearing burſt into tears,and 
gryes, out thar this man on the ladder is his own 
Father, and chat Fermia Moron was his own mo. 
ther, and therefore delired the Executiontr to 
forbear for a while, which he does, when at his 
deſcent from the ladder, Thomaſo throwes hamſelf Y Bi 
at his feer,& freely affers all his eſtate to ſave his 
Fathers life, bur it is refuſed ; ſo the next day he is 
hanged, having firſt treely forgiven his 
fon, avd asked forgivenefſe of him for his mo- 
ther: 

As for Thomaſo the goliſmich, after this infa- 
moas death cf his Father, would no longer live 
in Rome, but returned to Savong to his Graniifa- 
ther Moro, who received him with many de- 
moenſtretions of joy and atfe&ion, and afcer his 
death made him fole heir go all his eſtate and 
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If E -Bapriitina a4 Amarentha poyſon their elleft ſiffer 

1is Jaquintaz after which Amarancha cauſe:h ber 

> ig ſervants Bernarto aud Pierya to Fifle Bapriſtina 

lis in her be4 5 Bernardo flying breaks his neck, ; Pie- 

os rya is hanged,ſo 5 Amarcantha,and her body burnt; 
Bernardo's buryed body is digged out of the grave, 

"8 banged ts the gallows by thee feer, then burnt and 

'e the aſhes ſcattered in the air, 

1- 

ho N che rich and fair City of Florence, near the 

is Church of the Dominican Friers, there dwelt 

4 not long lince, an antient vertuous and gene- 

rous Cavalier, named Seignieur Leonar4» 
6 | Streni, who by his deceaſed Lady Alci4ina, had 


three proper young Ladies to his daughters, known 
by theic {everal names, Faquinta, Baptiftina, and 
Ama= 
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Amarantha, whoſe ages now having made them 
all mariageable,the Fathers care begins to look out 
and provide ft husbands for them, anſ{werable tq 
their rank and degree. Neither needs he to ſeek 
far, for his own wealth juyned with his daughrers 
beauries,, draw many noble Genftirmen to his 
houſe to fee and ſerve them. Of whom, though 
F aqrima be the eldeſt, yer Baptiitina and Ana- 
rantha are more ſought and cuurted, But the fa- 
ther reſolving to mary the eldeſt daughter fit, 
when any Gentlemen came to h1s houſe, the only is 
ro be fcen, bur the two other are mewd, and fat 
locked up in a chamber, 

They vex herear, but to little purpoſe, for 7a- 
quinta ( thus armed with her Fachers loveand au- 
thority ) grows extremely proud and 1mperious, 
which makes her cauſe her tiſters not only co be 
mewd up as aforeſaid, bur alio co be meer flayes 
and vallals to her will; for obterving them to be 
beloved of all ſuiters,and her ſelf ot none, ſecrets 
ly undermines them, and prevails wich her fa- 
ther ſo far, as he ſuddenly ſends them away by 
Coach to hjs Country houſe of Cardara , near Pi- 
fteca, there to be privately {hut up from al} con- 
yerſe,under che charge of an old il|favoured bet 
dam.named Dona Malevoln, 

B2ptiſtina and Amarantha are infinitely grieved 
at this cheir reſtraine; they try all means for a 
redrefſe thereof, they ger friends ro mediate, 
themielves vy letters follicice their own cauſe,they 
leaveno Saint unimplored, nor any invention un- 
tiyed, bur tindallin vain, for their Governeſſe 
Mulepola looks to then 5 ftrigly, char they may 
neither ſee or be (gen of any firanger whatſor ver, 
Thefe diſcourceous yſages make them grow cho!- 


judg- 


terigt, They pity the weakne!tle of their fachers, 
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judgment in ſuffering him(: If co be {o carried away 
by cheir Siſters policick malice, and begin to ga» 
ther ill blood at her unkindneſle; -which they 
vow to requite with revenge. Thus weary of their 
filters hard uſage, they at one time begin both co 
deſire and plor her death; In which wicked re- 
ſolutiun Baptijtine is the more forward, and to 
draw on Amarantha,lets fall fome words tending 
that way, whereto ſhe was ſyvon drawn to conſent: 
And plotting the manner how, and in what man» 
ner to make Faquints away; at ſalt they conclude 
on p»2yſon, and calting lors who ſhould adminiſter 
It, 1c fell to Bapti/t;na to do it: So becauſe they 
will perpetrate their murther in Florence, by their 
ſervant Berzardo, they (ecrerly hirea Coach for 
four D:ckatoons, the next night to carry them a- 
way privacely from Cardura; and che more eally 
to perfect their eſcipe,they corrupt che Gardiner 
to let them have che Key of the garden Poltern 
gare;thus prepared,their Governeſſe is no ſooner 
in bed & afleep,bur Bery. knocks at her chambec 

door, at which roken they deſcend the ſtairs to che 
garden,& thence chrough the Puſtern to che coach, 
wherein [cating themſelves, ch2y leave Cardura, 
and the nexc day berween nine and cen a clock ar- 
rive at their fachers houſe ac F loreace,which makes 
the old man wonder, bur their fitter inwardly vex; 
bur afcer ſome chiding frownes, and ſharp re- 
proofs, they remain at F/orexce for the preſent , 
and after a day or two patt over, ſuch was the dif- 
tmulacion of ail che Siſters each to other, as 
it ſeem:d chey could not be better friends , 

nor kinder tiſters than now they were, fo 
cunningiy could they conceal” their differenc in- 
[entions, 


Buc 
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But when Faquinta again perceives the gallants 


of Florence afre(h to repair to her Fathers houſe | þ 
to court her ſifters, and ftill ro negle& her ſelf, her Þ h 
malice then revives, ſo as ſhe ſecrecly tampers with }} cl 
her Father, either co retarn them again to Car- | ch 
dura, or elſe ro. eſpouſe them to a Nunnery. || 1 
This is not (o ſecretly born between the Father Þ bi 
and (iſter, bur that BaptifFine and Amarantha have N} g2 

notice thereof, and begin ro countermine them : 
Wheretore reſolving now to put into ation what Þ {il 
they had as yet bur ralked off, Amarantha buyes | wi 
the poyſon, and Baptiffina adminiſtreth it to Fa- } go 
qrinta in a lemmon poſſer, ( which they obſerved F an 
her often in the ſummer to drink ) whereof within Þ}} co 
ten dayes ſhe dyed; fo as now they enjoy their I me 
own wilhes at Florexce, in their Fathers houſe, Þ ble 
withour controul, | 
Six weeks are ſcarce paſt fince Faquinta's de- © Ch 
plorable death, bur a ſudden Janguiſhing fickneſs I be: 
o'retakerh and ſurpriſech Baptiſtina, which made I ber 
cur 


her beauty fade, for now the hath gotten the Jaun- 
diſe : This decay in her, makes Amarantha ſeem If bre 
far more amiable, fo as all the gallancs of Fg 


rence which come to ſeek Streni his Daughcers in ber 
marriage, prefer Amaraniha before Baptiſtina ; I ber 
who ſces it with grief and vexation, bur ſtrives} $'4c 
ro hide 3t, both from ker Father and hiſter Bapti/ti« Flor 
#4, NOW in this wane of her beauty, being alſo live 
the eldeſt Daughter, growes imperious, and will chiet 
not ſuffer her younger to be her mate; and envies (19 
ro ſee ſo many Gentlemen court her ſiſter in the =_ 

rien 


way of marriage, bur none her ſelf, Diſconten- 
ted hereat, the growes malicious, and could find 
m ber heart to fend her after Faquinta : but the 
Devil was not powerfull enough ro*draw her to 

cont a ſecond murther, yet ſhe means to imitare if 
che 
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the ations of her dead es EY towards 
her living one Amarantha, and that way to wreak 
her malice and revenge on her; to which end-ſhe 
cloſely and under hand deals wich her Facher, 
that ſhe be again ſent away to Cardura under the 
guard of Maſevola, the which ſhe effe&ually and 
brictly obteinech of him, ſo chicher the is once a- 
gain conhned and baniſhed. 

Amaranth is exceedingly incenſed againſt her 
ſifler Baptiftina for this her diſcourteous dealing 
wich her, yea and makes the {ame apparenc to her 
governels, both in her looks, ſpeeches and ations, 
and by ail wayes and means poſſible endeavours 
co reverſe her confhnement, bur finds all experi- 
ments fruitleſs, becauſe her father is inexora- 
ble. 

Now it 15 to be underſtood,that BaptifFiva hath a 
Chamber-maid named Pierys , who was rich in 
beauty, though nor in Eſtate 3 this maid having 
heretofore ſometimes for (ome rrifling reſpe&s 11 
curred her Ladies anger, by chance ac this time 
breaks a fair Lookiug-glaſs of hers, for which (he 
not only beats her, but drags her by the hair abouc 
her chamber, and rhere again and again , kicks 
her with her foot : Pierya too ſenhble of this dil- 
grace, privately packs up her apparel, leaves 
Florence, and flies to Cardura, and to reſolves to 
live and dye with Amarantha, drawn thereco 
chiefly ,as was believed,by her atffe&ion to Bernards 
who w aired on her, far it was known that Pzerye 
loved him paſſionately, and had employed many 
friends cowards him, yec be was ſtill averſe. And 
theſe paſſages were nor unknown to Amaraitha, 
who welcomes Pijerys and entertains her with much 
courceite : Baptitiaa underſtanding hereof, makes 
irons means to bryng her back to her, But Pierys 

15 
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is deaf to all theſe requeſts of her late Lady;which 
makes Amarantha very glad, for ſhe thinks her a 
fit inſtrument to uſe in her revenge againſt her 
fiſter Baptiftina, not doubting but to make Beryar- 
do cloſe with her ; and her reaſon for this opint- 
on was, that loveand money may eaſily at won- 
ders in the hearts of thoſe who aelire the one, 
and want rhe other, and knowing this inherent 
inthem, ſhe 1s reſolure to propoſe it to them: 
So taking time at advantage, ſhe firſt tells Piery, 
that her defire is to have her ſiſter Bapti/tinu 
ſtifled in her bed, and promiſeth to gain Ber- 
#ardo to be her husband, and to give them where- 
with to maintain them when maried, if ſhe will 
conſent with him to undertake and perfor her 
requeſt, Theſe promiſes, eſpecially that of Bernar- 
do (o prevail,as the conſents, ſo ſwearing her to ſe- 
crecie, within a day or two after, ſhe boords her 
fervant Bernardo upon the ſame - buſineſs , and 
promiſeth him, if he will perform it, to give him 
an hundred and fifry Duckatoons, yearly Annui- 
ty during his life, that he ſhall mary Pierya, and 
that her (elf will be a continuall friend unto them; 
whereto without any rubs he alſo conſents; (o ta- 
king him to her cloſet and (ending for Pjerya, ſhe 
contracts them together, and ſo ſwearing ſecrecie 
to each other, they part. Bur the next, our 
Bernardo and Pzerya defire they may be maricd 
before rhey accompliſh the buſineſs, but 4ma- 
rantha will not hear of that, ſo they agree to 
ſtay till the work be over, ſo as ſhe will give 
him her promiſed Annuicy written and ſigned 
with her own hand; which becauſe the cannot 
well refuſe , ſhe then and there doth in theſe 
enſuing terms. 


In 
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N conſideration that my Servant Bernardo 

do eſpouſe, and take to bis wife my Chambers 
maid Picrya, I do promiſe, that ( after the con- 
ſummation thereof ) upon my fidelity and honoury 
I will yearly give and pay unts the ſaid Bernar= 
do, or his Aſiens, during all the term of his 
life, the full and entire ſum of one hundred and 
fhfty Duckatoons of Florence money, and it 
witneſs and teſtimony of this truth, 1 bereunts 
ſubſcribe my name, 

A marantha. 


And now things thus in a readineſs, to facili- 
tate rhe delign, as it were on purpoſe, ry eas 
ſendsto Malevola to deal effetually and ſcererly 
with Pierya , for her return to Florence to her 
ſervice z whereto there needs not many reaſons 
to draw her, for ſhe agrees to the mct on, £06cs 
to Florence, is re-entertained by her miſtreſs with 
love and gifts, 

Fifteen dayes after (according to appointment) 
Bernardo arrived by night at Strex; his houſe in 
Fiorence, and at one of the clock after miduight, 
hnds the little garden door open , and Pierye 
there waiting to receive him , ſhe leads him to the 
outer door of her Lady Bapti/tina*s chamber, and 
having two pillowes ready, gives one to Bernardo» 
and keeps the other to her ſelf; fo putting off 
their ſhoes, they lofcly encer the chamber, and 
with their pillowes ſtifle her ſoundly {l>eping ar.d 
ſnoring, and thrult a handkerchief into her 
mourh, 

4 The Tragedy thus finiſhed, away they $0 by 

e way as they came, where Bernardo raking his 
horſe, with a multitude of kiſſes they part,he pros 
miling to return within a monech aud mary hex. 


Th 
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Fhus Bernardo galloping through the ſtreers, 
his horſe ſtumbles and fals with him to the ground, 
whereof he brake his neck, and preſently dyed : 
All that nighe Berxardo's dead body lay in the 
ſtreer, ,uneſpyed of any mortal eye, bur the 
morning once appearing, it was found, 'and jndg- 
ed to be by the fall off a horſe, becauſe they found 
a Horſe ſtragling wichourt his Rider near 
him. 

The body is preſently expoſed ro the Criminal 
Tudges, who forthwith cauſe his pockets to be 
ſ:arched , where they find the before nominated 
promiſe of a yearly annuicy.and chereupon they 
eonfidencly believe this dead man to be Bernard 
Amarantha®*s (ſervant, and therefore think fit to ac- 

 QuaintStrenz herewith But the news was before the 

*}Judges meſſengers, which ſo amazed Pi-rya, that 
{he prefently __ out of doors, and berakes her 
ſelf to the leaſt frequented, and moſt remore 
ſtreet of the Ciry, By this crime the Officers are 
come to Streni*'s houſe, and ſhew him the paper, 
who faith it is his daughters own hand, where- 
upon they ask for Aramanthz and her maid Pjerya, 
be tells the firſt is at his Mannour of Cardura, bur 
the ſecond now im rhe houſe ſerving his eldeſt 
daughter Baptifiina; they demand toſee her, but 
being ſought cannot be found no where; they go 
to Baptiſtina's Chamber, but finds the door {hur, 
and no body to anſwer: Theſe circumſtances en- 
crealing their fearand ſufpirion, rhey cauſe the 
door to be forced open, where then they find the 
Lady Bapt:/tiza dead, and almoſt cold, in her bed, 
and upon view judge her to be ſtifled, 

Hereupon the Judges ſuppoling dead Bernardo , 
as alſo Pierya and Amarantha allto have a hand in 
Baptifiing's death, confirmed alſo in that omg d- 
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by Pierya's flight, they eaufe a quick ſearch to be 
made with ſuch ſpeed , that within three houres 
ſhe is found at a poor Annts Houſe of hers, 


-who was a Landreffe, named Eleanors 'Fracaſa, 


The Judges adverciſed hereof, convent her be- 
fore them, and by vertue of that paper of the 
annuity,charge both her and her lover Bernardo to 
be aftours, and Amarantha at leaſt acceſſzry, if noc 
aurthour of Baptif#ina's death. Ar firſt ſhe ftoucly 
denies all, bnt ſhe is commicred to priſon, and {o 
forthwith cocherack; at the ſight whereof her 
courage fo abated, thar ſhe confeſſed thac ſhe and 
Bernardo had ſtifled the Lady Baptif#ina in her bed; 
bur conſtantly afhrmed that Amarantha was inno- 
cent. Sothe Judges condemn her to be hanged 
for the ſame,but firſt chey ſend her back ſo priſon, 
and very early the next morning, fecretly ſend a-- 
way three of their Officers to ferch Amarantha to 
Florence, confident of her guilt in the death of her 
Siſter. 

Amarantha not dreaming of any of the aforeſaid 
paſſages, was looking out of a window for 
Bernardo's coming, where abour ten a clock before 
dinner, ſhe ſees three men enter the houſe, appa- 
relled like Florentines, wherear ſhe wonders,bur by 
this time they are brou ght to her, to whom chey 
report, that her Father had ſent them ro condat 
her ſpeedily to Florence; where the policy of the 
Sergeants 1s ſo prevalent, that they ſpeedily pack 
up their trunks, ſo dine, and then take Coach and 
horſe for F lorence; where arrived,inſtead of carry- 
ing her to her fathers houſe, they clap 
her up cloſe priſoner in the Common Goal of that 
Ciry,and chen (end her Governeſle to rell her fa- 
ther thercof. 

Aramantha thus impriſonned is debarred to 

ſpcas 
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fpeak with any,or any with her,and the next morn- 
ing is ſent for before her Judges toa privare exa- | 
mination;where they ask herall the circumſtances? 
concerning Baftiſftina's death, bur ſhe denies alt: 
They policickly tell Aramantha, that in regard of 
her youth & beauty,& of her fathers age and nobi= 
lity, they delire & icend to ſave her,and therefore 
pray her to confelſe the truth , riot - that. they 
want proofs ſufficient, for having cauſed Pjerya to 
be executed for the ſame that morning, ſhe con- 
feſſedirto them ar her death, yea and dyed 
thereon, At which ſpeeches Amarantha wholly 
vanquithed, falls on her knees, and acknowledges 
her (elf to be the prime authour of her Siſter 
Baptiftina*s murther, and (o they adjudge her to be 
hanged the next daya,t the common place of exe- 
cution in company cf Pzery, . 
he next morning about cen a clock they are 

brought to the deſtined place of execution, where 
Pierya firft mounting the ladder, contelled again 
her crime, and (o with ſome idle expreſſions of 
her love to Berxtardo, was turned over, Next on 
the ſame ladder appears Aremanthe, and there 
did confeſs, that ſhe had not only cauſed her f1- 
ſter Baptijtiza ro be ſtifled in her ved by Benardo 
and Pierya, bur alſo,thar her ſelf and her ſaid (i- 
{ter had formerly poyloned their Elder fifter 7a- 
quinta, and ſo conjured the Executioner ro do his 
o:tice, which ke did ; which done, by a ſecond ſens 
rence her body is after dinner þurnt co aſhes for 
the firſt. | 

The ſame Jndges cauſed alſo Bexardo's body 
for two whole dayes to be hanged by his feet in 
his (tirc on the ſame Gallows, and then to be caſt 
in the river 4r20. 

And thus was the deſerved ends and condigne 
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puniſhments of theſe wretched and execrable mur- 
thers, and in this manner did the juſt revenge, 
and ſacred juſtice of God , meer and triumph over 


them and their bloody crimes. | 
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HIST. XXII. 


* Monfredo and Cecilliana, » 


The Contents, 

Martino' poyſoxeth his brother Pedro, and murthe« 
reth Monfredo in the ſtreet : He afterwards 
growes mad, and in confeſſion reveals both theſe 
his murthers to Father Thomas bis ghofily Fa 
ther: Who afterwards dying, reveals it by bis Let- 


| ter to Cecilliana , widow to Monfredo, and fifter 


to Pedro aud Martino 3; heth firſt; bis 
right band cut off, and there iz hanged for the 

ſame, 
N the ancient City of Burgos , in the Province 
of old Caſtile, in Spain, there lately dwelt a” 
noble and rich old Gentlewoman termed Dora 
Catherine Antunez, who had by her deecaſed 
Husband Don Roderigo, De Kic a/ds, two Sous 
P Don 
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Don Pedro and Don Martine, and one Daughter 
'called Dox Cecilliana ; to this young Lady a young 
gallant named Don Balthazer De Monfredo bears 

a ſingular affe&ion,and both publickly and private- 

ly proclaims her to be his miſtreſs, and himſelf 
her ſervant; and if he afie& and defire Cecilliane 

= his wite, no leſs doth ſhe Monfredo for a hus» | 
band. 

Cecilliana ( her mother being fickly ) takes 
frequent liberty in her Coach ,to vific the fra- 
grant fields; thither comes Monfredo, where leap- 
ing from his Coach into hers, they at firſt fami- 
liarly kiſs and confer, and in few of theſe meet- 
ings they agree to be man and wife: So he 
gives hera rich Diamond ring, and ſhe recipro- 
cally returnes him a preſent of Gold bracelets 
in token of mariage, but conclude to bear it 
ſecretly from all the World for a time, and thac 
; a moneth after,and not before he ſhall ſeek her pub- 

lickly in mariage. 

So when the moneth is paſt, Monfredo very 
fairly ſeeks her of her mother in mariage, and 
likewiſe acquaints her two brothers with - his 
affetion to their fiſter 3 and with his beſt 
art and eloquence endeavours to gain their con- 
ſents thereunto, As for her mother, ſhe abſolutely 
denies co beſtow her Daughter on bim, nay, for- 
bids him her company , and conjures him to for- 
bear her houſe ; celling him that ſhe hath alrea- 
dy engaged her promiſe ro Don Alonſo Delrio, 
that he ſhall mary her, yer he again and again 
ſollicites her. conſenr, but ſees it is loſt las 
bour, for her anſwer is ſhll one and the ſame, 
As to her brother Don Pedro, he finds him well af- 
teted rotheir love, contemping Delrio , and pro- 
miling Monfredo his beſt afliftance rowards his: 

" mo» 
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mother for the effe&ing of their defires. Bur her 
younger brother Don Martino is of a contrary hu- 

roar: andte)ls him plainly, chat De{rio muſt and 
ſhall mary his ſiſter, and none bur he. As for Ce- 
Cillianz her ſelf, ſhe {lights De/rio, and let her mo- 
ther ſay what ſhe will, DeJr;jo what he can; and 
her brother Martino what he dare, yet they ſhall 
ſee, that ſhe will be wife conone but Monfredo, and 
that either He or Her grave ſhall be her Huf- 
band. 

The mother ſeeing her daughter perſevere in 
her avernels,relates it to her ſon Dox Martino, whe 
neither loving his brocher, or fifter; incenſeth his 
mother againſt her, ſaying,it would be furr better to 
wary her to a Nunnery than a beggar; to which the 
mocher inclines, and (o reſolves to give her daugh- 
ter to God and the Church. Bur Dox Pedrs not- 
withſtanding all their ſecrecy, hath perfe& intelli- 
gence thereof, and means to prevent them; to 
which end, he ſends for Delrio, to the Cordeliers 
Church, and there relates to him his friendlkip, 
which forceth him to inform him, tha: ic is bur loft 
labour co ſeek his tiſter Ceci/l;iana,ſhe ( ro his know+ 
ledg) being already firmly contrafted to Monfredo : 
Delrig thanks Don Pedro for his love, and vowes to 
him, that he will henceforth no more defire or 
ſeek his ſiſter 1n mariage, Don Martino naderſtan- 
ding Delris's falling off from his ſifter to proceed 
from Don Pedro, is extremely in choler; whereup- 
on the two brothers fall at contention, and many 
bitter words pals berween them ; which tongue 
combat , redounding to Don Pedro*s glory, and 
Martino's ſhame, is fo mad that not daring publick, 
he vows a private revenge, and fo refolves ro 
murther h it, bur firſt goes trohirs Mocher and in- 
formes her that ics his brother which hech bear/© 
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off Delrio from ſeeking his fiſter in mariage, and ſo 
again perſwades Her to . put Cecilliaus into 
a Nunnery, which the mother promiſeth to effe@} 
fhorely. 

Dox Pedro in the meanwhile tells his ſiſter Cecil- 
liana and her Lover Monfredo all theſe paſlages, 
which they hear with laughter as being reſolute 
to, prevent them; ſo renewing their vowes 
each to other before Dex Pedro , leaving the pro- 
grefſe of their affe ion to God, they for that time 

art. 

n In the interim Doxa C.atheriaa the mother, and 
Martin» the younger brother endeavour by me(- 
ſages, letcers and promiſes, to reclaim Delrio to 
proſecute his ſtut to Ceci/ltana; but his aſſurance 
to Don Pedro ſticks ſo cloſe to him, that all means 
prove ineffeual, yea underſtanding ſome clan- 
deſtine deſign to bein hand againſt Cecilliana and 
her Menfredo, he thinks fit ro ſignifie firſt his in-+ 
tention of not further urging his ſuite, and then 
co give notice of that which might be attempt- 
ed againit their contents : Which he doth in this 
manner, | 


Delrio to Cecilliana. 


| I: heretofore informed by our brother Don 
Pedro, of your dear affettion to Monfredo, 
and of your conſtant reſolution to make bim your 
Husband, T held my ſelf bound to ſurceaſe my ſuite 
to you, and,no more to firive to make impoſſibili= 
ties poſſible, in perſevering to ſeek you in mariage 
whom I ſee another muſt obtain aud injoy. And 
to the end you may perceive my former affection, 
hall jiill ſpine to you in my future rote 3 \ I can> 
not conceal what may prejudice yolt : 07 _ 

; that 
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that your mother and brother Martino have ſome 
irregular deſign in contemplation, again your 
content and tranquility; which howſoever they 
ſeem to ſhadow with falſe colours, making Reli= 
gion therr pretext, yet you will ( if you prevent 
it not ) find in the end that their malice to your 
lover Monfredo is the true and only cauſe thereof.- 
Be cautions and wary therefore,and then doubt not 
but that your affeftions and fortunes will at 
laſt ſucceed according to your merits and ex«» 
peftation. Delrio, 


This noble reſpe& of Delrio in giving over his 
ſuite to her, and his honeſt courteſy expreſſed in 
his reſpe&ful Letrer,they very bighly applaud and 
approve, eſpecially Cec:[l;ana, who knoweth not 
how to receive it with Macitude ſufficient, but at 
ks ooo return him infinice thanks by his own 
meſſenger. Which done, Moxfredo by her conſenc 
and the advice of Dox Pero, thinks ft once again 
rotry Catherina's reſolution,whether ſhe will give 
her conſent orno: To this effet Don Monfredo 
rakes his Coach and goes dire&ly to the houſe, 
ſends up his name and defires to kifle her hand; buc 
ſhe ſends him a peremptory denyal, and commands 
him todepart, andever hereafter to forbear her 
houſe. Dox Martino laughs at this humour of his 
mother, but Moxfreds knowing Don Pedro and 
Cecillianato be in their coach raking the air, drives 
thicher rowards them, and pleaſantly relates his 
entertainment, whereat they all laugh as expe&- 
ing no other. 

But the next morning , the Lady Catharina 
ſends for her daughter Ceci//iana inco the garden 
ro her, where ſhe begins to rail at Monfredo,urging 
to her his poverty, which ſhe ſaith will ruine her; 
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but Cecilliana not able to digeſt it, anſwers, That 
it is vain for her to diſparage Monfredo,or attempt 
to draw her affettion from him :and therefore prayes 
her to love him for her ſake. Her mother weeps 
to ſee her thus obſtinate,and reſolves to mew her 
up and betake her toa Nunnery; and therefore 
calming her looks, ſhe tells her, that in regard 
ſhe will not conſent ro mary Delrio, and her (elf 
reſolved againſt Moxfredo, that therefore ſhe ſhall 
be wife to neither, bur ſhe will eſpouſe her to God 
& his holy Church:But Cecil/:ana declares her dif- 
like tro be made a Nun with many reaſons, vowing 
fhe had rather beg with Moxfeedo; ſo making a 
low reverence ſhe departs, and leaves her mother 
alone in the.Garden, who ſhortly afcer returning 
to her chamber, tells her fon Martins the whole 
eonference : Cetill;ana doth the like to her bro- 
ther Don Pedro,and Monfredo, who bid her be of 
good courage; and the berter ro prevent intime, 
what otherwiſe they may repent, they agree, that 
ſhe ſhall be ſtollen away by Monfreds by - night,and 
that Dox Pedro ſhall aſiſt ro make the eſcapezſp they 
part. Bur Ceci/l;jana is no looner in her chamber, 
þur it is made her priſon,and Martino her Jailer, 
She weeps at this cruelty of her Mother and br o- 
ther; Dox Pedro and Monfredo conſult bow to 
remedy rhis evill,and can find no becter expedient, 
t han that Cecilliang ſhall make her mother be- 
lieve, thar having changed ber n:ind, ſhe is reſolv- 
gd to leave Moufreds,and to live and die in a Nun- 
nery. According herennto Ceci/lisna aRts her 
parc well; which makes her mother rejoyce at her 
converſion, ſoa ſet day is appoinicd for her en- 
trauace, Which day now drawing near, the Lady 
A bbeſſe is dealt with, ber Cell p-ovided, her Nuns 
gpparel made, and all her chici friends and kin- 
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dred invited to a ſolemn feaſt, to- celebrate our 
new holy ſiſters mariage to God and rhe Church : 
Whiles the mother and Martine are thus bufied, 
Dox Pedro and Monfredo reſolve the very night be- 
fore her entrance,to ſteal her away; whereof no- 
tice being given _to her, the packs up all hey Jewels 
and bracelets in a ſmall casker, and with her faid 
brother Dox Pedro, about midnight goes forth of 
her chamber,ſo through the garden to a poſterne, 
where Monfreds waited for her with his coach and 
ſix excellent horſes; whereinto entering they 
ſpeedily drive away to Valdebelle, a Mannour 

Houſe of his ſome eighr Leaugs from Burgos. 
Don Pedro lyes the next morning long a bed the 
better to colour out his ignorance of his fiſters 
flight;but his mother is early up, &(ends her waiting 
woman to her daughter co apparel her, toſee ſome 
ladieswho. were come to take their leave of hers 
Felicia the chambermaid returnes and faich,that the 
chamber-door is ſhat, whereat ſhe hath knocked and 
called, but can get ns anſwer. Martino. and his 
mother gothither, force open the door, arid. find 
the neſt, bur che bird is flown; hereat they both 
rage and ſtorm, bur chiefly Martino, who ſaith, 
that be dare ingaye hi life that his brother is acceſſary 
to ber flight, and gone with her ; So they run to his 
chamber, but find him in his bed faſt afleep, or at 
leaſt ſeeming ſo; they awake him and tell him the 
news,whereat he appears to be very angry,$& . prof- 
fers khis mother his beſt endeavours to recover 
his Sifter. But Martino ſayes, all theſe ſpeeches 
gre counterfeit, Whereat Do# Pedro gives him the 
lye, and feconds it with a box on the Ear; which 
angers the mother, but Pedro leaves her among 
her neighbours nonping, and calling for his horfe 
under colour to find our his Siſter, rides to Y a/4e- 
P 4 belle 
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belle to her and —_— ſtayes theireight daies; 
ſees them ſolemn|y but ſecretly maried,and ſo re- 
turns tO Burgos,pretending notto hear any newes 
of her. - 

Don Martino at his returne, ſwears revenge a- 
gainſt him for the lye and box on the ear; where- 
fore he procureth a pair of poyſoned perfumed 
gloves, and infinuates them into Dox Pedro*s hand 
and wearing , the invennomed ſent whereof in 
lefle than two dayes poyloneth him, (o he is found 
dead in his bed, asit was given our, of an im- 
poſthume which broke with in him, and fo is pri- 
vately,and whirhout any ſolemniry buryed.” Bur 
Monfredo and his wifeCeci/liana infinitly grieve and 
lament for his ſudden death, as having loſt a con- 
ſtant and ſure friend, and ſuſpe& Martino to have 
murthered him. 

By this time Catherina perfe &ly knowing her 
daughter to be at Va/lebelle with Monfredo, the 

ſends Martino thither co demand her. Ar h18 ar- 

rival and admiſſion to ſpeak with her, here- 

bukes her for her diſobedience, and rhen checks- 
Don Moxnfredo of difhonour , for harbouring her; 

and therefore demands him to reſtore her, Cecil- 

liana firſt weeping, anſwers; that for her return to 

ber mother, or her ſtay at Valdebelle, ſhe whol:y re« 

fers it to Don Monfredo, in whoſe pleaſure therein ſhe 

will acquieſce; and withall tells him, She thought he 

bad come to condole with her for Don Pedro's death. 


But Moxfredo galled with Martino's baſe ſpeeches © 


faith, if any other had uttered them, his ſword ſhould 
hgve made them recant their errour;and as to his fiters 
Tay at Valbelle, he is confident, ſhe #s ſafer there 
with bim, than his noble brother Don Pedro was in bis 
wothers houſe. And (o with ſhort ceremonies and 
e£0lg entertcinmeptzhe returnes to Burgos,and or 
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his mother that he finds it impoſſible ro divert his 
ſiſters reſolution.So going to his chamber,he rumi - 
nates of Moxf. words of Peddro's death 3 to filence 
which for the furure, he intends co murther Mox- 
fredo: So hearing that he was one day in the Ciry, 
he waiting for him, as he iſſued forth of his houſe 
at night,he wich a ſmall carget and dark lanthorne, 
and his rapier drawn in his right hand, runs him 


, twice through the body; of which wounds he pres 


ſently fell down dead in the. Streer, which bloody 
maſſacre a&ed, he ſecretly gets home and goes to 
bed. 

In the morning Don Monfredo's murthered body 
is found,and the news thereof after dinner arrives 
at Valdebelleto the knowledge of Cecilliana; who 
pityfully weeps and mourns thereat, vehemently 
ſuſpeFing Martino for his death: And co informe 
her (elf of che rruth,goes to a wizard but to no pur=- 
poſe,for ke can tell her.nothing,fo recurning home; 
the continues her mourning inwardly and out- 
wardly. 

Martins guilty now of thefe ewo murthers, for 
two or three monechs is cheerful enough, burnow 
his conſcience begins to torment him, ſo char he 
is only accompanyed with horrour, terrour and 
deſpair, which much grieves his mother : Nay ſo 
increaſeth his deſpair , that he grows abſolutely 
frantick, and in on of his mad firs runs and finds 
Father Thomas his Confeſſour,and to him reveals, 
how he had poyſoned his brother Dox Pedro , and 
murthered Monfredo. 

Not long after this, Father Thomy falls extreme 
fick of a pluriſy even to death, who then revoking 
tonind the former confeſſion made by Martino,he 
writesa leccer, the which he chargech his own (i- 
ſtep Cyr;il/a to deliver jnta. Gecilliano's own hand 

three 
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three dayes after his burial, and in three weeks 
afcer Father Thomas dyes. 

In the meantime the L.Cetherina again ſends her 
ſon Don Martino toV aldebelle, to ſollicite his'fiſter 
ro returne and to live with her in Byrgos;ſo thither 
( though unwillingly ) he rides,and there delivers 
his mothers will and meſſage to her; to whom ſhe 
_ kind entertainment, and prayes himto tell 

er mother, that ſhe will conlider her requeſt, 
and either bring or ſend her her reſolution ſhortly. 
So he departs, and ſome three dayes after, Cyril- 
1a( Father Thomas his fiſter ) goes to the Lady Ce- 
ciliana and delivers her the prieſt her brothers 
letter, wherein ſhe-finds theſe lines, 


Father Thomas to C ecilliana. 


E!l knowing that the laws of heaven are 

far moreſacred than thoſe of earth,as I now 
lie #n my death bed,ready to leave this life, and 
to fly into my Saviours arms, I could not go in» 
to my grave in peace, before I had ſignified unto 
thee, that very lately thy brother Don Martino 
deliverd unto me in confeſſion, that he firit poy+ 
ſoned thy Brother Don Pedro with a pair of per- 
famed gloves, and then after murthered thy bus- 
band Don Monfredo with his rapier in Burgos. 
I ſend thee this letter by my fiter Cyrilla, whom 
I dave firicly charged to deliver it to thee three 
dayes after my burial. Becauſe I bold it moſt 
conſonant to my profeſſion, that not my life but 
death, ſhould herein violate the ſeal of confeſſion, 
this news coming to thee,indeed not from me, but 

from God. 
Father Thomas, 


Ceci- 


C1* 
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Cecilliano having read over this letter, isin a 
very great perplexity of ſpirit, as not knowing 
what courſe to take, but at laft,ſhe takes her coach 
and goes to Burgos, and there dire&ly to the Cor- 
rigadors; and before them accuſeth her brother 
Martino to be the bloody murtherer of her brother * 
Pedro and her own husband; and for proof produ- 
ceth Father Thowg his letter. 

"The Judges read it and are amazed, ſending for 
Cyrilla, and examine her , who relates all as a- 
fore ſer down: Whereupon they ſend out a warrant 
for his apprehenfion, and he is ſoon taken 'and 
brought before them; he is accuſed of the faid 
murthers,and they produce the letter,Cyri/la and 
Cecilliana as Evidence and Witneſſes; he denyes all 
the circumſtances: But being put to the rack, ar 
the ſecond corment confefſerh himſelf guilty of 
both the murthers. For which he-is condemned, 
the next morning to have his right hand cur off 
and bnrnt, and himſelf to be hanged ar 
the common place, of execution: Where being 
come and aſcended the ladder, putting the rope a- 
bour his neck with more haſt and deſperarion than 
repencance,he caſt himſelf off che ladder and was 
hanged. 


HIST. 
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Sophia and her Son Alphonſo. ” 


The Contents. __ 

_ Alphonſo poyſoneth his own Mother Sophia, and afte 

' ſhoots and kills Caſſino in his garden with a Carbin 

' from a window. He # beheaded ſor theſe tw 
marthers, then burat and bis aſhes thrown into th 
River. ; 


Ol 
Ec 


dwelt a rich Canon of a Cathedral , name i 

Alofins Caſfino, who had a ſweet young Gentle-P*"' 
woman to his Neece named DoxnaEteanora,whoſeſf"<* 
| deecaſed mother lefc her very young and rich; when © 
her uncle Caſizo,being the neareſt herin blood,takesF"* | 
her into his prote&ion,giving al manner of breeding q 
& education requiſite in a Gentlewoman of herf? q 
ranck;and the berrer to make her perfe& in vertues,[" 
he carefully ſends her in his coach to Caſſalin' the}? * 
Marquiſate of Mountferrat, to the Lady Margquerita| 
Sophia a widow Genclewoman, very vertuous, for " 


i the City of Vercely(in Piedmount)there latelyf 


Thus with her waiting maid and one man ſer- 
vant 


s 
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OXY Lant ſhe arrives there, and is by Sephia received 
wich much joy: Applauding Cefino's honoura- 
ble care of this* his Neece, who ſhe hopes in 
ad few Years will be a moſt accompliſhed Gentle- 

+ woman. 
? Caſſino did well to place his young Neece with 
the Lady Sophia, bur ill in forgetring thiar ſhe had 
a debauched young man to her ſon named Seigni- 
eur Alphonſo, whoſe vitious life made him the 
laughter and piry of all Caſſa/. This young man 
ſeeing ſo ſweet a beauty and ſo great an heir as 
Eleanora, fallen into his mothers hands, he ſecret- 
ly courts her, but ſhe ſcorns him. He grows int- 
portunate, but finding it not to prevail, he ac- 
quaints bis mother therewich, who forbids him ro 
proceed any further, unleſs he will ſwear to re- 
form himſelf;” which he vowes on his, knees to do, 

and accordingly leaves his lewd courſes, 
| Caſino comes over tliree ſevera] times ro Caſſu! 
to ſee his Neece : Sophia entertains him the beſt ©. 
e may, and charges her ſon during his ſtay not 
o motion a word to Caſino of his affetion to his 
Neece; ſu there is not yer any word ſpoken there- 
ff, bur ſecretly layes wait at Vercely, ro know 
nhen Caſino will have his Neece home, and three 
Sneeks before that time ſhe holds. it fir to motion 
tro him; which in fair and honourable manner 
e doth. But Caſino is not a little Giſpleaſed 
ing mich her ambition in defiring bis Neece for a wife 
o her ſon; as knawing the mothers weak eſtate, 
ndthe Sons corrupt converſarion, Yet taking 
onotice thereof, he exculeth himſelf, thar be 
6 ath already diſpoſed his Neece, and their moti- 

foo. him for her came roo late. 

Three weeks after this anſwer, not tk.inking his 
cece to be ſafe in Caſſul, he ſends over his coach 
and 


ant 
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and one of his ſervants to bring her home, writing 
a Gratulatory Letter 'to the Lady Sophia 
for her honourable Education and entertain» 
ment. 


; Caſſino to Sophia. 
His beretofore privately contratted* my 


Niece Eleanora to # husband, his requeft 
and my promiſe now require that I take her from 
you in Caſſal, to give her to him here in Vercely: 
To which effe I here ſend my coach and ſervant 
to you for her, and deſire you to return her to me, 
with yonr beſt prayers : And had not God viſited 
me with ſickneſſe, my reſelution for her return ha4 
wot been ſo ſudden. And if my age cannot re- 
quite your honourable care towards her, I hope ber 
youth will hereafter endeavour to free me of that 
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debt and her ſelf alſo, till when, as T will not fail ® 

' to give it a place in my heart, ſo I am ſure ſhe 

will allot it one in her remembrance: In which Þi 

mean time I forget not my chiefeſt reſpeds,ſ| 

fir to your ſelf, then to your Son. Godſl 

give us all his grace that we may live and die bit 

ſervants. a « 
Caſlino, 

aft 

This letter vexes both Sophia and her Sonfſ '5' 

as ſeeing thereby their hopes fruſtrated; where- te: 

fore Sophia ar her ſons intreary, opens the mat-N 2+ 

rer to her; but Eleanora is deaf to her moti- " 


on, and is fo far from hearkening thereto, that 
ſhe will nor ſo much as ſee Alphonſo- 

Thus breakfaſt ended, and the Coach ready, *N4 
Eleanora departs to Vercely to her Uncle Caſiſ- 
9. Bur Sophia will not be thus repulſed, h 
agaif 
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again moves Caſſixo for his Neece; who very 
angry, that ſhe ſhould ſo difrepe& him, as 
not to give credit to his words, that he had 
precontra&ted her, very ſharply, returnes her 
the ſame anſwer as before; wirhall proteſting 
for the future never to hearken to any moti- 
ons of that kind from her: Which ſo vexeth 
Alphonſo, that he returnes to his old vices 
and the knowledge thereof makes his mother 
vow, that ſhe will never open her mouth in his 
behalf ro Caſino any more. This reſolution of 
the mother breeds bad blood in the Son ; for he 
thinks, if he can bur diſpatch his mother , he 
ſhall chen be fole Lord of her wealth, and then 
that his eſtate would ſoon induce Cafizo and E- 
leawors to accept of his affe&ion; ſo he pro- 
vides himſelf of poyſon, which he ftill carries 
about him, waiting an opportunity to admi» 
niſter it. 

Alphonſs*'s return to his vices ſo diſtempers 
his mother, that ſhe falls fick of a burning fea. 
ver ; toallay wkolſe hear ſhe cauſeth ſome Al- 
mond milk co be made her, compounded with ma- 
ny could herbs, and drinks thereof rhree times 
a day. 

T he third day of ber fickneſs, walking in the 
afrernoon in the garden with her Son, ſhe 
is ſuddenly ſurpriſed with the Symprome of her 
feaver , where fitting down, and cauling her 
maid to hold her head, ſhe prayes her ſon to 
fetch her a bottle of Almond milk ; the whick 
he doth, bur firſt poures his poyfon chereinto,and 
then givesit h:r, who drinks two great draughts 
thereof, when a ſwear preſencly overſpreading 


her face, and ſhe begining ©o look pale; he 


cryes our and calls for a chair , (ſo ſhe is broughe 
co 
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to. her chamber and Jaid in her bed, and with- 
In few hours afrerward dyes, and by her Son 
and ſervants is, coftined -up, and ſpeedily with 
much coſt and pomp buried 

The- newes of Sophia's death, runs from 
Caſſal to Vercely, where Caſino and Eleanora 
underſtafiding thereof, exceediagly lament and 
ſorrow for it. The (aid Eleanore being now grown 
mariagable, in regard of her great eſtate and 
vercues ( as being the. declared heir of her Un- 
cle Caſſino ) ſhe 1s ſought of many noble Gen- 
tlemen : But her Uncle at laſt, privately ma- 
ries her to Seigniew Hieronymo Braſciano a 
rich Gentleman, who was nephew and heir to 


the Biſhop of Yercely; but in regard of their / 


tender years on both ſides, they were not per- 
mitted to bed together,' 

Bur now we muſt return to A/phonſs, who 
deſperately gives himſelf over to all vices, con- 
ſuming all his time in licentious riots; 1n 
the nndſt of which follies he remembers Elea- 
ora, (o apparelling himſef and ſervants very 
richly, he rides over to Vercely, and becomes 
an importunate ſuijter, both to Caſino and 
Eleauorazabut all in vain; yer he obſtinately 
perſiſts, which makes Caſino tel] hingin plain 
termes, that his. Neece is maried, and that in 
conlideration thereof, he forbids him his houſe 
and her company : Which unifndneſs Al- 
phonſo takes fo ill, thar quite forgetting himſelf 
ro be aChriſtian, he vowes that he will mur- 
ther Caſino , and ſo concludes the beſt way to 
efte& ir ro be by a Carabine, which many 
times by night he wears about him ; where- 
upon | informing himſelf that every morning 
aud evening Caſsino uſed to walk in his garden 

A- 
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alone, he thinks this a fit place to ſhoot at hims , 


ſo going to a ſmall (Tavern that lay neer to. ;: 


the (aid garden, in diſguiſe about fix in the .e- 
vening : Where pretending to ftay for a friend, 
he goes into a chamber and calls for wine; 
when bolting the chamber door, he opens the 
caſernent and - ſees Caſino walking in his gar- 
den, when dreſſing his firelock, and priming 
it with powder, he lets fly at him; and with a 
brace of bullets ſhoots him into the breſt, 
whereof he fell down dead. 

Aﬀoon as this was ' done, and he put up his 
Carabine, in ſtzad of being able to fly, God 
preſently - ſtruck him into a ſtupified ſwoon 
wherewirh falling to the ground, the noiſe of 
that and his gun cauſed the people below 
to come up; where finding him groveling, 
rhey thoughe he had ſhot 'tnmfelf, which made 
them to take off his cloaths ro ſearch for his 
wounds, but they find noae. Attaſt after an 
hour, opening his eyes pith a diſtrafted look, 
and amazed aa » rather raving than 
ſpeaking ; in the heat of his madneſs, he cries 
out again and again, that he.had murtheced 
Caſsino- And indeed by this time Caſing | is 
found dead 'inthe garden; when ſearching for 
the murtherer they find his horſe at che door 
go up the ſtaigg,, find Alphonſo in bed; when ex- 
amining the FﬀFople of che houſe , they report 
what they knew, as alſo his confeflion that he 
had murthered Caſcins : Whereupon he is appre- 
hended, and the next morning caHMed co his ars 
raignment, when he forſwears kis former con» 
feſlion 3 but the Judges ro produce the truth; 
condemn him to the rack, where, at the firſt 
torments he again confeſſerh all : For which - 
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is ſeirenced rhe next day to be beheaded ; and 
being brought to the ſcatfold, there confefſeththe 
'murther of his morher Sophia by poyſon: So heis 
executed, and as an addirion of puniſhment for his 
mothers death, his body is burnt, and the aſhes 
thrown into the River Ticins. | 

May God of his infigite Grace, ſo confirm our 
faich, that we.may ſecure our ſelves in this world, 
and-our ſouls in that to come. 
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V alfontaine and La Pratiere. 


The Contents. 

Pont Chauſey kz!ls La Roch ix « duel, Quat-briſ- 
ſon cauſeth Moncallier to poyſon Valfontain.Mon- 
callicr after falls and breaks his neck,' Quat-briſ- 
ſon cauſeth Pierot a Milfer to firengle Marieta in 
her bed, and throw the body into the millpond. 
Pierot 3s broken alivelon the wheel, and Quat- 
brifſon firft beheaded then burnt. 

FN Vannesa City of Brittain in France, there 
| of late years dwelta rich and noble Gentleman 
rermed Mounſieur de Careftaing, who by his 
0 


4 


— 


SZ 


Hift. 24. Yalfontaine and La Pratiere © 243 
wife, had two ſons, the eldeſt intituled Monnfieur 
de Qnatbriſſon, and the younger Mounſieur de V als 
fontame, both hopeful Gentlemen. Valfontaine 
lived inthe City of Nants with an [ucle of his na- 
med Monnfieur de Manſey, who fees a young gen- 
tlewoman infinitely fair and beautyful, called 
Madomoyſelle la Pratiere, whom he likes and loves 
fo dearly,that he determines to ſeek her for his 
wife, and (o handſomely and with diſcretion m4a- 
nages his bulineſs, that ſhe conſents to love hin, 
bur prayes him to conceal her affe&ion; 
till he ſhould ſeek her of her Father in ma 
riage. | 
La Pratiere ſoon after leaves Nants and goes 
home to her Father Mounſieur de Penille at gt. Arg- 
naw; whither V alfontaine in ſhort time follows,and 
acquaints her father with his ſuice, and defires his 
conſent; bur he reliſheth nor the motion, «nd fo - 
giving Valfentaine but a cold anſwer, chus for the 
firſt time he takes his leave and rides home toVan- 
nes: Where arriged he tells his Father and mother 
of his afte&ion to Le Pratiere, whereof they ap- 
prove, foV alfontaine prayes his father to ride 0+ 
ver to Penelle to confer with him about this bult- 
neſs, which in regard of the gour which he then 
was troubled with, he was not able ro do; then 
he requeſts his brother O-atbriſſon ro go with him, 
which he willingly yields co ; So followed nobly, 
and with a letter trom their father to Penelle, they 
take horſe and ride to St. Argnaw. Where arriving 
9ratbrifſon delivering his fachers letcer, and ma- 
king a ſhort conference of his bro hers affe&ion to 


' his daughter ; curnes to her, and prayes her to 


walk into the garden, and ſo taking ber by the: 
hand,leads her thither ( her father and his brorher 
being there before ) where he privately. tells her, 
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C tirſt ſwearing her to be ſecret ) that he is capti- 
vated by her beauty, and is ſory that his brother 
had the honour to ſee her before him: La Pratiere 
is ſo incenſed at theſe unexpe&ed ſpecches of 2at- 
briſſon, that bending her brow,ſhe tells him: T hat 
this was not only an ignoble ingratitude, but a baſe 
treachery in bim towards bis brother ; and therefore 
know, that I undervalue you, as much as I highly 
prizeValfontaine; and ſotrips away, leaving him 
alone, but Bnatbriſſon goes toold Penelle, and in 
fair terms informes him of his love to his daughter, 
aſſuring bim that himſelf defireth her to be his 
own wite. | 
Old Penelle likes Qyatbriſſon's motion, yet. would 
not diſpleaſe Vatfontaine; yet overſwaied wich am- 
 bition, he calls his daughter into his cloſer, and 
bids her leave Yalfontaine to love Quatbriſſsxiz but 


ſhe refuſeth it poſitively, notwithſtanding he is 


for the elder, but ſhe will have the younger or 
none: And now 2uatbriſſon invents how to de- 
ceive his brother; to which enqhhe tells him, that 
he finds it impoſible to gain Pexelle*s conſent; and 


-therefore (aith he, et ws go home to marrow ; which 


they here agree to, 
But La Pratiere, ſeeing how things ran contra- 
ry,reſ{olvesto give her Valfontaine a private meet- 


ing, when that night ſending for him to her | 


chamber, ſhe bids him be cheerful, for that in life 
and death ſhe will be his and only is, and that 
| thewill ſend him a letter to YVarnes, to acquainc 
him wich a bnlineſs which her tongue was ſworn to 
ſecr-:Cy in» So he giving her a Diamond ring, and 
ſheiim a pair of pearl bracelets, they take 

leave, 
The next morning, breakfaſt ended,Pex2//e takes 
a'fon &n: airde, a:id in thort germs prayes him 
| hence- 
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henceforth to forbear his houſe, and refrain his 
Daughters company, for that he hath. provided 
another hasband for her. So after ſolemn leave 
taken , the two Brothers take Horſe and a- 
Way. 

Now La Pratiere remembring her promiſe to 
V alfontaine, ewo dayes after his departure ſhe ſends 
him chis letter, 


ay 
— 


Ow 


La Pratiere to Valfontaine, 


I promiſe owes you this letter, whereby I 
give youto underiaud, that 7 know not 
whether you have greater cauſe to love me, or hate 
your brother Quarctbriſſon, in regard he vowes 
he loves me deafer than your ſelf, and hath at- 
tempted to rob you of your wife, which ( if I mi- 
Take not ) is baſe treachery in a brother. Thave 
heard his courting, but for your ſake hate both it 
and himſelf. He hath won my father, but be aſ- 
ſured ( my dear Valfontaine .) that he neither 
can or ſhall draw meto his deſires and if any 
fear ariſe in your th o1ghts,let this diſpell it;that 
althwgh my father have baxiſhed you bis boſe, 
3zet by daughter is reſolved ro retein you in her 
heart,and none but you. Becyou but diſcreet 
therefore,and not paſſionate; and my affection to 
you ſhall fgortly teach your brother to know, that in 
this buſineſſe he ſhall at his own ſhame and yur 
glory, 
La Pratiere. . 


Valfont aine having reccived this letter is all on 
fire againſt his brother, buc Le Pratiere's injunQion 

' ſo prevailed with him, that he keeps under. his 
paſlion, aud returns many thanks to her for b-r 
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courteſy and conſtancy. Qvat5riſon two or three 
dayes after goes to St. Argnayw, where he renews 
his ſuite, bur finds them both;in the ſame humours 
he left them, for Le Pratiereas more &more averſe. 
So that ſeeing his labour loſt,he ſorrowfully rides 
home to Vannes, Duatbriſſon endeavours that his 
brother may not know of his journey , but La 
Pratierethe next day gives him word thereof by 
this her ſecond lerter. 
La Pratiere to Yalfontaine. 


Held it a part of my duty and affefiou to ad- 
vertiſe you, that theſe two dayes I have been 
importunately ſollicited by your unkind Brother 


for mariage, but he hath found my firit to be my * 


laſt anſwer. Tea IT have ſonipt bus bopes, by 
giving bim and my Fatber my infallible reſoluti- 
ont, either ro wed you or my grave, a T think, 
they may well be ſatisfied, and 'not further trouble 
me ; But if your brother will yet make himſelf 
more ridiculous, I will then fallon my knees to my 
Father to haſten his conſent to our mariage. And 
this is my poſitive reſolution, 

$7 La Pratiere. 


Palfoutaine kiſſeth this teſtimony of his dear 
Ladies moſt tender affe&ion, bur fumes inwardly 
at his brothers malice, whereof he is reſolved ro 
tax him, bur firſt returns her reu thouſand thanks 
for her inviolable affe&ion; which done he ſeeks 
out his brother,whom he finds feignedly fick,when 
as it were rejoycing at his preſence he tells hin, 
that bz tender love to La Pratiere hath reduced him 
to that gxtremity;and therefore conjures him for ſav» 
ing of hu life, to-abandon bis love to her, and yield 
up bis intereſt in her to him, at which impudenr 
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requeſt Yalfontaine is [{o inceriſed, that with in- 
dignation, diſdain and choller, he calls him baſe 
and treacherous, vowing to dye ere he conſent to 
ſuch a thought ; and without any other Farewel 
haſtily flings out of his chamber, ITED 

Nuatbriſſom vowes to make his brother _ 
this his peremptory carriage 3 to which effeR, 
three dayes after knowing his brother ro be at 
Nats, he ſeeks out a dear friend of his Meunſitur 
la Roche, whom engaging to be his ſecond, He 
writes this challenge and ſends ic to him by the 
ſame hand: Who finds him at his Uncles houſe with - 
one Mounſieur de pont Chauſey,where he delivers it. 
Wherein were theſe words. 


Quatbrifſon to Valfontaine. 


| ip regard it is impoſſible for both of w t0-enjoy 
the fair LaPratiere to wife; therefore it is 
fit that one of us dye, that the other may ſurvive, 
to be enriched with ſo pretious a treaſure; which 
conſidering, as alſo thy late uncivil carriage to= 
wards me. Therefore find it not range, to ſee 
affeftion give 4 law n0 nature, in inviting thee 
and thy ſecond, to meet me and mine with ſingle 
rapiers, to morrow betwixt two and three after 
dinner, ina fair meadow at the eaft end of St. 
Vallery within a little flight ſhot thereof; where 
thou ſhalt find this Gentleman to bring thee 
ſafely to me , where 1 will wait patiently for 


thee. 
Duatbriſſon. 


Valfontaine ſmiles hereat, and bids Le Roche tell 
his brother that at the appointed hour and place 
he will not fail to meer him, and preſently req 1eſts 

Pont 
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Pont Chauſey to be his ſecond, which he willingly 
agrees to, So the time appointed being come, 
the two brothers with their ſeconds enter the field; 
the principals firſt draw, and after three or four 
brearchings and ſeveral wounds, Valfontaine fo 
ehrives,that he farceth Qnatbriſſox to beg his life , 
which he freely gives him. | 

The principals thus having finiſhed, the ſeconds 
draw near, but port Chanſey thinks it no diſparag- 
ment to refuſe to fight, ftith his principal hath 
foiled his enemy. Bur contrarywiſe La Roche 
will fight, andby no perſwafton will be brought 
to the contrary;chus fighting,he is by pout Chauſey 
killed dead in the fieldza fit reward for his boaſting 
remerity. | 

The news of this Duel arrives to their Father 
. and Mother,and alſoto Nants,and thence to Arg- 
naw; where Pexelle grieves, but La Pratiere re- 
Joyceth at Quatbriſſons foil; and taking advantage 
from thence, with prayers and tears ſhe gains her 


fathers conſent,ſo that in ſhort time after they are | 


ſolemnly maried at St. Argnaw, and with great 
bravery. 

Bnt Qrzatbriſpu continues ſtill in h1s baſe ingra- 
titude to his bratker; and his luſt tu La Pratiere 
reviving ( becauſe he knowes it impoſſible as long 
as Valfentaine lived } hetherefore reſolves to ger 
him poyſoned, andfo deals with his brothers A- 
pothecary Moncallier to 1:1:lerrake and peiform it, 


who for 300 Crownes /-.01itorh to effect and per- 

forme it. Which he (0:1 11 ch: manner, 
Uealjcntaine about fix weeks atcey {ris mariage , 

finds himfelf nuich inclining to a burning fever, 


for prevention whereof he ſends for /\{oucallier tO 
St. Argnaw, where he opens a vein, and takes and 
drays ten onnces of blood from him and towards 
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nighr gives him a gliſter, wherin he infuſed ftrong 
poyſon; which ſo operates, thatthe next morning 
hedyesin his bed, Lz Pratiere melts herſelf in- 
to tears at her husbands ſudden death, fo are all 
both his and her friends, and among the reſt 
Qratbriſſou comes to her to comfort her, but ſhe 
fleights him, as having a ſhrew'd ſuſpicion, thar 
he had a hand in his death, buc in what manner 
ſhe knows not, but leaves to God to diſcover; 
and among many that ſoughr her , at the returne 
of the year ſhe makes choice of pont Cheuſey for her 
ſecond husband, and maries- him. Quratbriſſx 
ſeeing himſelf thus ſleighted,rurnes his love into 
hatred, and gives himſelf over ro whoredom, 
following Strumpets, that his luſtfull heart defires 
all that his eyes can ſee. Among others, hearing of 
a peaſants daughter three miles from Vanzes, 
that was fair and young; he lewdly reſolves to 
tempt her. to his obſcene deſirzs;ſo thither he rides, 
ſees and likes Marieta ( for ſo was ſhe called and 
layes cloſe ſeige to her chaſtity; which her mother 
obſerving in his frequent vihcs, and fearing the 
worſt, forbids him her houfe, adding, that ſhe 
would acquaint his father if he perliſted; at which 
croſs ſpeeches he is muchtroubled,but remembring 
an old fryer named S;mplician, he thought Him 
a fit wwſtrument to gain 'Marjeta for him; co 
which end he ſends for him, tells him his buſineſs 
which the old padda undertakes, and in ſhorttime 
perſwades her co conſent; ſo by an agreemenc, in 
the night Quathriſſo# fetchethher away to his own 
old nurſes houſe,and there ſecretly keeps her ,and 
takes his pleaſure of her, 5: 
Marjeta's Father and Mother. grieve for the lots: 
of their only child, and ſuſpe&ing P»2thriſo co 
Have ftollen her , complain cg his Father and Mo- 


ther 2 
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ther, who ſend for kim and examine him, but ht 
denies all, and calls the old Woman hag to charg® 
him with ſtealing his Daughter ; and thus without, 
any redreſs ſhe goes hoine, and our youngſter to 
his nurſes to Maricte, where leave we him, to 

ſpeak of Moncallier. 
2 1atbriſſon hating ( as is formerly ſaid ) Le 
Pratier, hires Moncallier likewiſe to poyſon her 
for 300 Crownes, which he ſpeedily promiſach 
ro perform: And about two moneths: after her 
fecond mariage ſhe falls fick of a peſtical fever 
Pont Chayſey her husband fetcheth Moncallier, who 
firſt drawes fix ounces of blood from her ( and in- 
rends next morning to give her phylick, wherein 
ſhall be infufed poyſon _) but as he was ready to 
depart, being on the top of the ſtairs comple- 
menting with Poxt Chanſey, he trips in his ſpurs, 
and falling down headlong, breaks his neck, Quat- 
. briſſon hearing thereoh, is neither glad nor ſorrow- 
full, bur froliking with Marzete, till now itzis ge- 
nerally known that he keeps her; whereof her 
Father and Mother informed, repair again to 
9natbriſſins Father, and beſeech- him to reſtore 
them their Daughrerz they promiſe her afliſtance 
and to ſearch their tenants houſes, which their 
Son hearing of about midnight, cauſerh Pjerot his 
Fathers nuller to fetch Marjeta from the nurſes 
houſe to the Mill-houſe, where at length ſhe proves 
with child ; when ſeeing her ſad condirion, tbe be- 
gins to repent of her folly, eſpecially finding her 
lover 2natbriſſon to look more ſtrange on her than 
accuſtomed, but how to remedy it, ſhe knowes 

not. 

9natbriſon now deals with the miller to mary 
Marieta, but he down right refuſeth him. And 
poor Marietes beſcecheth him either to provide 
hec 
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her a hasband or permic her to go-home, which 
with words daily vexed, he abſents himſelf from 
her, yea, and art laſt refuſerh plainly to ſee her. z 
ſhe exclaims at his ingratitude, and prayes Prerot 
to ſpeak to his young Mater in her behalf: Pzerat 
finds him out, but infteed of comfort, they con- 
clude to murther her, ſo for che feelimple of 
his mill, Pzeror within three dayes with a ſmall * 
cord ſteals into her chamber and ftrangles her 5 
when carrying her tothe mill boat in the pond, 
and faſtening a piece of a mill ſtone ro her nnddle 
with a ſtrong vew rope, throwes ir inco the deepeſt 
place of the pond. | 

The next morning away goes the miller, and 
tells his young maſter what he had done; who 
both joy in their villany exceedingly, #* -: - 

A moneth is ſcarce paſt, bur Pont Chauſey;::( Le 
Pratieres ſecond husband ) wich ſome other Gen- 
tlemen, his friends, have a mind to hunt a duck ; 
and make choyce of this very mill pond for their 
ſport ; where the dack and two dogs are no ſooner 
in, but when they come tothe place where Mari- 
eta was ſunk and tyed, they leavethe duck and 
howle,8&bark at each other wichour ſtirring thence: 
Which the Gentlemen obſerving , they preſently 
imagine that ſome body was drowned there, but 
ere they proceed ro ſearch, they wil! make ano- 
ther tryall; ſo for that time calling off their 
dogs, afrer dinner they return, the Spaniels do 
as they did in the morning, which confirmes their 
jealouſie; ſo they deſire to draw up the fluce, 
and ler the water our of the pond , whereto the 
guilty Miller is very unwilling, ſo the Genclemen 
ſeem co deſiſt, bur go into the mill and play at”: 
cards for wine, which Pjergt proffers to fetch- * 
from the town ( there being none nearer }) ſo «+ 

way 
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way gots he, and they in the mean while draw up 
the ſhuce , and by that time the water is half out, 
they ſee the dead body float , but ſeeing it impoſli- 
ble to know who it was, becauſe-the face was ecat- 
en and disfigured with fiſh; they conclude the mil- 
ler muſt be guilty , ſo laying wait for him, at his 
return from the town, he is apprehended, 
where they ſhut him up in his mill ill che body 
be known; which not long after happens by her 
Father and Mother, who knew her cloaths, and 
affirm it to be their daughter Marieta. 

Pont Chanſey rides to V annes,and tells the Judges 
of this deplorable fa&t; they ſend for the miller, 
examine and accuſe him of the ſame mur- 
cher, but he denies and forſwears it ; thereupon 
he is ordained to the rack, at the fight whereof 
he confefſeth himſelf to be the ſole Authour and 
atour of this murther, but ſpeaks not a word of 
Druatbriſſon: Whereupon he is adjudged to the 
Scorpions, to know if ©-»atbriſſon or any other 
were acceſfary with him; but he not able to en- 
. dure the cruelty of that toxrment, confeſſerh 
that his young maſter Q»athriſſbn{ hired him to 
ſtrangle Mer-with the feeltmple of his mill.So ?3e.1s 
condemned to be broken alive on the wheel, but de- 
fer his execution rill Quathriſſons apprehenſion, who 
' was now at Rennes, Where he is ſuddenly taken 
and impriſoned, and upon hearing his inditement 
read, and Pjerots confeſſion, he preſently ac- 
aches the matter in all circumſtances: For 
which he is condemned,the next day to be be- 

aded ; ſo the nexc morning mounting rhe 
ſcaffold, he firſt ownes his murther of Mariete, 
and then confeſſerh M>ncalliers being hired by 
him to poyſon his brother Yalfontaine, for both 
which craving pardon of God, his head was "= 
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off, and his body ( for-his brothers death ) 
burntro aſhes, Perst likewiſe at Vannes accor- 
ding to his fentence, was broken on the wheel; 
And Moxcalliers dead body digged out of the 
grave , and in the Coffin burnt by the common 
Hangman, and his aſhes thrown in the air. 
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HIST. XXV. 


VASTI and HESTER. 


The Contents. 

Vaſti firſt murtheret h his Son George, and then poy- 
ſoneth his own wife Heſter, and being afterwards 
almoſt halled in the fields by a mad bull, he re- 
veals theſe two murthers ; for which he is firft hang- 

, ed and then burgt. 


dwelt arich Burger, named Peter Vafti, who 

had to wife a vertuous woman named 

, Hefter, by whom he had one only child, a 

don, called George Vaſti, and for many penn 
| we 


[: Fribourge an ancient City of Switzerland, 
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lived in as high content as they could either defire 
orinvent. But: after twelve years were. expired, 
UVaſtirurns debauched, leaves his houſe, folleweth 
whores, reviles and beats his wife, andis by no 
weansto be reclaimed. Nay now ſhe hears thar 
he keeps a young whore named Saline at the town 
of Cleraux, fix leagues from Fribourge, and to her 
moſt mornings he goes, under pretence of going to 
Sermon, 

+ Thus he ſpends his money and his time with $- 
lina,and when he comes home from his whore, he 

ſtill bears his wite. 

' Now by this time George their ſon is fixteen 
years of age and obſerves his Fathers cruelty to 
wards his mother, he on his knees deſires to know 
the true cauſe thereof; bis mother relates it fully 
ro him: George growes paſſionate at the repetition, 
and ſwears either to right it with his father, or 


to revenge it on Salina; ſothe next time he ſees | 


his father beat his mother , ſteps ro her aſſiſtance; 
which thefathertakes il, and threatens him for 
the ſame, but George vows he thall not abuſe his 
mother, fo for that might they part. Next morn- 
ing Vaſt; will neicher ſee his wife nor his ſon; 
wherewith Gcerge vexed,;asking his blelling, takes 
his horfe and goes to Cleranx; where entring S4- 
[yaa's houſe, he calls 'her whore, and charges 
her of abufing his father, morker and himſelf, and 
raking his ſhort cudgil gives her at leaſt a dozen 
blowes therewith,ſo goes to his horſe and gallops 
bome celling his mother, but concealing from hig 
facher what he had done. 

Salina ſeeing Vaſti came not to her that day, 
by a confident meſſenger ſends for him, to whont 
te goes the next day,and ſhe relates the occurrence 


between his-fon George and her;wherewith enraged 
ke 
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he ſwears he will kill his ſon : George knowing 
his Father to be ridden our, affures himſelf char 


h | he is gone to Salyuz, he thinksit more ſafe to 
of meet him in the elds than at home, ſo he rides 
ar | forth towards him to know whether he had any 
n | thing to ſay tohimor no; ſo they meer and have 


a large tongue combat, which brings them home. 
This conference makes the Father pray the 
Sonto, make an attonement betwixt his mother 
and himſelf ; which he endeavours, and with much 
ado brings it to paſs as to outward appearance. 

But alas, Va#i had no ſuch intenr, for though 
he ſeems pleaſed, he carriech devilliſh malice in 
his heart; and therefore, vowing to love Saline, 
he reſolves to hate his wife, and ſharply to puniſh 
his Son, and to this purpoſe he ſends her word 
that he will not ſee her for a good ſpace, yer de- 
fires her to be patient, for he 1s plotting a ſecret 
buſineſs for both their contents. 

Thus having (etled that affair, he now con- 
ſidershow to diſpatch his ſon George, and finds he 
muſt difſemble, that he may the eaſier accompliſh 
it ; ſo hefeems very courteous and affable both 
to his wife and him, bur til] minding to a& his 
tragedy, he endeavours to perſwade him to go to 
the wars, and at laſt prevails whereupon he pro- 
miſeth to ſend him to Rome to his Uncle Audrew 
Vaſti, who( hefaith )isa caprain in the Popes 
guard 2 George thanks his Father , and having 
wich difficulty gotcen his mothers good-will, pre- 
pares for his journey , when all things fitted, 
he goes, and his Father will bear him company 
to Turin, as he pretends; fo away they ride co- 
gether, bur in a long narrow lane, a mile from 
Loſanna in the way to Gerong, it being neer 
night, as his ſon rides cloſe before hin; he ſhoots 
h1'm 
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him through the back with his piſtol; wherewith 
he fell dead from his horſe, when mangling his 
face, he takes him on his ſhoulders,and throwes him 
into a deep ditch; which done he rides to Morges, 
and pretending to be {ick there, keeps cloſe eight 
dayes, and at the expiration of them comes home, 
tells his wife that ke left her ſon well in Turin; 
whereat ſhe weeps for joy. 

And now for ſome ten dayes he keeps good de- 
corum with his wife Hefer at home, bur at the end 
thereof, he fals into a relapſe of his old vices; 
wherein growing impudent and paſt all grace, he 
prodigally wafts his eſtat , beats his wife, and 
indeed turns a very Devil to her; wherewith ſhe 
acquaintsthe miniſter and ſeveral of his and her 
friends, but none of them can in' the leaſt 'meaſure 
prevail, chen ſhe tells him, that if he ſtill perſe- 
vere thus to abuſe her,ſhe will ſend to Rome Br her 
ſon George to return home. Uaſti is galledwith chis 
ſpeech;and therefore to prevent her in' this reſolve, 
as he had murthered his ſon,ſoalfo he will diſpatch 
her,& providing himſelf of ſtrong poyſonghe infu- 
ſed it into a Musk-me\lon,whith he reſolved ta cat 
thar'day at dinner; whereof ſhe greedily eating a 
part before night dies; which he ſaid was couſed] by 
a {urfeit from eating too mich of the ſatd Mellon, 
which is by his neighbours believed. 

Uaſii now at liberty, never lies from Salina till 
he ſpent his whole eſtate upon her, and then ſhe 
begins to grow cold towards him.For by fire from 
heaven his manſion houſe, goods and moveables, 
barns, corn and hayare all burned, his corne m 
the field yield no increaſe, his Vines wither, his 
Catel dyes, and all things goes to ruine; which 
makes him grow very poor : when going tO Salje 
xa in his extremity, ſke will not fuffer him to 

come 
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come into her houſe;thus forſaken of all he wan- 
ders up and down, and one time coming from, C /e- 
raux to Fribourg, ina meadow he lyes down to 
ſleep, and flept fo ſoundly that he heard not the 
noiks of a great many people, who purſued -a mad 
Bull; which Bull runs di:cAly ro VaFz, and rofferh 
him,ſo as he ſeems to be dead; byt finding himſelf 
dying by the wounds the © ':!] had given him, he 
confeſſed before all the company,thar he it was neer 
Loſanna, who murtherecl his own fon George with 
a piſtol, and fince poyſoned his wife Heffer with 
a Muskmellon. | 

The criminal Judges of Fribourg are acquainted 
with this confeſſion, whoſend for him in a cart”; 
where again owning what he hzd formerly ſaid, he 
was ſeritenced the ſame day ro be hanged,and then 
his body to be burnt to althes, which was rmmedi- 
acely exccuted as was decreed. 

And this was the wretched life, and deſerved 
death of this bloody Monſter Vaſti. May we read 
this hiſtory therefore to Gods glory and ourown 
reformation. 
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HIST, XXVLI. 


MOROSINI and IMPERIA. 


The Contents. 


Imperia for the love ſpe bears to Morofini, cauſeth 
him with his companions, Aſtonicus and Donato, 
to ftifle to death her old busband Palmerius in bh; 
bed. Morofini letting fall his gloves in Palmerius 
bis chamber at the ſame time,which being found by 
Ricardo, nephew to Palmerinus, and knowrz be 
thereupon accuſeth Moroſini and his Aunt Impe- 
ria for the murther, for wh ich they, together with 
Aſtonicus aud Donato, are apprehended and 
banged. 


young Gentleman called Seignieur Angelo Mo- 
reſino, who in company ef Seignieur Aſtenicus 
andSezguieur Philippo Donato,embarked himſelf, 
for the Iſtands of Corfu and Zantz where after a 
ſhore 


| the rich and famous City of Venice was a 
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ſhort ſtay they were bound for Coyſtantivople: Bur - 
by the way overtaken with a ſtorm, they are by 
contrary winds forced irito the harbour, and fo 
into the Ciry of Ancona , whica belongs to the 
Pope: In which place our three Merchants ſtaying 
by. reaſon of contrary winds, and knowing Loretts 
to be neer, they in meer devotion rid thither: 
Where they ſpend the two firſt dayes ia viſiting the 
holy - Chappell there; but the third day 
Morofini leaving his Friends in Bed, fteals to 
the Chappell, where being on his knees ar his 
devotion, he ſees neer hima young Gentlewo= 
man incomparably fair, likewiſe ac her prayers : 
Ar whoſe fight his mind is ſuddenly enflamed with 
affe&ion to her, and wonld fain have boorded 
and ſaJuted her there; when ſeeing her ariſe and 
depart the Chappel,he follows afcer her,and ſeeing 
her attended with her waiting Gentlewoman and 
a boy only;after ſalutes performed, he in ſnicable 
terms proffereth her his ſervice to conduR her 
home; which after ſome bandyed complements 
on both fides being accepted, he rook her by the 
hand and arm, and very gracefully brings her to 
her fathers houſe,who was named Seignieur Hyero= 
ntimo Boxndino, and there he alſolearned, that 
ſhe herſelf was Dona Imperis his only Daugh- 
cer. 

Having gained this knowledg,conquered wholly 
witu affe&ion,he acquainteth her with his name 
and quality, with his intended voyage to Confun- 
rinople, bur chiefly with his conſtanc reſolution ro 
ſcek ber in mariage, both of herſelf and her fa- 
ther. And ſoexpert was he in the art of love, 
that in three weeks time ( wherein the wiads con- 


tinned contrary ) he after many dayly viſits, and 


amorous cowrting,obtained her conſent aud aife&i- 
R 2 on 
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on to be his wife upon his firſt return from Cox- 
fantinopie, but yet it was wholly impoſſible etther 
for him or her to draw her fathers conſent here- 
unto,although he many times ſought ic of him with 
prayers,and ſhe wich tears, but how ro remedy it, 
they know not, 

Moreſini now acquaints his two conſorts Afon;- 
cus and Donates with his affe&ion to Imperia, and 
brings them the next morning to ſee her; they 
highly commend his choice, and deal effeQually 
with Bondixs to draw his conſent to this match , 
bur they ſpeak toa deaf man, for he will neither 
hearken nor yield in any wiſe : Which'grieves our 
two Lovers to their very hearts,eſpecially becauſe 
now they fee they mult be ſeperated, for the wind 
coming fair, the Maſter of their ſhip ſends ſpeedily 
from Ancona to them to come away, for that 
he is reſolute to omit no time,but with all expedi- 
rition to weighanker and ro ſer ſail for Corfu. Morg= 
f1#i ſeeing a neceſſity of his departure,again moves 
B-n4ino for his conſent but in yain, whereupon 
ready to go away he cemes to bid adew to his Im- 
peria; at which time ſhe vows ro remain unmary- 
ed rill his return, and he (wears that he will re- 
turne within one year and mary her; 'whereupon 
he gave her a rich Emerauld ring from his finger, 
and ſhe him a fair carkanet of Orient Pearl from 
her neck, and of this mutuall contra, Ajftonicus 
and Doxato are witneſſes: This done they all take 
horſe for Ancona,where arrived they prefently em- 
barke for Corfe and Confantineple. 

Bon4inowichin ew2 or three moneths afrer My- 
roſins*s departure, provides her another husband , 
to wit, O1d Seignieur Palmerius a rich Merchant of 
Ancona aved art lealt lixty years, and withal of 'a 
deformed and decrepit perſonage and eng" + 

"is 
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but this old dotard is ſo'taken with Imperia's youch 
and beauty that inconraged thereunto by Bondi 
1i, he comes to his houſe at Lorerto, and ſeeks this 
his fair daughter in mariage: Whereto the Father 
conſents, ere yer Palmerius have ſeen Imperia. But 
at laft her father brings her to him,chargeth her to 
diſpoſe her ſelf to attett and mary him, for he tells 
her ſhe ſhajl have noother. She hears theſe 
ſpeeches, and receives thoſe commands with grief, 
and rejets both Palmerius and his ſuite, ſaying, 
She cannot obey his will; becavſe ſhe is fixed ty mary 
none but Morofini only ; Her father adds threats to 
get her conſent, but to no purpoſe, for the will 

at this time be no more broughc either to ſee or 
hear Palmerixsz and this was all the fruit of his 
firſt journey to Loretto, So he goes home again to 

Ancona, but about two moneths afrer returnes a- 

gainto the no ſmall joy of Bondini, for now they 
fail not neither night or day to importune Imperiz 

to conſummate the mariage, and to that purpoſe 

her Father gives her good words, and Palmerius 

ſends her rich gifcs and preſents; but the will not 

hear the one,nor accept the ether, but relolvesto 

keep her heart wholly for Morofin: : But Palmes- 

ris grows obſtinate and wilful in his ſuite, ſo doth 

her father; to avoid whoſe perverſe perleverances 

ſhe ſhur herſelf up in her caamber, where rumina- 

ting on divers wayes to call home her Moroſtzz , 

ſhe at Jaſt chinks fic to ſend one purpoſely co him, 

to. haſten his return ; when making choice of one 

Seignienr Mercario,and furniſhing him with gold 

for ſuch a journey,the takes pen and paper and by 

him ſendeth chis lecter. 


R 3 Imperia 
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Imperia ts Moroſini, 


Should betray my affeftion to thee, and make 

my ſelf unworthy of thine, if by this my letter 
T did not acquaint thee with how much ſorrow I 
brook thy abſence. Thou knoweſt in what « ſweet 
and tri ſympathy of love our bearts are united, 
fo 5 T am confident, that all the Seas between 
Ancona and Conſtantinople are not capable to 
waſh away the remembrance thereof, either from 
thy beart or my ſoul. In which regard I moſt 
heartily pray thee to leave Conſtantinople aud 
come to Loretto, becauſe my Father Bondino is 
even ready to compel! me to forſake my young 
Morofini, to mary old Palmerius. And when 
this my letter ſhall come to thy hands , judge 
with th y ſelf what an ingratitude it will be to 
fend any excuſe,and not to bring thy ſelf.Farewell 
wy other ſelf, my ſweet ſelf,and may God and his 
Angels ever prove propitious to thy deſires and my 
wiſhes, 

Imperia. 


Mercario in three weeks time arrives at Cor- 
ftentinople, finds out Morofinz; and delivers the a- 
foreſaid letterto him, which he peruſeth : And 
aftera ſolemn entertainment, returns him home 
with an anſwer, which within a monech after, he 
gave to Imperia at Loretto, whoſe ſeals broken off, 
ſhe therein finds theſe lines, 


Morofing 
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Morofini to Imperia. 


Hy health and conflanucy makes me as joyful 

in the receipt of thy letter, as thy fatbers dif- 
reſpet to me and love to Palmerius,makes me ſo- 
rowful; for indeed ſo tender is thy affetiion, and 
our hearts ſo ſacredlyunited,that the vai} Ocean 
is incapable to waſh off the leaſt ſenſe or memory 
thereof : But as to my ſudden return, I cannot ſo 
ſoon leave Turkey for Italy ( which 1 infinitely 
deſireYJbecauſe the Seigniory of Venice, by Landy 
their Embaſſadour here reſident, have now —_ 
me Conſul of Aleppo, but what this Tear cannot 
the next ſhall perform. And then I will bring 
thee thy Morofini: till which time, ſuch T know 
to be thy merits and vertue,that I ſhall be conti= 
tinned the love of thy heart,as God is of thy ſoul, 
O thon my dear and ſweet Imperia, repute it not 
ingratitude in me to ſend thee this letter; for 7 
ſpeak it in the preſence of God and bis Angels , 
that as thou art my other half , ſo 1 am whol- 
ly thine. Farewell the only Saint of my heart , 
and aſſure thy ſelf that ns mortal! man what= 
ſoever is, or cau br, ſo fo much thy ſervant and 
flaveg as 

Moroſitis 


Imperia receives this letter both wich anger 
and joy, with anger becauſe he came not in per- 
ſon, but with joy becaufe it came from him,whoſe 
Vittim and Martyr ſhe reſolved to dy , rather than 
to live Palmerius his wife. Yet her Father one 
way, and Palmeriw another, ftil| haunt her at all 
times , in all places, without intermiſſion : And 
finding till afrer ſ1x moneths more elapſed, his 
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Jabour loſt, he concludes gt once to ſtrike at all; 
and to that end protfers Bondino,that if his daugh- 
ter will become his wife, he will infeoffe and 
endow her with the one half of his lands, and 
give all hi- perſonal eſtate inco his h ands to pur- 
chaſe her more: Which o:icr ſo wholly wins Bondi- 
#0 , that he goes to his daughter, and having re- 
laced to ber the ſame, withall rells her that if ſhe 
diſpoſe not forthwich herſelf ro mary Palmeriws , 
then he will utterly renounce,and for ever difown 
her to be his daughter. 

Imperia as ic were ſtruck dead with her fathers 
cruel ſpeeches, fighes and weeps that ſhe cannot 
ſpeak, but at laſt ſhe told him, that having ſeen 
and loved Morifini firſt before Palmerius, ſhe hoped 
God bad appointed him for ber husband, whom 
therefore the defired him to conſent that ſhe might 
mary, as farr more cſtecming Morefint's ver. ues, 
than Palmerizs his wealth, and chiefly becauſe Mo- 
roſixo was before God her betrothed Cpoule, But 
Bondznz u ing many threats, in a chafte departs 
fron; herz when preſently the falls ro her choughts 
and conſiders what to do,when ſhe concludes once 
more to (end for Moroſini z to which end having 
privately ſent for Mercario, ſhe cogether with a 
r'ch bracelet of ſparkes of Diamoncs,by him ſends 
this letter, which was delivered to him within three 
weeks at Aleppo. 


Imp: ria to Morolini. 


Had little thought,that either profit or prefer= 
went had been dearer 10thee than imperia,or 
that the Seigniory of Venice, or their Embaſſa» 
dour Landy had had more power to fiay the at A= 
12 ppogthan Le to have requeſted thyreturne to Lo- 
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r2tto, for if my poor beautyor rich affection to thee 
be of ſo low and baſe an efteem, as thou preferreſt 
thy wealth and reputation to it, then I am as 
miſerable 4 I thought my ſelf happy in my choice, 
and the (ſweetneſs of my deſires have end as ſpon 
as they received a begining : Fudge then with 
thy ſelf, what a poor half | am of thee, when by 
thy voluntary abſence thon wilt wholly reſign me 
up to auother, and that Palmerius muſt be my 
busband, when my heart and ſoul, yea, when God 
and bis Angels well know TI deſire nothing ſo 
much as to live and dye thy wife. Come away 
therefore my dear Morolini, and my ſighes, tears 
and prayers ſhall implore the winds an4 Seas to 


* prove propitious to thy ſpeedy return ; and blame 


not me but thy ſelf, rf thy abſence and my Fa- 
thers obtinacy bereave me of my ſweet Morolini, 
and thee of thy dear, 

Imperia 


Moroſini receives this Letter and token, with 
bluſhes to ſee himſelf our ſtripped by her in kind- 
neſs; when conſulting with his ewo friends  74- 
nicus and Donato, ( who aaviſe his recurn ) afcer a 
ren dayes ſolemn feaſting bf Mercario, and greac 
reward for his pains, he'gives him for T»peria a 
fair chain of gold; and a rich Diamond ring 
faſten'd chereto, wich a pair of enrkiſh imbroyde- 
red (ilver bracelets, and a Letter which in (ix 
weeks he delivers at Loretto, which having open- 
ed, ſhe cherein finds theſe lines; 


Moroling. . 
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Moroſini to Imperia. 


Hy ſweet beauty and rich affetion ſhall not 
enly command my reſolution but my ſelf : 
Iwill therefore ſhorten the time of my tay, & cons 
vert 4 whole year into a few moneths, for to write 
thee the life of my heart; it is not the ambition of 
« Conſulary dignity,nor all the treaſure of Turky. 
or the Indies, which ſhall keep me from enjoying 
my fair and ſweet Imperia ; 19 whoſe ſake and 
ſervice I will be found ready to ſpend my bef# 
blood, and ſacrifice my deareſt life, O then my 
fair and ſweet Imperia, live my dear wife, and 
Morofini will aſſuredly dye thy loving and con- 
fant Husband. I come my ſweet Imperia 3 pre-= 
pare therefore thy heart and eyes to ſee and ſa- 
lute me, as I do my lips and armes to kiſs and ene 
brace thee, aud T both hope and ref# confident, 
that my prayers and conftancy ſeconded by thine, 
will prove thy Fathers obſtinacy vain, and Pal- 
merius bis attempts and hopes ridiculous, in 
thinking to have thee to his wife, who art alrea» 
dy mine by choice and promiſe. 
Morofini, 


This letter Imperia receives with no ſmall j oy, 
bur they are as ſuddenly nipt by Bondino's cruel» 
ty; whoto. bring her ro his will, debars her of her 
liberty, and cakes away from her her chief appa- 
rel and jewels, yea, and makes her more his pri- 
ſoner than his daughter; whereat ſhe is ſo calt down, 
that at laſt deſpairing of Moroſin/”s return, and 
vanquiſhed by her Farhers tyranny, ſhe is inforced 
to be overcome,ſo that forgetting her promiſe and 
berſelf,ſhe is contrated & mated to Palmerius.Pal- 
merius 
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merius now maried to Imperie is fo amorous and 
kind, that he leavesno coſt unbeſtowed on her, but 
this was not the content ſhe defired, his age being 
too frozen for her vigorous youth; While now Box 
dino Palmerins and Imperia have each their con- 
trary humours, Msroſisi at lengch ( after a ten 
moneths longer ſtay chan his promiſe ) with his 
two friends Afonicus and Donato ſer ſail for Italy, 
and purpoſely put in to Ancona; where they are 
no ſooner landed, but Mercario greets them with 
the newes of Imperia*s mariage to old Palmerins, 
whereat they. all both grieve and wonder : By 
this time alſo Imperia hears of their arrival. 
Mercario is employed to pay a private vilir, 
which is immediately granted, and the nexc night 
in her own houſe they meer ; at Morifin;'s firſt en« 
trance into her chamber ſhe falls at his feet and 
begs his pardon. He takes her up and pardons 
ker, and here their old affe&ions revive, for as he 
promiſech her that ſhe ſhall be his ſcle and only 
love, ſo ſhe willingly proteſts ro him chat he fhall 
be more her husband than Palmerius : Thus for 
that night chey parr, 

Next morning Moreſini and his two companions 
give a publick viſit, and are courteoully received 
by Palmerizs, when in the ſame afternoon Moro» 
fini and Imper:a meet in her garden a pretty way 
diſtant from her houſe, and there the grancs him 
the free enjoyment of her body ; which ſo makes 
ber flight her old husband, char ſhe gives herſelf 
wholly over to her adulterous plealures 3 which 
are now grown (o cuſtomary , that they are ta- 
ken notice of by Richardo who was nephew to 
Palmerius, and a youth of about cighceen years 
of age; who for the preſent keeps all ro himtelf, 
notwithſtanding they bleer the eyes of the poor 
old man his Uncle, Mg« 
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Morofini 18 not content thus to enjoy Imperia, for 
knowing his expenſes far to exceed his Eſtate,and 
wichall revolyng that Palmerias his wealth would 
bear up his pomp, and confident that Tmperia is ſo 
much his own, that he can fir her to any impreſſt- 
on, and capable of any defign to advance his for- 
tunes, and confirm both their contents , he re- 
ſolves ſpeedily co murther Pa/merics. To which 
end Moroſin; that very night finding an opportuni- 
ty ( being in bed wich Tmper:z ) chey (wearing 
ſecrecie, conſult on the murther 3 where having 
propoled diverſe wayes to effett ir, ſhe propounds 
ro have him ſtifled in his bed, wherero he con- 
ſenteth, ſo hereon they finally agree, thus at 
break of day he leaves bis bed and miſtreſs, and 
goes to his own lodging ; where himſelf and his 
twofriends, ſome three hours after call for break- 
faſt, and after they had eaten, Morofin: prayes his 
two fiiends to walk with him to the Domo , when 
being come there, in that famous Church, He 
acquaints them with the ſaid buſineſs, and with 
his and Imperia's requeſt for their afliſtance chere- 
inz Ajaxicus and Donato cheerfully promiſe their 
aſſiſtance 3 chus ſwearing fecrecie each to other, 
they return to their lodging , and 'at dinner 
drink health to the ſucceſs of their intended 
great bulinefs. After dinner Morofini relates: ail to 
to his Imperia, who joyed thereatz andimpatienc 
of delayes, they conclude to finiſh this buſineſs 
the ſecond night afcer. 

Tits diſmal nighr now being come, no ſoon- 
er 1s it- twelve a clock, but Moroſini, Aftonicus 
and Donatc, iſſue forth of their lodging, and go to 
Palmerius his houſe, where ar the ſtreer door 
they find Imperia ready to rective them, when 
leaving Doxato io ſecure the dgor, Moroſini and 

| Aﬀonicu 
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Aftonicus leading Imperia without their ſhoes in 
wollen pumps, they all thre aſcend the ſtairs and 
ſo to her own chamber, where,cach of them 
receiving a pillow,ſhe guides them to Palmerius his 
thanber, | when entring there, ſhe keeping the 
door, Moroſini and Aftonicus do eaſily ſtifle Pat- 
merius, and thruit a ſmall Orange into his mourhz 
ſo drawing the duor after . them, they deſcend 
down the ſtairs ta the ſtreet door and depart home, 
Imperia betaking herſelf with much fGalence co 
bed. 

The next morning Tmperia goes to hear Maſs 
at St. Francs Church, intending to ſtay there 
from ſix till eight 3; when behold about half an 
hour afcer ſhe went our , an Innkeeper of Lorerto 
comes to Palmerius his houſe witha Letter from 
his Father in law, Bondino 3 which being given to 
his nephew Richards, he ſtraight goes up to his 
Uncles chamber, and entring the ſame finds on 
the floor a rich pair of gloves, which taking up 
and knowing them to belong ro Moroſini, he puts 
them into his pocket, and advancing to the bed 
and drawing the curtains, he finds him dead and 
well neer cold in hisbed, with a whole {mall O- 
range in his mouth. Whereat he made ſuch an 
out cry, thatthe noiſe thereof brings up ſome of 
the ſervants to know the cauſe thereof ; who lee- 
ing their maſter dead, they believe he had ſtopped 
his own breath by putting the Orange into his 
mouth; But Richardo remembring Moroſisi”s 
gloves which hefuund, and calling to mind what 
he had ſeen of dalliance berween his Aunt and 
him, he prayes the ſervants co ſtay in the cham- 
ber till his return, ſo he ſpeeds to the Podefttate, 
and acquaints him of his Uncles murther, for 
which he ſtrongly chargerh Moroſini, aud his (aid 

' Aunt 
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Aunt , and craves juſtice on them both for the 
ſame. 

The Podeſtare enquiring after all the circum> 
ſtances thar might lead to the diſcovery, and exa- 
mining ſuch perſons as he thought might be corf- 
cerned;and ſatisfyed with evidence and depoſitions 
ſo found by him and taken,he ſends his two ſons 
with his coach to Sr. Francis to allure Imperia thi- 
ther, which they do; where ſhe is no ſooner en- 
rered, bur the Podeſtare ehargeth her that the and 
her enamorata Morofizi had murthered her hus- 
band Palmerius,for which he made her priſoner for 
that day in his own houſe: She endeavours wirh 
many plauſible words to excuſe both her ſelf and 
Moroſinj, but in vain, for Serjeants are ſent to 
. apprehend both bim and his two companions, who 
( although they had received private notice of her 
impriſonment _) yet could rkey not eſcapes for the 
Inn where they lay being beſet with Officers and 
others, they being too weak to reſiſt, were enforced 
to yield up both their perſons, piſtols and ſwords, 
andAdo are conveyed to the Common priſon of 
the City. 

Bondino hearing all the news of theſe paſſages at 
Loretto,ſuddenly falls fick and dyes. And at the 
ſame rime Loretto and 4xcoxa viſited of the plague, 
the four priſoners are conveyed chence ro Po/ignio 
two ſmall dayes journey , to be tryed for their 
lives; where within chree houres of their arrival, 
they areail convented before the two criminal 
Tudges,and are then and there ſeverally charged 
with the ſtifling Palm. to death in his bed,which all 


and every one of them aparr do ſtifly deny.But rhe | - 


Jugges,for vindication of the trurh,think ft ro ex- 
poſe AFonicus irſtto the rack, which torments he 
endures ftill athrming innocency. Within an 

hour 
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hour after, Donato is adjudged ro the Scorpions; 
who being buec of a weak conſtitution, his right 
foot no ſooner feels the fire, but afrer ſome tears, 
he confeſſeth the truth in the ſame mannerand 
form, as in all its circumſtances we have formerly 
underſtood. 

The ſame afcernoon the Judges ſend for Mors- 
fini, Imperia and Aſtonicus,to appear before theme 
Where they tirſt charge them with Doxato's con- 
fellion, then threaten them with torments, and 
bring Doxato ina chair to confront them; where- 
with . overcome, they all confirm as much as 
Doxatos had formerly confirmed: So they are all 
four condemned,the next morning to be hanged 
at the common place of execution of that City. 
Thus they are remanded to priſon, whither ſhortly 
after word is brought that Seignieur Alex. Bondino 
Imperia's Ulncle had obteined her pardon of the 
Pope; She asks if Morsſini be pardoned, the ofhcer 
ſaith no, then ſaid ſhe, I wif dye wich him: The 
Judges fend for her and adviſe her ro live, bur 
ſhe will not hearken unleſs he may live alſo./ They 
acquaint Moroſin; therewith, who likewiſe intreacs 
her to live, but her firſt anſwer is her laſt, chac 
ſhe will accepr of no life if he muſt die. The 
Judges give a whole day to perſwade her,but ſhe is 
{jill deaf,defirous either co live with him,or conſtant 
to die with,or for,him. 

Therefore,when nothing can prevail with her , 
the next morning they are all four brought ro the 
place of execution; where firſt Doxato with no 
words, next Aitonicus with few, are turned off; 


then comes Morefini, who taking leave of Iwperia , 


prayes her to accept of her life and co ſurvive hin, 

{oc onfeſling his fins he ſuffers death. 
Imperia is now again ſolicited by the Judges, 
Fry- 
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Fryers and Nuns to accept of her life, but ſhe diſ- 
daines it,ſo aſcending the Ladder and making a 
ſhort ſpeech ro the SpeAatours, ſhe bids the 
Execurtioner perform his Office, who immediately 
turns her over, 

Thus was the lives and thus the death of theſe 
| three young men and one fair young Gentlewo- 
man, than whom there never dyed any more both 
picyed and Jamented,. Lear we by their 
examples to avoid their crimes, which God grant, 
Amen 
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The Contents. 

Father Juſtinian a Prieſt and Adrian az Innceper 
poyſon de Laurier who lay in bis houſe, and then 
bury him in his Orchard, where a moneth after 
.a Wolfe digs him up and devours a great part 
of his body; which the murtherers. underſtanding 
fly, but are afterwards both of them apprehended 
and hanged for it. 


Rich Goldſmith of Djox, the chief City 
of Burgundy, named Mownſieur de Laurier, 
aged fixty years or upwards, having 
been at Frankford Mart, and there ſold 

many 
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many jewels, for which he had there received 
1700 Crowns. As he returned home with the ſame 
money which he caryed in a cloackbag behind him, 
and ſome remaining jewels,and m 2 private leather 
girdle next his body; | | 

It chanced thar he fell ſick on the way, whereof 
finding himſelf weak and.unable to travel, he got 
into a poor Country Tavern upon the High ways 
where he took up his lodging for that night : His 
fickneſſe increating, yer he nor liking his lodging 
as doubting his ſafery there, nexe morning takes 
horſe, and about ewo a clock afcef dinner comesg 
to Salynes, and went into the very firſt Inn be mer 
at the Towns end, whereof the Hoſt : was named ' 
Adrian and his wife Iſabe/la; He was a debauch- 
ed fellow,and given both to Wine and Women,and 
of poor paremage. but his wife well deſcended witty 
whonr he had rwo thouſand crownes - in mariage , 
which he had waſted and ſpent. v--- 

Ints this toule and to this vifious hot 44rias, is 
our fick De Laurier encred for the recovery of his 
healch ; he likes his hoſteſs bue cannot digeſt his 
hoſt ;/ yer he prayes bimt to procure him? a Phyfi- 
tian, he brings one named Lz Motte, who ſeeing 
his water and feeling his pulſe; lets him blood ro 
prevent a burning feaver, and then gives hirrt 
hopes of his healrh,but he finds himſelf ſtill weaky8e 
rather growing worſe than better. Iſabel{a tends 
him diligently, and performes the dnry both of x 
good hoſtefſe & a good womanzbur her husband 4- 
drian imagining de Lexrier to be rich, dort verily 
hope and pray that he may ſpeedily dye ir his 
houſe, and if he does not he re ſolves co kill him by 
one means or other. _ | 

And now De Laurier”s ficknefſe increaſed to rhe 
deſpair of life, he prayes Adrien to bring hiar 

$ z 
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a Prieſt to pive him the Sacrament. Adrian per- 
formes his requeſt, bur brings bim a Prieſt named 
Father Fuftinian, as wicked as himſelf in all vi- 
tious courſes; whoſe prodigalities had likewiſe 
made him very poor. To this wretch, Adrian 
(having firſt,endeavoured'to draw his wife Iſabella 
.tohavea hand therein, which ſhe perempcorily 
-and conſtantly refuſed )ona munday morning 
reveal his bloody purpoſe; where he freely con- 
ſents, and ſwears to ſecond himin the murther of 
«De Laurier,-ſo as what Gold, Silver, or Jewels 
they ſhall;ifinde him co. have, may be ſhared 
equally between them; which rhey ſolemnly 
ſwear each ito other ,. ſo for the preſent they 
part. bed 
In the morning they meet again, and conſult of 
the manner and time to, perpetrate this murther ; 
and agree to do it by poyſon, . and to this end A+ 
driau buyes the poyſon,and Fuſtinjan will admini- 
Her jt in a wafer, which, he uſeth ſometimes, tc 
give hm in- his-ſicknefſe. - And as it were the ber. 
ter to favour. their deviliſhdelign, word.:is unex- 
peedly brotght,that Tſabella's old Farher ( who 
lived ſome four leagues off, ) was very fick and like 
to dye;zwhereupon A4rian preſently diſpatcherh a- 
way his wife T/a$el/2 to him,and with her cheir ſer- 
vanc maid Graceta. ' | 
De Laurier is troubled at his hoſteſſes ſudden 
departure; and now ſeeing - himſelf reduced to 
this extremity that he can ſeeno body, and no 
body ſee him, but cnly they two, he more and 
more ſuſpe&s his ſafety, ſo that every day and 
night brings him new cauſe of deſpair, He ſtill 
conceals his Gold and Jewels from his Hoſt and 
| the Prieſt; yer he fears that their jealouſte thereof 


prove the accele; ation of his danger, for he often 
{ces 
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ſees them whiſpering,and obſerves ſome fatal- a 

paritions in their countenances, which infallibly 
tell him all is not well. Bur ſo cunning is Fuſti- 
1ian the Prieft that he will not murther De Laurier 
till he know what his wealth is; therefore he ad- 
viſes him to ſend for his Son to Djjox to 
come to him, and proffers himſelf co carry it over 
to him in perſon, anddeliver it with his own hand. 
But DeLaurier will rather trouble his hoſt Adrian, 
who carefully undertakes ir. So thenext niorn- 
ing De Laurier gives Adrian this enfiting lecrer , 
and four double piftols to defray his charges to 
his ſon Du Pont,praying him to make all poſſible 
ſpeed back from Djjox with his ſon to him; 


His letter conteined theſe words; 
De Laurier to Du Pont; 


GOme ſeven weeks ſince coming from Frankford 
Mart T fell ſick at Salynes, where T (til! lie 
very weak in the houſe of my boſt Adrian,(the bega- 
rer thereof )whum I parpeſely ſ:ad over to thee, to 
command thee to come hither to me with all ſpeed. 
I have here with me in Gold and Fewels to the 
value of 1700 crown, and T fear that neither 
it nor my life is ſafe here. Come away with an 
intent to fiad me eith'r dead or dying; conceal 
thy letter from a/l the World. Love this meſſenger 
but truſt him not : God proſpzr my health gig & © 
ver bleſs thy proſpirity. | 


De Laurier: 


Adrian __ 
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Adrian having this letter , pretends to take 
his leave, and Father Faftinian will needs ſee 
him take horſe; bur inſtead thereof they go to a 
low parler, and bolting the door, open the Ler- 
cer, and ſatisfied wich the diſcovery by the con- 
tents, they reſolve to make that enſuing night his 
laſt, ſo the Letter is burnt, and Adrian privately 
huſherh himſelf up in his own houſe from che ſighc 
of all the World : Father 7uſtinian goes up to 
De Lauriers chamber, who is infinitely perplexed 
in Spirit, fearing that his deach is already plorted. 
And now indeed the fatal time is come, for a- 
bour midnight De Laurier waking out of his 
tzoubled ſlumber, prayes Father Fuſtinian to 
ive him a ſpoonfull or two of warm wine, in a 
mall earthen pot wherein he uſed co drink ; when 
this monſter glad of the opporcunicy, ſteps forth 
and takes the poyſone.l water from Adrian, and 
pours the poyſon from it into the lirtle pot of wine, 
and ſu warmes it alittle by the fire in De Lat 
riers chamber, and then gives it him to drink ; 
which he greedily and innocently dock, whereof 
within one hour afrec hedyeth; and to prevent a- 
ny crying, theſe ewo Devils with: bedſtaves ram a 
greac holland touell into his mouth. This is no 
{ooner done: bur they tare off his ſecrer leather 


girdle full of gold, and break open the casker un- 
der his pillow, wherein they find the aforeſaid 
great ſumm of money and jewells, which they pre- 
ently divide, and prefencly in a great fire burn e- 
very thing that belongell to him, and likewiſe rurn 


his horſe inco che open fields to find the fortune |,.. 


of a new maſter, ſo cautious were. they in their 


villany. And by this cime the corps grown cold, |, 


ticy diy apic in Adriexs Qrehard, and there, in 
vis thirte wly, bury Hun, and cover theys wich 
green 


$ 
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greenturfes that no mortal eye might perceive it. 

Some three weeks being over, Adrien (ends for 
his' wife home to him; who being come , won- 
ders coſee her Husband ſo gallanc, ( for he hai 
new clad himſclf very compleacly ) and enquires 
afcer De Laurzer; he anſwers, that abour ten dayes 
afore he departed, he went away thence ſafe and 
well, and chat he gave him fifty crownes for his 
entertainment and lodging, and as a token of his 
love had given himſelf and Father Fuftizian 
rwenty crownes a piece more in gold ; but Iſabella 
fearing the worſt, will nor meddle or rouch any 
part thereof, And now ſee and behold rhe juſtice 
of God, for the ſame day monech next afrer De 
Leuriers body was buried as aforeſaid, lo, a huge 
and ravening wolfe, feeking for his prey came 
inco Adrians Orchard, and ſmelling desd carri- 
on, fiercely with his pawes and noſe tares up che 
Earth, and at Jaſt drags up the dead body, and 
thefe continues till an hour after break of day, 
eating the fleſh of the armes, thighes and but- 
rocks, but never did couch any part of his face : 
When inſtantly ſome Gentlemen hunters being 
aſſured that the wolte pafſed that way, they cloſe- 
ly follow, and at Jaſt find himin Adriens Orchard. 
Buc the wolfe terrified with che hunters (hours and 


cries, leaves his prey and flies for his life z when 
the hunters ſome of them entering the Orchard 
to ſee what the wolfe preyed on, their amazed 
yes behold a mangled dead mans body, which 
hey ſaw the wolfe had digged from his untimely 
prave: They preſently ſuſpe& Adrien with his 
wife and ſervants of the murcther, fo ſetting a 
2uard vn the bouſe, ſome of the Gentlemen go 
o the Criminal Judges and acquaint them thers- 
rich, 
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In the mean time Iſabe//a h earing the great- 
neſs of the noiſe ſo early ( her husband lying a- 
broad that night with whores ) began to doubt 
the worſt , as fearing this might ariſe from De 
Laurier; keeps cloſe within doors with her ſer- 
yants : And by this time the criminal Judges are 
come, and with them a multitude of people, a- 
mong whom was the Phyſitian Lz Motte one, who 
alone of all the reſt knowes the dead body, and 
cryes out that it was a Goldſmith of Dijou named 
De Laurier, who lay long ſick in A4rzans houſe, 
and that he verily imagined he was brought to 
ſome untimely end, and ſo buried there, but by 
whom. he knew not. The Judges believing the 
report of this honeſt Phyfitian, cauſes the remain- 
ders of the fleſh ro be ſearched but find no wounds; 
yet ſuſpeCting all the whole houtchold co be. par- 
ries, they break open the doors and ſeize upon Iſa- 
bella the wife, Thomas the Oftler , and Graceta 
the maid, when bringing them to the dead body, 
they flatly charge them with the murther thereof : 
Iſabella and her ſervants are amazed, the (ſaith 
that the body isof De Laurier the goldſmich a- 
foreſaid, but how he came by his death, ſhe rakes 
Heaven and Earth to witneſs that the knowes nor, 
& with this depoſition,punually agree boch Tho- 
mas and Graceta ; ſearch is preſently made for 4- 
drian , who had that night layen at Father Fujti- 
11aus houſe with rwo whores, as they were inform- 
ed, Þþut upon the firſt newes of De Lauriers unbu- 
rial by a wolfe they were fled : Which flight pro- 
clairns their guilr to all, but eſpecially the Judges, 
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who to diſcover the truth, adjudge all three to che 
rack, whoſe rorments ſeem nothing to Thomas and 
Graceta, being born out by cleerneſs of their in- 
pocent ſouls, bat Iſabe/l; upon the good repor 
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of her neighbours in her behalf is diſpenſed with 
for that torture, but they ſend every way abroad t9 
purſue Adrian, and Father fuffinian, yet ſtill 
keeping the others cloſe priſoners. 

The Judges alſo ſend co Dijon to Du Pont , De 
Lauriers Son ; who advertiſed of the diſaſter, ſud- 
denly comes to Salynes, where upon view,he ownes 
his Fachers deal body with cears, and giving 
him a decent buriall in the nexc Church, he in- 
formes the pages that his Father had good ſtore 
of go\d and: jewells about him, and therefore en= 
trea's, that both J4rians and Father Fuſtinians 
houſes may be ſearched'; which is performed, bur 
no part thereof found, whereupon he defires the 
Judges that Iſabella and her ſervants may be put 
to rack, which they cell him they have already 
done, and that Thomas 'and Graceta both ftrong- 
ly juſtihed their innocency, and that 1ſabe!la had 
ſogood a report of her neighbours, and ſo many 
proves of her innocency,thar they muſt needs ex- 
empt and free her from choſe rorments, bur they 
rell him with all that chey will keep them till in 
priſon, and dire& him to purſue after A4rian and 
Fuſtinian, whom they undoubtedly ſuſpe& ro be 
the murtherers. 

Eight dayes are now paſt fince theſe wretches 
firſt fled, and in all chat time had they not gone 
ſeven leagues from Salynes, when behold therench 
night after their flight, being excremely tired 
with their foot travels, they eſpy at the entrance 
of a wood aftraying horſe, which coming near to 
take, Adrian knowes him to be De Lauriers 
horſe : Joy full hereof they make a halcer of theic 
girdles and garters, and caſting their cloaks un- 
derthem; they both ride on him, hoping ic being 
pow neep night £0 recover, Pontarlin by the nexc 
S 4 morning 
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morning by break of day,but they wander all night, | 
and come 'within chree long leagues of the place, 
wherea they are much troubled as fearing vevery 
bulh._ Bur here their horſe begins to fail them, 
which encreaſeth their fear,yer they reſolve to ride 
thither, becauſe they knew it to be ſo early that 
few people wereſtirring ; and they are come with- 
iQ a league withour being ſeen of any body, when 
ic pleaſed God at the ſane time to bring Du Pont 
in fghtof them, Now as he drawes neer, his 
eyes tells him, that the horſe whereon the one 
man rid was ceither his Fathers or very 
like him, which ftruck ſome ſuſpition of the 
men into his heart, that they were Adrian and 
tony and he was the more induced to think 
fo, becauſe he that rode was a Prieſt. But the 
better to aſſure himſelf, he ourrides them, and 
in paſſing by knowes the horſe by ſeveral marks 
to be his Fathers, and conſequently they to be 
his murtherers ; ſoturning out of the way as it 
were to untruſs'a point, they go before him, 
{ which was that he aimed at) and (o he followes 
rhem ro Pontarlin, which they enterand go to the 
fcſt Inn, at che ſign of the Tygre; which he ob- 
ſerves, and ſerting up his horſe at the next Inn, 
he comes back to the Tigre, and defires the maſter 
of the houſe ro ſtep and fetch the Criminal Ofh- 
£*rs of that town, to apprehend che Prieſt and 0- 
ther man lately come in, for that at Salyzes they 
had murthered his Father. The hoſt preſently 
runs to the Officers wha come with him, ro whom 
Du Pont acculſeth them of che murcher afarelazjd 3 
whom_chey apprehend in their chamber, where 
they vow and (wear to the contrary, which Du 
Pext unde;ftanding, delires chey may be ftarched 
for kis Fatheys goid, which chey do and fitid ſtore 
wag Ft | thereof 
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thereof, with ſome —_ quilted in their doub- 
lets and hoſe, yer they impudencly deny all : buc 
Du Pont aſſures the Officers that ic was all his Fa- 
thers gold and jewells,and now his,& therefore de- 
mands them, bur they (ay, they muſt be ſen wich 
the priſoners to Salynes; which upon notice from Du 
Pont to che Judges there, is within two dayes per- 
formed. The Priſoners being brought thicher,are 
again examined,but deny all : But being forchwith 
adjudged co the rack, Father Lo at the ve- 
ry firſt wrench thereof confeſſeth rhe murcher in all 
irs Circumſtances,and affirms that himſelf and 4dri- 
an only were aQours and authours thereof, and 
that [ſabella, Graceta and Thomas were abſolurely 
innocent and ignorant, The like alſo doth Adr:- 
an after ſome time. At which confeſhons -cac 
Judges rejoycing, they condemned them co be 
hanged the next morning, and their bodies after 

to be burnt co'athes : Which being now come, chey 
are brought to the place of execution, where firlt 

Adrian, and then Fuſtinian, with tew words, boch 

cleering Iſabella, Graceta and Thomas, they after 

ſome few prayers are turned over, Afﬀeer which 

excution Tſabetla, Graceta and Thomas, are let free, 

and the remains of De Lauriers gold, which was 

about a 11 or 1200 hundred crowns reftored co Dy 

Pont to rhe general ſatisfaRion of all parcies, 
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Roderigo and Dominica. » 


The Contents. 
Hippolito murdereth Garcia in the Street by night, 
for which he is hanged. Dominica and ber cham- 
bermaid Denifa psyſon her bushanu4 Roderigo : 
Deniſa after ftrangles ber new born babe and 
throwes it inta a pond, for which ſhe is hanged. 
And ge the ladder confeſſeth that ſhe was acceſſary 
with her Lady Dominica, in the poyſoning her hus- 
band : For which Dominica 1s apprehended and 
likewiſe hanged. 


N the rich and populous City of Granado,there 
lately dwelt an antient Lady named Dona A4- 
licia Cervantel/a, who by her late husband had 
two Children, a ſon named Dox Garcia, and a 

Daughter called Dona Dominica; Cervante/la , 

though not lefr rich , yet brought up theſe chil- 

dren very courteoufly, and maintained them ex- 
ceeding gallant in their apparel, which invites 
an old rich Gentleman termed Don Hippolito Se- 

?ino, by the Lady her mother to ſeek the Daugh- 
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ter in mariage. The mother likes well enough 
Hippolits's riches, but Domixica diſdains his age, 
( being threeſcore and ren years old |) at whoſe 
requelts Doz Garciaſo prevails wich their mother, 
that he ſoun changecth her good op:nion of Hippe-, 
lito, and ſo they all chree give him ihe 're- 
pulſe and denyall: Bur ſuch is his obſtinacy 
chat he will rake no an(wer, neither can they ſhifc 
their hauds ofhim,though they retuſero ſee him, 
and many runes leave him to converſe only with 
bare walls 

ButDominica 1s ſo urgent to her mother for a hus- 
band,rhat ſhe is aſhamed of her unchaſt deſires; yet 
-toprevent fucure miſchief, ſhe promiſech her ar 
large to get her one, wherewith lhe yer unſatisfied, 
prayes her brother to deal with her mother for the 
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© lame,which he promiſeth. 

« Nor long after ſhe going with her Mother to 
4 the Benedifine Monks church, being on her knees, 
1. ſhe ſees a proper young Gentleman likewiſe on his 
'' knees not far from her; waere bzcxoning her mo- 
E thers man to her, (he bids him inquire what that 


4 young Cavalier 1s; he goes and returning ſpeedy- 
ly brings ber word thac it is Do# Roderigo,Son and 
Heir to Don Emanuel de Cortez, whom the ac the 


n very firlt ſight deitres for her husband before all 0- 
*% thers:whereupen {he vowes that neicher her mother 
4 or brother ſhall have any cruce before they make 
. this motion of marlage powertuliy for her to Dox 
| Roderigez and the 1-25 gond as her word, for. her 
j- | impoxrunity fo prevails, chat upon conſuleazgon 
h they approve the march, and Dox Garcia isgoferk 
-G an occaiion to nvice hun home co his Lac ther 
hy Cerpantel/a's houſe; the which he performitd, and 
9 deals (o efteftually with Roderigo, that home he 
_ comes with him, Cervantelia after many comple- 


ments 
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ments preſents her daughters motion to him. He 
ſees Dominica and likes her, and ſo takes time to 
adviſe with his Father hereon, for his morher was 
already dead. He motions it to him, bur he ſeeks 
todivert his ſon fromic, becauſe he knowes her 
mother to be poor, yea and willno more. hear of 
this motion; yet Roderige will not give off fo, bur 
frequents her company,and promifeth that he will 
be her Hutbanid; which pleaſeth not only 
o—_ her ſelf, but her Mother and Brother 
al'o. 
| Hi»polito that old Dotard, underſtanding that 
Rederigo had gained Dominica's affe&ion,and ſhall 
' ſhortly mary her, which he thinks makes him - 
flighted; heis all ina rage and vowes tofmurther 
him by night, when ever he finds him «o iffue 
forth of Cervantel/a's\toufe. To which purpoſe,un- 
derſtanding that he was there within rwo or three 
nights afrer, he chargeth his piſtol with three bul- 
lets, and waits his comming thence. Burt Do# 
Garcia accidentally going forth privately to vii 
aFriend, Hippolito lers fly at him, and all three 
bullers pierce his body, wherewith he fails down 
dead to the ground. * 

The blow is heard, and Don Garcia is found 
recking in his blood; whereat all are amazed, bur 
Roderego ſeeking after the Murtherers, finds Hep- 
polito limiping in the ftreer, with his dark lanthorn 
in his hand, and layes hold on him and cauferh 
him to be committed to priſon. Next day Cer- 
vantel/a goes to the criminal Judges of that City, 
and accuſeth him for theſame, and foJ'nwes it ſo 
cloſtly ; that ar the tight of the rack he confel- 
ſeth che whole truth, and ſo by ſenrence the next 
day is brought to the common place of execution, 
and after a vain and fooliſh ſpeech, he js hanged co 
expiate his crime, Don 
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Don Emanuel knowing his ſon ay <b conti- 
nually frequenting Cervantella's houſe, and her 
daughters company; to prevent his mariage ae 
ſends him to Aſnallss a mannour houſe of his,ſome 
cen leagues off in the Country, with charge there 
to ſtay till order from him ro recurn. Rodevige 
grieves heartily herear, ſodoth Dominica in ap- 
pearance; bur rwo moneths are not fully | nr 
when ſhe being of a wanton diſpoſition, and find- 
ing Koderigo”s ſtay in Aſnal/1s too long as ſhe con» 
ceives; ſhe cannot hive chaf, neicher will remain 
conſtant, buc imparts her favours co one or two: 
proper young Gentlemen; which ſhe cannut aft 
ſo cloſely, bur her mother hears thereof, and 
chides heMharply for ic, but to lictle purpoſe, 
for ſhe will nor be reformed Whereupon her mwo- 
tfer mews her up ina Chamber; whereat ſhe pines 
and g:ows fick,andſo keeps her bed,this makes her 
ſ:nd a ſpecial Mefſenger to Roderigo to deltre his 
r:murn, and co inform him of her Daughrers indi- 
ſpotirion: Which Roderigo h-acring, and believing 
Dominica's lickneſ(s to proceed from his abſence, 
he ſends them word that he will be with them 
certainly the next day; ac the. reccipt of which 
newes they rejoyce , and according to his pro- 
miſeto her atGr,x 14c;he comes and viſits his Lady, 
whotdiſſemblech her afſeRion to him ; bur ſo re+ 
all is his to her,that with much difficulty he ob- 
tains his fathers conſent, and maries her with ſtar 

and bravery. Ks 
| Never hisband loved a wife more dearly, that 
deſervedſoil], for ſhe ſleights him, refuſech his 
bed and wil) hardly be brought rocome neer him: 
Wh ch unkiudneſs of hers bringeth him to a con- 
ſumprion, wheieof he is ready co dye; which the 
is fo fars fiom forcowing for, thar ſhe withed him 
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yea and rather than he ſhall live ſhe reſolves to 
poyſon him. For which end ſhe makes choice of- 
her chambermaid Dexiſa, who for tifty Dnckats 
yields her-conſent; fo they give hands and ſwear 
fecrecy to each other, and now impatient of delay 
ſhe makes Deniſa (ſecretly procure ſome ſtrons. 
poyſon, which is put into ſome white broth for 
him,and is in the morning bronghr by the cham- 
bermaid,and given by the Miftrefs ro her husband 
under precence of ' comfortable broth and hot 
meat; whereof before night he dyed, and by his 
wife is privately and ſuddenly buried. 

T his tragedy thus aﬀed , Dominica though a 
widow, yet 1s jovial and frolick, and now breaks 
pale, ranging beyond all bounds of chalticy, inſo- 
mich that her own mother is aſhamed to ſpeak 
with her,and Don En:emel de Cortez, her farher in 
Law'to fee her. 

Two moneths are ſcarce expired ſince Rod4erigo 
was laid in his untimely grave, when( contrary 
to the winds of all her friends) ſhe intermaryerh 
with Do# Lewis de Andrada one of her former 
Parammrs,&alrogether as vitious as her ſelf: Who, 
though he well knew her to be diſhoneſt, yer by her 
weaich was induce robe her lnu-band, bur finding 
thac come ſhorr of his hopes, he chinks ic high time 
to be wiſe; and contrary to his predecefiour Rode- 
rigo's humour, he is very ſtrift ro her, and in a 
manner makes her a priſoner to her chamber, and 
a ſcholar co her book and needle, caking from her 
moiſt of her beſt apparell, and all her rings, 
chains and jewells; and allowing her little or no 
money. 

Dominica'isainazed at this change of her for- 
tures, yer (he ſtill continuerh her unchaſt plea- 
ſure, and as cloſe as her husband keeps her, yet 
he 
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home. And her maid Deniſa ( following her Mi- 
ſtreſſes example ) wich the fifty duckats given her 
to poyſon Re4lerigo ; buyes new clothes, which 
procure her a (weer keart named Hugo,with whom 
ſhe wantonized ſo often, that ſhe became gnilty of 
a great belly,which ſhe concealed from all perfons 
but Hygo,who advertiſed by her therof,fled ro Mais 
ricia: Deniſa now conlidering her folly,and weigh- 
ing her milery, which was increaſe:i(as ſhechoughr) 
her being delivered of a fair ſon;this wretch hop- 
10g to prevent her ſhame, ſtrangles ir as ſoon as 1t 
was born,and the ſame evening wraps itin a hnnen 
clzath, and wich a packthread tying a ſtone rot, 
ws it toa pond withour the City and there 
chrowes it in; Which done ſhe goes not home chat 
night ro her Maſters houſe, bur rakes up her lodg- 
ing in the next poor Inn ar 'the Se. Fshzs head , 
where to the Hoſt and Hoiteſſe ſhe precends lames 

neſs by the receipt of a fall. or 
But Within an houre after, a Groom riding©ts 
water his liorſe in che ſame pond, the horſe itarts 
and ſnutfes exceedingly, pawing in the water with - 
bis foot,and thruſting his head cherein,and will noc 
be brought off, cill at lait che packchread being 
broken the linnen cloath appears and floars, whick 
the Groom cauling to be ferched a ſhore, and. be- 
fore diverſe ſpe&arours opened, they tind therein 
an infant, which they gueſſed to be ftrangied 
by ſome ftrumper, whom to find out they ſearch 
all the adjacent houſes, and ar laſt find Deniſa in 
her [nn;: Where che Otticers of Juftice ſecring a 
midwife and fome elderly women co ſearch her, 
they evidence againſt her, thac ſhe was that day 
delivered ofa Child; ſo ſhe 1s impriſoned and 
the next day ( being threatened with the rack) 
the 
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ſhe confeſſeth the ſtrangling her Child, and 
throwing it into the Pond ; for which inhu- 
mane fa the is coridemned , the next niorn-» 
ing .to be hanged. Art which time brought to 
the place of Execution, She on the ladder a- 
gaifi acknowledgeth the ſame; and addeth, 
Thac ſhe was acceſſary and conſented with 
her Lady Dewinica to poyſon her Maſter Rs- 
derigo, which ſhe affirmed they effefted as we 
have formerly underſtood. The Judges preſently 
ſend ard apprehend Dominica, who confronted 
with Dexiſe and threatned the rack,confefſeth her 
ſelf guilty of murthering her firſt husband Roderi- 
0. Sothey add to Deniſa's ſentence, chat her 
y be burne to aſhes; and the Lady Dominic 
ro be hanged for poyſoning her husband: Which 
ſentences were the next morging executed upon 
chem as was decreed, May we whoread this Hi- 
ſtory cheriſh vertues by che knowledg of her vices, 
and fortifie our ſouls by religion and piety, as ſhe 
ruined hers by the negle@ and want thereof. 
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SANCTIFIORE and URSINA: 


| The Contents. | 
Sanctifiore ( upon promiſe of mariage ) gets Ur- 
lina with child, and then afterwards rejeGeth 
ber an4 maries Bertranna, LUlriina ſenſible of 
her diſgrace, diſguiſed in.a Fryers babit, with. 
Caſe of piſtols killeth San&itiore as he walketh in 
the fields ; for which ſhe is hanged 


years, dwelt. two rich and beautiful young 

Gentlewomen, the one named Dona Urſina, 

the.only daughter. and child of Seigrieyr Aus 
guſtino Placedo; and the other Dona Bertranna the 
only daughrer of Seignieur Thomaſo de Troes: Which 
two Gentlewomen had each of them diverſe ſui- 
tors to them for mariage, yer. none of .them ſo 
dearly or- pafſionacely loved Vrfina as the Baron 
of Sand&ifiore of Capua, a very rich young Noble- 
man; and Bertranns as eagerly loved him, but not 


he her Beriruxns . therefore ſeeks by all her 
fricnds 


[7 the famous Ciry of Naples, of very late 
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friends and means to draw him to forſake Urſina, 
but yet it is in vain; for ſuch is Sanfifiore's love 
to her, that ſhe accounts her ſelf his, and he hers; 
by the triteſt promiſe that can be imagined, for 
there wasa ſecret contra@t betwixt them, Where- 
upon in honourable terms he ſeeks her of her Fa. 
ther, whothrough many intreatieg at laſt con- 
ſents that he ſhall mraary his Daughter, bur &n 
delayes the conſummation thereof for ſome 
time. 

S4a7ifiore continuing thus in Naples at a vaſt 
expence, grows into want of money, and knowes 
not at the preſent how to relieve himſelf; where- 
fore to make ſure work with his Lady Urſine, þ 
he ſeeks to draw herto his Juſtful deſire; which & 
after much time, and with matty ſighs, prayers 
and tears he at laſt obteins, for ſhe gives him the 
free uſe and poſſeſſion of her body, in which un- 
unlawful familiarity they remainfor two or three 
weeks. But then having abared his luſt, ( like a 
baſe Nobleman } he forgets all his oaths and pro- 
niifes to her, viliteth her ſeldom, and then bur 
faintly; and when the defires him to mary ber, | 
he is either deafor ſo ambiguous in his anſwers , 
that ſhe begins to doubt and fear his infidelity: 
Which indeed proves ſo horridly ingrate, that 
within three moneths he utterly forſakes her fight f 
and company,which torments & terrikes her heart ſy 
and ſoul, but how to remedy it ſhe knows nor. 
For now SanGifiore goes over to Bertranna and 
ſeems to court ber very lovingly, whereat ſhe re- 
Joyceth exceedingly, eſpecially being informed 
that there was ſome great diſtaſt fallen out between 
bim and the Lady Urſina, and that being farrſ 
from home he wanted moneys to bear out hs port þ 


in Naples. Bertrannua being of a ſharp wit, pre- 
| ſently 
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ently imagined that this laſt defe& might eauſe 
he firſt; To take him therefore quite off from 
rſina, and oblige him to- herſelf, well know- 
ng thac her Father De Troes exceedingly loved 
im, ſhe deals underhand ſo politickly with her Fa- 
her, that he meeting Sarcizfore rhe very next 
day in his houſe, takes him atde into his ſtudy 
and told him, that in regard of his long abſence 
com Capua, and his great expenſes in Naples, he 
wght probably want ſome moneys, and there- 
ore he freely lent, and then and chere laid him 
own 500 double piſtols ; adding withall, that if he 
eeded more, he ſhould hav? what he pleaſed, 
and repay it when he pleaſed.and that if he weuld 
mary his Daughter, he would give him all the 
ands and wealth he had. 

This kindneſs of De Trees ſo prevails with 
antifiore, that he preſently finds out his new 
iſtreſs Bertranna, and relates her what had paſt 
erween himſelf and her Father: Which fo pleaferh 
er, thar ſhe believes he will mary her, and in this 
ope he ſtill feeds her, being alwayes in her 
tompany, and nor once thinking of poor Urſing. 
Vho by this tinie hears of S«ndifiores keeping 
ompany with Bertra)na , as alſorhat he intends 
o mary her : Wherewith and with the {fight of her 
preat bsIly, and nor daring to acquaint any body 
ith her diſgrace, her (orrowes are fo augmen» 
ed, that ſhe knowes not which way tocurn ber, 
yet at length having her wits abour her, ſhe 
zeans to try if the can reclaim him, and co thar 
nd in a morning ſhe ſends for Sebaſtians her Fas 
hers Coach-man, who ſhe knowes will be faith- 
ull ro her ( and giving him'a rich Diamond ring 
front her finger ) bids hin find out che Baron of 
Sanfiifiore 5 todeltver him thar ring and cell him' 
FT z chat 
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that ſhe deſires to ſee him that forenoon; Se- 
baftiano tinds him and 4elivers his meſſage; to 
whom he gives anſwer, Commend me to thy La1y, 
and tell her I will wait on her immediately after 
dinner. 

Urfina now wairs his coming, when he arrives 
in his own Coach, and is conduRted to her chan 
ber: Where taking him alide, ſhe complains of the 
coldneſs of kis afte&ion, his long abſence,rthe vio- 
lation of his oaths, and of her great belly by him, 
with much more to the like purpoſe. Whereto 
he angerly rephes, that he cannoc get his friends 
conſent, and without that he will nor mary her; 
that Bertranna was though not fo fair, yer far 
more vertuous, and therefore ( quoth he ) provide 
thou for thy fortunes, and fo will I for mine : 
So throwing t6 her her: ring, he haſtily deparcs 
from her,and takes his Coach and away. 

At the conſideration of this barbarous cruelty 
towards her, her heart is pierced through witch 
forrow ; but ſeeing no help the reſolves to provide 
for her reputation, and for the laying down of her 
great belly: To which end ſhe chinks none ſo he 
as an old Auut of hers named Mellef anta, a wiſe 
and rich widow, living at Futzeolfe {ome ten (mal 
miles from Naples; where inventing an excuſe to 
her Father, that it is not unknown to kim how 
ſhe bath a long time been weak and fickly, and 
beczuſe the hath ofcen dreant'c that ſhe (hall in a 
thoxc thue recover her health at Putzeole, (he 
lumbly beſeecheth him that he will ſpeedily ſend 
he; chicherro live ſome (mal cime with her Aunt 
Mellefanta ; which ber Father willingly confencs 
tc, as Viliing to coutent her in all things ; (0 a- 
bour chrce dayes after having ficted up her clothes 
au4 bagcage, attended wich a — 

all 
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and a man, hz ſends her away in his Coach to 
his ſiſter Mellefanta : Where being arrived, the 
ſpeedily and privately acquaints her Aunt with 
the ſecret of her great belly, and prayes her beſt 
[ave and aſſiſtance 5; which ſhe faichfully promi- 
ſeth, commending her for concealing her folly, 
and bidding her be cheerfull, conragious and 
merry, But ſhe- cannot yer forget Saniifore, 
whoſe monſtrous ingratitude is ſuch, that the 
thought thereof impairs her healrh, and brings 
her unborn babe to an abortive birth, it being a 
Son; which (he having ofcen kiſſed and bathed 
with her tears, ſhe gives it to her Aunt, and ſhe 
the ſame night gives it a ſecret but decent burial. 
Urſfina remains very lick and weak in her bed, yet 
{ti}1 her heart is toward Sandificre notwithſtanding 
all his baſe ingratitude; and therefore not dai ing 
to truſt any but Sebaftiano, (ſhe ſends for him ro 
her beds ſide, and ſwearing him ro ſecrecie, ſhe 
chargeth himro poaſt ro Naples ro Saxfifiore and 
ro tell him, that (he is extreme ſick and nor like to 
live, having been delivered of his and her Son 
dead born ; and therefore chat ſhe prayes him to 
come over to her before ſhe dye, for that ſhe de». 
lires tro diſcharge her mind to him. Away goes 
Sebaſtiano ro Naples, and arrives at Sandifiore's 
houſe, but cannor bs admicred; he ſtayes in the 
freer till he comes to take Coach, which is not 
long afrer, when meeting him wich his hat in his 
hand, he delivers his Miſtrefſes meſfage ro him at 
large; whereat che Baron firſt (miling, then in. 
paſſion rounds Sebafians this anſwer in the car, 
Tell thy miftreſs Urlina from me , that I wiſh ſpe 
were buried with her baſtard, and that they were both 
with. the Devill; and ſo withour more words, - 


enters his Coach and drives away to br. runnt 
ro 
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to'whom he. revealed all this whole paſſage. 
Sebatiano returnes and relates the meſſage, 
which grieves her to the ſoul, ſo that ſhe tells 
her Aunt thereof, wha blames her for her fond 
folly, and bids her to defie and deteft him. 
When behold, juſt in the nick of time, as her 
Aunt and ſhe were abroad in a Coach to take 
the air, they meet a Servant with a Letter 


from Placedo to his daughter Urfiaa, which ta- | 


king and breaking up che ſeals thereof, ſhe finds 
theſe lines therein. 


Placedo ts Urſina. 


H&%": that by this time the ſweet air of 
L 4A Putzeole bath recovered thy bealth, my 
will and order to thee now is, that. thou ſpee- 
dily return bome t6 me to Naples( in thy Coach) 
by the bearer bereof, whom I have purpoſely 
ſent to condutt thee thither. I believe that thy 
Country abſence hath loſt thee @ good fortune 
bere in the City ; for Teſterday morning the Ba= 
rou of San&ifiore was maried to Dona Ber- 
tranna, daughter to Seignicur De Troes with 
great ſtate and ſolemnity, whom I had well ho- 
ped ſhould have been thy Husband. I remember 
wy beſt reſpefts to my ſiter, and my beſt prayers 
to God for thy vertues and proſperity, as being 
thy loving Father. | 


Placedo, 


The peruſal; hereof ſets Urſins all in fire to 
: po revenged on Santifiore 3 ſhe ſwears ro make 
him pay” dear for his ingratirude, and yowe! 


within her heart, that ſhe will either 2g 
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him herſelf, or cauſe him-to be murthered by 
others ; and now ſuch isker malice and hatred ro» 
wards him, that ſhe thinks of nothing but how, 
and in what manner to effe& it, ſo returning to 
Putzeole with' her Aunt, ſhe packs up her bag- 
gage, and with many thanks for her - kindnels, 
within three dayes takes her leave and goes 
home to Naples to her Father. Where ſhe is no- 


. ſooner arrived, bur ſhe firſt tempts Romancy her 


Apothecary to poyſon , then Sebaſtians her 
Coachman to ftab Sanfifrore ; but both theſe ab- 
ſolutely refuſe to meddle in ſach dangerous 
niatters ; Miſſing of her aim in theſe two, ( un 
certain yet how to accompliſh her will ) ſhe en- 
quires our his moſt trequent haunts, and walks 
without the City ; and jearning that moſt morn- 
ings and evenings, he goes a mile out of the 
Cuy to a dainty grove of Orange and Olive 
trees towards Sr. Germains. She ſecretly pro- 
vides herſelf of a Fryers complete weed, viz. 4 
ſad ruſſer gown and coul, with a girdle of a knot- 
ty rope, wooden ſandals, a falſe negligent old 
beard, and hair for the head ſuitable to the fame, 
in the one pocket of his gown , ſhe puts a ſmall 
begging box and a new breviary, bound in blew 
Turky leather and richly guilr, but in the other 
pocket ſhe purs a couple of ſmall ſhort piſtols 
ready charged with bullets and primed all theſe 
ſhe ties np cloſe in the gown , waiting a time to 
work her cruel fear; when receiving notice on 
the Tuſeday after Palmſunday, that Santtifiore 
was that day gone alone to his uſual place of 
walking; glad of which deſired occalion, ſhe bids 
Sebaftiano make ready his Coach, and giving him 
the lictle fardle, tells him, that ſhe 1s now re- 
{olved ro give Santtifiere ſuch a merry meeting 

T4 Ul 
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inche-fields as ſhall make him laugh, and there- 
fore commands to drive away to him, Now 
approaching tirer him, ſhe deſcends her Coach, 
and purs on her falſe Friers apparel, with all 
the prepared things , bur the ſtill hides the piltols 
from Sebaftiano, 'and alſo ner defign ; ſo being 
ready with the aimes box in one hand, and the 
breviary' in the other, away goes this counter- 
feir Fryer, to Santiifiore ; to whom approaching 
with a bow or two, holding up her begging box 
for an almes, which he' was minded ro give, but 
feeing ſo fair a breviary in the Friers- hands, he 
rakes: and opens ic , when Vrſina ſtepping be- 
hind him, and ſoftly drawing out one of her 
piſtols, ſhoots him into the back, and with the o- 
ther 'into the breſt as hefell; of which wound 
he preſently dyed : Which done waving her 
handkercher , hex Coach man comes up to her 
with his Coach, but js  emazed to find Sanfifio- 
re dead; bur Urſina calling off her Friers weed 
and throwing them inco a deep ditch , goes 
into her Coach, and fo with more haft than good 


fpeed drive 'rowards Naples 3 for asthey are patling ' 


along by the fide of a hill, the Coach over- 
tunes, and in the fall Sekaſftrano breaks lis lefr 
leg, and Urſina her right arm, the furious hor» 
fes drawing the coach afcer them in peices. Sit- 
ting now down on the ground nor knowing what 
to do, behold Sanfifiere's Coach came by with 
his Pagein irnamed Hieronimo, who ſeeing and 
knowing the Lady Urſina, and ſeeing her coach 
reverſed, alighted to go 'to her afliſftance, when 
underſtanding her arm and her coachmans leg 
to be: broken, he rakes them borh up and carries 
themi home in his Lords Coach, and ſo ſpee- 
dily rerurnes co fetch his maſter, - whom he tind 
-- 'L : Eras in 
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in the ſame pleaſant grove dead: Wherear he cries 
our and tares his hair for grief, not knowing 
what to think; at Jaſt the page reſolves to ſtay 
by the body and {end the Coach gnd Coachmay 
for Bertranna and De Troes his Father and wife, 
who preſently arrive there wich the criminal] 
Judges, who ſend there Othcers all abour the 
helds ro bring all pesſons they find before them, 
who among them all bring in þ«t oe poor ragged 
boy. 

"Che Judges ask his name, who cells chem, it is 
Bartholomew Spondy , his Father Pedro Spondy a 
Butcher dwelling at Naples in St, Foba Suburbe. 
They demand it he faw any one come neer the 
Gentleman; to whom he an{wers, rhar fromthe 
hedge within which he keyt his Fathers cows, he 
ſaw the Gencleman walk alone ar leatt an hour , 
that. then he ſaw an old Frier come to him, who 
ſhot off two piſtols at him and therewich killed him, 
for he ſaw the Gentleman fall preſently, and char 
a coach came up ro him, inſtantly and carryed huy 
away but where he knowes not; they asMWf whar 
c>lour the coach horſes were, and what Livery the 
Coachman had: The boy replies, the horſes 
were coal black, end the Coachnan wore a red 
cloak with ſom: white laces on it. Which Hierg- 
11mo oblerving athrined, ic was Urfina's Livery 
and coach hortes, and thereupon relaces that how 
he found them abour two houres afore, as is be- 
fore related, wherenpon they all ſuppoſe them to 
gwilry of Sanciifiores = , and accordingly Ber- 
tra1a craves juſtice againſt them of the Judges. To 
"which cfttc& hey haf ro Naptes, and fend an Oih+ 
fer ro Placeds's houſe tg apprehend Urſiza and her 
Coachman, whom they tind going forth at the 
S4:e ita freſh kackney coact, who furicuſly takes 

Ea | them 
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them away and puts them priſoners in the common 
goa] of that City. 

When $an7ifiore being ſalemnly buried, within 
twodayes after, Vrſina and her Coachman are © 
feverally convented, and charged to be au- 
thours of this cruel] nurcher, which both of them 
ſtoutly deny; the boy is called co give in evidence 
againſt them, whoſtands co his former depoſition 
in the fields, bur cannot think the Lady was the 
Fryer, nor can he traly ſay that this was the 
Coachman. 

The next morning SebaFzans is racked, bur the 
torments cannot make him confeſſe any thing 3 
ſhortly after Urſ44 pur to the ſame torment, and 
not able to endure it, confeſſerh her ſelf ro be the 
ſole authour and a@our of killing San7ifrore,in the 
fame manner and forme as we have already under- 
ſtood in all its circumſtances, but ſtrongly aftirmes 
her Coachman Sebafiano to be guirtlefſe: Upon 
which acknowlegement of hers, her Judges 
do lentgnce her, the next morning to be 
hanged. 

So about ten a clock in the morning, our ſor- 
rowful Urſina is broughr between two Nuns 
ro her Execution place : Where naking a re- 
pentanc and religious ſpeech, ſhe was turned 
over. 

Honeſt Seba#iano although thus cleered is by 
Bertranna's follicitations judged to the 
double rorments of che rack, which he pariently 
endureth withour confeſſing any rhing;the Judges 
therefore moved in conſcience co ma ke him ſome 
farisfa&ion! for infeebling his body & imparing his 
health, decree the Lady Bertranuna to give him 
300 Duckatoons;which was paid to him according- 
ly,and he diſcharged. 
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May God teach us all by reading this hiftory, 
from cur hearts to hate this Barons Levity , 
io from our ſouls, to abhorr this Ladies cru- 
elty. 
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The Contents. 

De Mora treacherouſly pifiols Palura in 4 duel : Bel- 
linda-p:th Ferallo's aid poyſoneth her hysband De 
Mora, and afterwards maryeth, and then murthe- 
reth, Ferallo iu his bed. So ſhe i burnt alive for 
the firf?, and her aſhes thrown into the air for her ſe- 
cond,murthber. 


Eer the City of Stremos in Portugal, with- 
in few years dwelt an ancient and noble 
Gentleman named Don Alonſo de More , 
who having ſpent his yourhful dayesin 

the warrs, now reſolves to ſpend the remainder 


of 
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of his age in eaſe and pleaſure ac —_ Whither 


e15now retired, hating women, ſpurning at 
love, and ſpending his time in hauking and hunit- 
mg, vowing tolead a ſingle life: Bur he will 
fhortly recant this errour, for in a cleer morning 
going abroad with his ſervants to hauk and hunt 
1 an hour he Jooſeth his ſervants and dogs, and 
is leftalone; angry at which, firing down on 
the ſide of an hill, and caſting up his eyes, he be- 
held a heron hovering over his head, he lers fly his 
hauk at her, in which flight he loſt his hauk and 
£011d never fer eye on her after, 

De Mora doubly enraged with rheſe loſſes, 
throwes away lis hat and Jure, and caſts himſelf on 
the ground co repoſe him, tl] attending and ex- 
peing his hunters. He had not remained there 
above half an our, but cloſe by him paſſed an 
aged Country Gentleman with a very” beautiful 
young Gentlewoman following him; ſhe had a 
waiting woman following her, and a ſerving man 
bearing his cloack and rapier : Theſe were come 
that morning to take the freſh air, and as rhey 
paſſed by 4e Mora they civilly ſaluted him, who 
prefently ariſing, and asking their names, he 1s 
cold that he is Emanuel de Curforo, and that the 
Gentlewoman is his daughter unmaryed and na- 
med Bell;xda, When his ſervants return and 
bring him a brace of Hares, anda wilde white 
Fawne, which he preſents to Curſors and Bellinda, 
with promiſe that he will come to his houſe and 
eat part thereof; thus raking leave of each other, 
chey go to their ſeveral homes, 

Ar this interview de Mora is wholly captivated 
with Bell/in4a*s beauty, ſo thar to make himſelf 
ſeem younger than he is, he ſhaves his beard and 


diphts himſelf in youthfull apparel, and in perfor- 
"*; 2 = | mance 
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manee of his promiſe rides next day to Curſoro's 
houſe to dinner, where he finds his entertzmment 
magnifcent and exceeding his expeQation. But 
this is that which he aims at, for he acquaints Cur 
ſoro with his affe&ion to his danghter, and his lure 
to ſeek and obtein her for his wife, Curſoro admires 
with pleaſure at this motion, and gives him hopes 
that he ſhall ſhori]y obtain &en oy her for his wie, 
Hereupon de Muru courts Bellinda, bur the is 4+ 
verſe tothe motiov. Her Father comminds hee 
£o love him and none bur him; ſhe makes no po- 
ſirive denyal bur only deſires a moneths reſpite 
to reſol ve on this great bulineſſe 3 which her F3- 
ther aud Je Mora (everally grant, and conſent 20 
give her , buc in the interim de More ſome- 
times in perſon, bur oftner wich rich gifts, vities 
her. | 
While thus De Mora leaves no means uneſ- 
ſayed ro gain her affe&ion, Bellinda being not 
fo chaſt as fair , loves a proper but poor Geg- 
tleman called Fer4inando Palura, to wniom ſhe 
had been ſo kind as often to. grant htm the ule 
of her body to the ſatisfation of their yourk» 
Full pleaſures: Wherefore ere the yield ro mary De 
Mora,ſhe ſends for Palura and tel!s him her mind, 
which be agrees to, (o as he may ſtill have che ule 
of her body as before, enjoy by her gift parc of 
De Mora's wealth, and atter his death thac with- 
in three moneths ſhe ſhall mary him: Bellizde 
grants him all, 

Having thus concluded with Palura, and the 
mioneth expired, her Father and De Mora repair 
Oo her, ro whom the with much reſpe& an{wers, 
that in humble obedience to her Father, and 
true atffetionto Don Alonſo De More, ſhe is re- 
folved to be his handmaid and wife, when ic 

pleaſed 
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pleaſe him to become her Lord and Husband ; 
with which ſpeeches pleaſed, he preſently con- 
tracts himſelf to her, and eight dayes after in 
great State maries her. 

Now within leſs than two moneths, De More 
finding his young wife ſlight him, becauſe he 
cannot ſatise her yonthfull deſires; and ob- 
ſzrving Palura ſo converſant in his houſe, and 
more than, familiar with his wife; ke growes 
 Jeajous at him, and begins to reſtrain her of her 
|* anna yea, and ſets many eyes over her to 
warch her. Bellinda takes this very ill at her 
Husbands hands,and in requital growes impudent : 
Whereat Pe Mora enraged , calleth her to kim, 
and chargeth her with adultery with Palura , 
which ſhe endeavours to excuſe, but nothing 
will ſatishe his jealous humour, he therefore com- 
mands her thar thenceforth ſhe neither dare co 
ſee or admit him into her houſe or company. 

Be/linda to avoid further danger and incort- 
venience, thinks ir not fit that Pa/ura ſhould fot 
a (caſon approach her houſe or ſelf ; and there- 
of at their next meeting ſhe gives him notice, 
and he promiſech to fulfill her defire there#n, of 
which private meeting and the particular ſpee- 
ches that paſſed therein he is acquainted by ſome 
of his appointed ſpies; at the knowledg of which 
he is ſo netled, that one day after dinner, ta - 
king his ſword, a caſe of pocker piſtolls charged 


each with two bullets, and Emanuel De Feralls* 


his Ladies Gentleman Uſher, he rides to the 
town of Arriallos , where Palura lived, whe- 
ther being come he ſends his man to defire him 
to come to ſpeak with him. Feralls finds Palura, 
and delivers bim his Lords meſſage; which he un- 
derſtanding,ſpeedily goes with bm to De Mora,who' 


being: 
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being frantick with jealouſie , after a ſhort com- 
plement, paſſionately chargerch him of adultery 
with his wife, and wichall aſſures him of his 
intelligence ( received as is before expreſſed ) Pa- 
lara proteſts all to be falſe and counterfeit, and 
that Bel/inda is borh chaſt and innocent of any 
ſuch crime ; bur this will not ſerve the turn,for De 
More drawes his ſword, and bids Palywre do the 
like, which he doth : The iſſue of their combat 
was this, that after two ſeveral] meetings, wherein 
De Mora was wounded, as Palura was turning 
his horſe to breath by conſent, De More with his 
piſtols treacherouſly and behind his back, firit 
with one ſhoots him through the head, and with 
the ſecond into the reynes of the back ; of. which 
mortal woands he preſently fell off his horſe 
dead to the ground. 

De Mora ſeeing Palwa dead, bids Feralls go 
tell his ſervants that their Maſter was lain, then 
( ſaith he) ride home and cell my wife that [ 
have ſent her adulterer Palura ro Heaven, and 
within ſix dayes after come to me to Liboxe 
whether 1 ain now poſting. 

Feral'o pertormes all his commands, both ta 
Palura's Servants and to Bellinda , who wonder 
at the ſame ; but fix weeks are ſcarce palt ere 
De Mora returnes home from Lis5one , having 
obteined his pardon, and after a few angry words 
fill reſtraining her of her liberty, he ſeeks co 
geconcile himſelf ro her, which her wantonneſs 
obſerving, and fecing ſhe could nor. ger any 0- 
ther, ſhe makes choice of her Genrlema-n[[ſher 
Ferallo , who was a proper handſom man ; and 
with him ſhe now growes too familiar , taking 
delightin obſcene pleaſures to ſatisfie their laſci- 
civious deſires, 

Three 
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_ Three monerhs together they drown themſelves 
m the impiecy of theſe their carnal .delighes, 
wnen by chance it comes to De Mora's know- 
edge: For it is to be underſtood that Feral/o had 
fortherly been diſhoneſt with Bellinda's waiting 
woman named Herodia, who ſeeing Ferallo tran- 
fported from her to her Lady, ſo that ſhe is niad 


with jealoufie , enters into a conſultation with 


herfelf wharto do; to which end having run over 
#n whole World of rhoughts, he ar laſt reſolves 
ro acquaint her Lord with this unchaſt familia- 
rity between his Lady and Ferallo, and with 
great celerity performes it; ar which newes De 
REhre anew inflamed wich jealoutie, ſuddenly 
calheereth him his houfe and ſervice, and will 
not eirfer give him any reaſon, or ſutfer him to 
rake his leave, and from thenceforth looks on his 
wite with infinice jcealoulte and contempr, and will 
hardly fluffer her roſee any, or any to ſee her. 
Bellinda much diſcontented herewith, ſuſpeting 
her woman Herodia, turnes her out of her houſe 
and fervice, and though ſhe be kept fo ſtrict, yer 
the hath many meerings with Ferz//p, at one of 
whliich they conclude to murcther De Mora, and 
afrerward in thorc time to inter-mary : To which 
effe& Bellinda gers poyſon and adminiſtrerh it inf 
broth and diet-drink, which being of a languiſh- 
ing operation, he within leſs than four monerhs 
dy erh-chereof, when with a wonderfull — 
fhew of torrow, ſhe gives him a ſtately funcln 
Andina little while after according to her pro- 
miſe, marieth with her Gencleman-Lfſher Ferallo. 
2ix moneths, day and night, he keeps good cor- 
refpondence , bur at the end thereof, —_— 
makes him negleful andro flight her, the cauſe 
wheredt 1s, that lie is enamoured on _— 
cr 
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her waiting Gentlewoman , whereby he ſo far 
ſorgers himſelf, that even in his Ladies fight he 
lies with her whole nighcs, wichour once thinking 
of his own wife. 

Burt Be/linda diſdaimingto be chus ſcorned by 
a Taylers Son { for ſo was Feralls ) after ſhe had 
uſed all means poſſible ro reclaim him, and found 
them to be fru'tle(s, retumes bloody thoughts 


] of revenge againſt him, and che very firft night 


that he leaves Chriſtalias and lies wich her felf, 
ſhe ( baving purpoſely provided a ſharp and keen 
razour ) at break of day, as he lay fleeping in 
his bed by her, ſhe cuts his throat and leaves him 
ſftrugling and weltring in his blood: Which 
done ſhe riferh up, cakes her dead husbands knife 
out of his pocket, and going it ail in his blood, 
leaves 1t on his pillow by him; ſo putting off the 
Cambrick (mock ſhe wore, which was all bloody, 
ſhe wraps it clofe together and therein the razour 
and a two pound weight, and putting them in hee 
pocket, away ſhe goes to St. Fulians Church on 
foor without any one to attend her, Now in 
the midway berween her houſe and the Chureh; 
there was a great deep pond, by which ſhe is to 
paſs, and before ſhe comes roit a poor old may- 
med Souldier named Roderigo mer her, and with 
much humility begged an almes of her, which 
the with many foul and harſh ſpeeches refuting 
togive, he in diſconcenc teaves her and fits down at 
rhe xoot of a great tree, where he could ſee her, 
bur ſhe might not perceive him; when looking 
after her ( having now learned her name of « 
milk woman that paſſed by ) he fees her throw 
Ho the ſaid pond her bloody ſmock and razour, 
which the ewo pound weight bound up' therein 
with a blew filk garter, made prefenrhyss fink, 
| V and 
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anti fo away the trips ro the Church, and afſoon 
as Walks is done, returnes thence to her houſe; 
where enquiring for her husband Doz Ferall:, her 
ſervants aaſwer they have not ſeen him that day : 
Whereat preteriding to wonder, ſhe ſends other 
Servantsto his charaber,the door whereof they find 
locked; they rerurn and report the ſame to their 
Lady, who afſc:nds wich them again, where 


they all cal] and knock, but withour any an» | 


ſwer ; ſhe commands to force open the door, 
which is inſtantly. done, when her cif and 
ſervants diſcover Feraio dead in his bed with his 
throat cut, at which fight they all make a la- 
mentable outcry, and leaving the Corps un- 
touched in the bed, run ro acquaint the Cri- 
mina! Corrigidor's of Strez9s. Who come and, 
ſeeing the infinicy of the Lactics rears, and rhe 
d:potrions of che ſervants chat they found the 
door faſt locked, the key witl:in itde, and his own 
bloody knife on his ptilow, they abſolur-ly do 
beii-ve, thar he made himfcif away ; and this 
opinion of thars is rrcvived an} believed of all, 
and Fer7{lo is by his widow buried with all re- 
quitzze ©-2remony and decency. 

Bur here we mult retro to the old Souldier 
Roder:go, who, having ſeen Bellinda throw her 
Þ!ocody cloath inro che pond, did verily be- 
Hieve char it conteined ſome ſhametull ſecrer a- 
gainit her, vviiich he chinks all che vvacer/in 
the pond cannot wath avvay; ſuſpeQing that ic 
vyas fome dead chijd or ſuch like ching. This 
Soirldier frayes three vveeks in Stremos , and 
begging for his living, among the reſt he goes 
to Be/linla's houſe, vyhere ac laſt meeting 
vvich her, he begs vvith much obſervance ſome 
Charity of her , whereat much offended, ſhe with 

much 
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with much anger bids her ſervants to ſet that 
bold beggarly Souldier packing, both from her 
and her houſe. Ar which diſcourteous uſage he 
ſwears revenge; and to that end, informing him- 
ſelf that Do#z Gaſpar De Mora, Nephew and 
general heir to Dox Alonſo De Mora , was at 
great twt in law with bis Aunt Bellinda , a- 
bout ſome of his Uicles Eftate deteined wrong- 
fully from him, he repairs to him, and ſecretly 


. tells him that ſome chree weeks tnce, and the 


very morning that Don Fer a//p was four. d mur- 
thered in his bed, he ſaw Bz//izdu rhrow a 


'bloody linnen cloth into the pond afor:mentt- 


oned, wherein he believed was wrapt lome 
dead infant, which he detired kim to reveal co 
the Corrigidor's to examine. 

Doz Gaſpar De Mora believing this report of 
Roderigo, leaves all other bulinels and acquzints 
the Judges therewich, ro whom Roderzga a- 
gain.contirmeth the ſame : Which underſtood, the 
Corrigidor's go to the pond with Dox Gaſpar, 
Roderigo, and three or four expert (wimers 3 
wherein one diving betrer than the reſt, ſees, 
finds and brings it a (hore in his hand co them: 
Who preſently cauling it to be opened, they 
find ic tobe a Cambrick ſmock, and in it a ſharp 
and bloody razour, with a bra(s weight tyed all 
together with a blew filk garter. 

The Corrigiaor's are aſtoniſht at this ſight, 
which Roderigo (vvears he ſaw Be/linds throw 
into the pond with her own hands, the ſame 
morning that Feralls was found murthered in 
his bed. Whereupon ſuſpe&ing her guilty of 
his death, they poſt to her houſe, vvhich re- 
folutely entering, they then and there cauſe 
the Serjeants to apprehend her, and carry her 
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inſtantly to priſon. Next morning ſhe is ſent for | 
before her Judges, who roundly charge her wirh 
Ferally*'s murcher , but ſhe denies itz they pro- 
auce her thole bloody evidences ,and confront KR o= 8 
derigs with her, yet ſhe ſtill perfiſts in her denial 
they adjudge her to the rack, at the very firſt ae” 
wrench whereof ſhe publickly confeſſerh, that it 
was (he and only ſhe that had cut her husband' Fe- 
rallo's throat with that very ſame razour, for 
which ſhe is condemned, the next morning to be 
burne alive without the walls of Strewo;, at the | _ 
four of che Caſtle, the common place of execution 
for malefaCtuurs. 

Nexc morning at eight ſh2 is brought thither by 
a St. Clares Nun on her right, and a St. Francs 
Fryer on her lefc hand, when aſcending the ladder | — 
and wringing her hands, ſhe again confeſſed her 
murthering Ferallo,and addeth withall,that ſhe had 
alſv poyſoned Don Alonſs De Mora; lo praying 
the people to pray to'God for her to pardon her 
fins, che Executionec with a flaming torch ſer frre | p) 
to the ſtraw & faggots waereof ſhe preſently dyes, 
and in leſs chan an hour after her body is conſu- 
med and burnt to a{hes , which her Judges cauſe 
curiouſly co be gathered up, and for her ſecond 
murther to be ſ{catcered and thrown in the air. 
May God make this her hiſtory and example tv» 
ſerve as a Chryſtall mirrour for all men , and e-. 
ſpecially for all women, that ſo they aſcrib? unto 
God all Power, Praiſe, Might, Majcity and Domi- 
mon, acw and for ever, Amen 
THE. 
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The Contents. 

Pym, Hampden, Stroud, Haſlerig, 8c. contrive 
with the Scots againit the King, the Scots wutiny, 
and the Engliſh rebel! by example. Pym 4ies 
wnaturally, Hampden is killed, Perers with the 
advice of Cromwel and Bradſhaw murther the 
King, ſeize his Eſtate and baniſh his Heir. At laft 
the People return to obedience, and the traitours 
are brought to Execution. 


land, of late Years reigned a King (o Peerleſs 

for his vertue, that his principal care was to 

appear good, and to be ſuch as he appeared, 
his greatnefle being a motive to goodnefle, and his 
goodneſſe the exerciſe of his Majeſties Grandeur : 
He was of an afpe& plealingly grave, wherewitch 


the beholder went generally away fatisfycd, of 
V 3 an 


T' the famous and flouriſhing Kingdome of Exg- 
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an affable an! ſoft ſpeech, yer firong of body , 
which he much improved to advantage by a fre- 
quence and well-ordered exerciſe ; whereby he 
learned both ro do and ſuffer: his name was 
Chor/es.tavis editus regibus, ſprunge from a royall 
frock of antient Kings, and by his birth and mari- 
age, allyed to all,or rhe greateſt part of the Prince- 
ly biood of Europe. For many Years enjoying the 
biciling of a long continugd peace, in the ſociety of 
his deareſt and moſt virtuons conſort Henrieta Ma- 
r1azthe worthy daughter of Hexry the IV.of Frarce 
ſurnamed the grear, from whoſe chaſt and fertile 
boſome he was enriched with many pledges of en- 
deared affeftion, among which three Sons ( of 
whom honourable mention will often be made 
hereafter ) were the chief ; the Eldeſt being Prince 
of Wales and ot his fathers name Charles, the ſe- 
cond Duke of } ork, and called Fames, and the third 
Henry (tilled Duke of G7cceFer. 

Heaven had now ſhoured down its bleſlings even 
to an excefle of happineiſe, when behold the De- 
vil repining to (re {6 much honour ,attended by fo 
exemplary piety : Puts into che heads of a giddy 
multitude a dispolition of claſhiug, which was 
ſoon taken ho!d of by ſeveral ſaions ſpirits, whoſe 
very firſt appearance ſo animated the rout, that 
there ſuddenly began a violent nonconformity to 
all order, which carryed them headlong to faRt- 
ons comiceis, aad they ro a conſpiracy in the Srg- 
tiſþ Nation, whoart on a ſudden fo highly pro- 
voaked by the inftigacions of the Exgli/h, that they 
make an incurſion into their Kingdome, aid as a 
forerunner of chem, they ſend to the People of 
Haymouth, A3t*nand the remnant of the borders 
this enſuing letter. 


The 
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The Letrer.. 

V E cannot wonder enough, neither are 

we a little grieved that you ſhould be 
fo ſimple, as to ſuffer your (elves to be deceived 
with the fair promiſe of the late declarations, 
Have you forgotten why we have taken arms, 
how often we have petitioned for our Religion and 
Liberties and all in vain ? Will you be perqur'd 
againſt God, looſe all your labours, and by 
your waver ings, hazard both your Conntry, Relie 
gion, Liberties and Lives? Are not we here int 
armes ready to take part with you, and the whole 
K ingdom obliged to (iand to your defence? Be not 
deceived with promiſes, May uot Aber- 
deen and the places about it be preſent exe 
ample to'y0u? Gad forbid that ſo baſe and un+ 
chriſtian though ts, as we hear. of you, ſhould en- 
ter into, and harboxr in, the true Scotilh and 
Chriflian hearts 


This was the Letter which was ſpread all over 
thoſe parts, the malice whereof produced an ef- 
{e& ſuitable totheir defires, vis, 5 gencral difcon- 
rent over all Eyglaud, which was [hortly after fol- 
lowed by an inteſtine war: Which for diverſe 
years proving various, invites ſi:ccefſe ro each party 
contending, yer at Jaft, caſt the advantag® on the 
rebels fide, fo that chey had gorten into their 
hands the King, whom they now reſolved to com- 
pell coſerve their luſts.or elſe they would renounce 
all ſervice to him, and make him their prifon:r, 
The chief movers of this ſedition were five, who 
being of the great councel ; were in their ations 
aberred by the Londoners, and by them (though 
accuſed of treaſon ) brought in diſpight of Ma- 
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jeſty to ſecond their ſaid evil s&ions. 

For the Army being by this time m*delled ac- 
cording to Cromwels defign, the Parliament fwept, 
purg'd and repurg'd to his mind , and himſelf by 
che ſucceſſe atrending the progreſle of theſe rhings 
animated, he now with his other aſſociates begins ta 
contrive that horrid nnirther which was afterwards 

erpetrated, The firſt ſtep thereto is the dethro- 
ning bills which are ſent to the King, whoſe an- 
ſwer thereto coming ſhortly after to be dehated, 
Sr. Thoawas Wroth by Cromwels dire&ion ſpake thus, 
That Bedlam was appointed for madmen, and Topher 
for Kings,that our Kings of late had carried themſelves 
as if they were fit for no place but Bedlam, and there- 
fore be moved that the King might beſecured and kept 
cloſe within ſome inland Guarriſon, with ſure Guards, 
& Articles of impeachment drawn againſt him,that he 
might belaid by,& the Kingdom be ſettled without bim. 
Which was ſeconded by another called Ireton to 
the like purpoſe ; but the nail was driven hame by 
this letter. Y 


Cromwels Letter to the Parljament. 


Need not mind you of the valour expreſſed by the 
Army in your tehal} againit the common enemy, 
wor tell of their piety, whe reby they have deſtroy- 
ed your enemies: It is now expedited that you ſhould 
govern by Tour own power, and not teach the peo- 
ple any longer to expe} ſafety and government 
from an obfiinate man, whom God hath harden- 
ed, for thoſe men that bave defended you bither- 
to, will defend in what ever you do in relation to 
ſucb « reſo/utien. Make them not by your negleT 
think themſelves betrayed, and left bereafter to 
theragg and malicevf an irreconcilable enemy 
: whom 
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whom they have ſubdued for your ſakes, whoſe 
future Government is to be ſuſpefted towards tbem, 
to become jnſupportgble and fuller of revenge 
than Fuſtice. T ſay make them not by deſpair ts 
ſeek their ſafety from other means than adbering 
to your 3 which reſolntion if they ſhould take up, 
how deſtruftive it will prove to you, I trembl- to 
think, and leave to your ſelves to judge. Con- 
fider ſeriouſly of this advice from 

your bumble Servant. 
O. Cromwell. 


This Letter being read, and the words ſeeming 
ro import ſomething of a menace, whereof che 
Houſes being afraid, preſently paſs the Vores 
for Non-adrefles, and print a ſcandalous De- 
claration to the World concerning his faults ( as 
they cermed them ) : While this was doing, Crow- 
well tinding the King to be a great ſtop to his 
affairs, reſolves to have him privately murdered 
and therefore writes to Hamond to this purs 
pole. R 


Cromwelto Hamond. 


Ou know Colonel in what a dangerous bot- 
tom we are both ingaged, and in what an 
inevitable ſhelf we are like to ſuffer a wrack, for 
the Parliament who firit implayed ns are unita- 
ble, -that I am fain to work my utmoſt to keep 
th:m from a cloze, ts prevent which, the ſureſt 
way will be to remove that Jdgl they ſo much a- 
dore, out of the way, either by poyſon, or by any 
other means, I leave the managing to your ſelf, 
the mojt private i the beſt, yet make uſe of the ſu» 
reſt, your faith herein will engage | 
Joarr Friend. O, Cromwel, 
This 
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This was not fo ſecrerly carcied, but that no- 
tice of the ſame was gotten by one Osborye, who 
informes the Speaker thereof, in chis enſuing 
Letter. " 


Osborne to the Speaker. 


$ir, 
Have it incumbent as a duty upon my Spirit to 
inform you, that Colonel Hamond bath re- 
ceived ſeveral Letters to remove the King by 
poyſon , or any other means, ont of the way, 
which I had notice 6f from one Rolfe 3 who alſo 
told me, that Hamond would mot, being loth to 
looſe the allowance he had for keeping the King, 
but that if I would joyn with him, we ſhould en- 
deavour to convey him to ſome private place, 
and then might do with bim what we would. 
This T am ready to make good upon Oath, if I 
may be permitted to come and go with freedom 


and ſafety. BR 
, borne. 


Upon the receipt and. reading of this Letter, it 
was inliſted on by ſome that a buſineſs of ſuch a 
nature ought to be fifced ro the borrom and not 
paſſed over, bur others {lighted ic with faying 
Osborne was a Malignant, but at Jaſt 40 dayes 
were allowed him, when he comes and avoucherh 
it, and one Dorcet further affirmed a deltign of 
Rolfes to piſtol the King ; Rolfe comes to the 
Ccmmons bar with a Letter from Hammond, who 
denies the deiign, and pleads therein for Rolfe, 
who in perſon did, but cremblingly and wich much 
irreſolution deny it, and afcerwards hid himſelf 
out of the way: This was all was done at that 
time or indeedat any time afterwards, Duke 
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Duke Hamilton was now come mto England 
with an Army of Scots, but was quickly and with 
eafe vanquiſhed by Cromwell at Preſtox : Who upon 
his viory marched preſently to Wedminfter, and 
took poſſeiſion of Whitehall and the Mewes for his 
quarters3 where he had not long continued, buc 
the King is ſeized in his bedchamber, and turned 
away priſoner to Hurſt Caſtle ſcituate in the Ifle 
of IVight, but ſo offenſively unwholeſome by rea- 
ſon of irs ſtanding in the Sea, that the very 
Souldjers who keep ir are for their healths fake 
ofren compelled ro ſhift their quarters, and to this 
place. ſo eviily qualified was the King brought : 
Which iafolency ſeemed to the whole Kingdom co 
be an inauſpicious Omen of the wicked deſign al-, 
ready laid againſt his life, and indeed ſo it proved 5 
for hereupon che Parliament was by a. ftrong 
purge moulded to comply with the Army, for two, 
parts of three of the members were ſecluded, 
and rhoſe that were admitted did proteſt poſi- 

tively againſt the King, | 
Now were they grown to that height of int- 
piety, thatic was moved in the Houſe to proceed 
capitally againſt him: Ac which time Cromwell, te 
pur a ſpecious vizour on his villany after his uſual 
way of canting, told chem if any moved thiz 
out of deiign, he ſhould think him the greateſt 
Traytonr in ths World, but if providence and neceſſity 
had caft them upon it, he ſhould pray to God to bleſs 
their Councels, thorgh he were not provided on the ſud= 
den to givethem Counſel ; This ſpeech ſo inconra- 
ge the Gang , that Scot with an impudence nor 
to be believed, broughc in the Ordinance for try- 
al of the King, for the perp*irating «of which 
damnable and treaſonable deiign there were ap- 
pointed ſome of all ſorts, and leaſt they thould 
(cruple 
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ſcruple either ar the A&or Anthority,for ſatisfa&i- 
on of both it was Voted Treaſon by the Lawes of 
the Land for the King to levy war againſt the Par- 
lament and Kingdom of England. By theſe con- 
trivances having now broughtthemſelves to ſuch a 
height of power and impudence , they paſs the 
Ordinance without the Lords, and ro take away 
the Ceremony of a Commiſſion under the great 
' Seal, ( which was the Kings )they proceed with- 
out anty Commiſſion upon the Ordinance,and eve- 
ry Commiſſioner ſets his own hand and Seal to the 
publick inftrument of their tranſa&ion. Thus in 
ſtead of bringing the King to his Parliament, they 
bring him ro a publick tryal in Weftwinter-Hall, 
where they impioufly and (acrilegiouſly condem- 
ned him to be beheaded on Tveſday the 3oth. of 
pry 1648. Or! which black and diſmal day, 

is Majeſty coming on the Scaffold with an ex- 
traordinary Magnanimity and Chriſtian parience, 
had his Royal head ſevered from his body at one 
ftroke, Thus this Noble Prince, a perſon ſandti- 
fied by many affiitions, afrer he had efcaped 
Piftol, Poyſon and Peſtilent air, could nor be ſa- 
ved from: the malice of Cramwel, nor the 1mpu- 
dence of Cook, Bradſhaw, Steel, Aske, Doriſlaws 
&c. Here you (ee the Sheephard ſmitten and the 
ſheep ſcattered, 


Yet let underſtand that Heaven is juf, 
Though ſlow ; and ruine conſequent to luſt. 


For fin and puniſhment are as inſeparable com- 
anions as the Sun and light ; iwprobes ( ſaith the 
oet ) ſequitur Vltor a tergo Deus, no lin fo often 

threatned,fa certainly puniſhed, as this of treaſon 
and Rebellion, The wickedeſt of women | ar , 
- - could 


M.1. - King Charles the Martyr. | 
could retort to Febu, bad Zimri peace that ſlew bis 
Maſter ; this we thall fully nuake good in the ſe- 
quel of this Hiſtory, for if che cry of bloodſhed 
witkourc a cauſe draw down from Heaven a Ven- 
geance even on bigher power, what then may ſuch 
villains hope for, who murdered their lawfull So- 
vereign, not cloſely in a corner, but aperto ſole 
in the open preſence of the ſhining Sun, and at 
the door of his own houſe, from whence with ap- 
plauſe and Majeſty he had formerly ſate trium- 
phant and admimniſtred juſtice to all his people, 
Obſerve then how and in what manner the judg-. 
ments of a provoked Deity have atrended the be- 
ginners, Plocters and Aﬀtoutrs in that moſt horrid *' 
murther, 

The firſt both in deſign and puniſament was 
Pym an antient Man, but elder in {in than age, 
who firſt broaching trayterous principles in his 
ſpeeches in the houſe of Commons, and for the 
ſame being queſtioned, he ( with four mere of t.is 
Accomplices ) flies into the City of Louder ; 
where having gotten cogether the raſcality of the 
multitude in a cumulcuous alſenibly , he and they 
are by the cumult brougbe co the Parliament, and 
ſoon afcer drove the King from White- Hall, but 
the Divine Juſtice found him out and plagued 
him with lice all over bis body, which by no 
means or Art could be prevenred, or driven away, 
untill chey had eaten into his very bowels, fo 
chat he deſperately dyed. A juſt judgment, that 
he whoby his inſtruments the baſeſt of che people 
had driven away his Prince, (ſhould be forced our 
of this. life by ſo deſpicable and od:ous a fort of 
vermine. 

The Lord Brock was a ſecond, who having taken 
up armes againſt bis Leige Lord, as he was look- 
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ing through a {mall hole ( after a party of Soul- 
diers, which had faced Liechfie/4, where the ſaid 


Lord lay then in Garriſon |) a bullet came and 


rook him in the eye, that he immediately dyed. 
Thus can no ſtrength ſecure againſt Heaven, for 
the eye that mocketh his Father ( the King, Pater 


Patrie ) and deſpiſerh his mocher { the Church, 


Eccleſia mater as this man was guilty of both 
ſhall be picked out: Neither ended it here, bur pro- 
ſecuted Hamden ( a third of the crew ) who was 
ſhor and killed by a party of the Kings horſe in 


. the ſame Cha lgrove Field, where he firſt muſtered 


and armed menagainſt his Maſter, Surely a juft 
ſentence: I bave ſeen Tefterday the blgod of Na- 
both , and the blood of his Sons, (aid the Lord; and 
T will requite thee in this plat, ſaith the Lord. 
Neither could the Hethams either Father or 
ſon efcape unpuniſhed ; for after they had with 
fronts of braſs impudently denyed to admit their 
Maſter into his own rightfull inherirance, and vio- 
lently deteined it from bim for many years, yea 
kept it againſt him, after, when they would have 
returned and made an expiation of their fin by de- 
livering the ſtrong place they held, into the right- 
full hand of che crue Proprieror, their pretended 
M afters accuſe them of Treaſon, caſt them intro 
the Tower of Lexdon, and there ignominiouſly cut 
off their heads: Can any Man firetch out his 
hand againft the Lords Anvinted and be guiltleſs? 
Surely nay, For though they fall not by the hand 
of an open Enemy, yet Fire ſhall come out of the 
Bramble to bura up tho tall Cedars of Lebanon 3 
witneſs Robert Earl of Eſſex, whoſe diſcontent and 
defire of revenge drawing him to tead a fation, 
wherein ſeveral times, both by command and per- 
ſon he fought againſt his Prince ;. but when he had 
broke 
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broke the ice he was {udd:nly cattiered & another 
pur in his place, he brat che buſh, another got the 
bird, for his Machiavilian Walters fearing his po- 
wer,and diftruſting his revengful Spiric, for their 
bercer ſecurity and freedom, from fear of 
him, they ſend a preſent, give him an Its- 
lian fig , by the ſtrength of which poyſon he was 
ſuddenly hurryed inro another world to anſwer 
the miſdemeanours he had commicted in this. 


$0 have T ſeen the painful husbandman 
Bring home the frozen ſnake unto bis fires 
By whoſe refreſhing heat, when it began 

To gather fireagth, not pleas'd ſo to retire, 
Herears his pois'nous head, and as he can, 
His venome ſpreads to make his hoſt expire, 
Like treaſon trading on that tep, by which 
It did monnt up to ſuch a lofty pitch. 


And now though thoſe villains had by the ſuc- 
celſe of their Treaſon,-even gorren all into their 
hands: One of the bloody minded Colonels 
by name Rainsborough, a Separiſt and Seary borh 
in his Religion and obedience, being ſecure at the 
liege of Pomfret Caftle, by the hands of ſeveral 
perſons yet unknown, was bereaved of his life, even 
in che height of his pride, and Kabſpakeh like rail- 
ing againit,the poor beſieged : Bur God put a hook 
into his noſe and he perithed ſuddenly as the dung 
ofthe earth. And not long after, Ireton a ſometime 
broken Citizen, aiming to poſſeſs one of the three 
conquered Kingdoms ; v2z. Ireland, was 1n that 
Kingdom at a City called Limerick ſhot to pieces 
with a Cannon, and hardly any part of him left to 
receivea burying place. O how juit i« God in all his 
works. 


Shortly 
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Shortly afcer this, villany growing to '-his 
, height andche vizor of all modeſty and goodneſs 
taken away; the ſcene was now laid open, and the 
certain of the deſign drawn, fer the King is pub- 
lickly martyred, and his Judges imployed in the 
greateſt oftices and trufts both forreign and Dome- 
ſtick;for DoQour Doriſlaxs is ſent as anEmbaſſadour 
into the Low-Countries, to give an account of the 
a&ion and ſeek peace: but he is met with the pro- 
phers reproof. Haſt thou killed and alſo taken poſ- 
ſe ſion 3 for fhortly after his atival there, he is by 
ſome ſtirred up theretono queſtion by the ſpirit, 
ſuddenly taken away, in che midſt of his mirth and 
jolliry, ouc of this life, dying like an hetheniſh in- 
fidel that kad never heard of God: for when he 
was ſecure;and with the fool in the Goſpe), bad his 
ſoul rake his caſe, lo ! at the fin his foul ceaſes 
to be any more a companion to the body. 

Another of the crew wasdiſpacched into Spaing 
where be had nor ftayed any long time, but he was 
likewiſe met with by che ſame hand of divine Ven- 
geance,and his life ſnatched from hinz before he 
was aware; his death was with violence fought to 
have a (atisfaftion for , bur che Church ( againſt 
whom he was a rebellious reprobate ) protefted 
her (ons, fo that their thirſt for blood was to this 
day unſatisfyed. So /et all thine enemies periſh before 
thee O Lord. 

Neither were theſe all that divine Vengeance 
vilited;for one Hoyle a ſometime Alderman of Tork, 
being carryed on with an inveterate, though un- 
deſerved bate,againit the Prince of the people,after 
he bad manytimes railed and reviled the dead aſhes 
of that ever io be remembred man, at the returne 
of the return,and on the very day of their miſchief, 
acconipanyed with no other but the Devil,the Pa- 

tion 
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tron of fuch miſcreants ) took occafion of diſcon- 
rent from his croubled conſcience, and Achitophel 
like went and hanged himſelf in his own lodging 
chamber,and was, as the Scripture ſpeaks, buried 
with the burial of an atſe, Bur that he mighe not 
be alone, another of the fraternity and an Alder- 
man too, Wilſpn,at his houſe in Sarreyneer Martin 
Abbie, being weary of the burthen of his hatred 
life, ſtabbed himſelf ro the heart, and ſo with Fu- 
44s received the perdicion. Thus one after 'ano- 
cher they march off, buc {till with che mark of the 
beaſt in their forcheads, thar he that runs may 
read, Thijs 5 the Lords doing and it is marvelous in 
OUT Ces. 

I might here relate ro you the, terrours of con- 


fcience cliat fiighted that devil incarnate Brad- 


ſhaw our of this Iife, and what ſirfifter fate made 
Prideanx ( a fit Arturney for a high Court of Fu- 
ſtice )ſoſuddenly'co miſcarry, and 0/;ver the u- 
furping tyrant cody deſperately mad or worſe ( if 
worſe can be), Upon all which forementioned per- 
fons the only hand of God, and not of nian, was c- 
vident in the exemplarinefle of cheir puniſhment ; 
but che reſt being left ro the Juſtice of the law, by 
the happy teſtauration of King CHARLES the ſe- 
cond, ſome were bamſhed,orhers impriſoned, try- 
ed, found guilry of that execral le muccher, and 
execuced co the joy of all good ſut jeRs | 
Thus we fee divine vengeance p: olecuting theſe 
ſons of blood and affallinacion, by whoſe treache- 
ry; diſimnlation and breach of Oathes, the King» 
dom was'almoſt ruined:Bur the pic they digged for 
others they are fallen into themlejves, and heir 
miſchievous device is fallen on their own pate, 
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MONTROSE and ARGTLE, 


The Contents. 


| Montroſe exdeaveuring to ſerve King Charles the 


Firſt in his wars, is therefore envied by Argyle, 
who with Huntly plot to entrap bim, and after 
many: trialls they at laft ſurpriſe him, when be is 
formally murthered : Argyle is impriſoned, who 
thereupon confeſſeth the whole, and for the ſame is 
executed. 


therly part of the Ifle of great Britan, with- 

in our memory lived a Nobleman rarely ac- 
compliſhed, valiant without fa&tion, no man 
having done more heroical adts than he, in power 
riches and parentage equal to any the great men 
of his own Country, as being defcended from 
that honourable and antient. family of che Gra- 
hams, and inftiled with the noble title of Marqueſs 
of Montroſe; who by the ſpecial- providence of 
God Almighty ſtanding up ro do his endeavours 
co maititain his Maſters the Kings juſt Rights and 
autho- 


]: the Kingdom of Scotland, the more Nor- 
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authority , the peace, -ſafety and Liberty of the 
Subje&s, and the honour and ſplendour of his 
houſe, was in all oppoſed by another great Man 
of che fame Kingdom, who was alſo a Marqueſs, 
and bore the Title of Argyle, a Man both ambi- 
tious and cunning ſervile ( yet envious to his 
betters ) but tyrannical where he could gain an 
advantage, and willing to any evil co get himſelf 
honour and ſafety: Againſt our Noble Montroſe did 
this perſon ſer himſelf a profeſſed Enemy, though 
ſomecimes pretending friendſhip 3 to whom ne- 
vertheleſs he ſent rhis enſuing friendly Letter. 


Montroſe to Argyle. 


MZ Lord I wonder at your being is armes for 
defence of Rebellion, your ſelf well know= 
ing his Majeſties tenderneſs, not oxuly to the 
whole Country ( wheſe Patron you would pretend 
t9 be ) but to your own perſon in particular. I 
beſeech you therefore to return to your allegiance 
and ſubmit your ſelf , and what belongs unto you, 
a5 to the grate and protedion of your good Kings 
who as he hath hitherto condeſcended unto all 
things asked, though to the exceeding great pre 
Judice of his Prerogative, ſo fill you nay find 
him like an indulgent Father, ready ta embrace 
his penitent Children in his armes, although 
he hath been provoked with unſpeakable inju- 
ries: But if you ſhall fill continue objtinate, I 
call God to witneſs , that through your own fub-+ 
bornneſs I ſhall be compelled to endeavour to re- 
&uce you by force : $oT reſt 
your Friend if you pleaſe 
Montroſe, 


Y 2 This 
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This Letter was ſent by a Noble Gentleman, 
and replere with all kind of vertues, who delive- 
red the ſame juſt when the two Armies were 
ready to encounter, but could have no other an- 
{wer, than being commicted to priſon with this 
threat from Argyle, as ſoon as he had got the 
Vicory to cur ott his head : Bur God provided 
better for him, for the battell preſently after being 
ſtruck, Argyle and his party was put to flight 
with a great flaughter, which ſo enraged Argyle, 
that he reſolves clandeſttmely ro effe& what he 
could not compaſs by force, to chat end he hired 
one Strart to affalinate Montroſe in private ; The 
Villain, finding it a thing of great difhculry 
to be by him alone atchieved, reſolves to draw in a 
Noble perſon the Lord] Ki/pont to be accellary to 
the villany 3 therefore taking him alide intoa pri- 
vate place, he diſcovered unto him his intentions : 
Bur the Nobleman highly dereſting fo baſe a trea- 
chery, laying before the ſaid Start the odiouineſs 
of ſuch a crime with many paſlionare ſpeeches, the 
wretch ſeemed ro comply as a convert, yet fear- 
ing to be diſcovered, as he followed rhe ſame 
Lord, at unawares he affaulted him and ſtabbed 
him with many deſperate wounds , little ſuſ- 
peXing i: faral a return from him who had been 
kis friend an4 Creature: The murthered corps 
being found,. cauſe da great tumule among the 
Souldiers, and grief among his friends, who pre- 
ſencly laid wait roapprehend the murtherer,* bur 
he was fled and eſcaped by killing a Centinel, and 
the darkneſs of the night, and came to Argyle, 
who immediately advanced him (though he. was 
_ no Soldier ) ro great, commands in his Army. 
This clandeſtine plot being now palpable e- 
nough to che eye of all diſcerning judgments, doth 
| not 
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not yet terriffe Montroſe, who che better co 
ſtrengchen a good cauſe, by the potent help of 
powerfull allies, ſeeks to joyn to humſelf the Gor- 
dons ( the Friends and dependants of the Marqueſs 
of Huntly..) when on a ſudden, from what hands 
he conldnot tell, there came to him this Letter, 


The Letter, 


I Lord, we need not we hope ſeek to ingra« 

tiate our ſelves into your Excellencies fa- 
zour, by informing you of our hearts, tis true, 
we have not with that readineſs as befitted us 
waited on you according to your expeation, 
with our ſwords in our hands, which if we had, 
knowing our Dependance on the Marqueſs of 
Huntly, we had been ruined, for hitherto we 
#ll hoped hi integrity, but now with grief ave 
enforced to let your honour know the Contrary, 
for Huntly 7s your back-friend, und both by his 
example and private directions, hath withheld us 
all, forbidding even with threats all. with 
whom he hath power to have any thing to do with 
your Lordſhip, or to aſſift you either with their 
prwer or Counſel. This we thought fit to ſgnifie 
unto you, deſiring ſtill to continue in your goad 
favour 4s 

Tour faithful! Friends 
and ſervants, 


Montroſe having received this intelligence, 
thoughr it no boor to ſtay any longer in thoſe 
quarters, but chiefly becauſe Argyle purſued him, 
whereat vexed in his hearc to be followed by a 
coward, he reſolves to fight the rebels, and ro 
that end made a ſtand, which Argyle perceiving, 

N 3 | delires 
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deſires a ceſſation, and propoſes that engage- 


ments may be given on both fides for a confe- - 


rence and treaty, yet at the ſame inſtant invites 
Montroſes Souldiers to forſake him , by promiſes of 
indemnity and reward, nay which is more con-» 
trary to the law of armes, yea the rule of Chriſti- 
anity , ſetsa great price upon Moxtroſes head, to 
be paid to any murtherer that ſhould bring it in, 
bur to ſo little effeR&, - that all deal wich, pre- 
ſently diſcovered the treaſon; to retaliate the 
effe&s | of which miſchief on A4rgyles, own head, 
for he ſpeedily marches into his Couytry, when 
nothing leſs was ſuſpe&ed, ſpoiles his territories, 
drives away his Cartel, and makes all men ſer- 
viceable for war priſoners, marching when he 
had done from thence tijl he came to a place 
named Dxnkell, at Which time Lewis Gordon, Son 
to the Marqueſs of Hrxtly, who had been a rebel, 
but by th&qnediarion of his brother the Noble 
Lord Gordon had been received inco favour, by 
Lecters from the old fox in the hole, his Father, 
tempred and carried away with him almoſt all che 
Gordons, and baſely deſerted Montroſe and him, 
when they were ready to be engaged with the en- 
emy. The Marqueſs of Huntly by private direQi- 
ons to the Earl of 4teyne his ſon, who by reaſon of 
fickneſs was abſent much about the ſame time, had 
inveigled and allared away almoſt all the Nor- 
thern men from.their colours. Nay to that 
height now was their treachery arrived, that ſeve- 
ral of the great ones envying the good (ſucceſs of 
Montroſe, not of intent to dorthe King ſervice, bur 
only to trepan his Lieutenant, invite him into 
the South borders of Scotland, where they had ſo 
contrived their bufineſs with ſecrecie, that when 
ſome of Moxtroſes beſt horſe , and moſt m_—_ 
c 
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ed with the Country, were ſent out to ſcour, 
they returned with this intelligence, that they 


1] had been ten miles about and diligently exami- 


ned all by-wayes, bur could neither find or hear 
of an Enemy, thongh in truth they were but 
four miles from Se/kjrk, where they had notice 
by [Letters of Moztroſes ſtrength, and that he 
might eafrly be ſurpriſed on the borders of Tweed, 
which indeed ſhortly after he narrowly eſcaped, 
Montroſe perceiving himſelf betrayed by theſe 
Men, he marched into the North to recruit his 
tyred and broken forces, when Huntly began a- 
gain to come into play, telling his followers he 
would undertake the war in perſon and not re- 
ly on Montroſe ( againſt whom in truth though 
without cauſe he ever bore a ſpleen )) by which 
means Absyne and his brother Lewis began to 
flack their duty, and at laſt defired leave ro de- 
partz which after many diſcuſbons, with nauch 
ado was extorted from Montreſe ſore againſt his 
ſtomack, and to take off Hunt/eys cauſcleſs ma» 
lice againſt him, by a continued correſpondenee 
he ſends to him to haſten wich his forces, bur 
Huntley meant nothing leſs, remaining obſtinate and 
inflexible,reſolving that neither he nor any of his 
Children ſhould have any thing to do with 
him : Montroſe yet unwilling to fall foul with 
him, by Sir Feb Dalyel thinks it convenient to 
fend him this enſuing Letter, 


Montroſe to Huntley. 


| I need not inculcare to your rYemem- 
> brence the danger the King and Kingdom at 
preſent is in, & the miſery that hanges over his and 
all faithfull ſubjefis beads : Blame me not , my 

X + Lor d, 
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Lord, if I can lay the fault on none but your 
ſelf and ſon, firſt for hindering the ſupplyes which 
the King ſent, and next for the loſs of thoſe gal- 
lant and faithfull men, lately with fo much 
cruelty butchered, yet nevertheleſs, ſince things paſt 
cannot be recalied, T beſeech you to recollett your 
ſelf for the future, and if you will not aſi, yet 
at leaſt grant the favour of @ conference to the 
Kings Governonr, 
WT . | Montroſe. 


Huntley received thjs Letter with his wonted 
peeviſhueſs; and was infiuirely averſe ro a confe- 
rence; whereof Montroſe advertiſed, that he 
might leave nathing unatrempted, reſolved to go 
and ſpeak with him wherher he would or n9. 
Therefore leaving his forces in their quarters, 
he poſted early in the morning. to his Cattle, and 
caught himere he was aware, and gave him ſuch 
ſatisfaTion, that at Jaſt he {cemed to giye hin his 
hand, and promiſed no: only his men but himſelf 
in perſonto affiftt him; ſo that Montroſe now ſup- 
pohng Hunt/eys ſpixit pacihed aud ſeriouſly incli- 
nedeo© joyne wich him, falls ſtoucly to his 
proſecution of the war, but Huut/ey meaning to 
perform nothing leſs chan what he had promiſe, 
having paſted the Spey and entered into Murray, 
trifled away his time, and waſted his ſtrength wich- 
our either honour or profit , and after tg weeks 
» time returned home as wiſe as he went out,whoſe 
ſo baſe retreat made the army to moulder, and 
cauſed other approaching forces to make a ftop, 
and delay gheir joyning: Whereupon deſpairing 
of atiy good from him), he began to look ro himſelf, 
leaſt he ſhould berray him), in this nick of rime 
comes a Herald to Montroſe from the King, com- 

rote ne manding 
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commanding him t& lay down Arms and dis- 
band,and todeparc into France and there wait his 
Majeſtjes pleaſure. Aſtoniſhed at chis,and ſuppoling 
it might be but a plot, vowing that, as he hal 
taken up arms by the Kings Conuniiſion, fo he 
would never lay them down but by his command, 
aud therefore delired che King himſelf co lign him 
conditions, and he would immediacely obey; aC 
laſt articles are brought ſigned by che Kings hand 
to disband and depart the kingdom with ſpeed : 
Which,notwichftanding all che plots of his enemies 
la:d co entrap, he effeQually performed, raking ſhip 
at Stanubivein a {mall veſſc] for Norway, from 
whence after many journeys inro moſt parts of 
Chriſtendom wici: ſmall fuccetſe,he recurned with 
ſome few forreign forces into Scot/ard4,whole num- 
bers and ftreygth being inconliderable, they 
yerg ſoon ſuppreſſed afcer a valiant defence, and 
the Marquefle of Montroſe himſelf enforced tofly, 
where meeting wich the Laird of 479, and belie- 
ving to find fitendſhip at his hands,he baſely ſeiz'd 
or. him & delivered him up co his enraged enemies, 
and they brought him to E4enboureh by way of the 
Cannon Gateina cart, barcheaded and bound , 
drawn with four horſes,and driven by the hangman 
wich his hat on, towards the priſon, where he was. 
cloſely (hit up, and afcerwards at the inſtigatian 
of Argyle, t.ail Lowdzn, Lothian Ker, Caſſels , che 
Laird of Swinton, Sr. Fames Stuart and (ome 0- 
thers of Argy/es faftion, Mr. Rob. Trayle and Mir 
Mungo Law Miniſtzrs, he was. accuſed for . many 
things,but chiefly forwatting 4rgyles eſtatz,forwhich 
indeed he was formally murchered, being hanged 
on a Gibbet ewenty foot high, then cut down, and 
beheaded and quarcered,and his body thrown in- 
ro a hole in the common place of execution. Thus 

: Was 
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was this famous man brought to a ſhamefull end by 
creachery ; but now ſee the juſtice of heaven a- 
gainſt the Malefa&ours, for King Charles the ſe- 
cond being reſtored to his Dominions, hath for the 
ſaid murther and other treaſons, apprehended and 
put into the Tower of Londox the Earls of Argile 
and Antrim, and caſt into another priſon Swinton: 
the chiefof the rebells having already in one way 
or other been ſmartly and ſeverely puniſhed, ſome 
by death, others by the loſle of their eſtates, and 
many by baniſhment. 

So juſt is heaven that it never ſuffers murther 
to go unpuniſhed, eſpecially when commitred with 
ſo open violence on ſuch noble perſons, having dy- 
ed lamented for his vertues all over Chriſtendom, 
by all ſorts of men : and fince his death even be- 
wailed by thoſe who had a finger in ir, though 
their ſucceſſe at rhat time did animate them to 
ſuch cruelty, 
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Sonds and his two unfortunate Sons. 


The Contents. 

George the Elder ſon falls in love with Madamoy- 
ſelle de Laune, but finding bis fathers averſeneſſe 
lraves her. Freeman the younger ſon courts anc» 
ther Lady and will not be drawn from her : Under 
« pretence quarrels with bzs brother, and ſhortly 
after murders him in bis bed; he diſcovereth it 
bimſelf to his father, who thereupon cauſeth him to 


be apprehended, be con/eſſeth the fait and is hanges 
for the ſame, 


the Metropolis thereof Loxdox ) is a County 

called Kent, fertile and uneonquered even 

— fromirs Aborigines: In the mid whereof with- 

in the compaſſe of halfa ſcore years lived a gen- 

rleman of a good family and of a fair and plentiful 

eſtate, and intermairyed with a Lady of = —_— 
= our 


T: the Eaſterne part of great Britans Ile( as to 
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bourhood, whoſe pleaſing beauty,affable courteſy 
and innate modeity yielded him ſuch variety of 
"content,that his heare could ſcarcely think how to 
wiſh for more, till at laſt he was bereaved of her in 
the prime of her youth by deaths inevirabie ſtroke, 
having had many Children, which were dead 
young,the only two remaining teſtimonies of their 
cen ugal affe&ion,being ewo ſons, the one named 
George, and theother Freeman Sonds: The careful 
Father, as ſoon as they were of years convenient, 
put them out co very good and fſele& ſchools, of- 
ten in perſon viſiting them, to have aneye co their 
education, both as to religion and learning; from 
ſchool they went to Cambridge,and wereplaced in 
Sidxey Colledge under the ſpecial governance of 
an able and Godly Tutour,by theſe means endea- 
vouring to ſeaſon them in their tender years with 
ſuch ſound and wholſome rudiments, as no ſutle 
temptations of fleeting youth might for the future 
take them off ; and indeed upon the elder brother 
George they had a mighty Ly wala by difpoling 
his nature early to hearken to his fathers advice, 
and incline to vertuous courſes, being of an afia- 
le, miſd and (oft nature, which won him the 
hearts of his friends and acquaintance. But Free- 
maigthough rhe y ouUNger,was quite contrary,being 
plealing tonone, but crols grain'd,peeviſh & per- 
verſerto all, and as much to his father as any. 

Theſe rwo brothers thus contrarily diſpoſed, 
yet for many years kept a very perfe& harmony, 
in{omuch that when che father would have parted 
them by ſending Freeman to the Inns of Court, he 
would by no means be perſwaded thereto (though 
much preſt to ir) becaute he would bear his bro- 
ther company : Which hedidin all places, upon 
all occaſions, with gmch ſeeming atte&ion; wm 
- which 
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which time George growing now tothe age of viri- 
lity, fortun'd to caſt his eye on a handſome young 
Lady ( but his Conſen Germane ) named Mada- 
moyſelle ae Lanne, who was relident with her mg- 
ther at a place called Lingftead not farr from his 
Fathers mantion; tothis Lady did our young 
Gentleman make his application , and by all the 
arrs of a curious court{hip woed her to yield eo 
become his wife ; She likea righe woman, find- 
, ing him caught, ro make him the more (ure, gives 
him lineto entangle by, an extraordinary coy 
behaviour towards him, which made him ſo much 
the more eager, that he never delifted from day co 
day to lay (o cloſe a feige, that at Jalt ſhe confen- 
ted tv be ar his dispolal: Wherewich our two lovers 
reſt ſo well ſatisfyed, that they would nor believe 
any joy to equall, nmch lefle ro ſurpatle , the con- 
rtenc they at that time mucially participaced in 
each others ſociety, and the fruition of their con- 
cluded love : This was not carrye:l fo privately 
buc that one Mr. H»ginſ.n a near relation, gor no- 
tice of it, who by a letcer preſently { wrices word 
to Sr, George Sunds the Father to this effe&, Thas 
hehad thought his Couſen Georg? hal come to bijs 
houſe ont of love to bowling, but he ſaw now that it 
was out of love to his Conſen Anne de Laune, and that 
if it were not timely prevented, thez might make 
themſelves ſure together, This unexpe&ed news 
coming to the father late at nighr, next morning 
he went to Lingftead and asked for Mrs. De Leunes 
mother, which was his liiter, and told her of ic, 
ſhe pleaded ignorance, end that the knew nothing, 
and diſliked tuch a thing.: Wherenpon he deſired 
to ſpeak with her daughter, who with much diff». 
culty was brought to him, to whom he ſaid,Curſerr 
there is a buſineſſe going ou between my ſon aud you, 
alt g- 
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[together againit the liking of your- parents , and if 
you proceed it will be the ruine of you both, for I ſhall 
ever give way to it, I hold it fo nulawfull for Couſen 
Germans to marry, and therefore 'if you will now go 
no farther in it, I ſhall be a good friend to you, and 
take care to provide you a fitting husband, 

Szr, (aid the, it ix gone ſo farr that I think my 
Couſen George will not conſent ts what you propound, 
but if he be willing I ſhall not be againſt it, yet I think 
be will not. 

Upon this they parted and Sr. George came home, 
when he preſently told his fon that he heard of 
ſuch a butineſs, and had ſpoken with his Coufen a- 
bout it, who{ finding it diftaſtful tro the parents ) 
feemed willing co lay it aſide, if he would not be 
averſe. Hercupon he abſented himſelf for a few 
dayes, but being underhand follicited ro come thi- 
ther,he was importunate with his father to go, who 
at length very unwillingly gave way to him,* bur 
charged him not to renew his ſuite, He had not been 
gone an hotir ere Sr.George the father followed, who 
finding the young couple together, commanded 
them both farely to lay altde their thoughts of a 
match,becauſe he did ever abhorr the mariage of 
Conſen Germans, telling his ſon withall, that if he 
maried her, he muſt not look ro core withia his 
doors, and ſo went his way. | 

Shortly after the young man followed him home, 
whom his father commending for his care, wiſht 
him to forbear going chither any more, which ad- 
vice he took and punually obſerved. 

This forbearance of his to viſit them,made them 
bethink themſelves what to do to reclaim him,they 
ſollicite him by meſſengers, Letters and importu- 
nate requeſts, but to no purpoſe, for he continues 


firm againſt them, yet tliey ceale not toſend to 
him, 
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hin, which at laſt compelled from him this enſu- 
ing civil letter. 


George Sonds to Madamoyſelle de Laune. 


Oſen, I have of late received many letters 
and meſſages from your ſelf and my Aunt 
your mother, inviting me to viſit you, aud tender 
wy ſervice as an affettionate Lover; I muſt con- 
feſſe, the errour of my youthful thoughts net able to 
fathom the depth of reaſon or religion, did for 
a time make my fancy deviate and firain my love 
into affetjion ; but what ever my thoughts or in- 
tents were then, the matter being now known to 
my father, I ſee ſo much averſeneſſe in bim that 7 
cannot go 01: Beſides I beſeech you dear Coufen to 
conſider, that we are ſo neer of blood, that I fear 
God will never proſper ſuch a mariage. Therefore 
I earnefily entreat you to have me excuſed from any 
further progreſſe, and deſire you likewiſe to have 
no more thoughts of it, but quite lay them aſide : 
the continuance whereof will have ſo much of evill 
in it, 4s will worke not only for the unhappineſſe, 
but the ruine of us both;to avoige which ſhall be the 
defire of 
Tonr truly toving Coſen 
George Sonds. 


After the ſending of which letter, to be as good 
as his word and avoid temptations, he retired in- 
to Suſſex, and ever afrer he was ſo averſe ro them, 
that he could not endure any mention of her or 
her mother. 

In the incerim of theſe paſſages Freemen Soads 
the younger ſon falls in love likewiſe with a faic 
Gentlewoman, in whoſe company he was very 

fre- 
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frequent, ſpendingevenal} his time with her in 
gaming, lc was reported by the general vogue of the 
Country that ſhe had three or four hundred pou nds 
a year, the newes whereof and the young couples 
love coming together ro the fathers ear, he endea- 
Voured to divert htm, but finding his fon obſPinate- 
ly fixed, without any further motive he ſeemed to 
give way 3 bur the fathers offer not anſwering 

Freemans expe@ation, macehim grow diſcontent, 
conceiving within hituſelf chat if his brother were 
dead, he then ſhould have ai}. BRere was rhie firſt 

entrance of che devill, and from hence forwards 
he began to have an evil eye, and with his brothers 

death, 

Another motive; though in it felf but fright, 
yet was ſufficient to draw him, ( it ſeems ) to work 
a revenge, and that was about a doublet, the ſtory 
m thort was this; 

George Sonds the Elder foni comming our of S,ſ- 
ſex to London, by miſtake wore his trothers doubler, 
which upon his return home he defired his brother 
Freeman to exchange, each to take his own;Woich 
his brother Freeman refuſed with much obſtmacy. 
Norwithitanding the commands & encreaties of his 

father,whohaving heard themwrangle atour itzcame 
trothem to know what was the matter, bur nothing 
would prevail with Freemans obltinacy. Where 
upon his father ſaid,T ſce this is nothing but wilfulneſſe 
only to creſſe your brother, to whom you need not be ſo 
dogged. For T tell you, if I die, Tou muſt be behold= 
ing to him, and. whatever jour flatteries tell you of a 
thouſand pounds a year or more that you have, which 
Jour father cannot Leep from y1u» I who know better 
than they, tell you, that you have not a groat, but what 
Jou muit be beholding ts your father for, and that it ts 
in hi; power to leave you as little as your Vuckle m_e: 
. CM * as 
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las had left him. And,therefore you need not carry your 
ſelf ſo Fubbornly againſt bim as if all were yout " 098 
allready. I tell you, theſe croſs humours of yours if you 
continue in them, will Puine zou. This was all his 
Father ſaid co him : Yer he would have, and had 
his will,and ſtil] kept his brochers doubler 3 Theſe 
words of his fathers he by misinterpretation 
wreſting tothe worlt, augmented his diſcontent, 
that by che help of the Devil, was blown into a 
flame, which ſo incenfed him chat he vowed re- 
venge,and hence forward he thirſted afcer his inno- 
cent brotheis blosd, without which he was never to 
be ſatisfied. 

T hree moneths and upwards were now paſt ſince 
this conteſt for the doublet happened, in which 
rime all manner of refpc& and kindnefſe borh 
from his brother an father continued to him to 
the very night before the murther commicted, and 
all former quarrels ſeemed to be quire forgot. Sr, 
George Son4s the farther in his interval had been ſe. 
ven weeks from chem a priſoner in Vpnor Caſtle, 
and did not ſee chem buc as they came ſomerimes 
to him paſſing berween Londou and his houſe : Ac 
lengch he cant: home,and the very day before, he 
and boch his Sons were at Feverſham in the ſame 
County of Kent to [ce a match of running'( a ſpore 
wherein the young men much delighted } all day 
there appeared nothing bur pleafingneſle, and- at 
nighc they all came home and went co bed, with= 
out the leaſt (hew of any difconcenc, 

. In chis times of darkne(s, that malicious ec» 
nemy of mankind taking his opportunity, began 
to intoxicace young Fremans thoughts wich a freth 
delire of revenge; to that end he ſummons all 
means that might facilicare his intent. Murder he 
reſolves on, but ho'v or by what means he bal 

Y uot 
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not yet contrived, to bed therefore he goes: to 
rake counſel of his pillow, where generally men a- 
riſe upon ſecond thoughts berter qualitied; but 
hence alas he proceeds ro perfet the wickedneſs 
of his deviliſh intent, nortin the dark, though: he 
paſſed a reftleſs night, but as if ngt aſhamed of his 
villany, aperte ſe/e, the Sun being now riſen, he 
riſeth out of his bed, and goes into his brothers 
chamber,where finding him (ſweetly fleeping, like 
a deſperate wretch, with the prepared Engines of 
his nuſchief, a cleaver of Iron and a Steelero, he 
approaches the bed, where wich th& murderous 
heart and hands of a bloodchirſty and inhumane Af- 
faſſine,he firſt with che butcherly cleaver as he ſlept 
beat out bis brains, and as if that had been roo 
little with the ſteeleto did ſtab him ſeven or eighe 


times in and about the heart: neither was this all, 


bur as if he had intended to kill his father by the 
relation, as he had done his brother by the fat, he 
had no ſooner in manner aforeſaid butchered the 
one,but he came preſently co the other, and ac- 
quainted him wich it, and brought him to the 
bedl{ide to (ee his brother lie welcring in his blood, 
not as then quire dead. Oh unparalleld villany! Oh 
moſt ſad ſpecracle ! Habet eternam labes illa memo» 


71am, certainly there is ſcarce any wickedneſs like , 


this. 

Methinks now [ ſee the grief-aſtoniſhed father, 
even with Njobe to be converted into ſtone, and 
air were torn in pieces by the feveral paſſions 
. of love, fear, ſorrow, amazement and Juſtice : 
bur at length all paſſion laid a(ide, out of a mcer 
entire love to the law of God and Juſtice, he caui- 
ſech che murtherer tobe apprehended and carried 
before a Magiltrate,to whom at the firſt he freely 
confellcd rhe fact of nurthering his brother , bur 

being 


t 
As 
Mut 
eſs 
he 
11s 
he 
ers 


ke 


of 


© bats Ia and hens Som: , 56 


a 2 


being asked why he did it, he anſwered, that It 
was ep 4 difference between bim and his bro+ 
ther about a donblet ) bis father threatued he would 
ruine bim, aud make him a ſervant ts bis brother, 
and that he would make him as poor as bis VUnkle Ni- 


cholas, and that he bad not for four years before of 
bis father fourty nor twenty pound, and that bis fas 
thers diſpleaſure againit him ſtill continued. | 

Theſe, if truths, might have been ground of diſ- 
content, but no provocations to ſo wicked an a, 
bur te who is the Father of murthers is alſo the- 
Father of lyes, and taught this wretch to pervert 
his Fathers words, mentioned before ( which 
were ſpoken to him for his amendment, and noc 
for his hurc, }) 

Upon his confefſion as aforefaid,he was condem- 
1:4 ro be hanged at the common place of Execuri- 
on, not many dayes afrer, in which time between 
his condemnation and execution, he wrote to his 
arher ſeveral letters, bur chiefly one I ſhall com- 
nend ro your view, to teltige the hopes of his 
true repentance? and hearty ſorrow for his acinous 
4 Ic conreined theſe lines, 


Freemans Letter to his Father. 


Dear and ever honoured Father, = 

F the midſt of all the diftreſſes of my ſad ſoul, 

the ſweetneſs of your love and fatherly indut- 

ence brings with it much comfort to my diſcon= 
ſolet ſpirit, whichs a little revived by your 
loving letter to the High Sheriff, whereby I have 
this liberty to preſent the mojt dutyful affetion of 

a penitent Son. Good father, [et me upon my 
bumble requeſt obtain your gratious pardon and 


forgiveneſſe of all my former diſobedient altings,. 
Y 2 and 
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and admit me, I beſeech you, into your prayers , 
that I may be thankfull to my beavenly father for 
this reſpite of life, and employ the ſhort remain- 
der of my dayes in repentance, prayer , and other 
holy duties : that ſo, thereby, TI may win comfort to 
my poor ſoul here,and through the mercies of Chriſt 
wy Saviour, enjoy everlaſling bliſſe hereafter. 
IWhich God of his infinite mercy vouchſafe unto 
you dear father, and to me your moſt affe@ionate 


and obedient ſon 
Freeman Sonds. 


Shortly after this, he was brought tothe place of 
execution to ſuffer the puniſhment inflied on him 
by law for his uffence; where there were a great 
mulcicude of ſpe&atours to ſee him dye : When he 
cameo the foot of che Lader, he looked round a- 
bout him,and immediately aſcending, ſpake to the 
people as followeth. 

Although, Chriſtian friends, through the heinouſueſs 
of my offence, I am become unworthy to live in this 
world, yet IT hope ſuch will be your charity, that at 
this my laſt end Tſhall have Tour prayers. I praiſe 
God I am come to a ſight and ſence of my ſin, and 7 
feel the weight of my - burden, and I am come hither 
to be eaſed of it. I am now at my journeyes end, and 
T hope God will ſtrengthen me to look in the face of 
death couragiouſly, for that God who hath promiſed 
free pardon and remiſſion unto all penitent ſinners 
through faith in Chriſt , will purge and cleanſe 
my foul from all nncleaneſſe, and deliver me 
from all blood-guiltineſſe. Therefore once more 
let me entreat you to pray unts God with me and for 
me,that T may be preſented to my heavenly father with- 
out ſpot or wrinck/e, holie and without blemiſh, that 


he would receive me into everlaſting peace, and jnto 
the 
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the glorious eftate 4 his choſen Saints in heaven. O 
Lord, into thy hands I eammend my ſoul, Lord Jeſus 
receive my ſpirit. 

So after a Pſalme ſung, he prayed a ſhort ſpace 
to himſeF, then pulled his cap over his eyes, 
and immediately the Executioner turned him off 
the ladder. 

Thus have we ſeen a- noble Gentleman depri- 
ved of all his poſterity at once: The one Son mur- 
chered in his bed; by the fatal hand of his cruel 
Brother , and the other,deſerved|y, hanged for the 
fratricide. 

May it prove a happy example to, dererr others 
from the like exorbitancies, and by others harms, 
teach them to rake heed to cheir own wayes, leaſt 
they fall into che like folly. Learn wiſdome 
hence, for, 


Exempls alterius qui ſapit, ille ſapit. 
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Sir Thomas Owverbnry and Turner. 


The Contents. 
he Connteſs of Eſſex luſtfully loves Viſcount Ro- 
* cheſter, but bates her husband, and bewitches the 
Viſcount to draw his affeion : the ſucceſſe anſwer- 
ing her defire, ſhe ſeeks to be divorced from the 
Ker! her husband. Sr, Thomas Overbury di- 
ſwading the V iſcount from the Counteſſe, is by them 
with the help of Mrs, Turner , Weſton, Franklin 
and others poyſoned in the Tower of London. At 
laſt Weſton 5 apprehended upon ſuſpicion and con- 
feſſeth all, the rel of the conſpiracy ſeiz'd and exe) 
cuted. * | | 


- JL the reign of King Fames of ever glorious me- 
mory, when peace and -plenty had caken up 
their abode in the Britiſh Iſland by the Uni- 

-.ting of two diftin& Kingdomes under one Pa-» 
cifique Prince, there was a young Gentleman, by 

Nation a Scot, and of but mean Parentage who 
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through rhe favour of Friends, but chiefly by his 
own good fortnne gets into the Kings favours 
which ſoon after raiſes him both to wealth and 
honour, by name Cerre, his revenues being fo 
enlarged, and his glory ſo reſplendent, that he 
drowned the digniry of the beſt Nobility, and che 
eminency of ſuch as were much more excellent ; 
but this ſudden riſing procures him much envy, 
and chat gives occaſion to moſt, firſt ro dive inco, 
and then to cenſure his ations : but the height of 
his forrunes maketh many ſpeak the beſt, and at- 
tracts the generality to a neerer obſervation of 
him:Among whom the Counteffe of Eſex(a woman 
that ar that time di:{ not greatly atfe& her husband, 
and withall being « a luſtful} appetire, prodigal, 
ambitious and fght of behaviour ) noting the fa- 
vour he was in, - and in hope to make ſome profit 
of him, adaures him,commending even his faulrs, 
and doting on his imperfe&ions, ſo that her ac- 
cuſtomed love rowards her Lord begins co fail, and 
thoſe embraces which hererefore were pleafing are 
now reje&ed with frowne, and harſh unſeemly 
words uſher her diſcontents, unto her husbands 
ears, which the Earl { not wanting in an extra- 
ordinary affe&.on towards her, and: being of a 
mild and courteous temper ) diſcerning, endea- 
voured with modeſt admonitions to reforme, af- 
ſuring her that by ſuch ations ſhe offered more injurie 


. to her ſelf then burt to him ; but ſhe ſtill perfſted, 


and harbouring envy in her heart towards her 
husband, makes her repair unto one Mrs, Tarner 
( a woman that from her youth had been given os 
ver toa looſe kind of life, of a good countenance, 
buc low ſtature, whoſe riotous courſes had waſted, 
both her own and her husbands means) ſo thar 
now. wanting to maintain her pride, ſhe ſticks . not 
Y 4 at 
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ar any villany ). Unto this woman the Counteſſe 
complaines againſt her husband, and they joynely 
enterinro devilith plots againſt him to the hazard 
of his life. 
* Inthis interval Carre is firſt Knigheed,chrn male 
Viſcount Rocheſter, the accumulation of which 
honours kindles more Juſtful defires in our Coun- 
teſſes breaſt , ſo that now ſhe makes ic her endea- 
vonr to accompliſh che end of her luſt ; and for the 
betres bringing the ſame to paſs, ſhe again goes 
to Mrs. Turxer, and truly acquaints her with 
her affeftion to the Viſcount, and delires. her 
aid towinhim to love her again. Turner promiſes 
the Countelleto inchante Rochefter to affe& her, 
and for this purpoſe one Dr. Forman was ſent for, 
who was ſuppoſed ro have skill in Magick : This 
man by rewards and gifts was won to joyn with 
them,and after many friuileſs, though chargeable 
experiments, adviſeth her to Jive in the Court : 
Where in a ſhort time ſhe ſo wins upon him by a 
free carriag?, that he becomes beſorred on 
wee. ' © | | 

Forman now and Tyrner are hugged, and much 
made oft, who endeavouring for their own profitto 
keep the Counteſle in ignorance, opportunity .is 
offered for a parley at a banquet ( provided as 
was thought of ſet purpoſe ) where they began 
their meetings,and from this time they continued 
in looſe living, | 

Nor long before this had Carre entertained as 
into his fervice one Mr. Overbury lately come our 
of France, who behaved himſelf with fo much diſ- 
cretion and wiſdom that he quickly gained his 
Maſters extraordinary favour and atte&ion, © Yea 
ſuch was his diligence that he ownes him as his 
friend, imparting to him the choyceſt of his ſc- 
SEE : | crecs 
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crets 3 and not hiding from him the familiaricy 
between him and the Counteſſe of Eſſox. Overbury 
unwillingly hears and ſees what he hates and 
loathes, for now they commit adultery, even in 
publick, withour fear or ſhame; the Viſcount neg- 
lefts all his buſineſfſe for his luſt, and blinded with 
pleaſure, overſlips and lets pals all advantages co 
the hazard both of his ccedir and fortune ; where- 
upon Overbury ( who was by this time Knighred ) 
took an occaiion to ſpeak to him, and tell him, 
that the Court began to call his modeftly in queſtion, 
and feared thit his honours would be obſcured by evils, 
and blemiſhed with levity and wunconſtancy : This 
freenefle of Sr. Thomas Overbury ſeemed harſh in 
the Viſcounts ears, ſo that in a kind of anger, 
(chough undeſerved ) he flung from himybut chere 
palled no more words, 

The Countefſe of Eſſex growing now inſatiable 
in her lutt co our young Viſcount, increaſerh ker 
hatred towards her kusband,againft whom (he now 
complaines with ſo much eagerneſſe , that no- 
thing will ſatisfy her bur to be divorced from him, 
alledging that ſne did find in him a frigidity quoad 
hanc,lo that he could nor execute the ofhce of a hus= 
band,attirming her ſelf co be a maid,& a divorce at 
laſt ſhe gor ( having firſt uſed witchcrafr againſt her 
husband, and cauſed | as was pretended ] her (elf 


| tobe ſearched ) and then began publickly co 


ſpeak of marrying the Viſcount, which was but 
w hiſpered at betore between themſelves. Parti- 
cular friends are acquainred with it, and Overbury 
in. ſpecial is asked his opinion, who with much 
{erioutnefſe , acknowledging the many favours 
he had received by his countenance and 
love, delired to be Excuſzd , but being 
Importwately urged he ſaid, My Lord, 

| | | I 
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FT hope you will fo much remember your honours and 
large revenues,and daily expeftation of others, that 
you will not cat away all upon a woman, that is noted 
for her injury and immodeffy, and pull upon you the 
hatred aud contempt of the great ones for ſo ſmall a 
matter 5 confider I beſeech you 'the condition of the 
perſon of whom I ſpeak, her former aud preſent carrie 
age and converſation,and the diſhonours that are now 
pon her by the common report of the Vulgar. "Ty 
wot the part of a wiſe man to make her his wife, whom 
be hath had for his whore ; ſurely you can expett ne 
better requitall at her hand then ſuch as ſhe ſhewed her 
former husbaud, therefore if you mean to be made 
famous by the continuing af that hovour which you now 
enjoy, my opinion is that you ſhould utterly leave aud 
forſake her company, and to hold her both hartful and 
hateful. 

The Viſcount, netled -with this plaindealing, 
growes teſty, and Sr. /Thomas replying, they fall 
at laſt co words of anger, ſo that in concluſion O- 
verbury requires what is due to hiny, and wills Ro» 
cheer to leave him to hs own fortunes, with 
theſe and many ſuch otherlike words they at that 
time parted. 

Rochefer at their firſt meeting relates to her the 
whole former pafſage,whereat ſhe becomes enraged 
end vowes revenge,becaufe he had raxed her with 
the name of a Whore { oh how unwilling is ſhe ta 
hear of her faults )ſo that with paſſion, ſhe tells 
her Viſcount, that neither of them muſt look to 
proſper fo long as he lived, and therefore that it 
was both neceſſary and fitting for his ſafery that 
he ſhould be a means to difpatch him, Whereupon 
the Viſcount being led by the Noſe(as he rhoughr 
for the beſt being hoodwinkr by the Devil ) he 
gives conſent and endeavours to put. in pra = 
If | tnat 
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that which they had derermined : Now on all 
hands they caſt about how this may be effe&ed 
with the leaſt ſuſpition of danger, loſs, or diſpa- 
ragement by the arremprs. 

' For this only cauſe was a quarrel picked with 
Sr. William Wade an honeft Gencleman, and he 
( though under other ſpecious pretences) turned 
our and one Sr. ferv;s Telvis for a fumme of money 
made Lieutenant of the Tower, by the Viſcounc 
Kocbeſters means,and therefore obliged to ſerve his 
ends. Rochefter having thus firced the Tower to 
his purpoſe, layes his gins to- entrap Overbury and 
ger him thicher, which he compatſſed by this 
means. At chis time Overbury by the Council is 
thought fir to be ſen Embaſſadour to the Arch- 
Duke, which coming to his ear, as he was con- 
remplating what was fic to be done, Rocheſter 
comes to him and tells him of che Councils in- 
rent, and finding him unſettled in his mind, he 
utterly difſwades him from undertaking the Em- 
baſſy with many reaſons, and che better to confi m 
a beliefin him cowards his perſwaſtons, and to en« 
courage him in his determinations, he ſhews hia 
nuch more favour then of late he had uſed ro do, 
and by this means he isucrerly deceived, and 
grows confident to forſake that employment, In 
this mind the Viſcount leaves him, and berakes 
himſelfco his purpoſe ; for ſoon afrer he goes to 
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groweth angry : But when ſoon after, he indeed 
refuſeth it ( as he was betrayed to it)ſo according 
to his enemies expe&ation, he was for his con- 
tempt committed to the Tower,where by Rocheſters 
and Northamptoxs only order he was : kept a cloſe 
priſoner. 

In the interval of theſe paſſages rhe Counteſſe 
had made another application to Mrs. Turner, 
when,after much patſionate diſcourſe, theſe two 
women politively conclude that he miſt die: Then 
conſidering how to doit, after long ſtudy, they a- 
gree, poyſonto be the only way, and one V eiton 
( who had been Dr Turners man ) moſt fitting for 
this exployt; who being ſen for and talked yiths 
for two hundred pounds undertakes it. The devil 
never wants inſtruments of miſchief, 

All things being in this forwardnels, and Sr. 
Thomas Overbury fait, Mrs. Turner by the inſtigati- 
on of the Counteſs,becomes a ſuirer to Sr, Thomas 
Monſon to have his letter ro preferr Weſton to wait 
upon Sr. Thomas Qverbury in the Tower; who hear- 
ing the name of the Counteflſe, and knowing the 
love between her and Rochefter, wrote , and ſent 
him with his letter to Sr. Fervas, who ſhewed it to 
Sr. Thomgs Overbury that with the more readineſs 
entertained him, harbouring in his own boſome 
him who would prove his deſtruftion, The Coun- 
tefſe therefore now begins her work, and ſend to 
Wefon a (mall glaſs of poyſon, which being deli- 
vered, he by the privity of Sr. Fervas Telvss the 
Liencenant of the Tower,did adminiſterto Overbury, 
for the Lieutenant was in the buſineſs, and upon 
eonference with the Earl of Northampton, was pro- 
miſed a 1000], to getit diſpatched; whereof he 
_ y gavenotice ro the Viſcount in this enſuing 


ekter. 
Earl 
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Ear! of Northampton to Viſcount Rocheſter, 


IWeet Lord, think not Tfind pain in that 
which gives me ſweeteft pleaſure; which s 

any thing that falls from your pen: Three things 
concur to my exceeding joy in your worthy letters, 
| proof of your love, comfort in your werds , and 
judgement in your writings. Tou may believe 
the word of him that will die rather than flatter 
you; my heart ix full of the love of you, your cha 
raters are no more pain for me to peruſe, being 
4s well acquainted with your hand as my own, the 
pain is no more than the cracking of a nut for the 
ſweet kernel, or my neeces pain in the ſilver drop< 
ping ftream of your pen, &c, T ſpent two howers 
yeſterday prompting the Lreutenant with cautions 
and conſiderations, obſerving with whom he i to 
deal, and promiſed largely, that he might the 
better a(t his part fur the advantage in which 


he dealeth. 
Hen. Northampton. 


Telvis at his return to the Tower, goes to 0- 
verbury to ſound him , and by many prerences 
of comforting, inlinuates himſelf into his incentionsz 
{o by this means having learned what he could 
- of him, he writes to Northampton to this cf- 

cc, 


Sr. Jervas Yelvis to the Earl of Northampton, 


My eſpecial good Lord, 
Mmediately after mz comming home, I undr- 
took my priſoner, a:cording to your inſtruftions, 
who,ufſ[con 4s be came auto the place; proteged his 
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innocency upon the Bible , and then asked me, what 
they intended todo with bim, I anſwered, they 
mean to refine you, that your pureneſſe may ap- 
pear a little better, after this walking with him 
T adviſed him to give conſent to the match between 
Rocheſter and the Counteſſe : but then he grew 
bit againit your Lordſhip and the Counteſſe, ſay- 
ings If he were her priſoner, ( as he thought he was ) 
then ( ſaid he ) let her know that T care as little 
fo die, as (he to be cruel : I find the Counteſſe of 
Suffolk ro be joyned with you in this plot, though the 
Chamberlain knowes not of it nor any one elſe ; but 
Rochefters part I ſhall much fear u#till I ſee the 
event to be cleerly conveyed. 
Yours Jervas Yelvis. 


All perſons chus made againſt him, and 
W ion checkt for delay of performing his promiſe, 
gets certain poylons, Viz. Roſalger, White Arſe 
mich, Mercnry Sublimate, Cantharides , Powder 
of Diamonds, and three or four more feveral 
poylons, and tempers them both in his broth and 
meat, Tarts and Jellies, nay his very ſalt, and 
fauce, his meat and his drink is mingled with 
poyſon, by which means h& growes extreme 
fickly, inſomuch that he can ſcarce ſtand or go : 
Fo augrnent his grief in this his weak eondicion 
no friend may be admitted to fee him bur at a 
diſtance, notwithſtanding which ſtritneſs over him, 
yet the newes of the marriage between the Viſcoung 
and the Counteſs comes ro his ears, upon the 

hearing whereof he told the meſſenger, he had as 
good have brought him word, that ro morrow 
he muſt dye, for he was ſure now not to live 
. Jong, this perplexity of Spirit makes his malady 
encreale more and' more upoa him; ſo that now 


being 
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being in this extremicy he thinks ic high cimie co 
put Somerſet, ( for ſo now was Rocheſter made) 
in mind of his promiſe co releaſe him, and for 
_ purpoſe he writes him a Letter to this 
effec, 


Overbury to the Ear! of Somerlet. 


TD) Ight moble and worthy Sir , your 
former accuſiomed favours and abſolme 
promiſe concerning my preſent deliverance, bath 
cauſed me at this time by theſe lines to ſollicit 
your Lordſhip, and to put you in remembrance of 
the ſame, not donbting that your honour is at all 
forgetfull of me, but only ( by reaſon of miy i= 
priſonment , beirig poſſejt of diverſe diſeaſes) 
I would for my bedies health and ſafety, taff the 
felicity of the open air; In which cauſe if your 
Lordſhip pleaſe to commiſerate my Preſent ae- 
ceſſties, and procure me my ſpeedy deltverance, 
I ſhall not ouly ſtand ſo much the more obliged-+ 
to you, but alſo acknowledge you the preſerver of 


my life. 


Thomas Overbury. 


Within .twoor three dayes, Somerſet returaes 
an anſwer in ſhort co this purpole. 


Somerſet ta Overbury. 


Received your Letter, and am n9t unmind full 

of you, but as yet the Court is very buſie 4- 
Lout important matters, and the Kings ears ave 
not at leaſure to entertain any motion; bus aſ- 
ſoon as Tcan find opportunity, Twill nit fail 
to ſpeak in your behalfe : In the mean time to 
eaſe 
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' Caſe thepainof your malady, I have ſent you a 
Soveraign powder either to be eaten or drunk; it 
will make you more ſick, but fear not,T will make 
this a means for your delivery; and for the re+ 
tovery of your health. 
Somei ſt. 


This Letter feeds Sir Thomas with hopes , 
who( poor Geneleman ) rook the powder, never 
dreaming of fuch horrid rreachery 5 which 
wrought ypen him with much vehemency , fo 
that hris {tcknefs grew more vehement and vio- 
ent { the ſaid powder being in t1uth rank poyſon ) 
but IYeftox feeing be ſtill lingered , and that all 
Frask/ins poyſons did not operate to effe& ( this 
Franklin was another Jimb of the Devil, hired 
to provide al] manner of poyſons, and preſcribe 
the way to' give chem Yhnds our an unknown A+ 
pothecary by Mrs. Turners help, and with him 
coucludes for 201, ro adminiſter a gliſter wherein 
ſhould be pur Mercury ſut limate; the young man is 
won todoir. Weſton prepares it,and perſwades Sr, 
Thomas totake ir, for that it wili be much for bis 
health; Sr. Thomas conſents, the Apothecary and 
IWejion give bim the glifter, by the infulion where- 
of, he falls into a languiſhing diſeaſe, with a 
pain in his guts, with an extremity of vomiting 
and other purging, which left hinz not Gill it had 
cauſed ki; toulto leave his peyſoned body : Being 
thus dead he is preſently and unreverently thrown 
into a Coffin, and buryed, without knowledg or 
privicy of his own friends, upon the Tower-hill, 
none being ſrtffered to ſee his body bur the agents 
of thoſe that had poyſoned him. And becauſe 
upen his invenomed body appeared diverſe vJanes 
and bliſters; his nnuderers to take away his good 

name, 
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name as well as they had done his life, did ſlan- 
derouſly report that he dyed of the French pox. 
( But it was afterward proved as falſe as the di- 
ſperſers of the ſame.) 

Thus we fee that as well good as bad men come 
to miſerable ends, and oftentimes thoſe that are 
vertlious do ſooneſt tuffer diſgrace and contempt, 
This murther had now Jain ( though nor withour 
ſome {uſpition and jealoute ) concealed neer rwo 
years, Somerſet ſtill continuivg his looſe courſes, 
till at laſt ſmiccen by rhe guile of bis own conſci- 
ence,he begins co grow melancholy ( but that was 
then thought ro ariſe from chedislike, of the 
King growing towards him ) and ro make 
lure of all, he ſends into France to make a» 


way the Apothecary that adminiſtred the 


Phyhck that killed Overbury endeavoured to 
get inall letrers and writings concerning that 
buſineſſe, and diſgracing or punithing all that 
ſpoke of ir. But what God will have diſcloſed, (hall 
never be concealed. Several opinions there are 
how it was brought to light, the moſt probable is, 
one Mr. Kawlings a kinsman of Sr «Thomas Overbus 
ries, having heard the bruic of poy{oning , peti- 
tioned ro the King that the ſaid matrer 
might be referred to the Judges for examination, 
which was granted, whereupon my Lord Coke, by 
vercue of his warrant ſenc for Iefton, and exami- 
ned him upon diverſe articles concerning the ſamez | 
but he for abour a fortnight ftifly denyed all; ac 
laſt he is wrought on by the Biſhop of Loxdox, and 
by his perſwaitons tells all, how Mrs. Turner and 
the Counteſſe came acquainted, what relation the 
had ro Wirches, Sorcerers and Conjurers, char 
the Lords of Northampton, Somerſet and Fraxk/ing, 

Z Monj," 
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Monſon and Telvis had all their hands in it, where- 
upon they were all apprehended, ( only Novtham- 
prox was dead before ) ſome ſent ro the Tower, 
ſome to Newgate, and ſome to other places con- 
fined, 

Having thus confeſt this grievous wickedneſſe 
and conſpiracy, being convitted according to law, 
he was carryed to Tybourxe to be hanged, where a- 
gain queſtioned upon the gallows, he juſtifies all 
that he had ſaid before, borh as to himſelf 
and others, then after a ſhort time ſpent in devo- 
tion, - with much ſecming repentance, he was 
turned off the Ladder and hanged. After him 
Mrs. Turner was arraigned for aiding and aflifting 
in the ſaid murther, whereof upon a very honou- 
rable trial being found guilty, the was alſo con- 
demned co be hanged and within two dayes after 
was brought from the Sheriffs ro Newgatein a 
coach,and there put into a carr, and carryed co the 
common gallows, where ſhe was exccured ; many 
of the Gentry came in coaches thither co ſee her 
die, to whom the made a ſpeech, deſiring then 
nt to rejoyce at her fall, but rather to be warned, to 
ſerve God and abandon Pride, and all other fins; re- 
lating ker Ereeding with the Countefle of Somerſet, 
having had no other m:ans to maintain her and 
her children, but what came from her; adding 
that when her hand was once in this buſineſs, ſhe 
knew the revealing of it would be her overthrow : 
w th theſe and the like ſpeeches, ſhewing great 
p<mrency,and moving the ſpe&arours both to pity 
ar.d grieve for her,ſhe was turned off in her yellow 
ttany rutf and cutts, according ro her ſentence, 
Afcer her Fraxk/in: then Sr. Fervas Telvis upon 
flier ſeveral arraignments of the faſt were found 
_ guiity and hanged,and dyed very penitent and for- 
to#tul for what chey had done. RY 
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Somerſet alſo and his Countefſe were attached 
and examined before the Lord Chanceilour, when 
they both deny and aJledge the accuſations falſe ; 
but when they heard that Iefon, Turner, Franklin, 
Telvis, were all hanged and had confeſt, chen the 
Countefle likewiſe acknowledged the ſame to the 
Council, bur he ſtood ſtifly in his juſtification. Ne- 
vertheleſſe the King ar laſt granted a Commiſſion 


toa Lord high Steward for the time, and jowed 


moſt of che Judges with himas affiftanes, by ver- 
tue whereof they were brought before their Peers, 
where the Counteſle again pleaded guilty and con- 
felled the faft, bur Somerſet ſtill pleaded nor giilty: 
at laſt afrer a long hearing of the evidence, ailega- 
tions and defences pro and con, the Pezrs, having 
conferred of the matter, return the verdi, lay- 
ing their hands upon their breaſts, and ſwearing 
by their honours ( for they do not take an oarn 
like ordinary Jurors ) that he was guilty- of the 
murther and poyfoning of Sr. Thomas Overury : 
whereupon my Lord high Steward, pronounced 
ſentence of death againſt him, and ſo he was had 
back to the Tower, where be remained at the mercy 
of the King, who pardoned them both afcerwards. 
Thus we ſee that neicher wealth nor honour are a» 
ay certain inheritance, bur rather ,occalions for 
the Devill coquarrell at, & bring us toinfamy for, 
eſpecially if we run wilfully to that in of blood. 
For our good God hath a revenging hand, and 
ſcourging whip co puniſh fin, adultery aud blood 
being alwayes rewarded with ſhame, infamy, m1- 


fery and death. 
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KNIGHT and BUTLER, 


The Contents. 

Butler « Hampſhire youth comes to London, and is 
Prentice with a clothdrawer. He takes many e+ 
vill courſes, comes acquainted with another Prentice 
named Knight, with whom ſeeing money, for lucre 
thereof he murders him in the night, is ſhortly 
after taken, confeſſeth the fat, and is executed 
for the ſame. 


lthin the reach as it were but of Yeſterdayes 
memory ,out of Hemphire came a yourh , 

whoſe diſaſtrous en1 riſing from the for- 
mer pragiſe of a more prodigious life,is the ſumme 
of the enſuing relation; in brief, A4/ton in the be- 
fore mentioned County,was the birth place of this 
young man, where thongh he could not boaſt of 
a ſtock of gentry, yet juſtly he might ſay he was 
deſcended of honeſt parentage , the meaneſs of 
whoſe condition enforced them the more early to 
ces 
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ſeck to place their Son abroad, ſo that for the fu- 
ture by the advantage of a trade, he might not 
only hive the more honeſtly, bur alſo the more 
comfortably, for this end therefore he is ſent to 
Loxdon, bur there in ſtead of learning good, he 
runs headlong into all vice, affociating himſelf 
with none but debauched perſons, whoſe vitious 
livings and examples drew him on firſt ro drunken- 
neſs, then to exceſſive gamings, wherein he was 
grownſo expert, that by falſe play and ſuch like 
means, he ſometimes gained much money, but 
had not the grace to pucit to any good uſe, but 
by rioting and exceſs conſumed and waſtzd it on 
lewd and idle women, This fort of Creatures 
ſoon drained his purſe, to ſupply which wants, 
and ſupport his luxury, he praftifeth all kinds of 
villany, enticing [iverſe {ſervants to purloyn from 
their Maſters, many parcels of goods and Cell 
them, then would he and chey gotogerher ro the 
company and houles of harlots, and there pra- 
fuſcly ſpend what they had ſo wickedly gorten, 
During which cime of his notorious life he became 
an appren'ice to one Mr. Goodday, a drawer of 
cloth in Carter-Lane, London , {t1]l frequenting 
his evil company, though more cloſely now, and 
by ſtealth, than before, 

In this time of his apprenticeſhip he became 
acquainted, and grew 1mro familiaricy with ons 
Fobn Knight an Apprentice alſo in the Cicy of 
London to one Mr. I/irth m MilkFreet, who waz 
accuſtomed for the advantage of his trad» to go 
to Briſto/ Fair, during whole abſence theſe two 
young men were ſeldom aſunder, their love to 
each other ſeeming ſo to encreaſe, thar che leaft 
abſence of either was irkſome ro the other , fo 
thac nighe che uſual ſeparater of friends drew 
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them into a ſtrifer nearneſs, by laying them to- 
gerher in one bed, which they uſed for many 
nights together, all things being even i common 
berween them and no ſecrec unrevealed. 

_ From this entire Love, the Devil that ſubtle 
and malitious Enemy of Man, drew his deſign 
tro ruine them both,which happened in this manner. 


On the fixt of Augult 


Early in the morning at their upriſing, Butler 
ſeing (ome bags of money in his friend Knights 
cuſtody, was immeciatly upon {1ght thereof urged 
by the Devil co covet the fame, he began thence - 
forward to contrive the death of his friend and 
bedfeilow, that he might che more ſecurely con- 
vey away the money, and the Herrer to cloak 

| his miſchievous intent, with a merc; countenance 
he invited his friend abroad that day, where they 
{penc rhe time with much outward jollicy, at 
night they came home, and as formerly lay again 
rogether; bur behold how that Devil of cove- 
ting other mens goods, having once gotren poſ- 
ſeſlion in his heart, would not be routed out, but 
provokes him to deſtroy his brother ; for 
now the hloody detign could not out of his 
mind; he therefore intends about the dead of 
the night to ki!l his bedfellow, by cutting of his 
throat; Accordingly he takes a knife ro bed 
with him, and at his time dejigned, rakes it into 
his hand, bur his heart was not yet hardened e- 
nough to commit the murder, bur laying aſide 
the knite, he again becakes himſelf to his bed. This 
he did as he confeſſed ſeveral rimes before he 
 afted his cruelty : -Bur the morning now ap-= 
proaching, and the Devil growing ſtronger m 
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him, with a murtherous heart and hands, he did 
barbarouſly and inhumanely ſet upon the youth, 
as he lay harmleſſely fat aſleep inthe bed by him. 

The firſt wound being not morcs], awaked 
him and by reaſon of che ſmart thereof cauſed 
him to ſtruggle and make a . noiſe, which was 
heard into another room of the ſame houſe 3 but 
not with ſo much firengch as to move them to 
any ſufpition, Butl-y fear:ng to be d:(covered by 
the noiſe of his groans, chops his fiſt into che 
mouth of Knight, and fo chey two lay ſtriving 
and crumbling very near halte an hour before the 
farai blow was given : bu: at length with njuch 
ſavace barbariſme he d. 4 perpetrate the mrd-ro 
by ering the youngman a very  ghaitiy,deadiy 
wound crols the throat, Which done, down the 
ſtairs he gors, and rakes wit of the ſhop a ſumme 
of monty in two bags, b:1ng abuur one bhnndred 
and cen pounds, and fo wich tis double guilr of 
robbery and murder, leaving his bloody ſhire be- 
hind him, and a lock of his own hair 11 the hand 
of the dead youn;y man, which hair was pulled 
off in their tiriving cog-rher, one ro commer, the 
other to prevent, the tat, he hafts home eo his 
Maſters houſe 1 Carter/ane, where he privately 
Jaid che money in a new trunk,thai he had bought 
wich part of his thefr; Thus he abode ſecure for 
certain dayes, Viz. from © Thur{day to Saturday 
unſuſpe&ed , following bis buitinets ar home as 
formerly. | 

Many thoughts and jealouſtes were in ſeveral 
mens heads, who ſhould be the murderer : None 
aiming ar the'righr, ri!Þ ac laſt one ( as it were 
dire&ed by the 1mmedia:e providence of God ) 
who lived in Milk/treet ( where the murder was 
done, and knowing that Butler wled lometimes £2 
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be with the murdered youth )) went to Carter- 
lane to Butlers Maſters houſe and ſpake with him, 
by the uncertainty and uwnſetlecIne(s of whoſe 
words and carriage he ſoon began to ſuſpe& him 
guilty, and thereupon cauſed kim -to be appre- 
hended, and carried before the Lord Mayor of 
London, to whom at the firſt he made a ſtout deny- 
al, but ſhortly after being wrought upon by many 
fair promiſes and good word>, he confefſed the 
whole;and all the circumſtances of it,crying out for 
a lict)e time for his ſoul, and much lamenting his 
fin. That night he was commirted to Newgate, 
and there lay exceedingly ftartled about the State 
of his Sou]. 

Upon the 13th. of Avg, when he was ar- 
raigned at the Seflions in the 074- Baily, he pleaded 
guilty to the Inclitments with much ſorrow and 
ihame. On Friday Anguft the 15th. when ſentence 
of death was patſed upon him he with all hum- 
bleneſs ſubrnitred thereto, ſaying, he had de- 
ſtroyed the Image of the eternal. God, Aﬀter his 
ſencence, he was conveyed back to priſon, where 
he had a fortnights ſpace given him to repent, all 
which time he ſpent very penitently, and at the 
end thereof, abour ſeven a clock in the morning a 
Coach came to carry him away to the place of 
execution, which was at Milkjtreet end, in Cheap 
fide, a gibbet being ſer up there on purpoſe, and 
he come under it, he went up the Ladder, the 
Executioner ſtanding above him. When he was 
tyed to the gibber he began to ſpeak to this effect. 

T am here( Loving Friends ) a miſerable creatnre, 
and by the juft hand of God come hither, to die juſtly 


' for my ſins: Soconfefſing himſelf tro be a grievous * 


finner, he wiſhed the people ro take heed to the 
beginipgs of {in leaſt by degrees chey grow ro + 
; | DOIC 


-— kw_ oc «ns DSS cc tv of fr © oo wow @ as yz 


—_ En Uo * ——————{y cw. py AM —_—Y 


Hiſt. 5. Butler and Kz1ght. - - 3sr 
bold and hardy in evil wajes every day more than 
other. That they would hearken to Gods word, or 
therr own conſciences when they are firſt checked for ® 
their fins, which i he had done, he was ſure he ſhould 
not have died that ſhamefull death for his moit font, 
horrid and bloodie fin. Be careful of your company, 
read the ſcripture mnch, follow the church and you'!{ 
find more comfort in th? word and prayer, than in all 
youthfull delights; be ſubjef and obedient to your Ma- 
ſters, to the refloring that diſcipline which is almo#t 
Iof in th? City, a4viſin? louth to live more temperate- 
l1,,and to hun lying. Then begging pardon of all the 
world for all the injuries he had done them, and 
forgiving all by whom he had ſuffered even hise- 
vili companions, praying to God to forgive them, 
for all that isevill in them, ſo begging their pray- 
ers for him he concluded. 

Having finithed his ſpeech, he then called on 
the Lord by prayer with an elevated voice,and with 
many tears, which ended, he ſaid, Now I am 
lanching into the Ocean of Eternitie. Thendeliring 
the Exccutioner to forbear turning him off, till 
he gave him atign ; afcer he had (tood (till a lictle 
while ina way of ejacularions, with his cap over 
his eyes, he lifted up his hands and gave the ſign, 
whereupon the Executioner did his office, and he 
wasa dead man within a few moments, ſuffering 
the puniſhmenc of the law for his heinons offence, 
Shortly after he was cut down & his'corps put into 
the coach which brought himzand from thence con» 
veyed co Sr. Gregorjes Church, where ' about noon 
he was buryed. 

God grant this may prove a warning to all to 
ſhun the like a&ions, leaſt they be compelled to 
undergo the like puniſhments,though it's probable 
not with fo good a ſucceſle of repentanc ; bur ley 
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us all ſhun every occaſion of evil and make it our 
work to run the race that is ſet beforensin all 
Godlinefſe and honeſty, concluding with that 
ſenrence of the Father, Omne tempus quo te non ſen- 
ſeris eſſe meliorem, hoc te eftimo perdidiſſe. 
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An Appendix Debortatory. 
|S in the firſt ſix books of this work, by 


Forreign examples endeavoured to maxe the 

horrour of blood- guilrineſs appear, I thought in 
,this ſeventh and lait co add thete five which are 
modern: bur [ believe for the depth of their villa- 
ny and the unheard of aXings in them noc to be 
paralelld upon the face of the earth. There are in 
each of them degrees of wickedneſs,till chey arrive 
at thac pitch that they dare reach even at heaven. 
To begin with the laft. 

You have therein bedfellows and fellow ſervants 
the one murthering che other in cold blood in his 
bed, not out of malice to his perſon but a thie viſh 
deſign for his money, 

In che fourth you have greatneſſe,by poyſon de- 
ſtroying a meaner bue more honeſt perſon, where- 
by that maxime Virtus & ſumma poteſtas non coennt. 

Inthe third you have the Elder brother killing 
the younger, and by his deſerved execution leav- 
ng bs father childleſs: what greater grief to a fa- 
mily? 

In the ſecond, one great one undermines ano- 
ther,and by clancular means baſe)y and inhumane- 
ly gets him flain. A 

Bur in the firſt, I/ix credibile, Sacred blood 3, 
drawn by impious hands: not cloſely in a corner , 

$ bur 
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but as in deſpight of heaven,open]y, ſpecie Juſtitiey 
che offendours fitting down (with the harlor 
mentioned by the Wiſe man ) and wiping their 
mouths as if they had not done amiſs, Prob ſcelus! 
Pudet hec Opprobria nobis, & dici potuiſſe, & non pe- 
tuiſſe refells. 

Oh ler us earneſtly pray to God to extend his 
mercy towards us, leſt when he make inquifition 
for blood our too too guilty Land receive the dregs 
of the cup of his wrath. To conclude; Parrhaſuus 
painting Hoplitides, could neither make him thar 
r\n toſwet, nor him that put off his armour to 
breath, adding this as a note, No farther then co= 
lours, meaning that it was not in his pencil, but the 
Deity to give life. So have ſet before you terri- 
ble examples of ſhame and puniſhment to. deterr 
you from fin ; bur if God add not his reſtraining 
grace all is but vain : For Paul may plant and A= 
pollos may water, but God alone can give the encreaſe. 
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was in che Preiſe, ſome occurrences have ſo 
tappened, that ic hal been a wilful negic& not 
to ſay ſomething of chem. Ic is a rule obſerved 
by ſome,and believed by many co be rrue, thar e- 
very thing hati ics cricical rime, whereby con- 
ceit may forchope of che Good ſucceſſe of an affai:z 
and ir is illuſtrated by many examples, that cer- 
tain dayes have been perpecua)ly ſuccesful to cer- 
tain Perſons or Nations. In relation to which 
| ſome — Deſperailo's of our Kingdom ( who 
only did ſwim with the full bladders of other mens 
eſtaces violenrly ripr from them) rook Twelfe 
night laſt for to begin new miſchief: Having had 
fo good lucceſfe in thac began on Twelfe "night 
1661. and therefore hoped ic might once more 
prove to them an happy Omen; bur faftion is 
{ and will | hope ever ſo prove ) like Sand, 
which may be brought into a hcap, but can by no 
art be wrought into @ rope or band, to connex any 
thing togecher. 

How bloody cheir a&ings have been is yet too 
freſhly cemembred, and how butcheriy cheir new 
delignes were opened, wehave too lare ſeen : bur 

the ſame God cuat deteſts confukion, and loves oh 
| er 


_—_ the concluſion of this work, and while it 
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der, hath brought them into the pit, and whom 
the (word Military miſſed, that of Juſtice will 
ſtrike. So certain and unalterable is that decree 
of Heaven intended to all, though ſpoken only to 
Cain, What haf# thou done, the voice of thy Brotbers 
blood cryes to me for Vengeance? Now therefore thou 
ſhalt be a V agabon4 over all the Earth ; as thou haft 
ftrayed from me, thou ſhalt wander to all, and never 
have an abiding place, till juftice find and root thee 
out. ” 


FINTS. 


